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3,10,17,24    Crew Night in BEFA RNT Hangar 
   Feb            Thursdays, 4p–7p 

       9           CFI Meeting 
   Feb            Wednesday, 5p 

     12           Seaplane Meet & Greet 
   Feb            Saturday, noon, BEFA RNT  see p. 6 details 

    17           BEFA Board Meeting, RNT Facility 
    Feb              Thursday, 4p 

26 & 27       NW Aviation Conference & Trade Show 
    Feb            Washington State Fair Events Ctr, Puyallup 

      See next page for NWAC details 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sales Tax Exemption applies to training flights in an 

aircraft with an instructor who is listed in the FSP drop down 

box. 

 

 

Get checked out by an instructor.   

The BEFA Instructor List is found on the BEFA website 

under Learn to Fly.  Click on the Find a BEFA 

Instructor button. 

Note:  Simulator Flight Training does not qualify for the              

sales tax exemption. 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

Member     1st Solo                Instructor(s) 

WELCOME ABOARD! 

  New Members     Share Class         Airport 

 

AIRCRAFT RATES 

When the ceilings are too low, take flight in a simulator! 
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January Board Meeting 

Your BEFA Board met January 20, 2022, which included 

new Board members;  

Joel Purificacion, VP 

Harium Martin-Morris, Treasurer 

Bob Guthrie, Safety Officer 

The NTSB has finally released 2164Z from our PAE 

hangar.  As a result, our insurance carrier has forwarded 

a check for the total insured amount of the aircraft.   

We are now finalizing the purchase of C172N, 737WS, 

which will be on line at PAE in the near future.  We are 

also finalizing the lease of another C172N, 2345Z, which 

will be on line at RNT.  These aircraft should enhance your 

flying options at both RNT and PAE. 

In addition, it appears we are going to be able to secure 

a different hangar at PAE.  It will be larger than our 

existing hangar and offer the opportunity to refinish the 

interior into both a hangar and office area.    

If the weather has you grounded, check out the upcoming 

Northwest Aviation Conference and Trade Show at the 

Puyallup Fair Grounds.    

 

 

 

Northwest Aviation Conference is ON: 

February 26-27 

Notice to Airmen: The NWAC is returning after a 

pandemic-related pause.  BEFA has committed to staffing 

a booth at the two-day event at the Showplex Exhibit Hall 

in Puyallup.   

We are looking for a few Bold, Old, and Bold & Old 

members to staff our booth for 3-hour shifts.  The sign-

up/rostering form will be posted at Diana's desk.   

Thank you in advance for representing BEFA and 

supporting our industry. 

 

 

 

Source:  https://www.washingtonaviation.org/attendee-

information 

EVENT HOURS:   

Saturday, February 26th  9:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

Sunday, February 27th  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

ADMISSION:  $5/day      Kids Free 

“Attendees must adhere to current WA State COVID 

requirements at the time of the event (FEB 26/27). 

Presently you will be required to wear a mask while not 

actively eating or drinking. We apologize for the  

inconvenience this may pose and appreciate your 

understanding. You do not need to be vaccinated to 

attend.” 

LOCATION:   

Blue Gate / Showplex Exhibit Hall / Washington State 

Fairgrounds     

110 9th Avenue SW   Puyallup, WA 

Parking Free (Blue Lot) 

SAFETY SEMINAR SPEAKERS: 

Click on the link to Preliminary Schedule: 

https://www.washingtonaviation.org/events/conference 

 

From your President,  

Bob Ingersoll 

From your Vice President,  

Joel Purificacion 

Attend 2022 Northwest Aviation 
Conference & Trade Show 

February 26th & 27th  

 

 

https://www.washingtonaviation.org/events/conference
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Fleet Projects Update 

This month, I’m going to give some updates on projects 

we’ve been working on to improve the fleet. First up, 

Joerg Zender and his crew (Janik Zender, Christian Frey, 

Max Welliver, and Dave Stockwell) have been working on 

the exterior of N78440, and the interiors of N704RY and 

N735LH. They have done an impressive job, and we all 

owe them a round of thanks for their efforts. Ultimately, 

we want to leverage what they’ve learned in order to 

continuously upgrade the fleet. 

Second, the Cirrus SR20 N662AJ is having the Garmin 

430’s replaced with Avidyne Integra GPS units. This 

project has run headlong into the supply chain issues that 

seem to plague nearly every airplane project these days. 

There’s nothing we can do about it but be patient. We 

hope to have the airplane on line before serious cross-

country weather gets here. 

Third is the Decathlon N93WE. If you remember from 

September, we found metal in the oil filter, and sent the 

engine off for an IRAN (Inspect and Repair as Necessary). 

We recently got an update from the repair station. 

They’ve finished the inspection, and are waiting on parts 

for the repairs. We do not have an estimate on when the 

engine will be returned. In addition, we’re upgrading the 

landing gear in order to increase the useful load. We 

ordered the new gear from American Champion at the 

same time we sent the engine out. We’re still waiting on 

delivery. This is another airplane we hope to have on line 

by the time the weather improves. 

Now, for some good news. We’re bringing a C-172N 

model (N737WS) on line in Everett. We’re dotting the i’s 

and crossing the t’s on the purchase as I write this. Regal 

is going through the airplane to make sure it’s up to snuff, 

and ready to fly. The airplane has a Garmin GTN 650 GPS, 

an Aspen Evolution E5 Attitude indicator and DG, as well 

as a JP Instruments EDM 700 engine monitor. This should 

be a nice addition to the fleet. We originally hoped to 

replace the Aspen unit with two Garmin G5’s and then add 

an autopilot. Given the lead time issues with avionics 

today, we’ve decided to sit tight for now, fly it as it is, and 

revisit this upgrade at a later date. 

Lastly, we’ve placed a one-G Foundation simulator in 

Renton.  It’s installed in the room next to the Redbird  

 

 

simulator. This addition is due to the efforts of Josh 

Swanson and CFI Mikel Moore.  It has a Garmin GTN 650 

simulator and should be an excellent adjunct to our 

baseline airplanes. Josh and Mikel have been training CFI’s 

on its capabilities. The CFI list should be up to date for who 

is qualified to teach in it. It’s impressive, so take a look and 

see if it fits into your training needs. 

As you can see, we have a lot going on. Some of the 

projects are moving slower than we had anticipated. 

Please be patient as we try to keep the fleet moving in a 

positive direction. 

We’ll talk again next month. Until then, “operate” as if your 

life depends on it, because you just never know. 

 

 

 

 

January Report 

The good news is another month without a reported 

incident, or accident.     

The bad news is Will Allen left us.  They built their dream 

home in Alaska, and there is just not enough time to 

continue instructing at BEFA.  He will be missed.  I am 

sure that I am not the only one who has had an exciting 

ride with Will so we wish him well, tail winds and clear 

skies.  

So-so news is we have not received all the CFI annual 

reports as I write this.  It is clear that we have collectively 

given over 3000 hours of instruction this year.  There are 

37 of us listed on page one of the approved instructor list; 

three with iron posteriors (Mikel Moore, Brian Jones, and 

Adam Tomlinson) who have given half of the   total. 

Congratulations, the airlines are waiting!  Unfortunately, 

that means several of us have not met the minimums 

required by the Rules of Operation, and that will be one 

of the topics for discussion at our February 9th CFI 

meeting.   

The second topic for the evening is our new simulator. 

Josh Swanson and Mikel Moore will bring us up to date on 

their efforts so far. 

 

 

 

 

 

From your Safety Officer,  

Bob Guthrie 

From your Operations Officer,  

Matt Smith 
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Attaboys for our Volunteers 

Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us 

running smoothly, often saving money in the process.  We 

thank the following for their recent contribution. 

★ Michael Dziubinski for work on 927CS data bases 

and servicing the deice fluids.    

★ Dave Stockwell for fixing the dumpsters and general 

hanger fixes.  

★ Mikel Moore (CFI) for 513MM work.  

★ Derrick Rhoads for finishing the mill work in the 

office!  

★ Joerg Zender, Janik Zender and Christian Frey and 

company for ongoing aircraft interior improvements.  

 

 

 

 

We are sizing up a potential new PAE BEFA hanger/office 

spot, and we’re hoping there is a BEFA member who has 

some Tenant Improvement / carpentry skills that could 

help us out.   

       Please contact Wes or Jordan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              

 

The hangar "man door" that directly accesses the parking 

lot has been found to be left unlocked which allows 

unauthorized people potential access to our facility, and to 

the air side (TSA violation) of the security fence.  

Everyone:  

Please make sure the hangar “man door” is locked when 

you leave the RNT hangar, particularly after hours.  

Use the side office door only for entrance / exit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEFA Renton 

Security 

Awareness  

From your Operations Manager,  

Wes McKechnie Don't use Renton 

Hangar “man door” to 

access parking lot; it 

should be used only 

for bringing in or 

taking out supplies. 

 

 
Check out the online BEFA Flight Schedule Pro 
User Guide.   

Navigate to Documents & Forms / Documents & 
Procedures. 
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Seaplane season is almost here!  

We want to invite BEFA members interested in obtaining their SES rating, or wanting to complete the 

BEFA Gold checkout to attend a seaplane meet and greet on Saturday, February 12th at 12 pm.  

Wayne and I are planning to be available most of the afternoon for questions, there will be free ground 

training to include driving the float truck and launching the aircraft. We are also planning on a few short 

city tour/intro flights to interested members (time and weather permitting). 

RSVP at asst.operations@befa.org or snacks won’t be guaranteed.  

For those who can’t make it, but would like to begin training, we would be happy to meet at a more 

convenient time.  

We anticipate a busy year for the seaplanes, get started early!  

 Wayne Ciesielski CFI SES  
(206) 214-5981  
 

Oren Peterson CFI SES   

(541) 579-0746 
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   October 6, 2021 

“Writing the Great American Notam” 

by Dan Namowitz 

“In August and September 2021 AOPA conducted a 

survey regarding concerns with the NOTAM system, and 

948 plots responded. The results are that pilots want the 

NOTAMS (Notices to Airmen) and how the NOTAMS are 

delivered more user friendly.    

“The FAA expressed optimism to AOPA that pilots would 

start seeing some notam system enhancements this fall. 

The modernization effort is to include: 

• providing graphical airport construction diagrams, 

• decreasing the number of permanent notams on 
file as a result of charts being updated more 

frequently, and 

• making the notam system more resistant to 

outages as it moves toward being a cloud-based 

resource.” 

 

FAA’s Upcoming NOTAM                           

Key Milestones  

Provide updated ICCAO formatting for certain 

domestic NOTAMs (IACO Phase 1): 

“In March 2022, ICAO formatted NOTAMs will be 

provided as an additional set of information for only those 

NOTAMs created in the digital AIXM format (~70% of 

NOTAMS). This will help familiarize NOTAM consumers 

with the ICAO format in advance of the agency’s planned 

implementation of the full ICAO format for all NOTAMS.” 

 

 

 

Implement the Takeoff and Landing Performance 

Assessment (TALPA) enhancement to the Federal 

NOTAM System (FNS). 

“Also targeted for March 2022, this enhancement to the 

Federal NOTAM System will improve how airport field 

conditions are reported in the NOTAM system. This 

automation enhancement will help reduce the number of 

NOTAMs pilots need to review during pre-flight briefings.” 

Complete the migration to a single NOTAM system: 

“In August 2023, the agency plans to complete the 

migration of NOTAM system functionality from legacy U.S. 

NOTAM System (USNS) software to the Federal NOTAM 

System (FNS) environment.” 

Publish and implement an ICAO compliant NOTAM 

policy order (ICAO Phase 2): 

“Targeted for December 2024, this will align the agency 

with International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 

standards for NOTAMs. As part of this effort, the Federal 

NOTAM System (FNS) will be updated to publish all NOTAMs 

in ICAO format.” 

Source:  https://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/notam/ 

 

 

“Country singer and pilot,    

               Nick Hoffman, sings his new original song 

                           ‘Runways, Wings & Gasoline’ “. 

 

Click on the link to hear AOPA’s video of Nick singing. 

https://aopalive.aopa.org/detail/videos/latest-

videos/video/6192321303001/runways-wings-and-

gasoline?utm_source=epilot&utm_medium=email 

Source:  AOPA ePilot  January 7, 2022 

Change is coming to NOTAMS! 

 
NOTAM Access Modernization 

https://www.faa.gov/about/initiatives/notam/
https://aopalive.aopa.org/detail/videos/latest-videos/video/6192321303001/runways-wings-and-gasoline?utm_source=epilot&utm_medium=email
https://aopalive.aopa.org/detail/videos/latest-videos/video/6192321303001/runways-wings-and-gasoline?utm_source=epilot&utm_medium=email
https://aopalive.aopa.org/detail/videos/latest-videos/video/6192321303001/runways-wings-and-gasoline?utm_source=epilot&utm_medium=email
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Contact in the order of: 

1. Ops Mgr., Wes McKechnie         ofc   (425) 271-2332 

2. Asst. Ops Mgr., Jordan Ming      cell   (936) 203-0066 

3. Emergency/Semi-Emergency     text   (206) 384-9680 

4. Ops Officer, Matt Smith 

5. Any Board Member 

 

 

 

 

 

Renton Maintenance: 

In the event no other contact above is available, call 

          Ace Aviation directly   (425) 204-0845. 

 

Contact information can be obtained from Flight 

Schedule Pro; navigate to People. 

 

Board of Directors 

President  Bob Ingersoll 

Vice President Joel Purificacion 

Operations Officer Matt Smith  

Safety Officer Bob Guthrie 

Treasurer Harium Martin-Morris 

Secretary Aaron Balog 

 

  Staff      (425) 271-2332 

Operations Manager Wes McKechnie 

Asst. Operations Manager Jordan Ming 

  Operations Asst. Diana Cassity 

Operations Asst. Saturdays   Yvonne Pipkin 

Accountant Millicent Rhoades  

 

There are no phones at this time. Please call the 

Renton office in an emergency; otherwise contact the 

focal below. 

PAE Coordinator 
Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson 

PAE Facilities & 
Support 

Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Safety Focal 
Steve Kirsch 

Mike Dubbury 

Oliver Meier 

 

 

Billing or Payment Support:       accounting@befa.org 

General Inquires or Information:   office@befa.org 

Operations Support:        operations@befa.org 

       asst.operations@befa.org 

Newsletter, Website:     asst.office@befa.org  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Volunteers are welcomed: Join our team and help 
post/moderate any of our social media accounts.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BEFA Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/BEFA.Washington/ 

BEFA Facebook Group      

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA.Washington/ 

BEFA Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/befa.washington/ 

BEFA Twitter 

https://twitter.com/BEFA_Washington 

 

 

Ne  Newsletter Editor:  Yvonne Pipkin 
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