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Angela Kantjas     PVT   8/05/2021    Moore         

Neil Hathi             CSES  8/09/2021    Ciesielski/Watson 

Kevin Chaney       Instr  8/12/2021    ATP 

Mateo Bower        PVT   8/20/2021    Boike/Moore/ 
                                                         Tomlinson/Bitzes/ 
                                                         Seidel 

Adam Tomlinson  CFII  8/23/2021    Borkan 

Mikel Moore          CFII  8/31/2021    Borkan 

 
 

Pierre Trepanier     8/02/2021           Boike 

Mike Nashen           8/10/2021           Jones 

Ben West                 8/14/2021          Tomlinson 

    
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

       6                   Labor Day Holiday   
    Sept                        No staff     

 2,9,16,23,30   Crew Night in BEFA RNT Hangar 
    Sept                   Thursdays, 4 pm – 7 pm 

       14                  Private Pilot Gr. School Online Classes  
    Sept                    Start date for Everett classes 

       16                   BEFA Board Meeting at RNT Facility 
    Sept                    Thursday, 4 pm 

       21                 Private Pilot Gr. School In-person Classes  
    Sept                    Start date for Renton classes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          840 W Perimeter Rd   Renton, WA 98057                  Office Phone: (425) 271-2332                  befa.org                         
 

Newsletter 
    

September 2021 

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS WELCOME ABOARD! 

  New Members     Share Class         Airport 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Member      New Rating/Date   

Instructor(s) 

Member     New Rating          Instructor(s) 

Member       1st Solo Flight      Instructor(s) 

THE MASK IS 
BACK! 

Mask / Face Covering Indoors Required 

2021 Fall Quarter 

Private Pilot Ground School 

Register now; Limited Class Size 

  Zoom Online Classes Start September 14th                

          

https://www.everettcc.edu/ccec/aerospace  

  In-person Classes Start September 21st                

       

https://www.rtc.edu/registration 

 More information at befa.org/Home. 

https://www.everettcc.edu/ccec/aerospace
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CONGRATS!
BEFA has two new CFIIs:  
On 8/23/2021 Howard Wolvington is 
congratulating Adam Tomlinson, and on 
8/31/2021 Mike Borkan is congratulating 
Mikel Moore.

Mike Nashen holds two thumbs up for accomplishing his first solo flight on 8/10/2021.
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Extraordinary Flying Summer 

The last three months have been an extraordinary 

summer for BEFA.  Our members have been very busy 

racking up 2407 hours of flight time.  When you consider 

that N2164Z is still locked up in our hangar by the NTSB; 

we have replaced the Citabria with the Decathalon, 

which has finally been rated Air Worthy; the Top Cub 

incurred a prop strike months ago and we just got a 

replacement prop this week; N2365C and the Sierra 

have been off line for avionics upgrades; on top of that 

we are continually looking over our shoulder regarding 

COVID and its impact to BEFA.   

I think those hours would have been a lot lower if it were 

not for the efforts of Ace Aviation and  Regal Aviation 

working with Wes to timely resolve flight squawks and 

maintenance issues.  I also want to commend the BEFA 

Crew for working a lot of maintenance and squawks 

issues to keep our aircraft flying.   

In addition, I want to also point out what a great job our 

CFI’s have done working with our members for training 

and checkrides.  I want to give special recognition to our 

BEFA Gold Floatplane initiative promoters Michelle, 

Wayne, Mayaan and Oren who have certainly raised the 

bar regarding safe floatplane operations.   

We have been so fortunate to continue to have Dr. 

Martin Makala leading our COVID action plan and 

protocols on how to conduct safe operations for our 

members and staff.  This is a very dynamic issue and his 

expertise is invaluable to BEFA. It could have been a 

very different summer season. 

Outlook Going Forward 

So, what have we learned from our summer season and 

where do we go from here? 

Our overall goal continues to be to conduct safe and 

responsible flight operations with an emphasis on 

proficiency.  We’ve learned that also includes safety in 

the sense of conducting our operations in an 

environment that mitigates COVID risks and complies 

with Washington State protocols.   

 

 

 

 

We again will be conducting a lot of aircraft maintenance 

and repairs this Fall and Winter. This means we will be  

prioritizing schedule and dollars to refresh our fleet, 

including replacement of lost aircraft.  If we do this 

smartly, we might even have some funds for aircraft 

enhancements. 

Our facility plans are actually moving in the right 

direction.  I’m hopeful that by the end of this year those 

plans will be a reality.  There, I probably just jinxed 

them.  There are many players when you are trying to 

work with City, County, and State Government agencies.   

Going forward, I see continuing challenges with our 

aviation supply chain for parts and equipment.  I also 

believe that inflationary pressures are going to continue 

for some time.  These are national issues that will be a 

priority for BEFA to keep our fleet intact. 

Finally, I want to acknowledge our Board and how well 

they are working together.  I am confident that we  can 

address these challenges and provide a safe and 

satisfactory flying experience for our members. 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy September Everyone, 

I hope everyone has been out enjoying the great 
weather we have had.  This has been a wonderful 

summer so far minus a couple cool downs, and the 
smoke from the wildfires.  Try to continue flying the 

great days that we still have until the weather changes.   

Announcing a couple of updates 

     Annual Membership Meeting Postponed:   

Due to the increase in COVID numbers and the increase 

in the Delta variant, the Board has agreed to postpone 

the Annual Membership Meeting at this time.  We have 

decided to take it month-by-month based on the 

numbers from the CDC and Department of Health.  We 

will let everyone know by email of a date when one is 

set.   

     Future Activities:   

As for any further member activities, we have also 

agreed to play it month-by-month.  We will continuously 

stay in touch with our dedicated healthcare members on 

 

From your President,  

Bob Ingersoll 

From your Vice President,  

Kevin Chaney 
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the safest ways to continue.  Our number 1 goal is 

continuing to maintain everyone’s safety and health.  I 

do applaud all our members for continuing to stay safe 

and keeping BEFA COVID free.    

Until next month, stay safe and keep enjoying the skies.   

 

 
 
 
 

Flying the Bellanca Super Decathlon 

It’s been a month since I reported we did the return to 

service flight for the Super D N93WE.  In the intervening 

month, I’ve put seventeen hours on the airplane, from 

both the front and back seats.  I’ve flown with three 

instructor candidates, although none of them have been 

signed off yet.  We’ve been into most of the local training 

airfields, including Auburn Academy.  With the 180-HP 

engine and constant speed prop, it handles short and soft 

fields with aplomb although not quite as well as the Cub 

which is to be expected.  With no flaps, the takeoff and 

approach speeds are higher than the Cub, resulting in 

longer takeoff and landing distances.  Once in the air, the 

climb rate is quite good.  The Decathlon is substantially 

more nimble in the air, reflecting its aerobatic heritage.  

I’ve done several aerobatic centric flights, covering the 

BEFA basic aerobatic syllabus, as well as the 2021 IAC 

(International Aerobatic Club) Sportsman and 

Intermediate known sequences.  The Decathlon is an 

extremely capable Sportsman category competitor, but is 

a little overmatched in Intermediate.  In addition, the 

Intermediate category includes snap rolls, which we are 

not going to allow as they tend to be very abusive on the 

wing-mounted fuel tanks. 

The Decathlon addresses several shortcomings of the 

Citabria.  First, the airframe will handle +6/-5 G in the 

Acro category, whereas the Citabria was +6/-2.  The “-2 

G” limit on the Citabria was a significant issue whenever 

the airplane was upside down.  Second, the constant 

speed prop means the pilot doesn’t have to spend their 

time worrying about having an engine overspeed 

whenever the nose is pointed towards the ground.  Lastly, 

the wings have symmetric airfoil sections, and the wing 

span is slightly shorter, resulting in much easier and faster 

rolls.  I’ve experienced all of these benefits, and they 

make this a much more capable aerobatic platform.  It 

will put a smile on your face. 

 

 

Now for the bad news…..The Decathlon’s annual expired 

August 31st, meaning yet another delay before bringing 

it fully on line.  Hope springs eternal for a quick, 

uneventful, turnaround.  If you are interested in your 

tailwheel endorsement, emergency maneuver training, or 

exploring aerobatics, keep your eyes on FSP for when 

N93WE comes back on line.  It’s a lot of fun to fly. 

As a parting shot from the “you learn something new 

every day” department, I was preflighting the Decathlon 

for a personal flight when a pilot asked me to look at 

something they found during walk around on N735LH.  

There was a trace of oil on the cowl, and on the wind 

screen.  The kicker was it had a red color to it.  I always 

thought hydraulic fluid was the only red colored fluid on 

the airplane, so I was left scratching my head.  

Fortunately, Google had the answer….The oil for a 

constant speed prop has a red dye added to it so it’s 

easier to detect a failing seal.  Go figure. 

We’ll talk again next month.  Until then, “operate” as if 

your life depends on it, because you just never know. 

 
 

 
 
 

   BEFA Gold Floatplane Program   

As many in the Association are aware, we had an incident 

with the Seaplane about two years ago that caused 

significant damage to the aircraft.  In response to this, 

the BEFA Board of Directors decided to bring in the chief 

pilot of Kenmore Air, Michelle Cowen, to look at our 

operations and determine where improvements could be 

made so that we are as safe as we can be.  We decided 

to accept all of her recommendations at the time with the 

understanding we would review the changes at the end 

of the summer to determine what was working well and 

what was not working well for BEFA.   

Bob Ingersoll asked me to help with the program as I am 

the only rated Seaplane pilot on the Board.  With that I 

would like to get feedback from the Seaplane community 

to get their thoughts on the program and what is working 

well and what is not working well, if anything.  My hope 

is that the program is helping us have a safer operation 

and members are finding it very beneficial.    

From your Operations Officer,  

Matt Smith 

From your Secretary,  

Aaron Balog 
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Please email me with your thoughts at 

AaronBalog81@gmail.com. I will compile the feedback 

and present it at the next Board Meeting.  Thank you. 

Safe Skies and Seas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BEFA COVID-19 UPDATE PROTOCOL 

August 20th, 2021 

The transmissibility and severity of the COVID-19 Delta 
variant have caused a resurgence of the disease and are 

again filling our hospitals.  Most of those admitted to the 

hospitals are unvaccinated and nearly all of those who 

have died are unvaccinated.  Vaccines save lives.  

This variant is transmitted more airborne than prior and as 
such masking has again become important to minimize 

transmission.  Indoor spaces which have large numbers of 

transient people, such as BEFA, are at increased risk for 
transmission between members. Governor Inslee has 

recommended universal masking when indoors, regardless 
of vaccine status.  As such, masks are now required 

within BEFA spaces for all members at all times.    N-
95 masks are more protective than surgical masks or cloth 

masks. 

Ongoing recommendations: 

• Briefs/debriefs remain high risk events. Consider 

briefing outside while the weather permits. 

• Mask use in the plane is not required; however, all 

crew/passengers should discuss prior to flight and 

be comfortable with the decision. (Hint, put 

microphone inside mask for better radio 

transmissions.) 

• Continue to wipe down control surfaces before your 

flight to minimize your own exposure. 

• Hand sanitize at every opportunity and wipe down 

high touch surfaces. 

• Minimize time in the building and remain socially 

distanced as much as possible. 

• Vaccines save lives. 

Thank you for your ongoing small sacrifices to keep BEFA 

active and healthy.  We continue to fly and still have had 
no member related disease.  Let’s keep it that way. 

Doc Makela, BEFA Flight Surgeon, MD 

 

All PAE Badge Holders, 

In order to comply with all TSA security mandates, 

Snohomish County will be conducting an audit of 

issued AOA badges. You may receive a notification 

requesting verification of your badge number and the 

expiration date.   

If selected, participation in this audit is mandatory 

and an audit form will be attached to the request via 

Paine Field Snohomish County Airport.  Completed 

form should be submitted no later than September 

30th. 

 

From your Operations Manager,  

Wes McKechnie 

AIRCRAFT RATES 

BEFA FLIGHT HOURS 

Total Flight Hours for August:    628.6 

Decrease from previous month:      11.6% 

 

 

 

mailto:AaronBalog81@gmail.com


6 |   BEFA   September 2021  

 

Summer Flying 

    

 

 

 

 

Howard Edson               BEFA Facebook Group Post 8/26/2021 

 

“Had my longest flight ever yesterday, logging 6.5h solo on a round trip to Roseburg, OR (in N97PD) with a stop at Chehalis, to fulfill a 
requirement for the commercial certificate.” 
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BEFA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ISSUES  

Contact in the order of: 

1. Ops Manager, Wes McKechnie   ofc    (425) 271-2332 

2. Emergency/Semi-Emergency     text   (206) 384-9680 

3. Ops Officer, Matt Smith 

4. Any Board Member 

 
Renton Maintenance: 

In the event no other contact above is available, call 

          Ace Aviation directly   (425) 204-0845. 

Contact information can be obtained from Flight 

Schedule Pro; navigate to People. 

 
OFFICERS & STAFF 

Board of Directors 

President  Bob Ingersoll 

Vice President Kevin Chaney 

Operations Officer Matt Smith  

Safety Officer Pete Seidel 

Treasurer Ann Galbraith 

Secretary Aaron Balog 

 
  Staff      (425) 271-2332 

Operations Manager Wes McKechnie 

  Operations Assistant Diana Cassity 

Operations Assistant   

Saturday 
Yvonne Pipkin 

Accountant Millicent Rhoades  

EVERETT OFFICE CONTACTS 

PAE Coordinator 
Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson 

PAE Facilities & 
Support 

Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Safety Focal 
Steve Kirsch 

Mike Dubbury 

Oliver Meier 

 

There are no phones at this time. Please call the Renton 

office in an emergency; otherwise contact the focal 

below. 

 

General Inquires or Information:   office@befa.org 

Operations Support:    operations@befa.org 

Billing or Payment Support:    accounting@befa.org 

Event / Activity Coordination:    events@befa.org 

Website, Social Media, Newsletter:    media@befa.org 
Ne Editor:  Yvonne Pipkin 

 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Volunteers are welcomed:  Join our team and help 
post/moderate any of our social media accounts.  If 
interested, be sure to reach out to media@befa.org. 
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