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Karen Sherrin 6/3

Sarah Shelmire 6/4

Pam Wilder 6/5

Nancy Blazer 6/5

Ardie Sen� 6/5

Michelle Brown 6/6

Denny Dumler 6/6

Janice Moore 6/6

Terry Nelson 6/6

Richard Gunderson 6/14

Sharon Westergreen 6/14

Sam Winter 6/16

Tamie Miller 6/20

Lynda Cales 6/23

Ellen Schoenbeck 6/23

Lou Handley 6/25

Penny Kilburn 6/25

Missy Laudenschlager 6/25

Sue Boyd 6/30

Hunter Brown 6/30

We Remember in our Prayers
 Judi Bechhoefer (Friend of Michelle Brown)—Battling Cancer  

 Don Benson—Health Concerns 

 Becky Bliefernich (Niece of Barbara Brooks)—Battling Cancer  

 Nancy Blazer—Health Concerns  

 Barbara Brooks—Recovering from Surgery 

 Doug Burnett (Friend of Phil & Nancy Rogers)—Battling Cancer 

 Christi (Daughter of Charlie & Sue Boyd)—Recovery 

 Vicki Dugas (Friend of Barbara & John Hannan)—Battling Cancer  

 Bernie Eccles (friend of Larry and Linda Coutts)—Bone Marrow Transplant 

 Ethan (Grandson of John & Sue Hornacek)—Life Struggles 

 Joy Gallimore—Health Concerns 

 Melody Gilkey (Daughter-in-law of Dave & Liz Gilkey)—Health Concerns 

 Jason Green (Nephew of Michael Donavon)—Fighting Coronavirus 

 Sharon Holland (Friend of Barbara & John Hannan)—Battling Cancer 

 Al Hopkins (cousin-in-law of Lee and Sue Stenehjem)—Battling Cancer 

 Mike Knytch—Battling Cancer 

 Michael Koch (Grandson of Ron and Shirley Koch)—Health Concerns 

 Dee Martin and Tad Eickman (Friends of Marti Novak)—Battling Cancer 

 Lynne Mohr (Stepdaughter of Carol Gasser)—Battling Cancer 

 Annika Nelson & Family (Heidi Ruff’s cousin’s daughter)—Health Concerns 

 Beth Oujiri—Health Concerns 

 Jack Page (father of Stephen Page)—Health Concerns 

 Gene Perry—Heart Procedure 

 Richard Reeder Sr. (Friend of Michelle Brown)—Health Concerns 

 Ruth Schlesinger—Health Concerns 

 Jay Van (Iris Van’s son)—Health Concerns 

 Gil Wahlberg—Health Concerns 

 Joan Walther (Friend of Sheila Fankhauser)—Battling Cancer  

 Lew Wilson (Friend of Lee and Sue Stenehjem)—Battling Cancer 

 Chuck Woods (Friend of Beth & Steve McCarthy)—Health Concerns 

 Family and Friends of Marie Ball (Mother of Janice Moore) 
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A Message from Pastor Mark
105 degrees in April? And soon it will be here—summer. And we can only wonder what the temperature

will be. The approach of summer is marked not so much by the beginning of the season on June 20th but

by the Memorial Day weekend - and that is soon here. The space that is between Memorial Day and Labor

Day are actually the days that we generally look at as the more summer-like days of the year. It is between

those two weekends that most of us in Arizona try to find a way to get to cooler climates and certainly the

time when our friends who visit during the winter find their way back north.

One of the things that has happened to our society since we began to view Memorial Day as the beginning

of summer is a dilution of what Memorial Day is all about. With the involvement of our country in

conflicts in different areas of the world over the past 20 years, we would do well to remember exactly why

it is we mark the last weekend in May as such a significant time.

Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on May 5, 1868 by General John Logan, national commander of

the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General Order No. 11, and was first observed on May 30, 1868,

when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National

Cemetery. The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New York in 1873. By 1890 it was

recognized by all the northern states. The South refused to acknowledge the day, honoring their dead on

separate days until after World War I (when the holiday changed from honoring just those who died

fighting in the Civil War to honoring Americans who died fighting in any war). It is now celebrated in

almost every State on the last Monday in May. It is the day we remember the men and woman who gave

their lives for the sake of this country and for the continuing freedoms we enjoy.

May is also the month when we celebrate the lives of the women who have helped shape us with Mother’s

Day. Due to the continuing reality of life and death, both Mother’s Day and Memorial Day can be a

particularly sad times for a number of families. While many of us will be celebrating, there are people who

will be facing the painful reminder that someone special to them has been lost—that a life has been taken

from them.

Not all that long ago we all began to gather together in our homes, around our TVs, phones, tablets and

computers, to give thanks to God for the gift of life we were given through the life, death, and resurrection

of his Son, Jesus Christ. We did so not because we had to do so, we did so because we needed to offer our

thanks for this beautiful and powerful gift of life.

Prayers to those who continue to find themselves in harm’s way, prayers for those suffering physically or

emotionally due to the pandemic, prayers for those who are recovering from the wounds of war, prayers for

those who have lost someone special in their lives. And especially, prayers for those who find either of

these days not times of celebrations, but times of mourning, or grief, and of loss.

During our celebrations and gatherings for Memorial Day weekend take the time that is required to pray.

Take the time to say a prayer for those in peril. Take the time to say a prayer for those battling Covid-19.

Take the time to pray for those who are recovering from injury. Take the time to pray for those who have

lost men and women special to them. And most of all, pray that in the midst of confusion and chaos of this

time, that God’s presence remains with us all to lead us and guide us to a peaceful and health-filled

conclusion to all the conflicts of our lives.

Pastor Mark
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2020 Vacation Bible School – BREAKING NEWS! 

 

Our Vacation Bible School at Living Water is not cancelled!   

In an effort to keep everyone safe and healthy in the current 

Covid-19 environment, we will be offering a 5 day “Virtual” VBS 

program to our church family, community and out-of-state family 

members.  Our theme of “Wilderness Escape – Where God 

Guides & Provides” seems especially relevant considering the 

uncertain times of today.  As of today, we hope to deliver the VBS 

program the week of June 15, as previously scheduled. 

Stay tuned for more information and please keep your VBS 

Leadership Team in your prayers.  We are embarking on a whole 

new way of delivering the message of God’s love to children. 

 

VBS Leadership Team 

Kris Crow 

Pastor Shari 

Heidi Ruff 

Kris Smith 

Myrna Ulland 

Julie Ann Walker 
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VBS BOOK DRIVE 2020
Our mission project for VBS is books for kids and 

here’s how you can help make this a success!  New 

or gently used books for kids of elementary ages 

are preferred; however, we accept books for all 

ages (kids and adults), including books with a reli-

gious theme.  Ima Bookworm, our VBS mission 

project leader, says, “a gently-used book means no 

rips/tears, no wri�ng, and no worm holes!” Books can be brought to a 
collec�on box at the south door of the Educa�on Building from 
Monday, June 8 to Friday, June 19.  Follow the instruc�ons on the 
door when you drop off your books.
You can also help us purchase new or gently used books by making a 

$$$ contribu�on to our VBS Book Drive. Sue Brash, our LWLC book 
drive coordinator, can purchase books at a discount from many sourc-

es.  Since our VBS is “virtual” this year, we are not seeking dona�ons 
of food or supplies as in past years. This year, you can direct what you 

might have spent on those items, or even more, to our VBS Book 

Drive!  Please note ‘VBS Book Drive’ on your check, your offering en-

velope, or on your online dona-

�on.
All books, donated or purchased, 

are directed to the Phoenix Assis-

tance League for distribu�on.  
Every book you donate goes to a 

happy new home.  Some�mes it's 
the very first book a needy child 
will own.  Look at the joy we can 

bring to others!
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Visit the Living Water website to keep up-to-date:

 lwlcaz.org/videos/

 Here you will find links to our YouTube videos of weekly worship 
and studies, plus PDF outlines for each Bible study & worship.  You can 
also sign-up on the website to receive email notification when new 
videos are posted.

 Stay connected on this page by watching videos:
   Live From Homes
   Adult Forums
   Bible Studies
   Worship

12



A BRIDGE GROUP

Bridge for 1 or 2 players and other card games

The Bridge Group won't meet until further notice. But its members – 
and other Living Water folks who are staying home 24/7 – can still 
play cards. One option is playing bridge online. You can also search 

the Internet for instructions for Honeymoon Bridge (for two). If 
bridge isn't your deal, there's a lengthy list of other card games that 
can be played by two people: Canasta, Crazy Eights, Gin Rummy, 
Go Fish, Golf, Hearts, 3 Card Poker, and so on. If you're going solo 

during the coronavirus outbreak, multiple versions of solitaire – such 
as Klondike, Patience, Pyramid, and Spider – are available. Finally, 

you can always pull out several decks and create an elaborate house 
of cards. Check the web for inspiration!

For more information on this monthly fellowship opportunity, 
please contact Richard or Jill Wehr (480-515-4813 or jillajw@cox.net).

 

first people you see are our Servant Teams.  This is the group that makes up the Greeters, 
Ushers, and Communion Assistants.  It is a rota�ng group of folks who have Leadership Teams 
designated for each Sunday.  If you are interested in being part of one of these Servant Teams, 
the folks listed below are the ones you should see.  If that isn’t something that is of interest to 

you, then how about thanking these folks for the work they do.

       11:00 a.m.   Don / Pa� Pick

News & EventsLW

The Living Water Lutheran Church Annual Picnic 

is postponed until Fall of 2020.

New date to be announced!

note:
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first people you see are our Servant Teams.  This is the group that makes up the Greeters, 
Ushers, and Communion Assistants.  It is a rota�ng group of folks who have Leadership Teams 
designated for each Sunday.  If you are interested in being part of one of these Servant Teams, 
the folks listed below are the ones you should see.  If that isn’t something that is of interest to 

you, then how about thanking these folks for the work they do.

       11:00 a.m.   Don / Pa� Pick
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Living Water’s 24/7 office fish applauds the outpouring of support as the coronavirus 

impacts lives around the world.

Q. The ELCA has been helpful in guiding congregations through the coronavirus pandemic. 

How is it addressing the impact of COVID-19’s global spread?

A. Lutheran Disaster Response is an ELCA entity that “brings God’s hope, healing, and renewal to 

people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world.” As 

such, it’s the ELCA’s engine for responding to the COVID-19 pandemic at home and abroad. 

Although the outbreak is unlike “conventional” disasters – e.g., floods, tornadoes, and wildfires – 

LDR is no stranger to providing food and hygiene kits. But this highly contagious pandemic also 

presents another urgent need: personal protection equipment and other medical supplies.

As the coronavirus erupted in the U.S., LDR stepped into action by helping a Lutheran church in 

New Orleans expand its meal program for at-risk residents. It also partnered with southern Califor-

nia churches involved in a social ministry delivering food and essential supplies to elderly and 

homebound people. By late April, LDR was also supporting relief assistance in Illinois, New Jersey, 

New York, Oregon, and Pennsylvania.

Overseas, LDR collaborates with various organizations in numerous locations. Programs it funds 

include the provision of PPE and sanitation supplies for a Jerusalem hospital, meals and hygiene kits 

in India, medical supplies and hygiene training in South Sudan, and PPE in Italy.

Other arms of the ELCA are helping here in Arizona. Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest 

continues its critical services related to in-home care, shelter for the homeless, food pantries, and 

meal delivery. Living Water’s response is driven by the spirit of “God’s work. Our hands.” In April, 

our congregation participated in a local ELCA church’s collection of funds and food for the Navajo 

Lutheran Mission. In May, our confirmation youth decided to help local hunger by designating $596 

from Souper Bowl Sunday to St. Mary’s Food Bank, which is struggling to feed more families. Your 

ongoing prayers are also a powerful crisis response.

Do you have a question for Zeke? E-mail it to him at AskZeke@cox.net or contact his writing 

partner, Jill Wehr, at 480-515-4813.



15

Publication Deadlines:
Connections- Every Tuesday by noon

SPLASH! - The 20th of each month by noon

Servant Teams
There are a great many people involved in making Sunday worship happen.  Some of the very 

first people you see are our Servant Teams.  This is the group that makes up the Greeters, 
Ushers, and Communion Assistants.  It is a rota�ng group of folks who have Leadership Teams 
designated for each Sunday.  If you are interested in being part of one of these Servant Teams, 
the folks listed below are the ones you should see.  If that isn’t something that is of interest to 

you, then how about thanking these folks for the work they do.
 

1st Sunday of the Month

        8:30 a.m.    Deb Bash / Debbie Anderson

      11:00 a.m.    Gene / Dee Eilers

2nd Sunday of the Month  

       8:30 a.m.   DJ / Jan Johnson

       11:00 a.m.   Don / Pa� Pick

3rd Sunday of the Month 

8:30 a.m.   Lee / Sue Stenehjem

11:00 a.m.   Darryl / Tana Harlan

4th Sunday of the Month

         8:30 a.m.   Denny Dumler

         11:00 a.m.   Charlie / Sue Boyd

Ed / Darryl Shipley.

Many hands make the work a little lighter.  

9201 E. Happy Valley Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85255
office@lwlcaz.org ~ 480.473.8400 ~ www.LWLCAZ.org

Living Water is a Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Grand Canyon Synod.
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