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3,10,17,24,31  Crew Night in BEFA RNT Hangar 
                       Thursdays, 4p–7p 

12                Statewide Face Mask Mandate Ends 
                       Friday night at 11:59 p 

  13             Set your clock ahead 1 hour 
                       Sunday morning 

  17             BEFA Board Meeting, RNT 

   Thursday, 4p   
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WELCOME ABOARD! 

  New Members     Share Class         Airport 

 

  March 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Member       1st Solo                Instructor(s) 

Private Pilot Ground School  

Enroll Now! 

Register with EvCC or RTC.                         

Everett Community College (EvCC)  

https://www.everettcc.edu/ccec/aerospace  

click on Aviation Ground School  

Renton Technical College (RTC) 

https://www.rtc.edu/registration 

Details on p. 8 

  

photo by Neil Hathi  5/12/2020 

https://www.everettcc.edu/ccec/aerospace
https://www.rtc.edu/registration
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Indoor Face Mask Mandate Ends March 12th  

After two years of following COVID-19 guidelines, life is 

beginning to go back to normal. On March 1st the 

mandate to show proof of vaccine was lifted.  On March 

12th the mandate to wear face masks indoors will also be 

lifted as a result of CDC updating their guidelines based 

on the drop in COVID cases and hospitalizations.    

In light of the newly adopted mask guidelines, BEFA no 

longer requires mask wearing beginning March 12th.  We 

are looking forward to having events again, and seeing 

your smiling faces.    

Engine Out Landing 

Have you ever thought about what it would be like to have 

to do an engine out landing?   

Here is a video and audio of a pilot in a Cessna 205 who 

had a catastrophic engine failure on February 11, 2022 

while flying on an IFR flight plan from S36 (Norman Grier 

Field Airport, Kent, WA) to KMYV (Sacramento, CA) 

cruising at 9,000 feet.     Source:  www.youtube.com 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=

desktop&v=CEMlny_ExuU       

The pilot was fortunate to be within range of the Hillsboro, 

Oregon Airport, and did a wonderful job of landing.  

Photos of the trashed engine are at the end of the clip. 

The first thing the pilot did was declare an emergency with 

ATC and ask them for nearest airport, while he flew the 

aircraft.  When the pilot identified Hillsboro, he then asked 

ATC for further information about Hillsboro again while he 

flew the aircraft.  The pilot had his priority right and with 

the help of ATC and the Hillsboro tower had a very 

successful outcome 

Most important is to fly the plane! 

 

 

 

Kudos to Everyone Who Helped with the 

BEFA Booth 

I would like to provide kudos to Jordan and Kevin for driving 

down on Friday and setting up our booth ahead of the 

Northwest Aviation Conference & Trade Show in Puyallup.  

Also, kudos to the volunteers we had on hand for Saturday 

and Sunday.  See pictures on page 7.     

We made a strong showing and received two pages of 

interested applicants to staple to our guest membership 

waitlist. 

 

 

 A New (to BEFA) Airplane in the Fleet 

Rumor has it there’s a new (to BEFA) airplane in the fleet, 

and you want to check it out. You log onto FSP. Lo and 

behold there it is, available for you to take out and explore.  

It all looks so simple, but there’s a lot happening behind the 

scenes for us to bring a new airplane on line. I’m going to 

describe some of the discussions and activities which occur 

before you get to use a new plane. We’ll use our latest 

acquisition N737WS (WS) as an example.  Look for it to be 

available on FSP at Paine in the next week or so. 

There are several items which need to be in place. First, we 

need a BEFA checklist in the airplane. Next is the Excel 

weight and balance spreadsheet as well as a six-month quiz.  

All three need to be on the BEFA website such that pilots 

can familiarize themselves with the aircraft without having 

to go to the airport. Lastly, we have to decide if there are 

special instructional needs associated with the plane. 

To start, the checklist should look similar to those in our 

other aircraft yet deal with any nuances of the new plane.  

WS is a 1978 C-172N model, as is N739BT. We decided 

that the same checklist will suffice for both airplanes. 

The six-month quiz should have questions designed for 

normal operation as well as to raise awareness of special 

features.   

Operational procedures for both N737WS and N739BT are 

basically the same, making N739BT’s existing quiz a good 

place to start. That said, WS has a Lycoming O-320-H2AD 

engine, whereas N739BT has an O-320-D2J via an STC.  

From your President,  

Bob Ingersoll 

From your Vice President,  

Joel Purificacion 

From your Operations Officer,  

Matt Smith 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=CEMlny_ExuU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=CEMlny_ExuU
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The H2AD engine model has an AD (80-04-03 R2) and 

Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin (SAIB: NE-06-

31R4) associated with the specific oil and required change 

frequency which the D2J does not.   

The H2AD engine requires a specific oil type (special 

additives) and oil changes at fifty-hour intervals (tach 

hours). You may NOT overfly the 50-hour limit – period, 

end of discussion. If the oil is at forty-nine hours and you’re 

planning to fly for more than one tach hour, you may not 

use WS until an oil change is performed.  If you’re on a 

cross country trip with WS, and you approach the fifty-hour 

limit, you may have to schedule an oil change while on the 

trip.  Plan accordingly.   

To accommodate the differences, we now have slightly 

different quizzes between N737WS and N739BT.  We put 

additional questions on the WS quiz pertaining to operation 

of the H2AD engine in order to remind pilots of the 

requirements.   

We will have the specific oil (Aeroshell W100 Plus) in the 

box at Paine in case you need to add some before your 

flight or take some along for a cross country. 

Additionally, WS has an Aspen Evolution E5 Dual Electronic 

Flight Instrument (EFI – attitude indicator and HSI).  Since 

only one other airplane in the fleet is equipped with an 

Aspen unit (T-210 N9843Y), we had a lot of discussions 

about how to get pilots up to speed.   

There are several questions on the WS quiz about the E5 

to cover critical basic functions. In addition, we’re asking 

pilots to get a checkout with a BEFA CFI before taking the 

plane solo.  We feel this is particularly important before 

IFR operations.  It doesn’t need to be a long session. If 

you’re familiar with the E5 from some other application 

(e.g., N9843Y), simply convince your CFI you know what 

you’re doing and they can send you on your way.  To 

document the discussion, do the N737WS six-month quiz, 

have your CFI sign it, and put it in your folder.  The E5 is 

easier to use than the rather intimidating 165-page user 

manual suggests. There are a lot of capabilities most 

people won’t need, but for the more discriminating pilot 

there is lots of useful information in a small footprint on 

the panel. 

WS is equipped with a Garmin 650.  Since most of our fleet 

has them, we didn’t feel any need to add anything to the 

quiz.  WS does not have ADSB-IN, so there is no traffic 

information on the 650 screen (I use a Sentry mini and my 

iPad or iPhone for that purpose), nor does it have the 

additional card (Garmin FlightStream) which would allow a 

flight plan download from Foreflight or other EFB  

 

application.  We will put the card on our wish list as a future 

addition. 

We’re currently going through this same exercise for an 

additional C-172N (N2345Z) which will be based in Renton.  

This aircraft has an impressive Dynon avionics package.  

You can expect special requirements for it as well. 

Bringing new offerings on line is a challenge. There is a lot 

of work behind the scenes to make the transition into the 

aircraft safe, yet as efficient as possible.  Suggestions as to 

how to do this better in the future are welcome. 

We’ll talk again next month. Until then, “operate” as if your 

life depends on it, because you just never know. 

 

 

 

February Report:  We have done it again, no accidents, 

or incidents to report, keep it up. 

Cross-Country Itineraries:  Spring is almost here, most 

people note flowers sticking up in the cold ground, I 

recognize it by the sudden appearance of cross-country 

itineraries looking for approval. Some of you are still 

ignoring the new block that showed up asking you to enter 

when the next required AD is scheduled. Please check it as 

you do not want to be grounded in Dodge when the next 

one is due. 

A Lesson Learned:  Since mistakes are on my mind, I 

thought I would share with you one of mine.  I don't know 

who said it first but Fred Quarnstrom told me, “Bob we just 

won't live long enough to make all the mistakes, so we 

should learn as much as we can from the mistakes of 

others.”  

About 42 years ago, I was a brand-new instrument rated 

pilot, and the opportunity came to exercise my new license.  

The weather was warm, the freezing level above 6000 feet, 

winds were calm, so I planned a round trip to Portland. Just 

South of Olympia at 4000 feet, in solid IFR, the airspeed 

went to zero.  Called departure, asked for lower thinking I 

would land at CLS, unable for about 20 miles was the 

answer, looked out at a frozen pitot tube, turned on the 

heat, airspeed went back to 100.  I continued on.  

New procedure for me - If the airplane enters a cloud, 

the pitot heat goes on regardless of the freezing level. 

From your Safety Officer,  

Bob Guthrie 

I am sure that our instrument training is better now than it 

was then, but just in case, learn from me. 



 

4 | BEFA Newsletter     
 

 

 

Attaboys for our Volunteers 

Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us 

running smoothly, often saving money in the process.  We 

thank the following for their recent contribution. 

★Mike Borkan (CFI) and Mike Dziubinski for cleaning 

up TKS fluid on the hangar floor 

★Mike Dziubinski, Doug Weller (CFI) and Brian Jones 

(CFI) for logistics of ferrying 927CS 

★David Tyler for donating many coffee pods 

 

Grievances: 

• Red extension cord left on ramp.  

• N2711R tail gust lock not put on properly, battery 

switch left off, tiedowns not tightened, left loose.  

• 2/21/22 papers and garbage found in the back 

pilot seat pocket of 97PD. Please clear the plane of 
all your garbage when ending your flight.  

• Battery jump pack was not re-attached to trickle 

charge chord after use, resulting in not being fully 
charged.  

• Engine heat blow carts battery was not hooked up 

to trickle charger after use, resulting in dead 
battery. Please hook it back up when done on all 

carts. Also, If the hose clamps come off on the 

extension tube, please hook it back up, or let us 
know. 

Support Equipment Care 

A couple of notes on use of our support equipment to 
remember. We have been grabbing these components and 

finding them under charged or parts displaced from them.  

When using the battery jump pack to start a plane 

that has a low battery, you must  

• Be checked out on the usage of it. Grab me, Jordan 

or a CFI who knows the process to show you how to 
use it; or better yet, we’ll do it for you. It is very 

important to use proper procedures, and it can be 
dangerous.  

• Use the blue hand truck if you cannot comfortably 

carry it to the plane. (It is all battery so very heavy!)  

• ALWAYS plug it back into the trickle charger/battery 

to keep charged/topped off. 

When using the engine heater blow carts, you must  

• ALWAYS plug it back into the trickle charger/battery 

to keep charged/topped off. It’s frustrating to grab  

 

the carts and find that the batteries were not 

plugged back in and are dead, resulting in the 

required fan not working.  

• If unfamiliar or haven’t used in a while, you must 
grab someone to help that is familiar. 

De-Ice fluid usage:  

• Refill when done using for the next member.  

• Do not drag the tip of the sprayer on the ground.  

• Advise you to wear appropriate goggles.  

• Keep spray off of windshields.  

• Wipe up any spills in the hangar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  https://www.avweb.com/aviation-news/ 

Answer is on p. 7.    

From your Operations Manager,  

Wes McKechnie 

AIRCRAFT RATES 

NOTAM is an acronym for what phrase? 

A. Notices to Airmen 

B. Notices to Air Management 

C. Notices to Air Missions 

https://www.avweb.com/aviation-news/
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BEFA Christmas Gift:  Wilbur & Orville 

By Rohan S. Sharma 

BEFA has meant so much to me over the years. Beyond 

access to a stellar, ever-growing fleet, it's the interactions 

with staff, flight instructors, and members that I truly 

cherish. From helping me achieve my aviation goals and 

dreams to providing a safe haven for us airplane-geeks, 

BEFA has definitely been an integral part of my life here in 

Seattle. So, I wanted to give back. 

I'd like to introduce you to Wilbur and Orville!   

 

Sometimes after a flight (let's say to KORS), especially on a 

sunny day, I'd really like to stretch my legs rather than relying 

on a courtesy car to explore the nearby area. This led me to 

explore relatively low-weight, easy-to-maintain solutions that 

are fun to use. Eventually, I converged on a pair of 6-speed 

folding bikes! 

Each bike weighs ~26lbs. and once folded, the pair fit in 

either the backseat and/or baggage compartment of a 172, 

182, and SR20 (presumably others, but these are the only 

ones I have tested). You'll want to: 1) lay a tarp or towel 

down to protect the seat and carpet in the baggage area, and 

2) use the seat belt in the backseat to keep the bikes firmly 

in place. 

Much like Snoopy I'll set up a binder/photo album to keep 

track of the adventures Wilbur and Orville go on. I'll also 

include some tips on how to fold and unfold the bikes as well 

as some procedural information - how to load and unload 

them from an airplane (don't forget those W&B calculations!). 

We're still sorting out a few of the logistics so stay tuned on 

that front. In the meantime, get those helmets ready! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

On behalf of all future BEFA bike riders,  

thank you Rohan for your thoughtful gift. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Editorial comment:  Rohan, what a great idea to name the 
bikes Wilbur and Orville after these two bicyclists and 
famous inventors of flight.  Afterall, the Wright Brothers 
successful evolution to flying advanced from their 
conceptual links to biking. 

 

“Wheeling is just like flying!” 

James Howard Means, editor of the influential journal, 

The Aeronautical Annual, published an article in 1896 

called “Wheeling and Flying,” in which he suggested a 

link between bicycles and flight: 

“It is not uncommon for the cyclist…to remark, 

Wheeling is just like flying!… To learn to wheel one 

must learn to balance; to learn to fly one must learn 

to balance.”  ~James Howard Means~ 

 

December 17, 1903 - First Successful Flight 

 

Connections to the Airplane 

In designing their airplane, the Wrights drew upon a 

number of bicycle concepts: 

•  The central importance of balance and control. 

•  The need for strong but lightweight structures. 

•  The chain-and-sprocket transmission system for 

propulsion. 

•  Concerns regarding wind resistance and 

aerodynamic shape of the operator. 

Source: https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/wright-

brothers/online/who/1895/biketoflight.cfm 

https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/wright-brothers/online/who/1895/biketoflight.cfm
https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/wright-brothers/online/who/1895/biketoflight.cfm
https://airandspace.si.edu/
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In commemoration of Black History last month, John Vian (BEFA member) shares his logbook signed by Rip Gooch in 1983. 

“Rip Gooch, was an American pilot, aviation entrepreneur, and politician in Kansas.  Aviation Career:  Gooch earned his private pilot's license in 1947, and 

continued with advanced flight training at a private flying service.  Gooch continued his flight training, eventually becoming a commercial pilot and flight 

instructor. He became a part-time stunt flyer with the legendary airshow impresario Bill Sweet. 

However, despite earning his wings, Gooch couldn't find full-time aviation work because he was black. In 1951, Gooch moved to Wichita, Kansas—a major 

aviation industrial center known as the "Air Capital City"—where he began to work for Boeing Airplane Company. After battling racism at Boeing while 

working as a Boeing inspector in the 1950s, he decided to start his own flight business—one of the first black-owned modern FBOs (general aviation fixed-

base operations) in the U.S., which provided a stepping stone for a number of other black pilots. 

In the late 1950s, at Wichita's Rawdon Airport Gooch became owner/operator of its FBO, Aero Services, Inc. Aero Services provided flight training, charter 
flying, aircraft rental and storage. Aero Services also became the Mooney Aircraft regional distributorship for Kansas and parts of Missouri (ironically right 

across the street from the factory of Mooney's chief rival Beech Aircraft).”                                       Source:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U._L._Gooch 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thejacksonmortuary.com/obituary/ulysess-gooch 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thejacksonmortuary.com/obituary/ulysess-gooch
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Trivia Answer:  The correct answer is C.      “In December 2021 FAA made a name change to the acronym NOTAM to modernize  

    and gender-neutralize aviation terms.”  ‘Notices to Airmen’ is now ‘Notices to Air Missions’. 
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Boeing Employees:  The Spring Quarter 2022 Ground School posters are available on the Home page of the BEFA website (befa.org) to copy, distribute  

and/or post at work.  Thank you! 
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Contact in the order of: 

1. Ops Mgr., Wes McKechnie         ofc   (425) 271-2332 

2. Asst. Ops Mgr., Jordan Ming      cell   (936) 203-0066 

3. Emergency/Semi-Emergency     text   (206) 384-9680 

4. Ops Officer, Matt Smith 

5. Any Board Member 

 

 

 

 

 

Renton Maintenance: 

In the event no other contact above is available, call 

          Ace Aviation directly   (425) 204-0845. 

 

Contact information can be obtained from Flight 

Schedule Pro; navigate to People. 

 

Board of Directors 

President  Bob Ingersoll 

Vice President Joel Purificacion 

Operations Officer Matt Smith  

Safety Officer Bob Guthrie 

Treasurer Harium Martin-Morris 

Secretary Aaron Balog 

 

  Staff      (425) 271-2332 

Operations Manager Wes McKechnie 

Asst. Operations Manager Jordan Ming 

  Operations Asst. Diana Cassity 

Operations Asst. Saturdays   Yvonne Pipkin 

Accountant Millicent Rhoades  

 

There are no phones at this time. Please call the 

Renton office in an emergency; otherwise contact the 

focal below. 

PAE Coordinator 
Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson 

PAE Facilities & 
Support 

Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Safety Focal 
Steve Kirsch 

Mike Dubbury 

Oliver Meier 

 

 

Billing or Payment Support:       accounting@befa.org 

General Inquires or Information:   office@befa.org 

Operations Support:        operations@befa.org 

       asst.operations@befa.org 

Newsletter:      asst.office@befa.org  

Website:     asst.operations@befa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Volunteers are welcomed: Join our team and help 
post/moderate any of our social media accounts.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BEFA Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/BEFA.Washington/ 

BEFA Facebook Group      

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA.Washington/ 

BEFA Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/befa.washington/ 

BEFA Twitter 

https://twitter.com/BEFA_Washington 

 

 

BEFA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ISSUES 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

EVERETT OFFICE CONTACTS 

 BEFA Newsletters are available  

      on the BEFA website  

      in News & Events. 
 

Ne  Newsletter Editor:  Yvonne Pipkin 
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