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In the past two months it has been a trying time. 
Complying with the stay-at-home order dramatically 

changed our way of life as businesses closed, and 

employees worked from home or were temporarily 
unemployed. However, some businesses were considered 

essential, such as regional airlines needed to transport 
medical personnel, supplies and equipment as well as 

carrying cargo and mail.  

Each of us is now a part of history, surviving the 2020 

coronavirus pandemic. In looking back we can reflect on 

how little things do matter, being thankful for all the 
support from the medical, police, and fire personnel, and 

value the importance of staying connected with family 
and friends.  

Looking forward, may the “wind be beneath your wings”. 

 

 

Photo by Jim Krecek 
 

 
 

 

BEFA to Reopen May 6 

The BEFA Board met again on April 27, 2020 as we 

continue to carefully monitor the COVID-19 Pandemic 

situation and the position of health experts as well as 
state and local governments who are in the process of 

graduated easing of restrictions. The Board has 
unanimously agreed to reopen BEFA effective May 6, 

2020. 

The Board has developed a BEFA Reopening Template 

that defines safeguards for our facility and aircraft. This 

template will be distributed to each BEFA member via 
email and is also incorporated in this newsletter. 

The success of these safeguards and our continued 
operation in this environment is dependent on the 

individual pilot to exercise the discipline and take the 

PERSONAL RESPONSIBIILITY to mitigate the risk of 
spreading the virus. They are designed to comply with 

current governmental guidelines. Once BEFA operation 
resume, we must all continue to support and maintain 

these safeguards to help prevent further disruptions to 
our lives and those of our employees. 

We will continue to assess the pandemic impact. We will 

keep you informed of any updates to our position as 
circumstances warrant or as instructed by the 

government and health officials. 

Your Board is committed to you having a safe and 

enjoyable flying experience. I would welcome any 

comments you might have as we all work through this 
chapter in our lives. 

 

 

***Refer to the BEFA Reopening Template on pages 6 – 8*** 
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From your President,  

Bob Ingersoll 
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BEFA flight operations have been suspended for 6 weeks in 
response to the stay-at-home order. It has been difficult to 

curtail the activities we love to do. While BEFA members 
have been doing so, some BEFA pilots have happily 

responded to duty calls. This newsletter shares articles, 

photos and links about BEFA volunteer pilots delivering 
shipments of surgical masks and meeting the Washington 

State Hospital Association (WSHA) at various local airports 
across Washington. In turn, WSHA distributed the masks 

to hospitals and care providers. 

                      
                        April 16, 2020 

Kevin Chaney                 to Port Angeles & Sequim 
Doug Weller                   to Port Angeles & Sequim 

      Troy Larson                   to Omak 

                        April 17, 2020 

     Joe Miner                      to Omak 

     Nick Patrick                   to Ilwaco 
     Shad Pipkin                   to Pullman & Walla Walla 

 

April 16 - Wes McKechnie was interviewed by KIRO-TV. 

https://www.kiro7.com/video/?id=4886778 

Wes said, “Many of the hospitals are in hard-to-reach 

areas. We can fly these assets out in an hour where it 

might take them (Washington State Hospital 
Association)…the entire day to drive out and deliver it and 

then come all the way back. 

Kevin Chaney and Doug Weller arrive at William R. 

Fairchild International Airport in Port Angeles on April 16, 

and offload one of four boxes containing 30,000 surgical 
masks destined for Olympic Medical Center.  

https://www.sequimgazette.com/news/40000-surgical-
face-masks-delivered-to-clallam-county/ 

 
Photos below by Keith Thorpe, Olympic Peninsula News 

Group. 

 

 

 

 

Happy May Everyone, 

I would like to thank every member for their patience 

during the COVID shutdown, better days are on the 

horizon. I know members are itching to get back to 
flying, as the board is working closer to that goal. Get 

your logbooks, headsets, and flight bags dusted off. 

A big shout out to Doug Weller. After reading an 

article in AOPA about relief flights, he agreed it would be 

great for BEFA to be involved in helping the frontline 
workers and delivering much needed PPE to Washington 

communities. His idea was presented to the board, and 
with the help of several experienced members and the 

board, we successfully partnered with the Washington 

State Hospital Association. Missions launched on April 
16th.  

Thank you to everyone for the hard work to make these 
missions possible. These communities are incredibly 

grateful for the help and support we have been able to 
give to them. Troy’s article adds on BEFA’s great efforts.  

 

Photo by Beth Zborowski, Sr. VP of Membership 
Engagement and Communication at the WSHA 

https://www.dailyyonder.com/air-deliveries-to-remote-
washington-hospital-fix-masks-shortage-for-

now/2020/04/21/ 

 
From the Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

From your Vice President,  

Kevin Chaney 

https://www.kiro7.com/video/?id=4886778
https://www.sequimgazette.com/news/40000-surgical-face-masks-delivered-to-clallam-county/
https://www.sequimgazette.com/news/40000-surgical-face-masks-delivered-to-clallam-county/
https://www.dailyyonder.com/air-deliveries-to-remote-washington-hospital-fix-masks-shortage-for-now/2020/04/21/
https://www.dailyyonder.com/air-deliveries-to-remote-washington-hospital-fix-masks-shortage-for-now/2020/04/21/
https://www.dailyyonder.com/air-deliveries-to-remote-washington-hospital-fix-masks-shortage-for-now/2020/04/21/
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    Troy Larson (center) delivered surgical masks to the  

   Mid-Valley Hospital in Omak, WA. 

Photo by Mid-Valley Hospital 

http://www.gazette-tribune.com/news/mid-valley-
hospital-secures-shipment-of-ppe-flown-into-omak-

airport/80245/ 

 

Mikel Moore (center) 
 

Photo Contest 

During the COVID shutdown, members have been 

reminiscing on past adventures. Two of our members 
sent in pictures that we would like to share. Congrats to 

Russ Hayes for the picture of him flying in Hawaii!   

 

  
Congrats to Etienne de Villiers for the gorgeous picture of 
5344K at S36.   

 

Send in any pictures, past or present, to media@befa.org.  
Who will be next month’s winner? 

 

 

 

 

 

BEFA Pilots Volunteer to Deliver Masks 

 

WSHA is distributing simple procedural masks to hospitals 
across Washington State. It marks the first time the 

association has taken the unprecedented step of 

importing and distributing medical supplies to ensure 
hospitals have the required equipment to keep staff and 

patients safe. These hospitals are located in rural areas 
and may be difficult to reach by land vehicle. 

BEFA pilots have been volunteering their time and aircraft 

to support the delivery of these critical medical supplies in 
the fight against COVID-19. The volunteer pilots have 

flown 30 hours and delivered over 150,000 masks to 
Omak, Forks, Ilwaco, Pullman, Lewiston, Ferry County, 

Port Angeles, Tri-Cities, and Felts. Thanks to Mike 

Borkan, Kevin Chaney, Tom Howard, Steve Kirsch, Clarke 

Manning, Wes McKechnie, Joe Miner, Mikel Moore, Nick 

Patrick, Shad Pipkin, John Vian, James Walker, Jason 
Watt, and Doug Weller for the volunteer of their time and 

resources towards this very important cause!  

Be safe, and stay healthy! 

 

 

From your Operations Officer,  

Troy Larson 

BEFA has been flying humanitarian 
missions in support of Washington 

State Hospital Association (WSHA). 

40,000 

file:///C:/Users/Yvonne%20Gary%20Pipkin/Music/Documents/BEFA%20-%20Yvonne/4_Newsletters/7_may2020%20in%20progress/may2020%20newsletter%20draft5.docx
file:///C:/Users/Yvonne%20Gary%20Pipkin/Music/Documents/BEFA%20-%20Yvonne/4_Newsletters/7_may2020%20in%20progress/may2020%20newsletter%20draft5.docx
file:///C:/Users/Yvonne%20Gary%20Pipkin/Music/Documents/BEFA%20-%20Yvonne/4_Newsletters/7_may2020%20in%20progress/may2020%20newsletter%20draft5.docx
mailto:media@befa.org
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One amazing Friday I received the unique opportunity to 
combine a good deed with the thing that I love doing. I 

got a message asking if I would be interested in flying 
medical supplies from BEFA to support local hospitals in 

Washington to help re-supply them. Of course, the 
answer was an easy one with no thought. That was a big 

yes otherwise this article would be a really short one.  

A day before the flight I received a little information 
about what I was to do. That was take 45 lb. boxes filled 

with 5,000 medical masks each from Renton to Walla 
Walla to Pullman and back in 735LH. With the weather 

being clear and a million for the last couple days, I could 

expect that trend to continue. This whole trip was really 
fun for me because I got to re-enact some of my freight 

dog days flying across the rocks by myself but on a much 
smaller scale. With the weather, I got to call this trip 

sightseeing and not work.   

Not all of it was fun and games.  Here are some of the 

things I would like to mention. I was asked to co-

dispatch myself and part of that duty was to create a 
flight plan. Prudence dictates that it should be IFR 

routing just in case the weather decided to trick me and 
cause me to actually fly IFR. Since it was VFR all day 

though, I decided to mix my IFR flight plan with the 

freedom of VFR flying. This is where wrenches can 
potentially be thrown into the best laid plans of mice. 

My first potential threat is one that I have to remind 
myself of every summer. That is to not fly through the 

bottom of the Class B airspace which is especially easy 
for me to do being so mission-oriented and wanting to be 

as high as I can be to fly over the Cascades. Also, being 

in a high performance aircraft can make that mistake way 
too easy to do. Preflight preparation mitigated that 

though.   

One mistake that did get past me though was flying 

north to get to the BANDR fix to intercept V2 which has 

the lowest published altitude to get across the 
mountains. Turns out BANDR was not named for being 

over Bandera Airport. Two completely different things, 
oops!   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
My next mistake was not verifying all my routing that I 

entered in the GPS.  It turns out that I entered a wrong 
airway which turned me south sooner than I wanted.  All 

the special use airspace North of Hanford was cold but I 
still didn't want to fly through restricted areas unless I got 

verification.  What clued me in on my mistake was I 

preflighted my brain that I wanted to turn to ALW at the 
FEBUS fix.  I didn't see that fix next so I knew I messed 

up and fixed it. 

Not all of this was bad though. I did pat my back pretty 

good for two things.  One was that I noticed my ground 
speed was 30 knots greater than expected flying east so I 

was able to pull the power back to be nice to the plane as 

well as arriving a little closer to my planned time to fit the 
schedule I made. Also, my 3-to-1 descent planning was 

spot on and I entered the traffic pattern from altitude at 
a constant 500 FPM to enter TPA on altitude. 

Believe it or not, this is the short version of my story.  All-

in-all I had a great time. The people at Dayton Hospital in 
Walla Walla were so excited that they gave BEFA a thank 

you card that so many of the staff signed. I posted that 
card on the wall at BEFA by the TV for everyone to see. 

Tri State Hospital in Pullman was also grateful.   

Hopefully everyone can have some equally amazing 

summer fun as I had even with it being in April. 

 

   

Something I learned flying cargo. That is, no matter if 

you are flying across the mountains VFR or IFR, 
you need to fly a victor airway.   

Reason being is that is where the emergency landing 

strips are, and if you puke your engine you have a place 
to go. If you take direct routing, you literally save only 5 

minutes but now have no protection of that in route 
structure. 
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Look Outside 

The current and emerging generations of digital avionics 
and instruments offer capabilities that most general 

aviation pilots could not have imagined in past years. We 
in the Association have been flying with various GPS 

equipment for some time, but I still notice occasions 
where fingerprints are found on the screens. These 

smudges usually occur when the pilots/instructors are 

discussing some features of the unit and get a little too 
close while pointing to the text or graphics on the 

display. The fingerprints themselves are the not the main 
item of concern. It is what they say about what is 

happening in the cockpit and the concentration of the 

pilots.   

Dirty electronic screens reveal that some may be 

spending too much time looking inside of the cockpit. 
Outside of the cockpit is where the real world resides. 

That’s where the traffic to see-and-avoid lives and it is 

where we should be spending most of our time. We have 
all been taught to see-and-avoid and we all realize the 

potential for mid-air collisions. Why, then, do some spend 
an increasing amount of time looking at the panels 

instead of outside of the windows?   

One reason may be complacency. It’s a big sky and a 

couple of additional seconds looking at the display should 

not amount to much of a problem, and then a couple of 
seconds more to finish the task. The next thing you 

know, several miles have gone by without a check 
outside. Remember - even when air traffic control points 

out conflicting traffic, it is often difficult to spot it quickly. 

We’re supposed to carefully train our focus on infinity, 
and then divide our scan into small sections of airspace, 

one after the other, looking for the movement of other 
airplanes. While the inherent inefficiency of see-and-

avoid has been a fact of life since two airplanes shared 
the same sky, it was for a long time the only conflict-

avoidance game in town and pilots had to put their full 

confidence into it. The advent of air traffic control and 
traffic avoidance equipment introduced a new tool for 

keeping aircraft separated and apart, even in the clouds.   

Today more of us fly on an IFR flight plan or request VFR 

flight following because we rely heavily on air traffic 

control for radar detection of conflicting traffic. We have 
begun to pay less attention to what is outside of the 

cockpit because of the increasing availability of 
sophisticated avionics that “look” for the things that can 

harm us. Each of the new technology items that make 

their way into general aviation have multiple buttons, 
modes, and pages of information. It takes a significant 

amount of time to read every page that can be displayed 

 
on our GPS equipment, and this takes time away from the 

outside world.   

The deterioration in see-and-avoid scanning is not the 

only consequence of having a mountain of information 

and visual depiction of the outside displayed on the 
panel. It is also stealing time away from basic fly-the-

airplane fundamentals: configuration of switches, 
trimming for airspeed, adjusting power, and monitoring 

fuel states. The problem of becoming distracted by 
avionics may be the most critical in an airport area where 

traffic is heaviest and most concentrated. Put a second 

pilot in the cockpit, especially in an instructional situation 
when a lot of discussion takes place about the avionics, 

and the problem intensifies.   

How do we control the risk?   

1 We have to be aware of the potential to become 

distracted by multifunction avionics and color displays at 
the expense of flying the airplane.   

2 We have to plan and discipline ourselves to do as 

much of the button-pushing and programming as possible 
before we taxi off of the ramp.   

3 Stick to completing pre-takeoff checklists and listening 

to, and watching, for traffic while in the terminal area.   

4 In cruise, fight the tendency to stare at the panel.  

Nurture that sixth sense, that small voice which reminds 

you to look up and scan for traffic.   

Today we need to be more disciplined about the 

fundamental task of flying the airplane and looking 
outside. We may be close, but we are not yet to the point 

of locking the cabin door, starting the engine and letting 

the smart avionics fly for us. We’re still the pilot-in-
command and are the ultimate authority of the airplane – 

not the box sitting in the radio stack. 

 

 

BEFA's Six-month Check 

Those whose BEFA 6-month check has expired in either 

March, April or May this year will have until July 1st to get 
their checkride done, but can fly on this ”grace” period 

until then. Prior to March, expirations will not have a 

“grace" period. 

 

BEFA Reopening Template 

On the following pages is the template that defines 

safeguards for our facility and aircraft. 
 

 
 

From your Safety Officer,  

Mike Sievers 
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         4-27-2020 Rev 4 

The following information is an outline to follow as BEFA commences flight operations, per general health 

practices, and recommendation by BEFA’s Resident Flight Surgeon. 

NOTE:  

As with any flight planning, operations in the air, and decision making, it is up to the individual pilot to 
exercise the discipline and take the personal responsibility to mitigate the risk of spreading the coronavirus 
through diligent adherence to all current governmental guidelines. 

PILOT, STUDENT & PASSENGER HEALTH PROTOCOL 

Pilots will NOT come to BEFA and fly if they, anyone in their household, or any other people they have 
associated with in the past 14 days of the scheduled flight have shown indications of illness. It is important 
that you monitor and assess your condition, and your passenger’s condition prior to arrival at BEFA.  

FLIGHT OPERATIONS 

Aircraft cleaning protocol is to spray and/or wipe down the cockpit and aircraft prior to each flight including, 

but not limited to:  

-  All common touch points.  Recommend using latex gloves when performing exterior walk around. 

-  Door handles and latches, window latches  

-  Gasper vents 

-  Control Yoke 

-  Throttles, prop, carb heat, mixture knobs and fuel selector valves 

-  Switch panels and avionics switches. 

-  Touch screens: wipe with soft cloth containing 70% alcohol solution only, is approved.            (See 
further Advisory from Garmin) 

-  Seatbelt touch points 

-  Fuel strainers and fuel caps 

-  Oil dipstick handles and oil caps 

PPE protocol requires the pilots and passengers to have PPE.  Wearing of procedural masks or equivalent, and 
social distancing is required when on BEFA property.  Whether operating solo or dual in the aircraft or RedBird 
simulator, PPE will be used to the maximum extent possible without compromising safety.  

Members must wash or disinfect hands prior to and after each flight, as well as when entering and leaving the 
BEFA buildings.  
 

 

BEFA Reopening Template 

    840 W Perimeter Rd   Renton, WA 98057          Office Phone: (425) 271-2332                  www.befa.org                         
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GENERAL OFFICE/HANGAR FACILITY 

Signage, Marking & Office Usage 

- Member access to the admin office area is transitory and limited to access the tach books/keys and the 

aircraft white board. 

- Members are required to wear masks and wash hands or use hand sanitizers upon entering the office. 

- The Tach books are under the TV in the main office.   

- Pilots will sign out on the aircraft/destination white board.  Disinfect the markers prior to and after using. 

-   The general access computers are turned off and keyboards are removed. Members will need to use their 

own devices for checking aircraft in/out, weather, flight planning and scheduling. 

-   The areas around employee workstations have boundaries established by tape on the floor. These areas 

include Diana’s work station, Millicent’s office, and Wes’ office. The boundaries restrict access to doorways 

and ensure 6 feet of separation. 

-   The restrooms in the main office (by the coffee machine) are restricted use and are marked appropriately. 

Members may use the restrooms in the simulator room. 

-   No more than 3 members at a time in the lobby area. 

-   All members are required to maintain at least 6 foot separation as much as possible in the buildings and 

ramp/parking lot areas. 

-   Signage describing protocol and procedures are prominently displayed throughout the BEFA premises. 

OFFICE PROTOCOL 

There are three (3) disinfection passes per day, of the standard touch points in the office.  

- Door handles and knobs 

- Light switches 

- Computers and phones 

- Lunch room table, fridge, and microwave oven 

- Kitchenette / faucet sink / coffee area 

- Counter surfaces 

- Bathroom flush handles and faucet knobs 

- Keys & tach books 

 

 

     840 W Perimeter Rd   Renton, WA 98057          Office Phone: (425) 271-2332                  www.befa.org                         
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’Attaboys’ for our Volunteers 

Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us 

running smoothly, often saving money in the process.  We 
thank the following for their recent contribution. 

 Josh Swanson for helping the Staff with configuring 

the process to send out the invoices via email when 

Boeing Mail caught us flat footed and shut down mail 

service which is now restored. This was essentially 

the “beta” test when it was sent so there were some 

inevitable mistakes. When Boeing Mail Services 

reopened, we also mailed invoices for March to 

clarify those emailed invoices that were incorrect. 

 A huge thanks to all the members who have stepped 

up to the Covid-19 challenges. Your passion for flight 

is impressive. Thanks for your help at BEFA these 

last few months! 

 Josh Swanson and Mike Borkan (CFI) for assistance 

with mailing the invoices. 

 Janik Zender, new member Brett Sutton, and some 

other unknown BEFA helpers who helped disinfect 

the office. 

We’re sorry for not capturing all of the good members 
who have been assisting in keeping the gears running in 

this unprecedented time.  

 

We were saying,  

“ We’ll get through this... ” 

We’re now saying,  

“ We are getting through this... ” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  6         BEFA Office & Operations Reopen 
May                   

 21      BEFA Board of Directors Meeting 
 May         Thursday, 4 pm, teleconferencing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From your Operations Manager,  

Wes McKechnie 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

AIRCRAFT RATES 

Aircraft rates are also posted to the BEFA Homepage:  

http://www.befa.org 

http://www.befa.org/
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BEFA Members Private Facebook 

By Joerg Zender 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Flying is more than a sport and 

more than a job; 

Flying is pure Passion and Desire, 

which fill a Lifetime.” 

– Adolf Galland 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Volunteers are welcomed:  Join our team and help 
post/moderate any of our social media accounts. If 
interested, be sure to reach out to media@befa.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Notes to Members:   

Don’t forget to use our new tag, #befawashington, on 

all your future posts!       

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

We now have our own private Facebook group for BEFA 

members only. This group’s aim is to create another 

resource of interaction between all members and to 

enhance the overall club experience. 

To join click on the link:          

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA.Washington/ 

 Send a request to join the group.  

 Once your request has been approved, you are 

part of the group. Feel free to invite any of your 

BEFA Facebook friends. The more the merrier! 

Here is what to know and keep in mind. 

 Only verified BEFA members are allowed to join 

this group. 

 Only members can see the posts and 

conversation as the content is separate from the 

rest of the Facebook community. 

 Any member can make a new post to the group 

and/or reply to an existing post.  No need to wait 

for someone else. Just post your question, share 

your aviation experience, or join the conversation. 

 Please keep all content related to BEFA and 

Aviation. Visit our "Group Rules" section to make 

sure your posts are in compliance with BEFA rules 

and Facebook's Community Standards. 

BEFA Members!
 

BEFA Twitter 

https://twitter.com/BEFA_Washington 

 

           

   

 

 

 

  BEFA Facebook Group:      

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA. 

Washington/ 

 

 BEFA Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/BEFA.Washington/ 

 

BEFA Instagram 

  https://www.instagram.com/befa.washington/ 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

CONTACT US 

General Inquires or Information:   office@befa.org 

Operations Support:    operations@befa.org 

Billing or Payment Support:    accounting@befa.org 

Event / Activity Coordination:    events@befa.org 

Website, Social Media, Newsletter:    media@befa.org 

 

BEFA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ISSUES  

Contact in the order of: 

1. Ops Manager, Wes McKechnie        (425) 271-2332 

2. Emergency/Semi-Emergency text    (425) 384-9680 

3. Ops Officer, Troy Larson 

4. Any Board Member 

 
Renton Maintenance: 

In the event no other contact above is available, call 

          Ace Aviation directly    (425) 204-0845. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA.Washington/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA.%20Washington/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA.%20Washington/
mailto:office@befa.org
mailto:operations@befa.org
mailto:accounting@befa.org
mailto:events@befa.org
mailto:media@befa.org
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Contact information can be obtained from Flight 

Schedule Pro; navigate to People. 

 
OFFICERS & STAFF 

Board of Directors 

President  Bob Ingersoll 

Vice President Kevin Chaney 

Operations Officer Troy Larson 

Safety Officer Mike Sievers 

Treasurer Ann Galbraith 

Secretary Harium Martin-Morris 

 
Staff                     (425) 271-2332 

Operations Manager Wes McKechnie 

  Operations Assistant Diana Cassity 

Operations Assistant   

Saturday 
Yvonne Pipkin 

Accountant Millicent Rhoades  

EVERETT OFFICE CONTACTS 

PAE Coordinator 
Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson 

PAE Facilities & 
Support 

Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Safety Focal 
Steve Kirsch 

Mike Dubbury 

Oliver Meier 

 

There are no phones at this time. Please call the Renton 

office in an emergency; otherwise contact the focal 

below. 

Ne  Editor:  Yvonne  Pipkin 

Yvonne Pipkin 
 


