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7,14,21,28    Crew Night in BEFA RNT Hangar 
                      Thursdays, 4p–7p 

         21           BEFA Board Meeting, RNT Facility 
  Thursday, 4p  

         23           Floatplane Meet-up, RNT 

                      Saturday, 12p – 4p 

         30           Spring Cleaning Event, RNT 

                      Saturday, 10a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Fly-in to your favorite Northwest Airport Museum.   

See a List of Washington Aviation Museums on p. 11. 

 

 

 

Annual Membership Meeting & Crab Feed 

 

Details on p. 10. 
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WELCOME ABOARD! 

  New Members Share Class             Airport 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Member      New Rating/Date   

Instructor(s) 

  Member                  New Rating/Date  Instructor(s) 

April 

    It’s                       time!   

Member            1st Solo                Instructor(s) 
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Spring is here and your BEFA Board is working to get ready 

for what should be a great flying season.  In our meeting 

on March 17th, we addressed getting our fleet on line after 

winter maintenance and aircraft upgrades.  Matt has the 

upgrade status in his section of this newsletter.  Not only is 

it important to get our fleet ready; you, our member pilots, 

must get yourself proficient and getting “your head in the 

game” so to speak. 

Situational Awareness 

Being a pilot is not just about flying airplanes.  Being a pilot 

is about living a philosophy that prepares you for moments 

in the air when your reaction is the difference between life 

and death.  There will always be those pilots who simply 

survive yet never thrive, but there are pilots that continually 

consume the world around them.  Those pilots will flourish 

even when the worst happens. This concept of insight is the 

original “situational awareness” which has been with us for 

many years. In stressful situations, human beings narrow 

their focus and often block out other important information 

which gives them a tunnel vision.  Take a deep breath 

before reacting, which triggers the proper sequence to 

begin:  

Fly the airplane, Silence the alarm, Let the 

information in, Understand and then React.   

It can be done in the time it takes to cycle a deep breath.   

Practicing this lifestyle of situational awareness will give you 

internal confidence and bring calm to the cockpit.  

For me, the need for constant vigilance (situational 

awareness) is the same for the 10,000-hour ATP or the 62-

hour student.  Yes, you’re more likely to remember to do 

things after years of repetition, but you’re also more likely 

to let your guard down. It’s the freshly minted private pilot 

who shows us exemplary habits of a vigilant aviator. So, 

get your head ready for a great flying season. 

BEFA Annual Meeting, May 21st 

We’re excited to announce that we’re going to hold a BEFA 

Annual meeting on May 21, 2022. Because of COVID 

restrictions it’s been several years since we’ve had our Crab 

Feed Meeting. You’ll get a chance to meet your fellow 

members as well as have a lot of good food and get briefed 

on the state of BEFA by the Board members.  We’ll be in the 

hangar so hope to see all of you.   

 

 

 

Hello All!  One of my initiatives since stepping into this 

role is to collect the thoughts and needs of the 

membership and bring them before the Board.  We could 

be facing a lot of change in the next few years, and I want 

to ensure we’re moving with the membership’s best 

interests in mind.   

What are we doing that works well?  What are some 

things that we should keep doing?  What are some things 

we should do better or stop doing?  

Across our hundreds of active and inactive members, I 

want to hear from you.  To achieve 

this connection, Jordan will be 

sending surveys via Survey Monkey 

to the email address on your Flight 

Schedule Pro account.  Please help 

us out by completing these surveys 

when one comes your way.   

That’s all I got for now… you’re clear to resume your day 

at pilot’s discretion. 

 

 

 

 

New Fleet Additions 

It’s been a busy month. You’ll find three new airplanes on 

FSP, ready to go. Two are at Paine, and one is in Renton. In 

addition, we’re really close to putting the Decathlon back on 

line (circa an engine break-in period). 

First is N737WS, the C-172N we discussed last month.  The 

Paine instructors are current and anxious to help you get 

acquainted with the aircraft. While the Aspen Evolution 

(Attitude indicator and HSI) is different from other airplanes 

in the fleet, those of us who have studied and flown with it 

have found it intuitive and a very powerful instrument. It 

does take a while to assimilate all the information contained 

in a such a small space. We’re asking members to at least 

talk to a PAE flight instructor before taking the airplane out 

for a flight. Work with them to decide whether you need 

some dual time. This is especially critical for instrument 

pilots. Going into the clouds using an unfamiliar panel 

without some instruction is not a good idea.  As a record of 

the conversation, do the six-month quiz for WS, have your 

From your President,  

Bob Ingersoll 

From your Operations Officer,  

Matt Smith 

From your Vice President,  

Joel Purificacion 
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 instructor sign it to confirm at least having had the 

conversation, and put it in your folder. 

 

Second is N2345Z, at Renton. This is a lease-back C-172N 

model courtesy of BEFA member Joerg Zender. It is 

equipped with top-of-the-line Dynon avionics for those 

who want to fly a glass panel aircraft. Mikel Moore and 

Adam Tomlinson (there may be others) have been flying 

with Joerg to familiarize themselves with the capabilities.  

The BEFA Rules of Operation (ROP) require a minimum of 

two hours of ground and at least two hours of dual 

instruction before operating as PIC. 

 

Third is N58628, at Paine.  This is also a lease-back           

C-182P (straight leg) courtesy of BEFA members Steve 

Kirsch and Al Sipe. The engine has been upgraded from an 

O-470-R to an O-470-50 to 275 HP through the P.Ponk 

Super Eagle STC (now owned by North Point Aviation in 

Brainerd, MN). That is coupled to a Hartzell 8068 three-

blade scimitar propeller. It has a Garmin 430 GPS installed 

and is fully IFR capable. This should be a good cross 

country or mountain flying airplane. Contact Steve Kirsch 

to get started. 

 

 

 

 

 

Decathlon Update 

As an update on the Decathlon, we have received the 

repaired engine, which is currently at Pro Flight awaiting a 

service slot for installation. Once that is complete, we will 

have to do a 20-hour break-in period. During that time, the 

procedure will be to run the engine at roughly 75% power 

for periods of one hour or so between any single landings. 
We will reduce the price of the airplane to encourage pilots 

to help get it to normal operations.  The price reduction is 

not set yet.  We’ll post the break-in rate in FSP along with 

the return to service announcement.  That should be it for 

new fleet additions for a while. Next on tap will be the 

Van’s RV12iS. We’ll start giving updates on this airplane 

once it officially goes into the build process. 

Good weather and longer days are upon us. Get out, get 

current, and enjoy the experience. 

We’ll talk again next month. Until then, “operate” as if your 

life depends on it, because you just never know. 

 

 

 

 

March Report 

Another pretty good month, no incidents, or accidents 

reported.   

However, Wes reported one pilot 

got careless and left an ink stain on 

an otherwise nice leather seat.  

Carelessness on the ground is one 

thing, please don't hurry in the air.   

 

 

From your Safety Officer,  

Bob Guthrie 
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Spring Flying 

Spring flying is here, “the mountains are out”, and we all 

enjoy flying close for a good look.    

 

 

Remember that in the BEFA Rules of Operation, there is the 

Mountain Checkride section 19.2.3.4, requiring we stay five 

nautical miles from the 3,000 foot contour line until we have 

a mountain checkride conducted by a check pilot. 

Mountain Flying 

BEFA's Mountain Flying Syllabus tells us what is required: 

• ground training at home, using the AOPA 

mountain flying course,  

• ground training with your check pilot before 

you go, and  

• a flight, normally using both Stampede and 

Snoqualmie pass. 

The ride is a blast.  For those of you who have learned a 

short radius turn, let your favorite instructor show why we 

really teach it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attaboys for our Volunteers 

Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us running 

smoothly, often saving money in the process.  We thank the 

following for their recent contribution. 

★Kevin Cook for ordering and changing out the 

BEFA office/hangar light bulbs 

★Christian Frey for washing 704RY 

★Brian Jones, (CFI) for redoing weather-stripping 

on 5344K 

★ Wayne Ciesielski (CFI) for fixing the leaky 

bathroom faucet 

★James Walker for mowing and weed whacking the 

grounds 

★Sean Klosterman for promoting BEFA’s Ground 

Schools internally through Boeing; this was a great 

help in filling our enrollment! 

BEFA Floatplane Meet-up, Learning Module 2 

April 23rd, 12 – 4 PM 

We are extremely fortunate to have a couple of the premier 

Float CFI’s instructing here. The first learning module 

covered basic maneuvering and driving the float truck. The 

second meet-up for members interested in flying the 

floatplane, or just learning a bit more about it is this April 

23rd, 12 to 4 pm. Launching and docking will be the topic 

for this next one, and arguably the most important! Much 

thanks to BEFA Floatplane CFI’s Oren Pederson and Wayne 

Ciesielski for organizing and holding these events.  

Oren is passing on this note.  “We all had fun driving the 

truck around last meet-up. This meet-up we will try 

launching the plane and practice moving it around the dock. 

We will also talk about the currents at Renton and share 

some lessons learned with the variables we encounter. A 

few BEFA Members might have a chance for a quick intro 

/city tour flight, too.”  See poster on p. 9. 

Please RSVP for Lunch! office@befa.org  

For any questions, please contact: Oren Peterson, 

CFIF, 541-759-0746, ZZospZZ@gmail.com . 

We hope to see you there! 

From your Operations Manager,  

Wes McKechnie 

mailto:office@befa.org
mailto:ZZospZZ@gmail.com
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High Density Altitude Awareness and Planning 

As the warmer weather is coming within sight, just as winter 

weather has its challenges, so does the spring and summer 

warmer temps and fog to challenge us in different ways. 

For the many new pilots at BEFA who are from other parts 

of the country, the learning curve can be steep and tricky, 

and deceptively benign weather can set up quickly without 

the impending warning one can get in other areas of the 

country.  

Just because it’s not as dramatic, doesn’t mean it does not 

have a different set of perils. While we may not have the 

huge thunderstorms that the Midwest/ease coast get, it 

doesn’t mean we don’t get them, and that can make us 

complacent as forecasts can call for them, and many times 

they just don’t develop as forecast or do in a limited area. 

However, the maritime warm fronts and associated stable 

air masses can literally form ground fog within 15 minutes, 

locking VFR traffic above a very low top. This can also bring 

minimums so low that IFR Precision Approaches won’t help 

you get back on the ground. Alternates can at times require 

a trip to Eastern Washington, over the Cascades to 

Wenatchee or Ellensburg to find a suitable condition to land. 

I remember one of our best CFI’s having to fly with his 

student to Ellensburg. Fortunately, they had plenty of fuel 

on board.   

A few other points to remember is the change in 

temperature and effects it has on density altitude, which is 

one of the major contributors of environmental related 

accidents in the Mountain North West region. It’s 

particularly insidious for those of us who are used to flying 

out of airports that are at sea-level. Airports have different 

paradigms as the seasons change. The variables include 

wind directions and velocity, or the lack there of, that we 

were used to in the winter months which reduces takeoff 

roll. Combine the higher temperatures/humidity and your 

margin for clearing obstacles as well as we did in winter just 

isn’t there. This can be an event even at Norman Greer 

Airport which is only 500’ ASL.  

The other issue one needs to remember during the cusp of 

seasonal changes is the reliability of forecasts, particularly 

when there is an occluded type front moving through. It can 

throw a wild card at you with un-forecast weather events. 

The instructor at a seminar I once attended said the 

computer algorithms for occluded fronts is not as refined as 

they’d like and be ready for un-forecast weather and have 

options ready accordingly. If unfamiliar with our Northwest 

weather, ask one of our experienced local pilots or CFI.  

 

 

Please take a look at the AOPA Brief for a quick refresher 

on Density Altitude tips!   

https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/active-

pilots/safety-and-technique/weather/density-altitude 

BEFA Has Gone CASHLESS 

In order to streamline the accounting process, the BEFA 

Board has discontinued cash transactions. Payment may be 

made by personal check, bank generated check, Zelle, or 

credit card via your FSP account. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Security:  Locked Aircraft 

During your post-flight, please remember to lock the 

airplane. When locked, pull the handle to double-check 

that it is locked.   

                                                

                                       

                                               

                   

From your Assist. Operations Manager,  

Jordan Ming 

When walking into the office through the side door, 
there is a whiteboard on the left wall of a To-do List.   

Please feel free to sign up to help out in and around 
BEFA.   
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Volunteers Needed 

DART - O         “        R  ” - June 18th 

 

On June 18th 2022, the Renton DART group will be 

participating in the largest GA airlift ever attempted in the 

PNW!  Over 100 Pilots from Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 

California and YES Canada, will be working along side DART 

groups from Western WA to move over 60,000lbs of 

donated non-perishable food from Vancouver BC and Walla 

Walla through KBLI and KRNT.  

If you remember the “disaster drill” from last September, 

that utilized BEFA/KRNT pilots to scout the Ballard Locks, 

mountain passes and “report” to the KALW DART hub, this 

is similar but much bigger.  This international effort will 

involve multiple State, County and local entities as well as 

many Non-Governmental Organizations.  The goal of this 

airlift is to test the ability of the GA community, not only of 

WA, OR, ID and CA,  but also of Western Canada, to come 

together during a disaster. The General Aviation community 

will most likely be the only source of  relief for many of the 

isolated counties in Western Washington.   

How can you help?  I am glad you ask… 

 

 

At KRNT, we need both pilots and ground crew to 

manage the arrival and distribution of 20,000 lbs of 

non-perishable food.  We are responsible for getting 6000 

lbs to Mason County and another 6000 lbs going to Grays 

Harbor County.  The remaining 8000 lbs will distributed to 

Northwest Harvest to help support our local community 

food banks.   

 

We are going to need all the help we can get!  If you would 

like to get involved or know of any other NON-BEFA pilot 

that would like to help with this effort, please reach out to  

Doug Weller at dougwellercfi@gmail.com. 

This is a tremendous opportunity to put all of your training 

to good use; not to mention a “real world” training scenario 

for a student.   

 

 

 

 

 

Change to Instrument Rating Requirements 

“FAA takes more practical approach to instrument rating 

requirements / New legal interpretation reverses prior 

inconsistency” by Jim Moore         AOPA online 3/9/2022 

PREVIOUS INTERPRETATION:   

“Required the use of ‘three different kinds of navigation 

systems” to meet the requirements of 61.65 (d)(2)(ii)(C). 

The 2008 and 2012 interpretations required applicants to, 

among other things, have completed a 250-nautical-mile 

flight with three approaches using different navigation 

systems (such as VOR, GPS/RNAV, or instrument landing 

system).” 

“In the first case (2008), the FAA had determined that three 

different navigation systems had to be used, and the 2012 

interpretation affirmed that conclusion—and went a step 

further by determining that precision approach radars and 

airport surveillance radars do not count as ‘navigation  
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systems’ for the purposes of satisfying the applicant’s 

required experience.” 

NEW INTERPRETATION:  

“The resulting February 28 memorandum overruled two 

prior FAA legal interpretations of FAR 61.65. ‘The 

          ’                   q                      

types of approaches, not three different navigation 

systems.’ ” 

“The [airman certification standards] directs the evaluator to 

test an applicant on three different kinds of approaches,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

consisting of one precision approach and two non-precision 

approaches, which must use two different kinds of 

navigational aids,” the FAA memo states. "Therefore, 

‘approach’ in §61.65(d)(2)(ii)(C) reasonably refers to an 

instrument approach, which is separate from a navigation 

system. Furthermore, under §61.65(c), an instrument rating 

applicant must receive training in eight different areas of 

operation, two of which are navigation systems and 

instrument approach procedures. This indicates part 61 

considers navigation systems and instrument approaches as 

separate from one another.” 

 

 APRIL AIRCRAFT RATES 
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BEFA-Annual Crab Feed 

& Membership Meeting May 21st, 2022 

 Saturday 5:00-8:00PM Location: BEFA Renton Hangar 
            * Please call the Befa office or come by to sign up with information on how many Guests you 

will bring. This helps us to order the correct amount of Crab for the event. 
 

Crab will be provided as the principal entrée along with BBQ, 
 and a variety of salads, rolls, desserts, and beverages. 

 
 We provide space on the serving table to accommodate potluck offerings. 

    *Those bringing potluck items should plan to arrive a little early (~4:30pm), so 
that the serving tables can be ready when the dinner begins at 5:00 PM. 

 

*When you sign up, be sure to add +1, +2 for any extra guests you bring. 
Cost: $20 per person. Children twelve years old and younger are FREE!  
Payment may be made by Check or billed to your BEFA account at the event. 

*As always, we can use some volunteer help w/ logistics.  
• Set-up and take-down of chairs and tables (4:00pm on the day of the event). 
• Placement of utensils, plates, napkins, and tablecloths 
• Wipe down, fold and stack tables and chairs after the event. 

Volunteers, please contact Joel Purificacion, BEFA Vice President (206) 251-1608 
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Aviation Museums Near Airports in Washington 

Museum Name Nearest 
Airport 

Home to Hours URL address 

Heritage Flight 
Museum 

Skagit Regional 
Airport,  

Burlington 

Several dozen aircraft, including the 
Interstate S-1A, Northrop F-89 J 
Scorpion, Mitsubishi A6M Zero 
(Harvard Mk.IV), and the North 
American P-51D Mustang, among 
others 

10a – 4p 

Thurs thru 
Sat 

https://heritageflight.org/ 

 

The Museum of 
Flight 

Restoration 
Center 

Paine Field,  

Everett 

Task Silhouette, Lockheed P-80C 
Shooting Star, Bell UH-1H Iroquois, 
and the Bowers Flybaby prototype 

10a – 5p  
Daily 

http://museumofflight.org/Explore-
The-Museum/Aircraft-Restoration. 

 

Boeing Future 
of Flight  

Paine Field,  

Everett 

Rutan Quickie, Beech Starship 
2000A, Stoddard-Hamilton Glasair 
III, and the Diamond HK-36TTC 
Super Dimona 

9:30a – 5p          
Mon, Thurs 

thru Sun 

https://www.boeingfutureofflight.com/ 

 

PBY Memorial 
Foundation 

Naval Heritage 
Center 

A J Eisenberg 
Airport,     

Oak Harbor 

PBT Catalina amphibious aircraft 11a – 4p   
Wed thru 
Sat; 1 - 4p 

Sun 

 

https://pnwnam.org/ 

 

 

Olympic Flight 
Museum 

Olympia 
Regional 
Airport,  

Olympia 

Bell AH-1P Cobra, Hughes OH-6A 
Cayuse, Cessna A-37B Dragonfly, 
British Aircraft Corporation 
Strikemaster 84, and the North 
American T-28A Trojan 

10a – 4 p 

Sat & Sun 

https://olympicflightmuseum.com/ 

 

Port Townsend 
Aero Museum 

Jefferson 
County Intl 

Airport,   

 Port Townsend 

19 vintage aircraft (dated from the 
1920s to the 1940s) and all fully 
restored and in flying condition 

9a – 4p 

Wed thru 
Sun 

https://ptaeromuseum.com/ 

 

The Museum of 
Flight 

King County Intl 
Airport,   

Seattle 

Grumman FM-2 Wildcat, Goodyear 
F2G-1 Super Corsair, Douglas DWC 
World Cruiser, and replicas of both 
the Wright 1902 glider and the 
Wright 1903 flyer 

10a – 5 p  
Daily 

www.museumofflight.org 

 

 

 

 

Historic Flight 
Foundation 

Felts Field,  

Spokane 

Ravel Air 4000, Boeing Stearman 
A75N1 Kaydet, Hamilton 
Metalplane H-47, Beechcraft D17S 
Staggerwing, and the Douglas DC-3 

10a - 4p 

Tues thru Sun 

https://historicflight.org/ 

 

Honor Point 
Military & 
Aerospace 
Museum 

Felts Field,  

Spokane 

McDonnell F-101B Voodoo, 
Stearman C3D, Convair F-102A 
Delta Dagger, and the Canadair CL-
13A Sabre 5 

9a – 3p 

Thurs thru 
Sun 

http://honorpoint.org 

 

McAllister 
Museum of 

Aviation 

Yakima Air 
Terminal 
Airport,    

Yakima 

Stinson Model 108 Voyager, Boeing 
40C, Marquart Charger MA-5, and 
the Carbon Cub FX 

11a – 3p 

Thurs thru 
Sat 

www.mcallistermuseum.org 

 

  Source:  https://aerocorner.com/blog/aviation-museums-in-washington-state                                           compiled by Y. Pipkin Apr2022 

 

https://heritageflight.org/
http://museumofflight.org/Explore-The-Museum/Aircraft-Restoration
http://museumofflight.org/Explore-The-Museum/Aircraft-Restoration
https://www.boeingfutureofflight.com/
https://pnwnam.org/
https://olympicflightmuseum.com/
https://ptaeromuseum.com/
http://www.museumofflight.org/
https://historicflight.org/
http://honorpoint.org/
http://www.mcallistermuseum.org/
https://aerocorner.com/blog/aviation-museums-in-washington-state
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 Contact in the order of: 

1. Ops Mgr., Wes McKechnie         ofc   (425) 271-2332 

2. Asst. Ops Mgr., Jordan Ming      cell   (936) 203-0066 

3. Emergency/Semi-Emergency     text   (206) 384-9680 

4. Ops Officer, Matt Smith 

5. Any Board Member 

 

 

 

 

 

Renton Maintenance: 

In the event no other contact above is available, call 

          Ace Aviation directly   (425) 204-0845. 

 

Contact information can be obtained from Flight 

Schedule Pro; navigate to People. 

 

Board of Directors 

President  Bob Ingersoll 

Vice President Joel Purificacion 

Operations Officer Matt Smith  

Safety Officer Bob Guthrie 

Treasurer Harium Martin-Morris 

Secretary Aaron Balog 

 

  Staff      (425) 271-2332 

Operations Manager Wes McKechnie 

Asst. Operations Manager Jordan Ming 

  Operations Asst. Diana Cassity 

Operations Asst. Saturdays   Yvonne Pipkin 

Accountant Millicent Rhoades  

 

There are no phones at this time. Please call the 

Renton office in an emergency; otherwise contact the 

focal below. 

PAE Coordinator 
Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson 

PAE Facilities & 
Support 

Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Safety Focal 
Steve Kirsch 

Mike Dubbury 

Oliver Meier 
 

 

Billing or Payment Support:       accounting@befa.org 

General Inquires or Information:   office@befa.org 

Operations Support:        operations@befa.org 

       asst.operations@befa.org 

Newsletter, Website:     asst.office@befa.org 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Volunteers are welcomed: Join our team and help 
post/moderate any of our social media accounts.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BEFA Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/BEFA.Washington/ 

BEFA Facebook Group      

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA.Washington/ 

BEFA Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/befa.washington/ 

BEFA Twitter 

https://twitter.com/BEFA_Washington 

 

 

Ne  Newsletter Editor:  Yvonne Pipkin 

 
 

BEFA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ISSUES 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

EVERETT OFFICE CONTACTS 

 BEFA Newsletters are available  

      on the BEFA website  

      in News & Events. 

mailto:accounting@befa.org
mailto:office@befa.org
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mailto:%09%20%20%20asst.operations@befa.org
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