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Jeff Borek                    9/01/2021        Balog 

Katharine McCoy        9/20/2021        Held / Boike 

  

       2-7          Renton Runway Closure 16/34 

     Oct            Midnight 2nd to Midnight 6th 

7,14,21,28   Crew Night in BEFA RNT Hangar 
    Oct             Thursdays, 4 pm – 7 pm 

      21            BEFA Board Meeting at RNT Facility 
    Oct             Thursday, 4 pm 

 
RENTON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT  

 

KRNT Runway Closure by Wes McKechnie:  On October 2nd 

the Renton Municipal Airport will start construction on the 
runway for concrete panel repair. This construction will affect 

runway operations only. Runway closure will be in effect from 

October 2, 2021 continuously through October 6, 2021. 

Starting on October 7th, 2021 the runway will be OPEN with a 

displaced threshold (4,542FT TORA/TODA/ASDA and 4,252ft 

LDA) THROUGH October 13th. 

Normal operations will return on October 14th, 2021 by 
midday. Seaplane (water) and Helicopter (taxiway) operations 
will remain in effect with no changes to daily operations. 

 

Flying to Canada under COVID-19 Rules 

 

“As of August 9, 2021 Canada has put in place new rules. 
There are exemptions, fully vaccinated U.S. Citizens, who 

meet specific conditions, are eligible to enter Canada.” 

https://elevatecharter.com/blog/2021/7/22/canada-
travel-update 

In September CFI Troy Larson flew to Canada in N927CS.  

His notes and observations are posted to the BEFA 
website (befa.org) on the Home page.  
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
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Instructor(s) 
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Member       1st Solo Flight      Instructor(s) 

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 



 

2 |   BEFA   October 2021  
 

 

                               
 

 

Welcoming Safety Officer, Bob Guthrie 

We have a change on the BEFA Board of Directors. Pete 

Seidel has resigned effective immediately as Safety 
Officer from the BEFA Board. We wish Pete the best and 

understand trying to blend job requirements and BEFA 

responsibilities can be overwhelming.   

The Board and Election Committee have unanimously 

approved Bob Guthrie to assume this position for the 
remainder of 2021. Bob’s experience and background 

serving as the Safety Officer before, will be  very helpful 

in this transition. Please join me in welcoming Bob.  

 

2021 Election of Officers 

BEFA’s annual election of officers will be taking place this 

month. This year the open Board positions are Vice 

President, Treasurer, and Safety Officer.   

If you are a Participating member, you will receive an 

invitation to vote via an email from “BEFA”. Simply 
clicking on the blue “Click_here_to_vote” box will take 

you to the ballot. The candidates’ respective ballot 
statements will be available via links on the ballot. 

 

There is an excellent slate of candidates from which to 
choose.  Please vote! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Airplane Acquisition Plan 

At the July Board meeting, a group of us (Aaron Balog, 
Harium Martin-Morris, Troy Larson and me) were asked 

to put together a long-term airplane acquisition plan.  At 
the September Board meeting, we presented our 

proposal, which was approved.  The condensed version 
of the plan is to try to purchase two C-172 aircraft and to 

acquire a Van’s RV12iS.  In the expanded version, the 

thinking behind the plan and the process of implementing 

it is significantly more complicated. 

First, let’s talk about the C-172’s. We believe we need to 
replace N2164Z in order to bring the Paine operations 

back to an appropriate level. Second, we also believe an 

additional C-172 in Renton is appropriate. In the ideal 

 

world, the two aircraft would be C-172S models, but the 

market for that airframe has gotten outside our price 
range.  Therefore, we are focusing on “N”, and “P” models 

to match up with N5344K and N739BT.  We will look at 

“R” models, but they are tracking the “S” models because 
they can readily be converted to 180 HP, effectively 

making them an “S” model.  An ideal airplane would 
already have a Garmin GTN 650 GPS and G5’s in the 

panel.  We realize members would like an autopilot.  For 

these models, we are not seeing many with autopilots 
already installed.  Therefore, we will probably have to 

make a longer-term plan to add an autopilot after we 
bring the airframe into BEFA.  That’s not a bad thing.  

Older model autopilots have been problematic, whereas 
current models are more reliable.  A “clean” airplane will 

make this job easier. 

Second, the foray into the Van’s aircraft is an opportunity 
to explore whether there is an airframe which can take 

the place of a C-172 as a basic training platform.  
Unfortunately, it will be a while before we get to try this 

out.  Like everybody else in the current COVID world, 

Van’s is experiencing supply and production delays.  We 
are going to buy a slot in their backlog.  It will probably 

be roughly eighteen months before we actually have the 
airplane in hand.  The reviews for the RV12iS are very 

favorable.  The flying characteristic are supposed to be 
really nice.  I’m looking forward to the opportunity to fly 

one. 

Once we have the RV12iS, we will take a look at the fleet 
again with respect to demand and make required 

adjustments.  As for the existing fleet, we will continue to 
make upgrades as necessary. If you have any opinions 

(and I’m sure you do), feel free to make your wishes 

known through conversations with Board members and 
Wes, as well as through e-mail.  We want your flying 

experience to meet your needs. 

We’ll talk again next month.  Until then, “operate” as if 

your life depends on it, because you just never know. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From your President,  

Bob Ingersoll 

From your Operations Officer,  

Matt Smith 

BEFA planes on the parking ramp at Roche Harbor 

August 8th.  Posted by Jon Klingler                                

to BEFA Facebook Group 9/2/2021  
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Attaboys for our Volunteers 

Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us 

running smoothly, often saving money in the process.  We 

thank the following for their recent contribution. 

★Bob Hardin for stopping the fuel drain sump from 

leaking 

★John Klinger, Troy Larson, Ghazi Masood, Andrew 

Boike (CFI) and Skip Sethman for facilitating return of 

2365C 

★Andrew Boike (CFI) and Laina Reeves for running 

trap lines on possible aircraft relocations during the 

runway closure 

★Mikel Moore for the RTS check flights on 513MM 

★Adam Tomlinson (CFI) for his assistance for 

maintenance taxing. 

★Doug Weller (CFI) and Mike Borkan (CFI) for general 

operations help 

Forgot a few helpful folks that I know assisted us this last 

month. Please shoot me an email to include your good 

service in September. 

Squawk Reminder 

Please do not put descriptors such as “Gust lock not 

installed in yoke”, in the Squawk section of FSP. The 

mechanism to use is an email to the Staff. If it’s an 

egregious issue, complete A Grievance Form or contact via 

direct email.  

BEFA Chief Program Update 

We are making progress on the BEFA “Crew Chief” 

program. Here’s a couple of pictures of Janik Zender 

exercising his “Crew Chief” tasks, cleaning up 97PD, which 

he took on!  

 

 

 

On the next page is the list of current signups. As we know, 
“Many hands make light work” and these folks need an 

assistant, or “co- Chief”. So, please contact them or the 

office to offer to be a “co-chief” on your favorite plane.  

We should have a meeting later this month to provide 
some direction on the task lists after our DOM refines it a 

bit more. For now, washing and waxing, and participating 

in the BEFA Crew night when your plane is up for 50-hour 
inspection would be a great help. Crew Chief’s Max Welliver 

and Christian Frey are running an upgrade procedures beta 
on 704RY now which will lead to an Action Template for 

cosmetic improvements. 

Winter Operations 

Keep an eye open in your email for the annual winter Q/A 

and demo’s for BEFA Cold WX Ops, in the coming weeks. 

And, expect icing in those clouds now! 

Winter Ground Schools  

Boeing Employees - Help Needed for Promotion 

There will be no Fall Ground Schools this quarter, so we 

will start spinning up full steam for the Winter Quarter 
(Covid protocols permitting). We’re asking our Boeing 

Employees to help get the word out on this. We will have 
a poster to hang up in the available kiosk areas at your 

Boeing Facility promoting our ground schools which qualify 
for the Boeing Voucher programs.  

You will be able to download the poster from our BEFA 

website in November, and print copies. This has still been 
one of the two most effective ways of acquiring students 

for the ground schools.  

If you want the office to print them off, please advise us 

and we will be happy to do so (office@ befa.org ). Tell us 

how many you would like printed and when you can pick 
them up.  

Thank You for your support on this! 

 

From your Operations Manager,  

Wes McKechnie 
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Here are the current signups.  Please contact the office by email if you can fill in any “Crew Chief” positions, or assist on their 

team. 

 

Boeing Employees' Flying Association Aircraft Crew Chief Program 

Airplane Make/Model Lead Crew Chief Contact Lead Crew Chief to assist 

N704RY  C150 (M)  Max Welliver/Christian Frey 737maxw@gmail.com / christian@cfrey.net 

N78440  C172 (K)  Dave Stockwell / Open davestockwell@gmail.com 

N739BT  C172 (N)  Grant Dunbar / Open gtdunbar@gmail.com 

N5344K  C172 (P)  Open / Open  

N435SP  C172 (SP)  Matt Gilbert / Open mattdgil@umich.edu 

N97PD  C172 (SP)  Janik Zender / Open janik@zenders.net 

N9537Q C172 (R/SP)  Open / Open  

N2711R  C172 (SP)  Open / Open  

N513MM  Top Cub CC18  Mike Borkan / Open snoboy58@yahoo.com 

N93WE 8KCAB Open / Open  

N735LH  C182 (Q)  Rocco Buty / Open  

N2365C  C182 (RG)  Kevin Cook / Open kacact@gmail.com  

N38566  BE C24R  Jim Williams / Open jimw1138@aol.com 

N662AJ  Cirrus SR20  Rohan Sharma / Open rohanssharma92@gmail.com 

N927CS   Cirrus SR22T  Mike Dzuibinsky /Open airpilot2020@icloud.com 

N7LX  Piper Float  Joe Miner / Martin Makela joem@isomedia.com / flydoc@hotmail.com 

N758NF R172K XP-II (Float)   Open / Open  

Redbird  
Harium Martin-Morris 
/Charlie Mallory 

hmarmo@gmail.com / chasmallory@gmail.com 

 

 

             

AIRCRAFT RATES 
BEFA FLIGHT HOURS 

Total Flight Hours for September:    545.1 

Decrease from previous month:      13.6% 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Borek’s 1st solo flight was September 1st. 

mailto:737maxw@gmail.com
mailto:christian@cfrey.net
mailto:davestockwell@gmail.com
mailto:gtdunbar@gmail.com
mailto:mattdgil@umich.edu
mailto:janik@zenders.net
mailto:snoboy58@yahoo.com
mailto:kacact@gmail.com
mailto:jimw1138@aol.com
mailto:rohanssharma92@gmail.com
mailto:airpilot2020@icloud.com
mailto:joem@isomedia.com
mailto:flydoc@hotmail.com
mailto:hmarmo@gmail.com
mailto:chasmallory@gmail.com
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CFI Soap Box  -- By Wayne Ciesielski 

There’s no comb-over or toupee for these bald spots. 

Nope, these are due to poor pilot technique. 

We’ve all seen them during preflight, a relatively nice 

new tire with good tread… except it has a bald spot! 

How on earth did it get there? - I can think of only a 

couple of ways. 

After landing, the pilot locks up the brakes in an attempt 
to shorten the ground roll. They’re trying to make an 

early turn-off. Or, they need to stop prior to an obstacle 

of some sort; wildlife or runway incursion or something. 

More commonly; the pilot has most of their feet up on 

the rudder pedals during landing. Then, if the pilot does 
have their feet up on the pedals, it is far too common 

that they inadvertently depress the brakes during 
landing. If there’s a little added stress to the situation, 

depressing the brakes becomes more of a sure thing. 

This is Bad! This pilot is landing with their brakes locked 
up and it’s a surefire way to ruin a previously good tire. 

Please, Don’t Do This! 

Fortunately, there’s a solution… A better way; put your 

feet flat on the floor of the cabin, then move them 

forward so that only the tops of your toes are on the 
bottoms of the pedals, just enough so that you can get 

full rudder defection. This is all you should need during 
normal landings! After you’ve touched down, after 

weight is on the wheels, then you can reposition your 
feet further up onto the peddles and you can use the 

brakes if needed. And of course, wiggle your toes on 

final! 

As you transition the aircraft onto the ground, it should 

be done flying, yet you should continue to fly it. What 
I’m getting at here is the common mistake of releasing 

yoke back pressure after landing. Generally, 

progressively increasing back pressure on rollout should 
increasingly put weight on the mains and make breaking 

more effective if/when needed.  

Side notes: It's a lot easier for the pilot behind you to do 

a go around than it is to change a tire or tow an airplane 

off the runway with blown tires. In addition, particularly 
on the larger planes (C- 182’s on up), let the plane roll 

out and loose energy on its own without breaking until 
slowing to a low speed rather than using aggressive 

breaking. Prior to ABS on the newer piston/turbo props 

and jets, this was standard procedure, use the runway,  

 

that’s what it’s there for.., and is still in practice on large 

runways even with ABS. One reason runways are so long! 

Finally, if while taxiing, you find yourself using power and 

brakes simultaneously, this too is poor technique.  

Note: The above rant does not apply to heal-brake 
equipped aircraft. 

Like Smokey the Bear; only you can prevent premature 

balding.  

 

 

 

Avionic Upgrades Recently Installed in 2365C 

 

A pair of Garmin GI 275s and a GFC 500 Auto Pilot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for PILOTS 

Now that it is 

getting closer to the 

cold / flu season, the 

FAA has a list of OTC 

Medications for 

Pilots.  Refer to the 

following page. 

For the expanded 

list, visit the BEFA 

website. Navigate to 

Flight Planning / 

Pilot Resources. 
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               FAA Over-the-Counter (OTC) Medications for Pilots      11-13-2019         - Condensed List -        

Medication Type Commonly Found In 
FLY 

Generally Safe Medication  

DON’T FLY 

Avoid these Medications  

Antihistamines 

 

Allergy products --
Cough/cold products  
Pain products  
 

Non-sedating products:  
Allegra, Claritin 
 

Sedating products causes 
drowsiness, impaired thinking:  
Dimetapp, Zyrtec, Chlor-Trimeton   
Benadryl, Xyzal   

Sleep aid products  
 

Melatonin  

NOTE: Taking Melatonin at 
the wrong time causes “Jet 
lag” and day time 
drowsiness. 

Zzzquil, Unisom            
 

Nasal steroid Allergy products  Flonase,  Nasacort  None  

Nasal 
decongestants 

 

Nasal congestion, Sinus 
pressure, Cough/cold 
products  
 

Afrin, Sudafed PE, Sudafed  

Safer are the nasal salt water 
lavages, such as saline nasal 
sprays Neti-pots.  
 

Considered safe in recommended 
doses.   

Caution: Sudafed-like medications 
can speed up your heart rate;  use 
caution if you have an underlying 
heart condition.  

Cough Cough/cold products  
 

Coricidin (allowed if no  
chlorpheniramine)   
Mucinex, Robitussin 
 

Delsym, Dayquil, Nyquil 

Caution:  Most “night-time” or 
“PM” medications contain a 
sedating antihistamine. 

Urinary Tract 
Infections 

Pain reliever AZO standard  
 

None 

Aches & Pains 

NSAIDs (non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs) and 
analgesics acetaminophen 

Tylenol, Bayer’s, 
Advil/Motrin, Naprosyn 

Advil PM , Tylenol PM  
 

Other options for 
headaches   
 

Excedrin 
 

Read the label.  Some OTC meds 
are combined with a sedating 
antihistamine may cause 
drowsiness  

Topical pain relief  
 

Lidoderm 
 

Considered safe in recommended 
dosages 

Skin Rash Emollients and mild 
corticosteroid creams  

Almost all are allowed. Stay within the dosage to not 
exceed an acceptable risk. 

Gastrointestinal 
illness: 

nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea 

Anti-emetics anti-motility 
drugs bismuth  
 

Kaopectate, Pepto-Bismol 
 

Imodium 
 

Gastrointestinal 
illness:  

indigestion 

Proton Pump Inhibitors 
(PPI) 

Nexium, Prevacid, Prilosec, 
Protonix), Aciphex 

None 

H2 blockers  Tagamet, Pepcid, Axid, 
Zantac 

None 

Antacids Maalox, Tums, Milk of 
Magnesium  

None 

 
 
 
       Disclaimer:  There are variables with each individual's situation that could render a particular medication inappropriate 

         for flying because of case history or adverse side effects. 

Source:   https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/medical_certification/medications/  

https://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/medical_certification/medications/
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BEFA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ISSUES  

Contact in the order of: 

1. Ops Manager, Wes McKechnie   ofc    (425) 271-2332 

2. Emergency/Semi-Emergency     text   (206) 384-9680 

3. Ops Officer, Matt Smith 

4. Any Board Member 

 
Renton Maintenance: 

In the event no other contact above is available, call 

          Ace Aviation directly   (425) 204-0845. 

Contact information can be obtained from Flight 

Schedule Pro; navigate to People. 

 
OFFICERS & STAFF 

Board of Directors 

President  Bob Ingersoll 

Vice President Kevin Chaney 

Operations Officer Matt Smith  

Safety Officer Bob Guthrie 

Treasurer Ann Galbraith 

Secretary Aaron Balog 

 
  Staff      (425) 271-2332 

Operations Manager Wes McKechnie 

  Operations Assistant Diana Cassity 

Operations Assistant   

Saturday 
Yvonne Pipkin 

Accountant Millicent Rhoades  

EVERETT OFFICE CONTACTS 

PAE Coordinator 
Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson 

PAE Facilities & 
Support 

Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Safety Focal 
Steve Kirsch 

Mike Dubbury 

Oliver Meier 

 

There are no phones at this time. Please call the Renton 

office in an emergency; otherwise contact the focal 

below. 

 

General Inquires or Information:   office@befa.org 

Operations Support:    operations@befa.org 

Billing or Payment Support:    accounting@befa.org 

Event / Activity Coordination:    events@befa.org 

Website, Social Media, Newsletter:    media@befa.org 
Ne Editor:  Yvonne Pipkin 

 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Volunteers are welcomed:  Join our team and help 
post/moderate any of our social media accounts.  If 
interested, be sure to reach out to media@befa.org. 
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