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Save the Date & Invite a Guest! 
On Sunday, December 22nd, the Living Water Choir 

will be presenting our annual Christmas cantata, 
at the both the 8:30 and 11:00 worship service. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to invite your friends 
and neighbors to join us as we worship the Lord 

through music and word.

Happy Holiday Season! 
from

Living Water Lutheran Church



We Remember in our Prayers

Please call the o�ce if  your birthday is not listed  and we will make sure to enter it into our database. 

• Judi Bechhoefer (Friend of Michelle Brown) – Battling cancer 
• Becky Bliefernich (Niece of Barbara Brooks)– Battling cancer 
• Nancy Blazer – Health concerns 
• Doug Burnett (Friend of Phil & Nancy Rogers) – Battling Cancer
• Collin Cassem - Active Military Member
• JoAnn Dearing (Friend of Michelle Brown) – Health concerns – 11.2
• Vicki Dugas (Friend of Barbara & John Hannan) – Battling Cancer 
• Bernie Eccles (Friend of Linda & Larry Coutts) – Battling Cancer 
• Jinhong Fan (Sister-in-law of Kristin Smith) – Battling Cancer
• David Fernandez - Active Military Member
• Jeanne Folmer (Niece of Sue & Lee Stenehjem) – Battling cancer
• Joy Gallimore – Health Concerns
• Matt and Kristen Garrett (husband and wife) - Active Military Members
• Celia Giontzeneli – Health concerns
• Sharon Holland (Friend of Barbara & John Hannan) – Battling cancer
• Al Hopkins (cousin-in-law of Lee and Sue Stenehjem) - Battling cancer
• Scott Johnson (Son of Steve & Susan Johnson) – Health concerns
• Tom Kelland – Health concerns
• Mike Knytch – Battling cancer
• Hannah Lehrke (Granddaughter of Lois and Jay Lucas) – Health concerns
• Maren McKay (Daughter of Lance & Carol Jacobson) – Health Concerns
• Lynne Mohr (Stepdaughter of Carol Gasser) – Battling cancer
• Elsa Nelson (Daughter of Celia Giontzeneli) – Health concerns
• Je� Novak (Son-in-law of Mike & Lou Handley) - Health concerns
• Richard Reeder Sr. (Friend of Michelle Brown) - Health concerns
• Michael Steele (Friend of the Coutts) – Battling cancer
• Karlene Wenz (Wife of Mike Kie�er) - Health concerns
• Lew Wilson (friend of Lee and Sue Stenehjem) - Battling cancer
• Chuck Woods (Friend of Beth & Steve McCarthy) - Health concerns
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Send your prayer requests to prayer@lwlcaz.org or fill one out at lwlcaz.org

Yvonne Weber 12/30
Joan Sprinkle 12/20
Jay Hoenig 12/13
Dennis Nelson 12/18
Doris Yock 12/9

Stephen Page 12/7
Maren Titmas 12/14
Annelise Sabato 12/18
Vincent Sabato 12/18
Sue Brash 12/11
Marilyn Goesling 12/23



A Message from Pastor SHARI
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The prophets, shepherds and angels are ge�ng ready to transport us back to “The First 
Christmas” in Living Water’s Children’s Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 15 at 
11:00am.  We hope you can join us as 19 children and youth of Living Water are signed up to 
perform this One-Act Play including familiar Christmas hymns such as “Oh, Li�le Town of 
Bethlehem;” “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing;” “Joy to the World;” “We Three Kings;” and “Silent 
Night.” There are so many people who have dreamed, planned and worked hard to make this 
happen, including our directors, Heidi Ruff and Janice Moore; as well as our set designers, 
Wayne and Leila Burrus, Janice Moore and Lynda Cales; our seamstresses, Barbara Brooks, 
Pa�y Hamm, Heidi Ruff, Lynda Cales; and many more.  The set is amazing, the costumes are 
perfect, the kids are awesome, and we can’t wait to imagine what it was like on the night of 
the birth of the baby Jesus.   
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Join Us this Holiday Season! Service Schedule

Sunday December 1
8:30am Liturgical Worship

11:00am Praise Worship

Sunday December 8
8:30am Liturgical Worship

11:00am Praise Worship

Sunday December 15 
8:30am Liturgical Worship

11:00am Children’s Christmas Pageant

Sunday December 22
8:30am Christmas Cantata

9:45am Cantana Brunch
11:00am Christmas Cantana

Tuesday December 24
5:00pm Kid Friendly Service

7:00pm Family Focused Service
10:00pm Traditional Worship Service

Sunday December 29
9:30am Worship 

Sunday January 5
9:30am Worship
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Living Water’s 24/7 o�ce �sh gives two �ns up to angelic souls who spread love 
and joy at Christmastime.

Q. I always look forward to our annual Angel Tree. But I’m curious about 
something: Why aren’t we supposed to wrap the gifts?

A. Our Angel Tree ministry has brightened the lives of numerous needy children. It’s also an inspirational part 
of Advent.

For several years we provided gifts to 80-100 children through a small Latino ELCA congregation in central 
Phoenix. Six years ago we began helping Interfaith Cooperative Ministry Food and Clothing Bank, a Phoenix 
social services organization committed to fighting poverty.

We initially provided ICM with general gifts for boys and girls of various ages. Parents then selected gifts for 
their children at ICM and wrapped them at home. A few years ago, ICM began providing us with names, 
ages, and gift ideas for children ranging in age from infancy to mid-teens. Instead of us wrapping these 
recipient-specific items, though, the tradition of grateful parents picking them up and wrapping them at home 
continues.

In 2013, our first year with ICM, 75 angels flew off our tree. When ICM sought to distribute Christmas 
presents to 1,000 kids in 2014, we stepped up our contribution and supplied 10% of that gift goal. All told, 
over the last six Christmas seasons our congregation has plucked 594 angels from the tree. The total 
estimated value of toys, clothing, and books for nearly 600 disadvantaged children reached upwards of 
$18,000. ICM has profusely thanked us for helping the children of families in need.

Our Angel Tree ministry’s lovingly crafted angel ornaments continue a tradition established 40 years ago. 
Long known for its familiar Red Kettles around Christmastime, the Salvation Army “planted” the first Angel 
Tree in a Virginia shopping mall in 1979. Bedecked with Hallmark cards featuring pictures of angels and local 
children’s hand-written gift requests, that tree took root in people’s hearts. Today, a forest of Angel Trees 
spreading from coast to coast gives joy to underprivileged children while warming the hearts of angelic souls.

Do you have a question for Zeke? 
E-mail it to him at AskZeke@cox.net or contact his writing partner, 

Jill Wehr, at 480-515-4813.



MEN'S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY
Join us each Thursday at 7:30 am at Soul Cafe 

(Pinnacle Peak, 7615 E Pinnacle Peak Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85255)
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TUESDAY WOMEN’S STUDY IN DECEMBER

We plan to �nish up the video series from Max Lucado, “Because of Bethlehem,” on December 3rd.
On Tuesday, Dec. 10, join us for an Advent devotion study based on Isaiah.

Tuesday, Dec. 17 we will convene at 10 am for a Christmas morning pot-luck brunch, followed by a 
short program.

Then, we’re on a holiday break for 2 weeks, and will resume a new study series on January 6, 2020.
We meet at 10 am every Tuesday morning for approximately 90 minutes, in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
co�ee and hot water for tea/hot chocolate is always on.  Tuesday Women’s Bible Study is open to all 

women.  Bring your favorite Bible translation (electronic or paper) and bring a friend.  Questions?  
Contact Myrna Ulland myrna.ulland@gmail.com

Adult Forum for December

December 1 – Pastor Gene Perry concludes his three-part presentation surrounding Advent topics that explore the 
diverse understanding of eternal Advent themes.  As he concludes, Dr. Perry will lift up our hope for Heaven.

December 8 – Robert Winter and the Mission Endowment Team will present a panel discussion on the Living Water 
Endowment and how you might be able to be part of this very important ministry.  Topics include how you might 
participate in the endowment fund and what tax advantages you might �nd.

December 15 – Christmas Myth and Majesty – A discussion of the traditions that surround the Christmas season, why 
we do them and where they originated, led by Pastor Mark.

December 22 – Christmas Cantata Brunch – no Adult Forum

December 29 – One service only at 9:30 am – no Adult Forum
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Why not try your hand at bridge on December 20?
Are you a former bridge player? A newbie? A bridge whiz who can help 

others step up their game? Players of all levels are invited to participate in an 
enjoyable evening of casual party bridge at the home of Richard and Jill 

Wehr on Friday, December 20 , starting at 7:00 pm. 
Please add your name to the signup sheet on the kiosk in the Narthex. 

The hosts will email you 
directions to their home. 

For more information on this monthly fellowship opportunity, please contact 
Richard or Jill (480-515-4813 or jillajw@cox.net).

MOPS & MOMSnext
Are you a mother or know a mother of preschool

or school age children?

Next meeting December 5 

Two years ago, Living Water Lutheran Church started our MOPS & MOMSnext Program. We would love 
for you to spread the word about this amazing program!

What is MOPS & MOMSnext?
MOPS stands for Mothers of Preschoolers, and by preschoolers we mean kiddos from birth through 
kindergarten. MOMSnext is the next step with school-aged kids. We are an open, accepting group for all 
mothers to experience authentic community, personal growth, practical help, and spiritual hope.

We meet from 9:30-11:30am on the First and Third Thursdays of the month. Childcare is Free!

Check out www.lwlcaz.org/mops for Fall 2019 dates and to register
Questions? Contact Pastor Shari Bernau 

pastorshari@lwlcaz.org
480.473.8400
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Christmas Cantata rehearsals are starting! 

The choir has begun rehearsing for our annual 
Christmas Cantata. 

If you are interested in singing with us, it is a short-term 
commitment. Rehearsals are held at 7pm on Wednesday 

evenings in Psalms, and include one Saturday rehearsal on 
December 21st. The choir cantata will be presented at both 

worship services on December 22nd. 

For more information, please speak with Marcie Donavon, 
602-321-2561, or email MLC123@cox.net.

 

 

Please save the date for Tea Time:  A 
Ladies Tea and Jewelry Boutique on 
Saturday, January 25 at 10:00 am.  This is an 
event hosted by the Youth.  All proceeds 
will go toward the Youth Mission Trip and 
Youth Quake.  More information to come. 
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something: Why aren’t we supposed to wrap the gifts?

A. Our Angel Tree ministry has brightened the lives of numerous needy children. It’s also an inspirational part 
of Advent.

For several years we provided gifts to 80-100 children through a small Latino ELCA congregation in central 
Phoenix. Six years ago we began helping Interfaith Cooperative Ministry Food and Clothing Bank, a Phoenix 
social services organization committed to fighting poverty.

We initially provided ICM with general gifts for boys and girls of various ages. Parents then selected gifts for 
their children at ICM and wrapped them at home. A few years ago, ICM began providing us with names, 
ages, and gift ideas for children ranging in age from infancy to mid-teens. Instead of us wrapping these 
recipient-specific items, though, the tradition of grateful parents picking them up and wrapping them at home 
continues.

In 2013, our first year with ICM, 75 angels flew off our tree. When ICM sought to distribute Christmas 
presents to 1,000 kids in 2014, we stepped up our contribution and supplied 10% of that gift goal. All told, 
over the last six Christmas seasons our congregation has plucked 594 angels from the tree. The total 
estimated value of toys, clothing, and books for nearly 600 disadvantaged children reached upwards of 
$18,000. ICM has profusely thanked us for helping the children of families in need.

Our Angel Tree ministry’s lovingly crafted angel ornaments continue a tradition established 40 years ago. 
Long known for its familiar Red Kettles around Christmastime, the Salvation Army “planted” the first Angel 
Tree in a Virginia shopping mall in 1979. Bedecked with Hallmark cards featuring pictures of angels and local 
children’s hand-written gift requests, that tree took root in people’s hearts. Today, a forest of Angel Trees 
spreading from coast to coast gives joy to underprivileged children while warming the hearts of angelic souls.

Do you have a question for Zeke? 
E-mail it to him at AskZeke@cox.net or contact his writing partner, 

Jill Wehr, at 480-515-4813.
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Piece-Makers Mission Quilting in December

We’re continuing to tie quilts that have been assembled.  The fabric 
for the quilt tops/bottoms and batting (the middle “�ller”) is support-
ed with gifts received when we blessed our quilts last April!  

Join us at our next meeting on December 4th.

Come and tie quilts with us!  No special skill needed.  We will teach you!  We meet in 
the Fellowship Hall from 9 am to about noon.  The co�ee and hot water for tea/hot 
chocolate will be on.  Many hands make light work!  Questions?  Ask Lynda Cales, Cindy 
Ophaug, Lois Lucas or Myrna Ulland. Learn more about this ministry supporting Luther-
an World Relief at www.lwr.org/quilts-and-kits 

Prayers for Active Military Members
We would like to recognize all of the Active Military Members that members of our Living Water 
Lutheran Community would like us to place on the prayer list. Please send any requests to o�ce@lwl-
caz.org.

Our LWLC Ongoing Book Drive
Thanks to this summer’s VBS sta� and students another record-breaking number of books have been 
distributed to grateful persons in need.  A majority of children’s books went immediately to ICM Food 
& Clothing Bank where neighborhood children were fed sack lunches and given a choice of book to 
own.  Religious books were delivered to the UMOM New Day Centers’ chapel; and it was reported they 
were especially pleased because their supply of children’s books had been depleted.  So, this is a 
reminder to please keep Phoenix children in mind as you shop.  Hint:  Public libraries often have great-
ly discounted books to purchase.  Our Book Drive basket is always open for donations in the narthex.  
Please call Sue or Eric Brash, 602-317-9444, if you have a large pick-up!
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Welcome to new members
 John and Beth Oujiri!



Great Gatherings Annual Advent Party

Please join us for an evening of fun and food. We celebrate the beginning of Advent this year 
with our friends and Church family at Spirit in the Desert. Bring a Main Dish, Appetizer, Des-

sert, or Salad. Check the Sign up Sheet to see what is needed. We also suggest that you BYOB 
(Bring Your Own Bottle), if you care to imbibe. 

Co�ee and Tea will be provided. 
A small donation of $10 per person will be accepted to cover the incidental costs.

Date: Sunday, December 8, 2019
Place: 7415 E Elbow Bend Rd, Carefree, AZ 85377

Time: 5:00 PM

SHOP ELCA GOOD GIFTS
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is a church that is called to do Gods work in 
the world. Together as the ELCA, we do more than we could ever do alone; grow our congrega-
tions, inspire new leaders, and care for those around the world who live with hunger and pov-
erty.

ELCA Good Gifts are a creative way to do just that. Your gifts go beyond your regular congrega-
tional o�ering to support the ministries of the ELCA that mean the most to you and your loved 
ones. Each ELCA Good Gift changes at least three lives:  The life of the person helped by your 
gift, the life of your friend or loved one, and your own.

Catalogs, gift cards, stickers and ideas will all be available every Sunday during Advent. Now is 
the time to grab your holiday shopping list and browse the new ELCA Good Gifts catalog. Each 
of these gifts has the remarkable capacity to transform lives... all in God's name.
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AZ TAX CREDITS
Arizona permits taxpayers to claim mul�ple credits for contribu�ons to 

charitable organiza�ons and schools. This means that you can claim credits 
for dona�ons to Habitat for Humanity (a charitable organiza�on), and to a 

public school and to ACSTO (a private school tui�on organiza�on).  For 
more informa�on, visit h�ps://azdor.gov/tax-credits.   

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Prepara�ons are now underway to build another Habitat home with Lu-
theran churches star�ng in 2020 in the Greater Phoenix area. We need to 
raise our fair share to pay for the out-of-pocket costs that Habitat incurs to 
build these homes.  Our goal is to raise $4000.
AZ law provides a tax credit for contribu�ons made to qualifying charitable 
organiza�ons.  Habitat is one of the qualifying organiza�ons.  So, if you are 
going to be paying income taxes to the State of Arizona, you can claim a 
credit on your income tax return.  Taxpayers filing as “single” and “head of 
household” and “married filing separate” may claim a maximum credit of 
$400.  Taxpayers that file as “married filing joint” may claim a maximum 
credit of $800.  You may do this even if you don’t itemize deduc�ons.
You can either send your check directly to Habitat of Central AZ or hand 
your check to Greysen West, Financial Manager or to Marilyn or John 
Goesling.  If you send your check directly, please note on your check that it 
applies to the Northeast Lutheran Coali�on-Living Water Church.  If you 
need addi�onal informa�on, contact Marilyn or John Goesling.  And, if you 
are interested in working on the build next spring, a signup sheet will be 
available in the narthex once details are confirmed. 

Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission Chris�an School
Here is another AZ Tax credit opportunity.  This is through the Arizona 

Chris�an School Tui�on Organiza�on (ACSTO).  One of the schools helped 
by this tax credit is the Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission Chris�an 

school in Rock Point.  This school   needs financial help.  We currently help 
the school with the collec�on of box top labels.  We have found this brings 

in very li�le income for the school.  This would be more helpful to the 
school.  With this one, you donate right to ACSTO and specifically desig-
nate the Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission Chris�an school.   Donors 

can give up to $1138/$569 (married/single) towards the original tax credit.  
Any dona�on above this amount will then go towards the Overflow Tax 
Credit, up to a maximum of an addi�onal $1131/$566.  It is clearly ex-
plained at the ACSTO website which is h�p://acsto.org.  They walk you 

through the dona�on process right there on the website.  The website also 
provides the tax repor�ng instruc�ons and documents needed if you par-

�cipate in this unique tax credit opportunity.  Also, note that dona�ons can 
be made in early 2020 if it is before the April tax deadline.

 
   



STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY MESSAGE
ANNOUNCEMENT from the 

LIVING WATER MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE

 It is with great enthusiasm and gratitude that we wish to announce that a substantial 
gift has been made to the Living Water Mission Endowment Fund (the Fund). The Fund was 
established by our congregation in 2006.

 The purpose of the Fund “is to receive, hold and manage designated bequests and 
special gifts from all sources and make distributions from this Fund in a manner that is in 
accordance with the mission of Living Water Lutheran Church. It is not intended to replace 
memorial funds or specially designated bequests trusts and other gifts.”Distributions from 
the Fund for the mission work of Living Water will commence at such time as the Fund 
balance reaches $100,000. In the past 12 months the Fund has received gifts of $50,000 and 
is now well on its way of achieving its accumulation amount so that distributions will be 
made to support the mission work of the church.

 This presents us the opportunity to thank our contributors and to share with you this 
great news in hope that you may be aware of this opportunity for giving as this year comes 
to an end.

 These gifts were made now rather than in the estates of the donors in hope that 
others in the congregation will see the bene�ts of a lifetime gift to the Fund. The donors 
also took advantage of the tax law regarding gifts from an IRA. 

 Your endowment committee will be presenting more information about the Fund 
and its purpose on Sunday, December 8 at 9:45am in the Psalms Room. Please join us for 
this informational discussion. But if you wish to speak individually with a member of the 
Fund committee or Pastor Mark you are encouraged to do so.

 This Fund is not in competition with our annual giving, which supports the work of 
the church, including mission work, but is a way of providing resources now that will help 
support our mission work now and into the future. 

Your Mission Endowment Fund Committee:

Robert Winter, Chair      Lance Jacobson, Secretary     Pastor Mark Rossman
Frank Stock, Treasurer    Ken Bash, At Large                                             



15

   

Meet Michael Collins
Michael was born in Florida and raised in Texas where he graduated with a BA in 
Political Science from the University of Texas San Antonio. After University Michael 
spent his early and mid twenties overseas playing professional soccer in Kathmandu 
Nepal and Liverpool England. 

Michael moved to Phoenix in 2016 and began work for ADP as a business consultant. 
His newfound experience in corporate sales and business operations enabled 
Michael to start, build, and sell a business of his own the following year. 

Michaels current passion and focus is coaching, mentoring, and developing youth 
through sport. Michael works weekdays as Head Coach for Mentorkids USA: a faith 
based organization aimed at transforming underprivileged neighborhoods through 
school partnership, community relationship, and youth mentorship.   Michael also 
provides higher level youth soccer development on evenings with private coaching 
lessons. 



Dates to Remember

9201 E. Happy Valley Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85255
office@lwlcaz.org ~ 480.473.8400 ~ www.LWLCAZ.org

Living Water is a Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Grand Canyon Synod.

DECEMBER 2  LEFSE MAKING 2:00 PM (ULLAND’S HOUSE)

DECEMBER 4  WAVE GATHERING 5:00 PM (FH, SANCTUARY)

DECEMBER 5  MOPS/MOMSnext 9:30 AM (FH)

DECEMBER 6   FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN VOLUNTEER EVENT 5:00 PM

DECEMBER 8  ADVENT PARTY AT SPIRIT IN THE DESERT 5:00 PM

DECEMBER 15  CHRISTMAS BOX SALE 9:30 AM  (COURTYARD)

DECEMBER 15  CONFIRMATION CLASS 6:30 PM (YOUTH ROOM) 

DECEMBER 15  CHIOR CHRISTMAS PARTY 1:00 PM (PAYNE HOME)

DECEMBER 16  COUNCIL MEETING 6:00 PM (ULLAND’S HOME)

DECEMBER 18  ANGEL TREE ENDS

DECEMBER 19  ADULT EDUCATION TEAM 1:00 PM (ESTHER)

DECEMBER 20  SPLASH DEADLINE

DECEMBER 20  MONTHLY BRIDGE GROUP 7:00 PM (WEHR’S HOUSE)

DECMEBER 22  CHIOR CHRISTMAS CANTANA 8:30 AM (SANCTUARY)

DECEMBER 22  CANTANA BRUCH 9:30 AM

DECEMBER 22  CHRISTMAS CANTANA 11:00 AM (SANCTUARY)

DECEMBER 24  CHRISTMAS SERVICE KID FRIENDLY 5:00 PM (SANCTUARY)

DECEMBER 24  CHRISTMAS SERVICE FAMILY FOCUSED 7:00 PM (SANCTUARY)

DECEMBER 24  CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE 10:00 PM (SANCTUARY)

DECEMBER 24  CHRISTMAS EVE, OFFICE CLOSED

DECEMBER 25  CHRISTMAS DAY, OFFICE CLOSED

DECMEBER 26  OFFICE CLOSED

DECEMBER 27  OFFICE CLOSED

DECEMBER 31  NEW YEARS EVE, OFFICE CLOSED

Publication Deadlines:
Connections- Every Tuesday by noon

SPLASH! - The 20th of each month by noon

Weekly Events
TUESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Tuesday 10 am (FH)

    CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Wednesday 7 pm (Psalms Room)

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Thursday 7:30 am (Soul Cafe)

FRIDAY MORNING CLUB
Friday 10:00 am (FH)

ADULT FORUM & SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday 9:45 am

WORSHIP 
Sunday 8:30 am (Liturgical Worship)

Sunday 11 am (Praise Worship)
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