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City Council Meeting 
December 28, 2021 

 
 
Present: Mayor John Williams, Councilmembers Mike Esser, Wayne Dudley and Greg 

Koczur  
 
Absent: Councilmember Dan Becker 
 
Also Present: Police Chief Cory Hert, Fire Chief Tony Reda, Planning/Zoning/Code Official 

Kami Egan, City Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Richards and Assistant Public 
Works Director Pat Campbell 

 
 
Mayor Williams called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  City Clerk/Treasurer Richards called the 
Roll Call.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
Councilmember Esser moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilmember Dudley seconded 
the motion.  Discussion: None.  No comments from the public were received. 
Motion carried with all in favor. 

• Minutes of 12/14/21 Regular Meeting 
• Claims Roster 12/22/21 

 
Departmental Reports: 
Reports were given by Police Chief Hert, Fire Chief Reda, Planning/Zoning/Code Official Egan, and 
Assistant Public Works Director Campbell.  
 
Mayor’s Communications: 
Mayor Williams has received a proposal from In Control Systems.  Attorney Ryder, the Public 
Works Department and KLJ engineering have reviewed the proposal.  Public Works Director Swan 
has spent a lot of time working on and keeping the current controls system working.  Hopefully a 
new system will be installed this spring.   
 
The city will have openings available on several committees due to a city resident moving out of 
state.   
 
The city will be entering into an agreement with KLJ Engineering to assist the city with the Water 
Feasibility Study.  Talen has put out a Request for Proposals and received 4 proposals.  The 
proposals will be reviewed next week. 
 
Mayor Williams sent the Rosebud County Commissioners a follow-up letter regarding the unused 
funds the county has from the ARPA Funds.  The commissioners have indicated they will have a 
plan for the unused funds in the spring. 
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Public Comment:  
Jim Atchison, Southeastern Montana Development Corporation (SEMDC), thanked the city’s Public 
Works Department for repairing their flag pole.  Jim presented a check in the amount of $55,000 
due to the agreement between SEMDC and NextEra Energy.  The agreement provided for funding 
for the city’s water infrastructure and studies beginning in the year of construction of the 
windfarm.  The agreement also included $40,000 for the communities of Forsyth and Colstrip to 
utilize.  The two cities agreed to split this amount evenly.  Jim presented another check in the 
amount of $20,000.   
 
 
New Business:   
Regarding the sale of marijuana in city limits, since the voters in Rosebud County voted in favor of 
Initiative No. 190, the only restriction that can be adopted regarding the sale of marijuana in 
Colstrip city limits has to be initiated by petition.  The City of Colstrip adopted an ordinance in 
2010 restricting the use of medical marijuana in public places.  Since House Bill 701 has a 
restriction in place on public usage ($50 fine), Attorney Ryder recommends repealing the city’s 
ordinance and enforcing this utilizing state law. 
 
Councilmember Esser moved to approve the Mayor’s recommendation to give city employees a 
one-time compensation adjustment of $1,000 for full-time employees and pro-rated amount for 
part-time employees due to the increased cost of living and inflation this past year.  
Councilmember Koczur seconded the motion.   
Discussion:  Councilmember Dudley asked where the 5.9% CPI number came from.  Mayor 
Williams explained the 5.9% number is the social security adjustment being made due to inflation 
in 2021.  Councilmember Dudley asked if any other business or government entity in Colstrip is 
doing something like this.  Mayor Williams is only aware of the Colstrip Medical Center doing 
something similar this past summer.  Councilmember Dudley also commented on the additional 
paid holiday given the city employees in November and the raises given in July.  Councilmember 
Dudley is concerned about the potential of losing 50% of our tax base due to the power plant 
owners wanting to pull out of Colstrip and the windfarm being constructed.  He feels we should be 
saving and preparing for this.   
Public Comment:  None received. 
Motion carried 2-1 with Councilmembers Esser and Koczur voting in favor and Councilmember 
Dudley voting nay. 
 
Mayor Williams thanked the City Council for their support during this past year.  He also thanked 
the employees and wished everyone a Happy New Year. 
 
Adjournment: 
Mayor Williams adjourned the meeting at 8:08 pm. 
 
        
Michelle Richards, City Clerk/Treasurer 


