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“Whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst.”
John 4:14
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MOPS & MOMSnext
Are you a mother or know a mother of preschool

or school age children?

Two years ago, Living Water Lutheran Church started our MOPS &       
MOMSnext Program. We will be starting up again in September and would 
love for you to spread the word about this amazing program!

What is MOPS & MOMSnext?
MOPS stands for Mothers of Preschoolers, and by preschoolers we mean 
kiddos from birth through kindergarten. MOMSnext is the next step with 
school-aged kids.  . A MOPS group is an open, accepting place for all moth-
ers to experience authentic community, personal growth, practical help, 
and spiritual hope.

We meet from 9:30-11:30am on the First and Third Thursdays of the 
month starting in September! Childcare is Free!

Check out www.lwlcaz.org/mops for Fall 2019 dates and  to register . 
Questions? Contact Pastor Shari Bernau 

pastorshari@lwlcaz.org
480.473.8400



We Remember in our Prayers

Please call the o�ce if  your birthday is not listed  and we will make sure to enter it into our database. 

May you be gifted with God’s blessings on your special day and always!

• Family & Friends of Rev. Richard Andersen – Mourning his death 
• Joyce Bash – Health concerns 
• Doug Burnett (Friend of Phil & Nancy Rogers) – Battling Cancer
• Denny Carrow (Jennie & Scott Stemm’s Brother in Law) – Battling Cancer
• Beckett Elias Dallmann (Grandson of Mitch & Marti Novak) – In thanksgiving of the birth of the Novak’s  
 new grandson Beckett 
• Jeanne Folmer (Niece of Sue & Lee Stenehjem) – Battling cancer
• Joe Franck (Brother of Kathie Roenigk) – Recovering from surgery
• Joy Gallimore – Health Concerns
• George P. Gorinac (Relative of Dominique Gorinac) – Health concerns
• George M. Gorinac (Relative of Dominique Gorinac) – Health concerns 
• Michele & Dominique Gorinac – Health concerns 
• Family & Friends of Dean Greenstreet (Shirley Perry’s brother) – Mourning his death
• Sharon Holland (Friend of Barbara & John Hannan) – Battling cancer
• Scott Johnson (Son of Steve & Susan Johnson) – Health concerns 
• Tom Kelland – Health concerns 
• Michael Kieffer – Health concerns
• Penny Kilburn –Health concerns 
• Jenna Knauss (Granddaughter of Gene & Shirley Perry) – Health concerns 
• Shirley Koch – Health concerns 
• Delores Larson (Friend of Julie Ann Walker) – Recovering from fall/surgery 
• Jon & Tamey Manalli – Health concerns for Jon
• Maren McKay (Daughter of  Lance & Carol Jacobson) – Health Concerns
• Lynne Mohr (Step-daughter of Carol Gasser) – Battling cancer
• Elsa Nelson (Daughter of Celia Giontzeneli) – Health concerns
• Terry Powers (Niece of Marty & Gordon Lindert) – Battling cancer 
• Davis Shelmire – Recovering from jaw surgery 
• Michael Steele (Friend of the Coutts) – Battling cancer
• Dean Watt (Son-in-law of Judy Tornowske) – Health concerns 
• Karlene Wenz (Wife of Mike Kieffer) - Health concerns 
• Family & Friends of Katie Wiest Hanson (Friend of Lee & Sue Stenehjem) – Mourning her death 
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Eric Leinweber 7/3
Gene Eilers 7/5
Ed Shipley 7/6
Marilyn Nartker 7/8
Susan Purewal 7/8
Linda Snavely 7/9
Beth Liguori 7/14
Ron Koch 7/15
Trace Laudenschlager 7/15

John Hannan 7/16
William Ruff 7/19
Sarge Purewal 7/21
Ann Sadler 7/21
Michael Winter 7/21
Lourdes Gasparino 7/22
Tom Kelland 7/24
Pam Landon 7/25



A Message from Pastor Mark

 

If I am correct, the pendulum has swung.  For as long as I have been here, Living Water has run a Vacation 
Bible School program where the volunteers outnumbered the participants.  This year the opposite occurred – 
we had more children than volunteers.  It wasn’t due to a lack of volunteers however, but rather it was due to 
a growing core of children taking part in the VBS program.

It is nothing short of incredible.  That is the only way I can think of describing it.  Vacation Bible School 2019 
also known as Athens: Paul’s Dangerous Journey to Share the Truth.  The incredible part for me always is found 
in the amazing number of people who stepped up to help out in such a variety of ways.  It began about a year 
ago when Kris Crow and Janice Moore began the extensive and elaborate planning that went into this year of 
VBS.  And it was before most of us were even thinking about VBS that folks began to show their commitment 
to this ministry by offering some significant financial support to allow this to be as successful as possible.

And then there were the other folks.  The ones who created, the ones who designed, the ones who crafted, 
built and painted.  The ones who took ideas and made them into reality.  The ones who brought Athens to 
Scottsdale, using their creativity to make it all work in a fantastic sort of way.

And if I was not amazed by those folks, there was the contingent of people who committed to be here each 
day during the week of the event.  These folks taught, created, acted, cooked, cleaned, led, played and guided 
all the young people who came out to be part of this incredible week.    We had actors, stagehands, video 
designers, mission project leaders, group leaders, registration professionals, recreational experts, craft 
creators, chief cooks and bottles washers, along with a whole lot of others.  Each person playing a very vital 
role in making this the incredible week it was to all of us.

Special thanks need be offered to Kris Crow, Janice Moore, Pastor Shari Bernau, Julie Ann Walker, Heidi Ruff, 
Pam Landon, Zoey Crow, Myrna Ulland, Jeri Pounds, Denny Dumler, Heidi Ruff, Ashley Chmielewski, Aubrey 
Coutts , Amya Anderson, Kinsley Smith, Joan Sprinkle, Amy Braks, Jessie Cole, Lily Shelmire, Jillian Decker, 
Marianne Schmitt, Bekah Kontz, Richard Wehr, Jill Wehr, Karen Roessler, Linda Hoenig, Anna Bernau, Mia 
Mikulak, Maren Titmas, Julie Ann Walker, Marilyn Nartker, Rita Reamer, Jane Hoskins, Barb Bremer, Greysen 
West, Frank Stock, Jordan Fordiani, Mason Rossman, Trace Laudenschlager, William Ruff, Christian Pilzner, 
Ryan Handley, Grant Smith, Patti Pick, Lou Handley, Wayne & Leila Burrus, Linda & Gerry Cales, Lee & Sue 
Stenehjem, Mike Freesh, Ron & Cindy Ophaug, & Barry Burrus. These are the people who made this incredible 
week.  These are some of the people that make Living Water such an incredible place.  For they are the people 
who step up, they are the people who put up, they are the people who give, who share, they are the people 
who love.  They are not just the folks who worked  Athens: Paul’s Dangerous Journey to Share the Truth but 
“they” also include you.  You who give so generously of yourself and your time.  You, who share the love that 
God has blessed you with to be a blessing in this place.  You.  Who proclaim the love of Christ through your 
activity here at Living Water and through how you choose to live your life on a daily basis.

It is all of you who make Living Water the incredible place it is.  It is all of you, who have humbled me with this 
gift of serving as you Pastor.  It is all of you who change the world in which we live, changing in through 
sharing God’s love in such profound ways. You may see them as little ways, but when you roll it all together it 
comes out as that really big love of God that is shared through the actions of our lives.

You really do make a huge difference.
Pastor Mark Rossman
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Living Water’s 24/7 o�ce �sh explains the importance and signi�cance of our 
columbarium

Q. I’ve never belonged to a church with a columbarium. How long has it been a part of 
Living Water’s campus?

A. Our columbarium ministry originated several years ago with a substantial anonymous donation. 
The Church Council subsequently appointed a ministry team to prepare a proposal. The congregation 
approved a plan in 2016, and the columbarium was dedicated in early 2018.

Initially, many of us had no idea what a columbarium was. As we learned, it’s a compartmentalized 
structure with niches to hold the cremated remains of loved ones. Located indoors or outside in a 
memorial garden, it’s a place for remembrance, contemplation, and prayer. This small-scale alternative 
to traditional church graveyards exemplifies how the church cares for members from birth and 
baptism through death and eternal life. Having a memorial to deceased loved ones on church 
grounds is comforting for families and friends. A columbarium is also theologically sound, 
economical, and environmentally friendly. Additionally, it a�rms our faith that those who die in the 
Lord remain in communion with God and in our midst.

Our beautiful enclosed memorial garden is on the southwest corner of the campus. Two walls of 
niches in this tranquil setting provide a resting place for deceased church members and their families. 
Parishioners have already purchased approximately 20% of the columbarium’s 120 niches; ashes have 
been interred in 5 of them.

If you haven’t made other arrangements, consider the columbarium. The cost per niche (each 
accommodates two urns) is $2,500, of which 38% is tax deductible. Brochures and additional 
information are available in the church office. Contact Greysen West to make an appointment.

Did you know the word “columbarium” derives from columba, the Latin word for dove? Originally this 
term referred to compartmentalized housing for doves and pigeons. The image of a �ock of pure 
white doves – a bird that is a symbol of God’s peace and the Holy Spirit – is joyfully uplifting, isn’t it?

Do you have a question for Zeke? E-mail it to him at AskZeke@cox.net or contact his writing partner, 
Jill Wehr, at 480-515-4813.
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Summer Bible Study Opportunity for Tuesday Women
Tuesday, July 23, 2019   9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Spirit in the Desert Retreat Center
Join us for a special summer session of our Tuesday Women’s Bible 
Study at Spirit in the Desert Retreat Center.  Following our study, 
we’ll have lunch.  Mark your calendars now and look for a reminder 
from Myrna Ulland in early July.  We’ll need to confirm our lunch 
reservations by July 16th.  

The summer issues of Gather magazine (June and July/August) 
feature a three-session study on the book of Esther, one of the 
latest writings of the Old Testament.  Esther was perhaps written to 
inspire Jews who had been scattered in the diaspora. The narrative takes place in the court of the 
King of Persia, King Ahasuerus. Some think that it was written to explain and establish the Jewish 
festival of Purim.  This three session-study is written by Kay Ward, a retired bishop of the Moravian 
Church who now lives in Watertown, Wisconsin.   Kay was the first woman to be elected a bishop in 
the 541 years of the Moravian Church.  We will use all three sessions when we meet on July 23.

Session one: For such a time as this: Esther the queen—Voices in the king’s court
Session one sets the scene for the story of Esther and her adopted father, Mortecai. Esther and 
Mortecai are Jews living under the rule of the Persian king, King Ahasuerus. When Esther becomes 
the queen, her faith is tested. The Jews, those who have been carried off from their homeland, strug-
gle with living as strangers in a foreign land. In this session you’ll think about how our culture may 
challenge our faith.

Session two: For such a time as this: Esther saves the Jews—Finding our voices
In session two we learn how, when the Jews are threatened, Esther uses her strong faith and the love 
of her people to embolden her to act. Through some clever schemes, intelligence and a realistic 
assessment of her situation, Esther is able to save her people. “For such a time as this” is Mortecai’s 
gentle reminder to Esther that God has placed her in the king’s court to use her voice. How might 
God be reminding us of our need to find our voice as we live out our faith?

Session three: For such a time as this: Remembering Esther: Using our voices
In session three, we’ll examine the last chapters of the book of Esther, which are full of hope for the 
future for the Jews. The defeat of their enemies is to be celebrated in a feast, the festival of Purim. 
Directions are given for the celebration of the festival. As women of faith, full of love for God and 
others, we will consider ways to find and use our voices in our present circumstances - “for such a 
time as this.”

Note: Women’s Bible Study will only meet on July 23.
Regular weekly sessions will resume in the Fall.



MEN'S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY
Join us each Thursday at 7:30 am at Soul Cafe 

(Pinnacle Peak, 7615 E Pinnacle Peak Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85255)

LW

Are you up for some matinee bridge?

The Living Water Bridge Group is trying something different in July. Former, current, and 
prospective bridge players of all levels are invited to a fun afternoon of party bridge at the 
home of Ron and Karen Roessler on Thursday, July 18, starting at 1:30 pm. Dinner at a restau-
rant afterward is optional. Simply add your name to the sign-up sheet on the kiosk in the 
Narthex. The hosts will send you driving directions in mid-July. For more information on this 
monthly fellowship opportunity, please contact Richard or Jill Wehr (480-515-4813).

ADULT FORUM & SUNDAY SCHOOL.
  WILL RESUME IN THE FALL



Vacation Bible School 2019

Another week of Vacation Bible School (VBS) is in the books!  With nearly 50 children and 
over 40 volunteers we explored the story of “Athens - Paul’s Dangerous Journey to Share the 
Truth.”  The week was filled with uplifting music, educational drama, energetic games, cre-
ative crafts and yummy snacks.  Pastor Shari led our opening and closing celebrations each 
day with Bekah Kontz teaching us the music and Pam Landon sharing an object lesson to 
reinforce the message of the day.  We learned about God Sightings – the overwhelming 
evidence in our daily lives that God is doing great things all around us.  Along the way we 
delighted in warm hugs and high fives and nursed our sore feet and backs.  It was an amaz-
ing experience to watch the seeds of faith planted in these young hearts and minds. 

On Friday afternoon, we closed the week with a VBS Festival including a BBQ lunch and fun 
on a giant water slide and a huge double slip-n-slide in our grassy courtyard.  The Festival 
was a wonderful fellowship event including our VBS participants and their families as well as 
our volunteers.

Finally, the children did an awesome job leading the Celebration Worship Service on Sunday 
through the music, Bible stories, Bible Points and Bible Verses used throughout the week.  
Zoey Crow created a 4 minute highlight reel from almost 2 hours of video to illustrate the 
energy and excitement evident throughout the week. Anna Bernau and Bekah Kontz provid-
ed special music for the service. Paul and his pal Dionysius (also known as Wayne Burrus and 
Richard Wehr) made an appearance to complete the service. 

In addition, our VBS Book Drive was a huge success. We collected a record 1048 books!

A huge thank you to all of the people who contributed supplies, donated money and shared 
their time and talents to make this VBS a huge success! 
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! VBS Leadership  
Kris Crow
Janice Moore
Pastor Shari Bernau
Pastor Mark Rossman
Julie Ann Walker
Heidi Ruff

Oikos Time Leader
Pam Landon

Oikos Group Leaders
Zoey Crow
Myrna Ulland
Jeri Pounds
Denny Dumler
Heidi Ruff

Assistant Oikos Leaders
Ashley Chmielewski
Aubrey Coutts 
Amya Anderson
Kinsley Smith
Joan Sprinkle
Amy Braks
Jessie Cole 
Lily Shelmire
Jillian Decker 
Marianne Schmitt

Celebration Leaders
Pastor Shari Bernau
Bekah Kontz 

Drama
Richard Wehr
Wayne Burrus
Jill Wehr

Crafts
Kris Crow – Leader
Karen Roessler
Linda Hoenig
Anna Bernau
Mia Mikulak
Maren Titmas (Inspiration)
Zoey Crow (Sample Maker)

Snacks
Julie Ann Walker - Leader
Marilyn Nartker
Rita Reamer
Jane Hoskins
Barb Bremer
Greysen West
Frank Stock

Games
Jordan Fordiani and Mason Rossman - Leaders
Trace Laudenschlager
William Ruff
Christian Pilzner
Ryan Handley
Grant Smith

Sound Desk
Mason Rossman

Mission Project Leader
Myrna Ulland

Video Designer & Producer
Zoey Crow

Registration Managers
Jill Wehr
Patti Pick

VBS Festival
Greysen West - Grill Master

Chief Operating O�cers
Janice Moore
Lou Handley

Set Designs & Construction
Janice Moore
Wayne and Leila Burrus
Linda and Gerry Cales
Lee and Sue Stenehjem
Mike Freesh
Ron and Cindy Ophaug
Barry Burrus
Zoey Crow



Dates to Remember

9201 E. Happy Valley Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85255
office@lwlcaz.org ~ 480.473.8400 ~ www.LWLCAZ.org

Living Water is a Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Grand Canyon Synod.

Weekly Events
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Thursday 7:30 am (Soul Cafe)

FRIDAY MORNING CLUB
Friday 9:00 am (FH)

WORSHIP 
Sunday 9:30 am Summer Worship (Sanctuary)

JULY 4   INDEPENDENCE DAY - OFFICE CLOSED
JULY 14   SPECIAL GUESTS: LA SAGRADA CHILDREN’S CHOIR  (9:30 AM Sanctuary)
JULY 15   COUNCIL MEETING (6 PM Esther)
JULY 18   BRIDGE GROUP (1:30 PM Location: Roessler’s Home)
JULY 20   SPLASH! NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
JULY 23   WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY SUMMER SESSION (9 AM Spirit in the Desert)

Publication Deadlines:
Connections- Every Tuesday by noon

SPLASH! - The 20th of each month by noon



STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY MESSAGE
It is difficult to visit New York City harbor and not be impressed by the Statue of Liberty. We should be 
reminded of the words written by Emma Lazarus in 1883 to help raise funds for the construction of the 
pedestal for the Statue of Liberty. Twenty years later these words were engraved on a bronze plaque 
and mounted inside the pedestal's lower level.

"Give me your tired, your poor
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden door"

These words should remind us of the words of Jesus as included within Matthew 11: 28-
"Come to me , all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest"

During the course of the year, but especially on July 4, we should give thanks to God for being able to 
enjoy the blessings of living in this great country. We should also desire to be a good citizen and fulfill 
our responsibilities for living here.
Even greater are the privileges of having been born into the kingdom and family of God. Being so 
blessed. even more  should we want
to fulfill our responsibilities of being part of the people of God.. This includes living in Jesus ' love, 
supporting the work of His Church, and returning to Him a worthy portion of the financial blessings 
that He has entrusted to us.  




