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5,12,19,26   Crew Night in BEFA RNT Hangar 
Aug               Thursdays, 4 pm – 7 pm 

  
 

 

 
July 10th Bath & BBQ  

First BEFA Social Event in 1½ Years due to 
COVID-19 

With only a 7-day notice, nine BEFA airplanes were made 

shiny by 43 participants of all ages.   

Thank you to one and all!! 

 

 

With hard work comes great rewards, relaxation, 

socializing, and most importantly a steak and 
hamburger BBQ.   

See more pictures on page 7. 
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WELCOME ABOARD! 
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Happy Summer Everyone, 

I hope everyone is enjoying the nice hot sunny weather, and 
of course, getting in all that awesome flying.    

First, I would like to give a huge “THANK YOU” to 

everyone who came out to our first open event this year.  

BEFA’s Annual Bath and BBQ was a huge success, and it 

was great to see the large turnout of all our members.  

A big thank you also to Gary Pipkin for all of the support 

and help getting this event rolling, and of course, also 

again to everyone who came out with their families and 

enjoyed some great food and company.  More Events are 

in the works, so keep your eye out for upcoming emails 

 

 

We are having our Annual Meeting for all the members 

in person this year on September 18, 2021 at 5 pm.  

More information will be sent out to all the members well 

in advance once we get the details sorted out.   

And on a final note, I know that all of you awesome pilots 
must have some great pictures that have been taken of 

everyone’s great flying experiences.  So don’t be shy and 
continue to send them in so that we may start sharing 

them will all our members in our upcoming newsletters. 

 

Evening flight over Renton 
 

 

 

 

Super Decathlon Added to BEFA Fleet 

On July 29th we did the return to service flight for the Super 

Decathlon N97WE which will be the replacement for the 
Citabria.  It’s been a long road to get to this point.  It will 

be just a little longer as we spin up our CFI cadre.  For 
those who have flown the Citabria, this will feel like a very 

familiar airplane.  The take-off and approach speeds, and 

sight picture are effectively the same.  The transition into 
the plane should be straight forward.  I can’t speak to the 

aerobatics yet, but given the increased capability and 
power, this should be a significantly easier airplane to fly.  

Hang on just a little longer while we welcome this airplane 

into the BEFA fleet. 

 

Matt happily standing next to N97WE.       Photo by Bob Ingersoll 

 

Noise Abatement Procedures 

On a second topic, please be cognizant of noise abatement, 

both in the pattern and the practice areas.  With more 
people working from home, and the wonderful weather 

we’ve been experiencing, there’s been a lot of flying going 
on.  Not everyone has been thrilled.  First, in the pattern, 

there’s no need to race around the pattern.  I’ve flown with 

pilots who would leave full power in until somewhere on the 
downwind.  That leaves the maximum noise footprint on 

the turn from crosswind to downwind.   

Norm Craven was my instructor right after I got my Private 

Pilot Certificate.  He owned a Bonanza, and he said to get 

used to flying the pattern as slow flight, at the pace of the 
slowest airplane in the pattern.  He taught me that if I was 

going to do pattern work in a C-172, for example, climb to 
950 feet, and pull the power to the lower end of the green 

arc.  The nose will drop, the airplane will level off at 1000 
feet, and the speed will be roughly 80-90 knots.  That’s a 

wonderful speed to operate in the pattern.  I advocate that 

slower is better.  It gives you time to breathe, catch up with 
the controllers, and minimizes the noise level.  As for flying  

 

From your Vice President,  

Kevin Chaney 

From your Operations Officer,  

Matt Smith 
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in the practice areas, particularly if you’re doing ground 

reference maneuvers, move around so that your impact 
time is kept reasonable.  Obey the FAA airspace rules, and 

play nice in the sandbox. 

 

 

It was a beautiful day.  We were able to wash off two 
years of grunge, all the while talking smack about how 

great our flying adventures are. Special thanks to Gary 
Pipkin and Kevin Chaney for all the hard work they put 
in organizing the event.  

We’ll talk again next month.  Until then, “operate” as if 

your life depends on it, because you just never know. 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy summer all you PNW fliers! 

This is only my seventh summer up here in this beautiful 
part of the world, but each summer I am still occasionally 

amused by how much people here gripe about the heat.  
Granted, this year especially qualifies as bona-fide 

hot…made even worse with the abundance of housing 

with no air conditioning. After spending the previous 
roughly 20 years split between the Mojave Desert and 

the Deep South, I believe I can safely say I qualify as a 
hot weather expert. This knowledge and experience help 

with knowing how to safely navigate the heat of summer 
when flying. Although I know there are some readers 

here that also have hot weather experience, there are 

also some that do not. 

Firstly, there’s an obvious physiological effect that 

everyone feels.  One thing to remember is that heat 
affects everyone differently.  I haven’t met a person here 

yet who say they enjoy this heat, and although slightly 

amusing to myself, I can certainly understand where 
they’re coming from.  Some of these people likely have 

a chuckle at me when I’m wearing a jacket when it’s in 
the mid to upper 50s outside.  Fair enough.  Anyway, 

back to the subject.   

One thing I do know about performing in the heat, is 

that you have to stay well hydrated.  This means before, 

during and after any physical activities.  This absolutely 
includes flying as much as anything.  Flying in the heat 

is already a bit more uncomfortable; there’s no use 
aggravating it by being dehydrated and overheated.  So  

 

besides drinking plenty of water and/or sports drinks, 

another helpful trick is to bring along a wet hand-towel 
to drape over your neck.  This may sound a little 

overboard for some of you, but this makes a huge 

difference! If you’re really feeling the heat, and are 
looking for some help, you need to try this 

one….whether you’re flying, cutting the grass or playing 

golf, this one really is effective. 

The other major flying-related heat issue is aircraft 
performance.  We have all read about the effects of heat 

on this, but nothing teaches more than actually 

experiencing it.  Having said that, there is experience you 
want, and experience you don’t want.  I would categorize 

the experience of not being able to out-climb terrain or 
trees in the latter group.  That trip you took in the spring 

to a high elevation area will not be the same as when 

you go when the temperatures are 20 degrees or so 
higher.  Due diligence must be made when planning any 

flying in extreme high temperatures.  That 4,000’ 
pressure altitude can easily become 7,000’ density 

altitude, and if you haven’t planned for that, it will 
surprise you at just how much performance you have 

lost. 

So, to keep this from rambling on, lets recap. 

➢ Get and stay hydrated, and find ways to keep your 

body temperature cooler to enhance your hot 
weather performance and comfort.   

➢ Get in the POH performance charts and have a 

good look at what the heat will do to your takeoff, 
climb & cruise performance.  You can easily find 

yourself in a no-go situation really fast.   

➢ Consider early morning departures to avoid the 

worst of the heat.   

➢ And above all, look out for each other. Just 
because you’re handling the heat well, doesn’t 

mean the other people you’re with are doing as 
well. 

 
 

 
 
 

Attaboys for our Volunteers 

Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us 

running smoothly, often saving money in the process.  

We thank the following for their recent contribution. 

★Thomas Hansen for new computer keyboard 

donations 

★Dmitriy Nikonov for aviation oil donation 

From your Safety Officer,  

Pete Seidel 

From your Operations Manager,  

Wes McKechnie 

Lastly, I want to personally thank all the 
pilots and families who showed up for the 
Bath and Barbeque. Roughly 40 people 
showed up on quite short notice. Most 
stayed until the last airplane was done. 
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★Skip Sethmann for ferrying N2365C 

★Warren Morrison for stepping in and leading the 

BEFA Crew while Ray was out on medical 

★Jason Watt (CFI) for picking up the Decathlon’s 

parachutes 

★Robert Guthrie (CFI) for moving planes 

★Doug Weller (CFI) for genera help at the BEFA 

facility 

★Brian Jones (CFI) for donuts 

★Tim Todorov  for bringing “the good chocolate” 

 

 

  
Sources say the most difficult challenge is the logistics 

related to storage and transportation. Many airports, even 
including Boeing Field, Auburn, Paine, Bremerton and other 

smaller airports have run out, or been perilously low. 
Supplying on a rationed basis to contract customers (like 

here at Renton for us) is becoming prevalent, and you may 

possibly get caught at an even larger airport with no access 
to fuel. Do not assume there will be fuel. Best estimates are 

this will linger periodically through September – October 
before once again normalizing. 

 

In light of the aviation fuel limitations, you must confirm 

that there will be fuel at the airport along your 
route/destinations. Obviously, plan for a safe flight.  Do not 

push aircraft fuel limits for the generally accepted 
limit of a minimum of 1 hour reserve in the tank 

upon refueling, which is better to use than the FAA’s 

regulated mins. 

Our local contract providers should be able to keep us fueled 

at RNT and PAE. It may be "on demand" at times rather 

than "auto top offs" to extend available supplies. 

 

 

Ever wonder what the “Ballistic” part of the Cirrus Ballistic 

Parachute looks like?  See page 8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fueling and Cross-country Flights 

 

Aviation Fuel Supply 

 

AIRCRAFT RATES 

BEFA FLIGHT HOURS 

Total Flight Hours for July:    704.8 

Increase from previous month:      22.6% 
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BEFA Crew Chief Program  

The BEFA “Crew Chiefs”, originally conceptualized years ago by Bob Moore, is a volunteer position to help with 

assembling like-minded team volunteers to help keep your favorite aircraft clean and polished, and also work under 
maintenance guidance on the damaged/worn cosmetic exterior and plastic interior pieces, interior upholstery and other 

specific delegated tasks per our DM.  

Additionally, you may want to help our GPS Data Base Manager, Paul Ust, facilitate with the GPS updates.  If desired, 
assist the BEFA Crew with oil changes on your chosen plane, or perhaps on Annuals when able, like removing all 

access panels, removing the seats etc. as required for Annuals. The original guidance document is being reworked 

and updated to provide direction by our DM, providing scope, processes and boundaries of the tasks.  

We hope that you will get involved to be the “lead” on the plane of your choice! Below are the planes available to sign 

up for.  Please email me if you have any questions. 
 
 
 

 

Boeing Employees' Flying Association Aircraft Crew Chief Program 

 

Airplane Make/Model Lead Crew Chief Contact Lead Crew Chief to assist 

N704RY  C150 (M)  Max Welliver 737maxw@gmail.com 

N78440  C172 (K)    

N739BT  C172 (N)    

N5344K  C172 (P)    

N435SP  C172 (SP)    

N97PD  C172 (SP)    

N9537Q C172 (R/SP)    

N2711R  C172 (SP)    

N513MM  Top Cub CC18    

N735LH  C182 (Q)    

N2365C  C182 (RG)  Kevin Cook kacact@gmail.com 

N38566  BE C24R  Jim Williams jimw1138@aol.com 

N662AJ  Cirrus SR20  Rohan Sharma rohanssharma92@gmail.com 

N927CS   Cirrus SR22T    

N9843Y*  CT210 (N)    

N7LX  Piper Float  Martin Makela flydoc@hotmail.com 

N758NF  R172K XP-II (Float)    
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FSP User Tip #1:    Select Correct Activity Type 

It is important to choose the correct Activity Type before 

selecting the Save button which triggers the sales tax 

function for invoicing. 

Standard Flight: Is a non-training flight as well as 

instruction in the Redbird. 

Training Flight:  Instruction provided by CFI in an 

aircraft only. 

Note:  Once you save the Check In information, FSP 

does not allow changes. 

FSP User Tip #2:    Record Route & Destination 

When you make a reservation in FSP, please include in 

the drop-down box completion of your approximate 

route of flight and destination or comment on the flight 
you’re reserving.  See the Staff if you are unfamiliar with 

this feature. 

 

 

 

FSP User Tip #3:    Flight Cancellation 

Please be mindfull to remove your flight reservation in 

FSP should you not fly, or intend to not fly so that 

another pilot may have an opportunity to fly.   

The following are two scenarios when you will want to 

cancel by deleting your flight reservation in FSP: 

1) Should you decide not to fly (e.g., due to bad 

weather) after you have checked out the plane, 

go to your reservation in FSP. 

• Select the “Un-Check Out” button. 

• Then select the “Delete” button, and 

choose from the drop down box the reason 

for deleting your reservation. 

Please do not “Check In” and enter zero for flight 

time as this triggers the invoicing function for 

accounting. 

2) Should you intend not to fly and did not check 

out the plane, proceed to your flight reservation in 

FSP and select the “Delete” button.  Choose from 

the drop down box the reason for deleting your 

reservation. 

 

REMEMBER 

In accordance with “No-show” Rules of Operation 

paragraph 20.4: 

“A member must wait at least fifteen (15) minutes after 

the start of another member's scheduled time before 
using the ‘No- Show’ time.  The member is expected to 

make a “good faith” effort to contact the member holding 

the reservation. 

For Extended Cross-country Time, “ A member must wait 

at least one hour before claiming another member's 
extended cross-country time.  He or she must first try to 

contact the scheduled member.” 

FSP User Tip #4:    Account Balance 

A negative balance on your FSP Account means you 

owe money.   

(Don’t confuse a negative balance as having a credit on 

your account – it’s not a credit card!) 

 

Priscilla Prior is ecstatic over accomplishing her 1st solo 

on 7/29/2021. 
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City Airport Name 
Airport 

ID 
Restaurant 

Name 
Location 

Website URL 
Check restaurant hours 

Puget Sound 

Arlington Arlington Airport AWO E    ’         
Airport 

Midfield Runway 16/34 
East Side 

No website/see Facebook 

Gig Harbor Tacoma Narrows 
Airport 

TIB The Hub Adjacent to Control 
Tower 

thehubgigharbor.com 

Port 
Townsend 

Jefferson County 
Intl Airport 

059 Spruce Goose 
Café 

Adjacent to parking 
apron 

sprucegoosecafe.com 

Puyallup 
Pierce County 
Airport Thun Field 

PLU Top Gun Bar & 
Grill (must be 21 
years old) 

Midfield West Side 
adjacent to parking 
apron 

topgunbgllc.com 

Seattle Boeing Field BFI Cavu Cafe Inside King County 
Terminal Bldg. 

cavucafe.com 

Snohomish Harvey Field 543 Buzz Inn 
Steakhouse 

NE Corner buzzinnsteakhouse.com 

 

 

East 
Wenatchee 

Pangborn 
Memorial Airport 

EAT Café Pangborn Terminal Pangbornairport.com 

Moses Lake Grant County Intl 
Airport 

MWH Jet-A-Way Café Terminal Bldg. No website/see Facebook 

Pasco Tri-Cities Airport PSC Tailwind Bar & 
Deli 

Terminal Bldg. tailwindconcessions.com 

Richland Richland Airport 
RLD A  ’  B    

Creole & Soul 
Food Cafe 

Base of Control 
Tower 

No website/see Facebook 

Spokane Felts Field SFF Skyway Café Terminal Bldg. skywaycafe.com 

Walla Walla Walla Walla 
Regional Airport 

ALW Hidden Valley 
Bakery 

Terminal Bldg. hiddenvalleybakery 
@my180.net 

Yakima Yakima Air 
Terminal 

YKM R   ’         
Runway 

East end of airport 
next to McAllister 
Museum 

renosontherunway.com 

Notes:  (1) Restaurants at the airport in Bremerton, Burlington, Elma, Hoquiam, and Westport are closed.               

              (2) Elma Municipal Airport and its airport restaurant are closed. 

 

Source:  http://www.flywashington.org/uploads/1/2/2/6/122660921/washington_airport_restaurants.pdf                                   Rev 1  May 2021 

 

 

       Airport Restaurants in Washington      
 

http://www.flywashington.org/uploads/1/2/2/6/122660921/washington_airport_restaurants.pdf
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BEFA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ISSUES  

Contact in the order of: 

1. Ops Manager, Wes McKechnie   ofc    (425) 271-2332 

2. Emergency/Semi-Emergency     text   (206) 384-9680 

3. Ops Officer, Matt Smith 

4. Any Board Member 

 
Renton Maintenance: 

In the event no other contact above is available, call 

          Ace Aviation directly   (425) 204-0845. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Contact information can be obtained from Flight 

Schedule Pro; navigate to People. 

 
OFFICERS & STAFF 

Board of Directors 

President  Bob Ingersoll 

Vice President Kevin Chaney 

Operations Officer Matt Smith  

Safety Officer Pete Seidel 

Treasurer Ann Galbraith 

Secretary Aaron Balog 

 
  Staff      (425) 271-2332 

Operations Manager Wes McKechnie 

  Operations Assistant Diana Cassity 

Operations Assistant   

Saturday 
Yvonne Pipkin 

Accountant Millicent Rhoades  

EVERETT OFFICE CONTACTS 

PAE Coordinator 
Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson 

PAE Facilities & 
Support 

Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Safety Focal 
Steve Kirsch 

Mike Dubbury 

Oliver Meier 

 

There are no phones at this time. Please call the Renton 

office in an emergency; otherwise contact the focal 

below. 

 

 

General Inquires or Information:   office@befa.org 

Operations Support:    operations@befa.org 

Billing or Payment Support:    accounting@befa.org 

Event / Activity Coordination:    events@befa.org 

Website, Social Media, Newsletter:    media@befa.org 

Ne Editor:  Yvonne Pipkin 
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