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Matthew Drake Affiliate RNT 

Michael Dziubinski I Both 

David Fitzpatrick I RNT 

Robert Peshkin III RNT 

Tatum Robertson Family RNT 

Miguel Ortega Rodriguez II RNT 

Kyle Scribner II Both 

Steven Swapp III RNT 

Pierre Trepanier I RNT 

Kyle Vacca II RNT 

Michelle White I Both 

 
 
 
 

   

18           BEFA Board Telecom Meeting 
June             Thursday, 4 pm 

20           BEFA Flying Study Club via Zoom 
June             Saturday, 10 – 11:45 am 
                         Host:  Fred Quarnstrom 

                    Guest Speaker:  James Polivka 

 

  
 

Mountain Flying 

Facilitated by James Polivka, BEFA CFII 

It is that time of year when we all should review what we 
need to know when flying around here. This presentation 

will use two videos from a course Fred Quarnstrom took in 

New Zealand a few years ago. To view the videos, go to: 

https://na1114.sharefile.com/d-s45ed72da50346d6a 

After the presentation, there will be an interactive 
discussion.  

Those who register in advance will be given the zoom 
access code prior to the meeting on June 20th. Please 

register at: fredq@comcast.net . 

 

 

 
This is an unprecedented time, due to COVID-19, resulting 
in a health and economic crisis. 

The following is the current RNT BEFA office protocol to 
protect the health and safety of our staff and members. 

 When entering the office, wear a mask and wash 

hands or use a hand sanitizer. 

 Members entrance is limited to access the tach 

books/keys and aircraft white board. 

 Use personal device to check aircraft out/in of FSP. 

 Maintain 6 ft. separation. 

 Adhere to the taped boundaries. 

 Members may use the restrooms in the simulator 

room. 

Thank you for your understanding and patience! 

    840 W Perimeter Rd   Renton, WA 98057          Office Phone: (425) 271-2332                  www.befa.org                         
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BEFA Pilots Deliver More Masks 

“The awesome pilots from Boeing Employees’ Flying 

Association lended a hand (or an aircraft) to get a much 
needed supply of procedure masks to the medical staff at 

the Cascade Medical Center up in Leavenworth recently.” 

“Pilot Clarke Manning soared over the Cascade Range on 

May 1 with precious cargo – 22,500 simple procedure 

masks headed for Cascade Medical in Leavenworth. A 20-
year Air Force veteran, Manning was one of about 15 

pilots from Boeing Employees Flying Association who 
volunteered to fly over a million masks from China to 

healthcare facilities statewide.” 

To read more of the article, go to  
https://www.leavenworthecho.com/news/many-hands-

bring-22500-masks-cascade-medical 

 

 
“Pilots Clarke Manning and Troy Larson from Boeing 
Employees’ Flight Association pose with boxes full of 

masks for Cascade Medical May 1.”  

Photo by The Leavenworth Echo 

 
On May 1st Kevin Chaney delivered more masks; this 
time to Forks Community Hospital.        Photo by WSHA 

  
 

 

May 19th   
 Doug Weller / Gazi Masood (2nd in Command) 

 Steve Kirsch / Shad Pipkin (2nd in Command) 

May 22nd 
 Troy Larson 

 Nick Patrick / James Walker (2nd in Command) 

 John Vian 

These missions are critical for supporting the community, 

and BEFA pilots are utilizing their unique skills as pilots. If 
you are interested in participating in future community 

service projects, please contact the Operations Officer, 

Troy Larson. 

 

 

 

Methodical and Positive Reopening 

Our BEFA reopening from the COVID-19 suspension has 

been very methodical and positive. Congrats to the BEFA 

members who have gotten back into the cockpit for 
following the BEFA COVID Template and providing a safe 

environment for everyone at BEFA. We look forward to 
seeing more of you when you are ready to get back in the 

sky. 

I’m sure you have seen what has happened to the price of 

oil during this trying time. BEFA is fortunate the price of 

our avgas has dropped sufficient enough to pass through 
to our members a net hourly rate reduction after we have 

also adjusted our base rate to deal with the fixed costs we 
had to absorb during the suspension. We also renewed 

our annual insurance policy and were fortunate enough to 

deal with the new premiums without any adjustment to 
our monthly dues. When you also weigh in the fact that 

we had four TBO’s last year which were all over $25,000 
each without any financing, BEFA continues to have a 

solid financial position overall. Kudos to our Board and 

Accountant. 

I hope you’ve been following the BEFA / Washington State 

Hospital Association partnership to deliver PPE’s to rural 
parts of Washington State. This has been covered by 

Boeing BNN and local TV and radio. Congrats to all those 
BEFA members involved for a job well done.  

From your President,  

Bob Ingersoll 

Read all about it! 

Additionally, the following pilots 

also volunteered their time as 
well as covered the flight cost to 

deliver face masks to the various 

hospitals across Washington 
State and in northern Idaho. 
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Fly Right 

The incentive is strong for pilots to fly carefully. Although 

the safety record of general aviation continues to 
improve, accidents still do occur. So how does a pilot “fly 

right?” The data shows that the most effective way 
to avoid accidents is to simply follow established 

procedures. Comply with the regulations, use checklists, 

adhere to published policies, etc. Adhering to established 
procedure avoids accidents – it’s a fact. Avoiding 

accidents is as simple as doing it by the book. Even a 
casual look at the numbers will confirm that following 

established procedures is statistically the most effective 
and least expensive way to break a developing accident 

chain. 

Years ago, Boeing sponsored a study that examined 287 
major accidents over a ten-year period. Sufficient 

detailed information existed to permit in-depth analysis. A 
clear sequence of events leading up to each accident was 

established. Investigators looked at the sequences and 

asked if anything could have been done to prevent the 
accident, focusing on how the accidents could have been 

prevented. The results of the study were simple, but 
powerful.  Although many accident prevention strategies 

and interventions were identified, by far the most 

prevalent was for pilots to follow established procedures. 
All of this boils down to a simple fact. If there is a 

checklist written for your airplane, use it.   

If BEFA, the POH, or the AIM has a published operational 

procedure and/or recommendation, follow it. In many 
cases, these procedures were established as a result of 

hard learned lessons. Blind obedience to directives is 

never a good substitute for good judgment, but before 
you decide to get creative and do it “your way,” think 

about why you really want to do it that way if it 
disregards published or established procedures. Then 

think again.  Would your explanation satisfy an examiner 

(or investigator)? Would it satisfy your family? 
 

Flying by the book can avoid needless, unsafe conflicts, 
promote confidence and safety, and sharply minimize 

accident potential. Statistics prove it. It will also help 
greatly to break an accident chain that may be quietly 

building during your flight.  Avoiding accidents and 

incidents is a very big deal. Try to think of a way to do 
that in your flying. Many procedures exist because people 

have paid high prices to get them there, and there is no 
reason to pay them again. 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

‘Attaboys’ for our Volunteers 

Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us running 
smoothly, often saving money in the process.  We thank the 

following for their recent contribution. 

 Tim Anderson (CFI) and Mike Borkan (CFI) for 

maintenance reposition 

 Paul Zahner for hangar work 

 Christian Frey,  Mike Borkan (CFI) and Bob Guthrie, 

(CFI) for helping with the monthly billing 

 James Walker for his picking up the grounds mowing 

for another season 

 Paul Ust for continued updating of the nav data bases 

 All the good members who have come in to fly and 

voluntarily disinfected the office 

Reminder of Being Kind to Airplanes 

Since we have returned to flying, the operations have 

been going well. Please remember how to treat aircraft 
components.  

The BEFA COVID Protocols are still in place. It is still a 
requirement to use masks while on the premises and in 

aircraft, disinfect the cockpits, and handwashing upon 

entry and exit of the office. Please be careful to only use 
the alcohol wipes for the aircraft touch screens. Do not 

use bleach or other disinfectants on the 
touchscreen because the glare application on the screen 

will be diminished. Use a light touch when cleaning the 

screens and aircraft components. Protocol reminders are 
posted in the office. 

Let’s not forget the “normal” protocol pre-COVID-19 on 
treating our aircraft. The aircraft are made of lightweight 

weight material for what should be obvious reasons to a 
pilot. Gentle actions and finesse is required to not create 

excessive wear and tear or breakage. Avoid the “SUV 

mentality” of heavy handed jam and jerk on the aircraft 
component.  

 Do not twist the gasper vent valves past their 

stop limits. It will not make you any cooler, and it 

breaks the adjustment mechanism.  

 When post-flighting, do not cinch the seatbelts 

so tight that it crimps the upholstery, click the belts 

together, but keep the belts themselves a little slack. 

 Do not force locks, door handles, and windows 

to get them to close. This easily breaks or bends 

From your Safety Officer,  

Mike Sievers 

From your Operations Manager,  

Wes McKechnie 
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the mechanisms and pushrods inside the doors, 

which is costly to repair or replace. 

 Twist, push, or pull all switches gently, 

including push to talk switches (!). Pressing 

too hard on the PTT switch, whether due to anxiety 

or heavy handiness, will damage the limit device in 

the push button housing. The damage causes the 

switch to proceed past the contact point, and 

results in the inability to transmit. If you encounter 

this in flight, try pressing very lightly to hit that 

middle point where the PTT will work, or use the 

HAND-HELD microphone, which is a forgotten 

back-up component in the aircraft. 

 Do not slam the aircraft doors, or leave the 

doors open. Wind or prop wash will flay the door 

open and break the hinge components to the tune 

of thousands of dollars. 

 Do not jam or pull hard on throttle, mixture 

or prop knobs or levers. Again a light touch is a 

mark of a skilled pilot, not the rookie ham-

handedness. If you have aspirations of getting a 

flying job, be it a line job or instruction, the 

checkride actually is a test of how you’re treating 

the equipment as much or more than just your 

flying skills. As I was once told, “we figure we can 

teach you to fly properly (whatever plane you’re 

stepping up too), what we’re also looking for is 

how you treat the plane, our owner’s investment…” 

And, remember the “Law of Primacy”; that which 

you first learn, or habitually do, good or bad, will 

typically follow you from then on. Do it right from 

the outset, and you’ll carry the good habits with 

you without thinking about it. 

 Wipe up as best you can any oil spilled in the 

engine compartment and elsewhere. 

 No headsets, kneeboards iPads, etc. on top 

of the instrument panel to avoid scratching the 

expensive Plexiglas windscreen. Only paper and the 

keys should be up there.  

If there is anything else that you may have seen, drop 

me a line and I’ll include it in the next newsletter. 

Grievance 

On 5/13/2020 the gust lock and pitot cover were left off 

overnight. 

Municipal Instituted Curfews & BEFA Ops 

Please be mindful of the safety Curfews local 

municipalities are imposing with the recent widespread 
organized looting and vandalism. Unlike COVID-19, we do 

not have an exemption from this! This has been impacting 
fuel operations, and also can modify your personal flight 

times. Please keep abreast of them, comply, and report 
any suspicious activity or threat to any of the aircraft or 

airport businesses that concerns you to 911.  

I have been in contact with the Renton Police Department 
about the looting issues we’ve been witnessing on TV, and 

they ask that we leave the lights on inside the building at 
night so they can see in the building, and to check all 

doors and locks prior to leaving. If you get a chance, 

check the BEFA Web Cam periodically to see if any 
problems are developing on our flight line, and notify 

Renton Police. The Renton Non-Emergency phone number 
is (425) 235-2121. 

 
 

 

 

    

 
1. The US Airways accident “Miracle on the Hudson” 

flown by Capt. Sullenberger was caused by a black 

swan.  True or False? 

2. The GPS was developed for only military use. What 

event occurred to make GPS available for civilian use? 

3. What is the definition of a “slow airplane”? 

4. “If you are looking for perfect safety, you will do well 

to sit on a fence and watch the birds…” Who said it? 

ANSWERS on next page       
 

Dentist probes into the teeth of aviation learning; it’s 
painless! 

Continued Aviation Learning 

By Fred Quarnstrom 

In my 52 years as a dentist, I was always in one study 

club, and at times two study clubs. We met once a month 

for dinner and exchanged information. I probably learned 
as much from my fellow dentists as I did from formal 

continuing education meetings. We, pilots, call this hangar 
flying.   

        May 2020 

     by Barry Schiff 
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BEFA has a great group of pilots, instructors, and people 
very knowledgeable in aviation. We have formal ground 

school classes leading to various ratings. We have a lot of 
one-on-one teaching by CFIs with their students. We also 

have to do periotic check flights for BEFA and for the 

FAA. However, BEFA did not have a continuing education 
program. Almost two years ago, I proposed BEFA start a 

Flying Study Club for an hour or two once a month on 
Saturdays. The rest is history. 

What are the rules of these meetings?   

#1 THERE ARE NO STUPID QUESTIONS. There 
is no rule #2.   

Nothing you ask will be held against you. If you have 
a question at least one-third of the folks have the 

same question. We have a tendency to worry that 
others will think we are stupid if we ask questions 

and it will be held against us. Better to ask a 

question and get an answer than to make that 
mistake in the air and have an accident.   

In my 53 years of flying, I have made some 
mistakes. I am willing to share my mistakes if you 

will share yours. If we both share, no one else will 

need to make the same mistakes. 

So far we have covered the following topics: 

1) We should share our mistakes and errors 
2) Proper landing techniques 

3) Take-offs 
4) What to do when the engine goes quiet 

5) Auburn Airport traffic patterns IFR and VFR 

6) Risk management for pilots 
7) Evaluating your performance on your flight 

8) Forms to make flying easier 
9) Aircraft Icing 

10) Use of oxygen below 10,000’; how to make your 

own system for less than $150 
11) Radio technique as per KRNT tower 

12) Using FlyQefb 
13) What should your emergency pack/vest have 

should you have an off airport landing 

14) Flying to Oshkosh 
15) Using various simulator 

16) Cold Weather Flying   
17) 150-years of hints that make flying easier and 

more fun by three gray haired pilots 
18) O2 and CO and their effect on pilots 

19) Aircraft Flutter 

20) Minimum flying speeds / what to do when the 
engine changes sound 

If you have a topic you would like to hear or would be 
willing to present a topic at a future meeting, please send 

me an email to fredq@comcast.net or call me at (206) 

313-0496. If you would like any of the topics listed above 
to be presented again, just let me know. 

 
We will get out an announcement the week before the 
Zoom meeting. If you are interested in joining the online 

meeting, send me an email to register no later than the 
day before. I will reply with the registration info: web 

address, the meeting ID and the password. 

 

 

“See you” at the next BEFA Flying Study Club meeting on 
June 20th!   

 

 

 

   Pop Quiz Answers      

1. True.  A black swan is an unpredictable or unforeseen 
event that typically has severe consequences. 

2. In the wake of the tragic 1983 shoot down by the 
USSR of Korean Airlines Flight 007, occurring partly 

due to a navigational programming error, President 
Reagan authorized civilian use of GPS. 

3. A “slow airplane” is an airplane that receives a bird 

strike from behind. 

4. In 1901 Wilbur Wright said it at the time he was 
performing glider experiments. 

Register Early 

AIRCRAFT RATES 

A mission flight by 

Mikel Moore in the 

Top Cub   

Photo by 

Mikel Moore 

 

mailto:fredq@comcast.net


6 | June 2 0 2 0  N e w s l e t t e r  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Volunteers are welcomed:  Join our team and help 
post/moderate any of our social media accounts. If 
interested, be sure to reach out to media@befa.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Notes to Members:   

Don’t forget to use our new tag, #befawashington, on 

all your future posts!       

 

 

BEFA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ISSUES  

Contact in the order of: 

1. Ops Manager, Wes McKechnie        (425) 271-2332 

2. Emergency/Semi-Emergency text    (425) 384-9680 

3. Ops Officer, Troy Larson 

4. Any Board Member 

 
Renton Maintenance: 

In the event no other contact above is available, call 

          Ace Aviation directly    (425) 204-0845. 

CONTACT US 

General Inquires or Information:   office@befa.org 

Operations Support:    operations@befa.org 

Billing or Payment Support:    accounting@befa.org 

Event / Activity Coordination:    events@befa.org 

Website, Social Media, Newsletter:    media@befa.org 

 

BEFA Twitter 

https://twitter.com/BEFA_Washington 

 

           

   

 

 

 

  BEFA Facebook Group:      

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA. 

Washington/ 

 

 BEFA Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/BEFA.Washington/ 

 

BEFA Instagram 

  https://www.instagram.com/befa.washington/ 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Ne  Editor:  Yvonne  Pipkin 

 
 

Contact information can be obtained from Flight 

Schedule Pro; navigate to People. 

 
OFFICERS & STAFF 

Board of Directors 

President  Bob Ingersoll 

Vice President Kevin Chaney 

Operations Officer Troy Larson 

Safety Officer Mike Sievers 

Treasurer Ann Galbraith 

Secretary Harium Martin-Morris 

 
Staff                     (425) 271-2332 

Operations Manager Wes McKechnie 

  Operations Assistant Diana Cassity 

Operations Assistant   

Saturday 
Yvonne Pipkin 

Accountant Millicent Rhoades  

EVERETT OFFICE CONTACTS 

PAE Coordinator 
Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson 

PAE Facilities & 
Support 

Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Safety Focal 
Steve Kirsch 

Mike Dubbury 

Oliver Meier 

 

There are no phones at this time. Please call the Renton 

office in an emergency; otherwise contact the focal 

below. 

mailto:office@befa.org
mailto:operations@befa.org
mailto:accounting@befa.org
mailto:events@befa.org
mailto:media@befa.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA.%20Washington/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA.%20Washington/

