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Calendar

Oct. 6-9, 2022
Fall Conference

Corning, Steuben County
Details, next page

NYSOWA Directory

We are always looking for members to work with our Conference Commit-
tee and assist in hosting Safaris and Conferences in their region.

Please email buck@adkhunter if interested. 



NYSOWA Fall Conference 2022
Steuben County • Oct. 6-9

Radisson Hotel Corning
125 Denison Parkway East
Corning, New York 14830

Schedule (Tentative)

Thursday, Oct. 6
6:30 pm - Meet & Greet at Hotel. Dinner on your own

Friday, Oct. 7
Morning Outings

12:30 - Lunch (Sponsored) - Location TBA - Sponsored by the National Deer As-
sociation and Pertnear Outdoors Podcast

Afternoon (following lunch:) Location TBA, 
Following: Craft Improvement Beaver Trapping

Dinner (Sponsored) Location TBA Sponsored by the National Bowhunter Educa-
tion Foundation.

Saturday, Oct.7
Morning Outings

12:30 - Lunch/Afternoon Program - Seneca Army Depot (6600 NY-96
Romulus, NY 14541). 
To celebrate and observe the weekend’s annual youth deer hunt, members of 
DEC’s Environmental Conservation Police and local sporting club volunteers 
have invited NYSOWA be part of their annual weekend youth deer hunt men-
toring program. This will include a pizza lunch, interviews with ECO’s, mentors, 
youth and their families and possibly a tour of the Depot and a chance to observe 
the white deer population. Please allow roughly an hour of travel time from Corn-
ing to Romulus, as well as car-pooling.

6:30 p.m. - NYSOWA Annual Dinner Banquet and Awards Presentation, Ra-
disson Hotel Corning. Sponsored by the National Shooting Sports Foundation

Sunday, Oct.9
7:30 a.m. - NYSOWA Annual Membership Meeting, Hotel Banquet Rooma

Final conference details and cost should be available after Labor Day
Final itinerary will be announced closer to conference dates



NYSOWA Membership News

NYSOWA Seeks Nominations for  
2022 Pass It On Award

DEADLINE EXTENDED TO SEPT. 1

The New York State Outdoor Writers Association reminds mem-
bers that nominations are now open for the 2022 Pass It On 
Award. Initiated by Bass Pro Shops, this annual award honors 
the person who has done the most to “pass on” our outdoor her-
itage. This award is given to Active Members of NYSOWA. The 
writer or media person is honored with a plaque at the Annual 
Conference and his or her name is recorded in the Annual Direc-
tory along with previous winners.

Both Bass Pro Shops and NYSOWA have recognized the fact 
that it is vital to pass on our outdoor heritage, including under-
standing the role of conservation and promoting an interest in 
our outdoor sports. This can be done in a number of ways such 
as creating awareness through writing, helping organizations 
that promote these activities, or directly being involved in men-
toring and educating.

Nominees must be Active Members of NYSOWA. Any member 
of NYSOWA may nominate a person they consider deserving 
of this award by giving a written description of the activities or 
accomplishments that this person has performed to pass on the 
heritage of outdoor sports and conservation.

Nominations should be sent to Bill Hilts, Jr. at 618 Walnut Street, 
Lockport, NY 14094 or by e-mail to billhiltsjr@gmail.com. 

The winner will be honored at the NYSOWA Fall Conference in 
Corning. 



State Communicators Group Opens Nominations for
New York M. Paul Keesler Outdoor Citizen Award

DEADLINE EXTENDED TO SEPT. 1

The 2022 NYSOWA M. Paul Keesler New York Outdoor Citizen 
Award will be presented to an individual or organization that has 
effectively raised the public’s awareness of outdoor recreational 
opportunities and conservation issues in New York State.  The 
award recipient will be officially announced at the 2022 annual 
conference of the New York State Outdoor Writers Association 
(NYSOWA) in Corning.

The award was created to honor worthy individuals and organiza-
tions, at the same time perpetuating the name of one of NYSO-
WA’s dearest members.  The late M. Paul Keesler spent nearly 
five decades promoting and conserving the outdoor wonders and 
recreational opportunities within New York State.  Beginning with 
outdoor columns for the Utica Observer Dispatch and progress-
ing to the popular New York Sportsman magazine, Keesler, and 
his magazine’s contributors, enlightened and educated readers 
statewide and beyond to the wild treasures of the Empire State.  
Keesler also wrote books on canoe fishing New York waterways 
and on his beloved West Canada Creek and Mohawk Valley.

Anyone may submit a nomination of 350 words or less and have 
it endorsed by an active member of NYSOWA.  To review award 
criterion and the nominating process, visit www.nysowa.org.  To 
learn of a NYSOWA member in a nominator’s area who might en-
dorse such a nomination, contact Bill Hilts, Jr. at (716) 622-6168, 
or Mike Joyner (607) 753-8420 or check the website www.nyso-
wa.org.

Send nominations to Bill Hilts, Jr., 618 Walnut Street, Lockport, 
NY 14094, or email at billhiltsjr@gmail.com. 



JANICE & PAUL KEESLER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
IS NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 2022

The Janice & Paul Keesler Scholarship Fund is proud to announce that it is now accept-
ing applications from qualified students who wish to receive scholarship assistance.

As a living memorial for two people who loved New York State and the outdoors, this fund 
assists students that wish to train in the field of wildlife management. Janice and Paul 
were avid sports persons who wrote and lectured about the outdoors and founded and 
published the nationally recognized and respected New York Sportsman Magazine.

A great loss to all those who appreciate the wonder of nature, Janice passed away sud-
denly in 1988 and Paul in 2005 after a battle with cancer. They are greatly missed.

This annual scholarship award is available to any New York State resident who has been 
accepted into an accredited institution of higher learning and is, or will be, working to-
ward obtaining a degree in some facet of wildlife management. The twenty-seventh se-
ries of the Janice & Paul Keesler Scholarship Award will be distributed in the fall of 2022. 
To date, the fund has had the honor of distributing more than $31,500 in grants to de-
serving Wildlife Management students.

An application may be obtained by going to www.keeslerscholarshipfund.org and the ap-
plication can be printed from the website and sent through the mail or can be emailed. 
The completed application form must be returned to the committee no later than Sep-
tember 15, 2022.

Mail to: Janice & Paul Keesler Scholarship Fund c/o Bridget Keesler
PO Box 485
Newport, NY 13416
OR
Email to Keeslerbridget@gmail.com

Please add Janice & Paul Keesler Scholarship Application to Subject Area of your email 
to ensure your application is not overlooked.

Individuals or clubs wishing to make a contribution to the fund, may do so by sending a 
check or money order payable to: Janice & Paul Keesler Scholarship Fund. Mail to the 
above address.

With the sincere gratitude of the Scholarship Committee, we thank you! This year and 
continuing on an annual basis, a wonderful couple who cared deeply about New York 
State’s outdoor sports will be remembered in a meaningful way, thanks to the generous 
contributions of the outdoor sports women and men of New York State.

For additional information about the Keesler Scholarship Fund, please visit our web-
site at: www.keeslerscholarshipfund.org or send inquiries to 

 Keeslerbridget@gmail.com.



It is hard to believe that as I write this 
newsletter, summer is more than half 
over. Where does the time go? Why 
does it seem to go faster every year? 
I hope everyone is making the most of 
their time by spending it outdoors. 

Back in May, we had a great time in Ro-
scoe, NY at our Spring Safari. Rich Red-
man put together an amazing program. 
Highlights included; a presentation by 
Ed and Judy Van Put about the artists 
who fished the Catskills, we got a tour of Dette Flies which is the oldest flyfishing 
shop in the US, Joe Rist of Trout Town Flies demonstrated how he ties some of his 
most popular flies, and let’s not forget all the turkey hunting, flyfishing, beer tast-
ings, and the camaraderie that was shared among the members of NYSOWA. We 
are now gearing up for our annual conference which will be held in Steuben Coun-
ty from October 6-9. If you have not attended one of our meetings, you are really 
missing out. 

We have also been continuing to host our virtual “Fireside Chats.” Most recently 
the NYSDEC shared information with us about their new fishing app. We also had 
Greg Craybas, a nature and wildlife photographer based in Syracuse NY, show 
us some of his favorite captures and shared with us where the images were taken 
and fun stories about each of them. You can see his work on his website at www.
gregcraybasphoto.com. 

If you missed any of these chats, you can find them on our YouTube channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIto7bA6n3TIwUwc4GuDaDA/featured. While 
you are visiting our channel, please be sure to click subscribe. Not only will you 
get notified when new videos are posted, when we reach 100 subscribers we can 
change the URL to contain NYSOWA and not a bunch of random numbers and 
letters. If there is a topic you would like to learn more about or if you would like to 
present at our next Fireside Chat, please let me know. 

Our fall conference is shaping up to be another amazing event and I really hope to 
see you all there!

NYSOWA President
Chris Paparo



Northern Region VP 
Dan Ladd

If you think coming to the Adirondacks or North 
Country was going to help you “cool off” this 
summer, come again. It’s been one of warmest 
summers on record, with WRGB-TV out of Alba-
ny saying that in July, there were 11 days where 
the temperature exceeded 90 degrees F. There 
were a total of 18 for the summer as of Aug. 1, 
including three in May. 

Adrienne and I were camping on Lake Champlain 
the first weekend in August, when in the midst of 
yet another hot stretch. We lasted two days and 
packed up early one morning on a day that would 
see the heat index soar to over 100 degrees F. 
That’s just too darned hot for us. Here’s hope-
ing for some cooler late-summer and early fall 
weather. 

Monster Muskie
In July, Capt. Gene Bolton, of Sunken Treasure Fishing Charters, in Henderson, hooked up with 

a nearly 60-inch muskellunge while guiding a pair 
of walleye anglers near Lake Ontario’s Henderson 
Harbor. It was towards the end of their trip when 
the big fish hit on a Berkley Flicker Minnow, and a 
long battle began. Both guide and angler decided 
this would be a catch-and-release situation and af-
ter a quick photo and length measurement, the fish 
was put back in the water. 

But Bolton became concerned when the fish basi-
cally stayed near the surface, albeit top-side. After 
nearly 30 minutes they drifted towards the fish, 
which thankfully darted to the bottom, which Bolton 
was able to follow with his Sonar. The state record 

for muskie dates back to a 69-pound, 15-ounce lunker caught in the St. Lawrence River in 1957. 

Read the full story at: outdoornews.com/new-york/.

New Gun Law Impacts
Gov. Kahty Hochul’s Concealed Carry Improvement Act has led to much confusion for hunters and 
gun owners across New York. So much so, that one Warren County youth program is in jeopardy. 
At the time of this writing, the Johnsburg Fish and Game Club and Johnsburg’s Jr. Outdoor Club 
were on the fence about holding their annual NRA Youth Hunter Education Challenge program, 
which was slated for Saturday, Sept. 10 starting at 9 a.m. 

Here, youth ages 9-18 compete in rifle, shotgun, archery, hunter safety, hunter responsibility and 
wildlife identification. They earn prizes and spend the day learning with youth from all over the 
region and state. Designed by the NRA to promote and encourage safe, lifelong hunting, over 1.2 
million youth have participated nationwide since the program’s inception in 1985. 

But organizer Erika Patton wasn’t sure she could hold the event, hesitant with the new laws re-
garding the use of firearms and ammunition set to become law Sept. 1. As stated above, she’s not 
alone and we can only hope for some clarification for all gun owners, and that this does not affect 
the New York State High School Clay Target League’s fall schedule and beyond. 



Being a Happy Camper
Adrienne and I are avid sum-
mer campers, owning a small 
“canned ham” style RV. Most 
of our trips are extended week-
ends at DEC campgrounds in 
the Adirondacks, doing what 
we like to call “renting water-
front property for a weekend.” 
But reserving a weekend 
campsite (and especially 
longer) at New York’s popular 
camping destinations has got-
ten more difficult. 

These days, we have to be 
prepared to reserve a camp-
site for the following year nine 
months in advance, which is 
how New York’s reservation 
system works. So in September, we’re booking for May or June the following year, and so on. 
Even more frustrating can be trying to find a waterfront site, or in some cases, any campsite at all. 
It’s a constant game of checking availability and pouncing on a reservation when and wherever 
you have the chance.

Fortunately, there is some help. In 2006, Canadian photographer/web author and avid Adirondack 
camper, Dave McGrath, launched www.campadk.com, a free website that provides photos of indi-
vidual campsites. Campadk has quickly become a tremendous resource for camping enthusiasts 
and has expanded to nearly every campground in New York State. Last year, McGrath took things 
a step further, launching MyBaseCamp, from Campadk. There is an annual fee for MyBaseCamp, 
but what a service it provides. Along with even more photos of individual campsites it allows the 
user to narrow things down to their favorite campgrounds and available dates. Better yet, it list 
cancellations which can be filtered to one’s preferences.

Adrienne and I have found this to be an incredible resource. I mainly signed up for MyBaseCamp 
to support Dave, who along with his wife, Kate, also organize tiny trailer festivals called “Tear ups,” 
one of which we once attended and enjoyed immensely. But MyBaseCamp has served us well this 
year as three of our five summer camping weekend bookings have come from cancellations fil-
tered to us through the website.

Meanwhile, to make those reservations for this year and next, visit www.reserveamerica.com.

Hunting Seasons
Black bear hunting season opens in Adirondack Wildlife Management Units on Sept. 17 (and bow 
season opens in the rest that same day) and when I spoke with DEC’s Big Game Unit Leader Jer-
emy Hurst recently he felt those who hunt in the early part of the bear season would do well this 
year, as success between the early and later part of the season (mainly the big game rifle season) 
typically alternates in the Northern Zone. 

I say “part” of the season because as of last year, there is no longer an early bear season in the 
these WMUs, it’s just one long rifle season that begins in September and runs through the end of 
the big game season in early December. Bear hunting is tough, but there are some regulars in the 
Northern Zone who won’t miss out on the opener.

And bear season is not the only early opportunity for the North Country hunters. Grouse season 
in the Northern Zone opens Sept. 20, and a week later so does the early archery season here. Of 
course, come October things really get going. 

Ladd campsite on Lake Champlain, at Ausable Pt. Campground. 



West/Central Region VP  
David Figura

New state record smallmouth bass
The New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (DEC) announced a new 
state record for a smallmouth bass caught June 
15 on Cayuga Lake. An 8-pound, 6-ounce bass 
was reeled in by Thomas Russell, Jr. of Albion. 
Russell caught the fish using a drop shot rig 
baited with a Berkley Maxscent flatnose minnow 
in 8-10 feet of water. 

The catch surpassed the previous record by two 
ounces, a tie between fish caught on Lake Erie 
in 1995 and the St. Lawrence River in 2016. 
Russell kept the big bass alive, brought it to 
shore and weighed it on the official tournament 
scale. After posing for a few snapshots, he then 
released it in the middle of the lake. Russell was fishing with his cousin, Eric Sullivan, at the 
Finger Lakes Open trail bass tournament on opening day of the state’s regular bass season – 
a tournament that they ended up winning.

Bassmaster Northern Open
Casey Smith of Victor, N.Y., won the 2022 St. Croix Bassmaster Northern Open at Oneida 
Lake presented by Mossy Oak Fishing with a three-day total of 55 pounds, 13 ounces.
The tournament was held July 7-9. A total of 429 anglers competed for $362,370 in prize mon-
ey. Smith took home the $52,300 winner’s check and qualified for the 2023 Academy Sports + 
Outdoors Bassmaster Classic presented by Huk to be held in Knoxville, Tenn., March 24-26, 
2023.

John Danza, of Andover, N.J., the winner of the co-angler division, received $25,000. 
The largest single fish by weight caught during the tournament was worth $750 (boater) and 
$250 (co-angler), respectively.

Bassmaster Open anglers are Classic eligible if they commit to fishing all three events of the 
Open division in which they win. 

Pierleoni, Thrillseeker Wins Again
Capt. Vince Pierleoni of Newfane, along with his team of Stephanie Pierleoni (his wife), Nick 
Glosser of Newfane and Chris Dexter of Melbourne, Florida did it again. They won the 2022 
Sodus Bay/Wayne County Pro-Am. In doing so, it was the team’s 12th Pro Am win, and 16th 
major tournament win.

“We sensed a migration of mature kings were moving into the Sodus/Oswego area after fish-
ing Oswego and placing 2nd there,” said Capt. Pierleoni. “We ran charters out of Sodus all 
week and had good salmon action so our efforts were spent looking for the best big fish wa-
ter.”

“On Saturday, everything went as planned and most of our fish were caught on cut bait. Day 2, 
the currents, and temperatures changed, and we had to be much more resourceful to get our 
limit of 12 fish. We ended up with 8 kings, 2 steelhead, and 2 very important Brown trout (after 
a late move) that we caught the last 20 minutes to seal the win. On Day 2, most of our fish 
were caught on DW spoons.”

Looking back, fodder for pre-season hunting stories
With the state Department of Environmental Conservation starting sales of hunting licenses 



and deer management permits Aug. 1, the agency’s annual White-tailed Deer Harvest Sum-
mary for the past season is chock full of facts that would make good, pre-season stories for 
this coming fall’s hunting season.

Numbers released back in May by the DEC showed a 17 percent decline in the number of 
deer harvested during the 2021 hunting season. The data points to a few factors for a cause, 
including the resurgence of Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease in certain regions (the Catskills 
and areas of the eastern shore of Lake Ontario) and fewer Deer Management Permits allocat-
ed.

There was however a 36-percent jump in youth deer kills and a late-season deer harvest in-
crease, particularly among young hunters. Hunters statewide harvested an estimated 211,269 
deer in 2021 compared to 253,990 deer taken the previous year. Hunters bagged 110,839 
antlered bucks and 100,430 antlerless deer, the DEC said.

Those numbers represent a 5 percent decrease in antlered buck harvest, and a 25 percent 
decrease in antlerless harvest, compared to the 2020 season. Deer hunting data are gathered 
from two main sources: reports required of all successful hunters and DEC’s examination of 
killed deer at meat processors and check stations across the State. Estimates are made by 
cross-referencing these two data sources and calculating the total kill from the reporting rate 
for each zone and tag type. 

Will things improve for the coming fall? Will EHD continue to be a negative factor?
Apart from those two angles, the DEC’s annual report breaks down how many deer of both 
sexes were reported killed in each Wildlife Management area, county and town – and during 
such events as the Columbus Day Weekend Youth Hunt.

In addition, there are breakdowns of what hunting implements (firearm, bow, crossbow) were 
used and how many deer were taken with each. Wondering where the most deer were taken 
last year? A quick perusal of the report indicate areas in Central and Western New York were 
hot spots. Leading the pack was Wildlife Management Unit 7M with 6,858 deer killed. That 
WMU includes parts of Madison, Cortland and Chenango counties.
Coming in second was WMU 8H with 6,582 deer taken. That WMU features parts of Living-
ston, Monroe and Ontario County. And how about where the most bucks were taken? That 
would be WMU 8R with 5.8 bucks killed per square mile. That WMU includes parts of Yates 
and Schuyler counties. See the complete report on the DEC website. https://www.dec.ny.gov/
docs/wildlife_pdf/2021deerrpt.pdf. For similar analysis of the 2021 black bear hunting season 
in the state, see https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/bbrpt2021.pdf.

The Western Lake Ontario fishing scene
The western Lake Ontario fishing scene has been good overall this summer, according to 
Capt. Frank Campbell, veteran guide and NYSOWA member.
However, the fishing has been highly weather dependent – actually wind dependent more than 
anything,

“Things will set up for a few days and we’ll be catching brown trout, steelhead, kings (Chi-
nooks). And then a blow (big storm) goes through and it’ll take a few days to settle down,” 
Campbell said, adding the fish will move around during that time, resulting in “changes in what 
we dial up for fishing.”

Overall, the numbers and size fish are “starting to get up there,” with catches “on par” for this 
time of the year, he said. 

One interesting development is the number of big walleye being caught off the Niagara Bar. 
The top 8 walleye caught in the Summer LOC Derby (July 2-July 31) were all caught there – 
including a including a 12 lb. 15 oz. fish, he said. 

Campbell said the salmon will usually start staging (gathering) at the mouth of the lake’s tribu-
taries for their annual fall spawning runs around the third week of August.



Walleye fishing on Lake Erie
Summertime and the walleye fishing is easy – particularly off the eastern shore of Lake Erie if 
one has the right electronics and the know-how to locate the fish. One hot spot, according to 
NYSOWA member David Barus, is the deeper depths off the Chautauqua County shoreline off 
Barcelona, Van Buren, Dunkirk and Irving. The hot summer temperatures have set up a recog-
nizable thermocline in the deeper waters, attracting bait fish and the walleye that pursue them. 
The fishing is so good here that there are more consecutive walleye tournaments here than 
anywhere else in the country, Barus said.

The Northern Chautauqua County Conservation Club (Con-Club) Walleye Tournament was 
set for Aug. 5-7. The Innovative Outdoors Walleye Challenge follows on Aug. 19-20, open to 
boaters that can launch from any Lake Erie NYS boat access with the weigh-in set for Dunkirk 
Harbor, The Cabela’s/Bass Pro National Team Walleye Championship will run from Dunkirk 
Harbor, Aug. 24-26, with a National TV broadcast event. Barus noted Chautauqua County 
draws top reviews for its late summer Lake Erie walleye and lake trout fishing. The smallmouth 
bass fishing hits a yearly highlight during the September months. The steelhead begin their 
tributary runs in September, with a peak in October and November.

Waterfall access project completed
DEC recently announced completion of the $1.25 million project at the Carpenter Falls Unique 
Area at the southwest end of Skaneateles Lake. The purpose of the project was to “enhance 
safety and recreational opportunities for visitors of all abilities.” New features include a paved 
parking lot with 20 spaces; a bike rack; bathroom facilities in the parking lot and a 630-foot 
elevated boardwalk to an observation platform with a great view of the 90-foot waterfalls. 
There’s also a new trail off the boardwalk with stone steps down a steep slope that ends with 
a stream-level view of the waterfalls. In addition, the area is connected to a trail in the Ba-
har Nature Preserve, which is maintained by the Finger Lakes Trust.That trail winds downhill 
through the woods and goes all the way down to the lake.

For more on the project, see the DEC website. https://www.dec.ny.gov/press/123751.html.

*** NYSOWA members Chris Kenyon, David Barus and Frank Campbell contributed to this 
report.

Mike Joyner recently caught this trophy 
Lake Erie walleye while attending Chau-
tauqua County’s annual VIP event. 



Southeast Region VP 
Tom Schlichter

Well, it certainly has been another hot summer in 
the Southeast Region of New York. July saw tem-
perature readings in New York City hit the 90-de-
gree mark ten times, making it the tenth hottest 
over the last 150 years. Compounding matters, it 
rained only eight times during the month. Need-
less to say, that’s caused many of our shallow 
streams, rivers, lakes and ponds to draw down 
to low levels. The lack of rainfall, combined with 
an average temperature of 2.1 degrees above 
normal for this region in July, has also had a 
significant impact on many reservoir waters in the 
region. Estimates have them down about 7% in 
July alone, dropping them on average below 85% 
capacity.

Typically, lower New York and Long Island see 15 days of 90-plus degree temperatures each year, 
and with August off to a sultry start as I punch out this report, it seems likely we’ll at least match 
that pace. Interestingly, the lack of rain days hasn’t seriously affected our total rainfall during this 
stretch, for when the clouds have managed to squeeze out their moisture it’s often come in the 
form of thunderstorms with significant downpours resulting in slightly less than four inches of par-
ticipation for July. That’s just a little below average. Another point of interest: it’s been seven years 
since it’s rained on Independence Day in our region.

All this has, of course, taken a bite out of freshwater fishing action in many areas, allowing weeds 
to easily top out on the surface of flats and waters close to the bank, limiting the best of the bite 
to early morning and late evening forays, and forcing most anglers to rely even more heavily than 
usual on “slop fishing” or deep-water finesse approaches like drop-shotting or Ned-rig techniques 
to connect with both largemouth and smallmouth bass. Still, there is a late summer pattern that 
develops on some ponds where open water surface fishing – often far off the bank – can bring 
some crashing smacks from largemouths on beefy lures the likes of Zara Spooks, a Berkley Chop-
po or that long-time favorite, the Arbogast Jitter Bug. That bite often takes hold in the second week 
of August and can continue well into the fall as long as temperatures continue to push above 80 
degrees which, these days, can be far into September or even early October.

River smallmouths in the waters above Westchester County, by the way, also often exhibit a pro-
pensity to hit surface lures toward the tail end of a scorching late summer and warm fall stretch. 
In this case, however, the action often takes place in very shallow water – think 10 to 16 inches. 
I know it sounds counter-intuitive to probe hot shallows for cold-loving bronzebacks but floating a 
small flyrod popper or an Evergreen Gizmo along a current seam that gently spreads onto a shal-
low flat – or even better, a gentle eddy - can be deadly on the smallies during August, September 
and early October. The key here is to provide only slight twitches of the flies or lures, with long 
pauses lasting several seconds between any movement. File this under “for what it’s worth.”

On the salty side, you’ve undoubtedly heard about a number of shark sightings on Long Island this 
summer. They’ve definitely increased in frequency in recent years off the South Shore and East 
End. This year, however, witnessed an unprecedented number of actual shark attacks as opposed 
to simple sightings. In the first two weeks of July alone, five attacks were reported, and some offi-
cials are calling this a “new normal” for our waters.

Four shark bites took place along Fire Island beaches with two having occurred at Smiths Point 
and two more off Ocean Beach in Suffolk County. The other one involved a Jones Beach lifeguard 
in Nassau County. Fortunately, none of the victims were injured seriously as the bites were deter-
mined to be from sharks estimated at just four to five feet in length.



There’s no doubt shark sightings have been increasing off U.S. coasts in general, probably a result 
of increasing shark populations thanks to serious conservation efforts, a rebuilt stock of bunker, 
and an ever-increasing population of seals. Still, so many shark bites in our waters is well outside 
the norm. Prior to this year, not a single shark attack had ever been reported from the waters off 
Smiths Point Beach since its opening in 1959.

Our own Chris Paparo, who manages the Marine Science Center at Stony Brook University,  gave 
his take on the increase in Long Island shark encounters in a story that appeared in the Washing-
ton Post back on July 13 (check it out here), stressing that chances of encountering a shark are 
still “very low” and noting that Long Island’s fish-eating sharks include mostly  sand tigers, sandbar 
sharks and dusky sharks, all of which likely attack humans by mistake while on the hunt.

“They don’t have the teeth or jaw structure where they could eat a person even if they wanted to,” 
said Paparo. “They’re not out there looking for a swimmer or surfer…” The increase in encounters 
is a “sign that we’re doing things right” in terms of conservation.”

Shark experts often note that shark bites tend to occur with waters are murky or roiled, decreas-
ing underwater visibility and making it more likely for a shark to mistake a human for some kind of 
prey.

Still, no shark bite is a good thing, and more than a couple serious Long Island surf fishermen 
have stories of being “bumped” in the night. Keep that in mind as you decide just how far out to 
wade in ocean waters come the fall run.

While Long Island is know for excellent offshore shark fishing with big makos a pri-
mary target, it’s generally sand tigers, sandbar sharks and dusky sharks that mistake 
humans for prey along our ocean beaches. 
 OutdoorTom.com photo.
.  



NYSOWA Spring Safari Comes to Trout Town USA
By Rich Redman

The New York State Outdoor Writers Association, 
NYSOWA, have informal meetings across the state to 
gather information about hunting, fishing, conservation, 
and other outdoor related subjects. These safaris as we 
call them, allow us to meet local folks, get background 
information on the area which we use for articles to help 
promote the areas natural and human resources. This 
past May we met in Roscoe (Trout Town) in Sullivan 
County, New York

We stayed at the Rockland House for three nights and 
ate at local eateries such as the Roscoe Beer Company 
and Raimondo’s Pizzeria.

Our safari started with Ed and Judy Van Put 
sharing a beautiful power point called “Art-
ists who fished the Catskills.” Ed Van Put is 
a retired DEC fisheries Technician who is a 
local resident and supreme fly angler. His 
nickname is the “Admiral of the Delaware 
River,” a befitting name for a gentleman who 
shares his knowledge of the local Catskill 
fishery.

The next morning a few of the guys went out 
turkey hunting with local guides such as Col-
lin Tallman or fished the Pepacton Reservoir 
with a guide or just went independent and 
fly fished the Willowemac or Beaverkill River 
near town.

After morning free time, it was off to Dette 
Flies in Livingston Manor. Joe Fox and Kelly 
Buchta’s crew provided the group with a grand tour of their facility, the Dette family fly tying history, 
a fly-casting demonstration by Mike Konecni and a 6-foot sub sandwich with drinks. We work up a 
huge appetite when we gather story info. The afternoon required more free time for fly-fishing and 
to build up the appetite once again. That evening, the Roscoe Beer Company gave us a tour of the 
brewery and filled us in on the skills required to make a quality local craft brew.

Early morning took the turkey hunters and fly anglers out once again, sometimes you must sac-
rifice to get quality story info. After the morning recreation it was back to work. The Catskill Fly 

Fishing Center and Museum has beautiful 
exhibits on legendary fly fishers and fly 
tyers. Peter Leitner spoke and showed us 
the exhibits on the Darbee’s, Dette’s, Lee 
and Joan Wulff, Dave Brandt, Art Flick, and 
others, which are on display. The Catskill 
Fly Tyers Guild were having a fly-tying demo 
and meeting that day, so we got to see the 
best of the best in action. Guys such as 
Dave Catizone were on hand to demonstrate 
and give us the answers to our questions.

Mike Canazon also known as “Bamboo 



Mike,” gave us a tour of the bamboo rod 
making shop and inside info on how they 
make the beautiful grass rods. Both tying 
trout and salmon flies and creating a fine-
tuned bamboo rod, are crafts and artistry 
that require patience and practice

From the museum we stopped at Raimon-
do’s Pizzeria for their craft pizza’s. Yes, 
we like to eat! After fine dining, Joe Rist of 
Trout Town Flies then gave us a fly-tying 
demo at his shop in Roscoe. Joe ties flies 
especially made for the Beaverkill, Willow 
and Delaware Rivers. From there it was 
back to gathering outdoor info directly from 
the river while waving a rod.

That night Steve Zahurak had a presentation on cross bows and the legislation the NYS Cross-
bow Association is trying to get enacted. One 
includes allowing older hunters and youth to 
be able to use a crossbow during full archery 
season. As a guy who has a head of grey 
hackle and am gathering up the years, I sup-
port allowing seasoned archers to use cross-
bows during the archery season.

That evening we dined at the Rockland House 
topping off the tanks.

Thank You to the Town of Rockland and the 
hamlets of Roscoe and Livingston Manor for 
Catskill hospitality. The “Land of Little Rivers” 
is special to me, it is my home water.

If you would like to learn more about the Cat-
skills and its Fly-Fishing history, a great start 
before hitting the road is Ed Van Put’s, “The 
Beaverkill,” and “Fly Fishing the Catskills” books. Bruce Concurs also produced a great movie, 

“Land of Little Rivers,” named after Mac 
Francis’s book by the same name. This 
is a must-see movie. Once you reach 
Roscoe and Livingston Manor, then 
stop into the museum to really get the 
feel

The NYS Outdoor Writers Association 
members are dedicated to sharing out-
door information with our readers. Our 
outdoor history is rich and needs to be 
preserved and shared. New York has 
excellent hunting and fishing. Conser-
vation of our Natural Resources and 
simple land management for wildlife 
should be and stay our priority.



NYSOWA Supporting Member News
2022 Outdoor Communicator Contest  

Chautauqua County, NY
All $CASH PRIZES

PLAY, LAUGH, LEARN IN CHAUTAUQUA!
 
Publish Period: Jan. 1, 2022 – Dec. 31, 2022
Submission Deadline: Mar. 15, 2023
Prizes
A total of three (3) winners will be selected from the submissions, awarding cash prizes and a cer-
tificate for framing, as noted here:
1st Prize: $500 Cash
2nd Prize: $250 Cash
3rd Prize: $125 Cash

This contest is a professional communicator Excellence-in-Craft competition. Please tempt us with 
your best published creative outdoor story based on the Eligible Focus Categories listed below. 
Deliver a sense of urgency for your readers or viewers to join the fun for any of many Chautauqua 
County outdoor adventures with your compelling message. Your story can be about fishing, hunt-
ing, camping, hiking, biking, kayaking, boating or anything outdoors, including our grape country – 
wine tasting, hops farming (microbreweries), etc.  Please email submissions as a PDF or web link, 
if possible.  No limit on the number of submissions. All 2022 Contest Winners will be announced 
on April 30, 2023, by US Mail and by a press release from the Chautauqua County Visitors Bu-
reau.

Eligible Focus Categories:
Outdoor Adventure in Chautauqua County, NY. The focus of your story or program MUST address 
or highlight any of these categories of outdoor fun and adventure to be found in Chautauqua 
County, NY: Fishing, Hunting, Camping, Hiking, Biking, Boating/Kayaking, Bird-watching, Con-
servation, Wine-Tasting / Microbrew Beverages, Fossil-hunting / Treasure-Hunting, or any other 
outdoor adventure area.
 
Entry Fee: Free
Send your published copy to Chautauqua County Vacation Bureau (see email address below).

Eligibility:
Open to media members from every form of public communication including daily, weekly and 
regional printed publications (newspapers, magazines, books), blogs, website stories, radio, tv and 
photography. Your source of publication must be identified and included with your submitted entry.

Submit your entry to Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau, Attn: Andrew Nixon, Email: nixon@tour-
chautauqua.com; Phone: 716-450-4569. US Mail address: Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau, 
PO Box 1441, Main Gate, Chautauqua, NY, 14722.
 

For more info on Chautauqua County, NY
please visit www.tourchautauqua.com. 



Otis Mil. Spec. CLP cleans, lubricates and protects in one 
advanced formula. Removes carbon, powder residue and 
fouling from metal surfaces while penetrating into tight 
areas to reduce surface friction and leaving behind a thin 
film that seals out moisture to prevent rust and corrosion. 
Meets & exceeds MIL-PRF-63460F. Clean, lubricate, pro-
tect & get the job done, all in one! 

https://otistec.com



BoatUS Foundation Tests Your  
Emergency Beacon Knowledge

ANNAPOLIS, Md.,  – The proliferation of personal 
locator beacons (PLBs), whose diminutive size be-
lie their enormous on-water safety advantage, are no 
longer thought of exotic rescue electronics. “PLBs are 
user-friendly and easy to maintain, and we are seeing 

more boaters using them as a mainstream rescue device,” said BoatUS Foundation for Boating 
Safety and Clean Water Assistant Director of Boating Safety Ted Sensenbrenner.

However, do recreational boaters fully understand the difference between a PLB and its larger 
cousin, the Emergency Position Indicating Rescue Beacon (EPIRB)?

The BoatUS Foundation has a four-question true-false safety quiz to help boaters understand the 
benefits of each.

True or false? It’s OK to use a PLB instead of an EPIRB for your boat.
False. “A PLB doesn’t check all of the boxes,” says Sensenbrenner. “Some boaters believe they 
can substitute a PLB for a vessel-specific EPIRB and have similar safety benefits. That is a mis-
take.”

A PLB is designed to be small and easy-to-wear, and it has smaller batteries with a shorter 
lifespan compared to an EPIRB. Perhaps, most significantly, only EPIRBs activate automatically 
upon submersion. The best setup for heading into a remote end of the lake or to the wild end of 
the coast is having a EPIRB assigned to the boat, and individual PLBs for each crewmember.

True or false? The best place to attach a PLB is your pant belt loop, foul weather jacket 
breast pocket, or zippered pouch in a life jacket.
True. To get the full benefit of a PLB, it must be securely attached to the wearer’s body. All of these 
attachment points are good as long as there is a firm connection – a clip, snap-ring, lanyard or 
other securing device. If you decide to connect it to an inflatable life jacket, ensure the PLB will not 
interfere with its inflation.

True or false? Cellphone communications have improved so much that a boater doesn’t 
need a PLB to summon emergency help.
False. While cellphones are an acceptable secondary means of calling the Coast Guard, more 
boaters unfortunately use them today as their only way to seek emergency help. That’s where the 
problems begin, especially when there is no working VHF radio aboard. Cellphones fail for a varie-
ty of reasons that a PLB won’t. Unlike a cellphone, an accidental drop overboard, a dying or dead 
battery, or a lack of a nearby cell tower will not negatively affect your chances for rescue.

True or false? For PWC’s (personal watercraft such as jet skis), a PLB is a better choice 
than an EPIRB.
True. That’s because PLB’s, unlike EPIRB’s, are manually activated and do not activate upon get-
ting wet, a common occurrence while riding personal watercraft. PLB’s are also a great choice for 
paddle craft operators and adventurers.

The cost of a PLB starts at around $300. For boaters who have a temporary need for a distress 
beacon such as a long-distance race, adventure regatta, offshore fishing tournament or sum-
mer cruise, the BoatUS Foundation offers GPS-enabled PLBs available for rent at $7 a day and 
EPIRBs for just $10 a day, and weekly rates available as well. Renting from the Foundation elim-
inates having to register the device with NOAA before your trip; your vessel’s data is seamlessly 
provided to U.S. Coast Guard rescuers to help ensure a swift response if needed.



Chautauqua Media Contest Award Winners for 2021!
June 21, 2022; Chautauqua, NY - The Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau, a supporting member 
of the Association of Great Lakes Outdoor Writers (AGLOW), the New York State Outdoor Writers 
(NYSOWA), the Pennsylvania Outdoor Writers (POWA) and the Outdoor Writers of Ohio (OWO), 
announced that the judges have selected winners for the 2021 Chautauqua Outdoor Media Con-
test. The contest, which was open to submissions published or aired between Jan. 1, 2021, and 
Dec. 31, 2021, is designed to improve public awareness for outdoor adventure and fun in Chau-
tauqua County, NY.

1st Place - $500 CASH: Bill Hilts, Jr., Chautauqua County’s Crazy Fall Lake Trout Fishing, 
published in the Buffalo News (New York) on 12/19/2021. Visit the article: https://buffalonews.
com/outdoors/bill-hilts-jr- chautauqua-county-s-crazy-fall-lake-trout-fishing/article_e6206572-
5f5b-11ec-9149-eb7c72ddb337.html.

2nd Place - $250 CASH: Doyle Dietz, Local Anglers Dream Trip on Lake Erie Catching Wall-
eye and Steelhead, published in the Pottsville Republican Herald (Pennsylvania) on 7/17/2021. 
Visit the article: https://www.republicanherald.com/sports/outdoors-local-anglers-have-dream-
trip-on-lake-erie-catching- not-only-walleye-but-also/article_f0e90f3a-8abc-5d3b-8aeb-
9ba8674553d0.html.

3rd Place, $125 CASH: Larry Ramsell, World Famous or Legendary Muskie Hotspots—Part 
IV, published by Outdoors First Multispecies Network, on 2/22/21. Visit the article: https://www.
outdoorsfirst.com/muskie/article/world-famous-or-legendary-muskie-hotspots-part-iv/.

The Chautauqua County Outdoor Media Contest is an annual competition open to active media 
members of our sponsored outdoor media groups. Submissions are accepted for printed articles, 
blogs, radio and TV shows published or aired during the contest timeframe. We look for a creative 
outdoor story about Chautauqua County, NY, that is compelling and can include fishing, hunting, 
camping, hiking, kayaking, boating, or anything outdoors, including our grape country – wine tast-
ing, hops farming (microbrews).

Andrew Nixon, the Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau Executive Director, said, “Each year we 
are humbled by the many articles shared with readers across the northeast by the outdoor media. 
We extend our sincere thanks to the many skilled communicators that participated with submis-
sions for the 2021 Chautauqua Contest. As usual, the selection process was not an easy task for 
our committee. Congratulations to the winners!”

Chautauqua County Visitors Bureau contest will continue into the future. The 2022 contest for 
published, documented or aired communications runs between Jan. 1, 2022, and Dec.31, 2022, 
with the deadline for submission: March 15, 2023. Email submissions to Andrew Nixon, nixon@
tourchautauqua.com or send by US Mail to Chautauqua County Vacations Bureau, PO Box 1441, 
Main Gate, Chautauqua, NY, 14722. Call for more info: 716-357-4569

For Outdoor Media Fish Camp info, contact Chautauqua County Fishing & Hunting Promotions 
Associate, Dave Barus, at dbarus35@yahoo.com, or call 716-597-4081, to submit your creden-
tials and interest to attend a Fish Camp in 2022. The Fall 2022 Chautauqua Outdoor Media Camp 
will run Oct. 17-20, 2022. The Summer 2022 Chautauqua Outdoor Media Camp set for Aug. 9-12, 
2022 is filled.

To learn more about Chautauqua County, NY, visit our website at www.tourchautauqua.com or 
subscribe to the Tour Chautauqua Newsletter at: https://www.tourchautauqua.com/subscribe.



FIREARM AND AMMO INDUSTRY PAYS RECORD  
$300M FOR CONSERVATION IN Q1

NEWTOWN, Conn. — Wildlife conservation in the United 
States is seeing another windfall, thanks to the firearm and 
ammunition industry.

NSSF announced that firearm and ammunition manufactur-
ers paid a record-setting $300,498,588.23 in the first quarter 
of 2022. That’s the most-ever firearm and ammunition ex-
cise tax for the first quarter of any year and brings the total 
contributions to the Pittman-Robertson excise taxes to over $15.3 billion since the fund was estab-
lished in 1937.

The latest Firearms and Ammunition Excise Tax Collection report released by the Department of 
Treasury indicates that firearm and ammunition manufacturers reported tax liabilities are up 1.2 
percent over the same time period reported in 2021. The report, which covers the time period of 
Jan. 1 through March 31, 2022, shows that $103.4 million was due in taxes for Pistols and Revolv-
ers, $88.4 million for Firearms (other)/ Long Guns and $108.7 million for Ammunition (shells and 
cartridges).

Conservation Leader

This is proof, yet again, that the firearm industry is a leader in wildlife conservation. These 10 to 11 
percent excise tax dollars collected since 1937 under the Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wild-
life Restoration Act are designated to be used by state wildlife agencies for conservation. It is one 
of the few taxes that is in a government “lockbox.” The excise taxes collected do not go into the 
general fund but are set apart for wildlife conservation purposes.

The tax is currently administered by the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) in the 
Treasury Department, which turns the funds over to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 
USFWS then deposits the PR revenue into a special account called the Wildlife Restoration Trust 
Fund, which is administered by the USFWS. These funds are made available to states and territo-
ries the year following their collection.

Last year, USFWS distributed over $1.5 billion to the states for wildlife conservation. Of that total, 
$1.1 billion was sourced from excise taxes paid by firearm and ammunition manufacturers.

Benefitting Recreational Shooters & Hunters

Those funds are being put to good use to benefit recreational shooters, hunters and those who 
admire wildlife. NSSF championed the Target Practice and Marksmanship Training Support Act, 
which was signed into law in 2019 by President Donald Trump. That law changed the formula for 
states to access Pittman-Robertson funds to build new or expand and improve existing public 
gun ranges. The law reduced the matching down payments from states to start a project from 25 
percent to just 10 percent and increased the number of years states have to finish building new or 
improving existing gun ranges.

That allows more recreational shooters to access a safe shooting range to practice, which makes 
for safer gun owners. More practice equals more ammunition consumed, which in turn, generates 
more funds for conservation.

For hunters and wildlife enthusiasts, the benefits are nearly everywhere. Pittman-Robertson funds 



make it possible for states to increase access to public lands for hunting and recreational shooting. 
Those funds have proven critical in sustaining the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation, 
which is the envy of the world. When the Pittman-Robertson excise tax was established in 1937, 
wildlife in the United States was in dire straits.

In the early 1900s, there were just a half a million Whitetail deer, only 41,000 Rocky Mountain elk, 
100,000 wild turkeys, 12,000 pronghorn antelope and waterfowl were few in number. Today, it’s a 
different picture because of the conservation investments in wildlife and the habitats in which they 
thrive. Whitetail deer number over 32 million, over 1 million Rocky Mountain elk roam, including 
in states like Virginia that just opened elk hunting for the first time in nearly a century. More than 
7 million wild turkeys are found across the landscape and over 1.1 million pronghorn antelope run 
free. Waterfowl populations exceed 44 million.

This $300.5 million paid by firearm and ammunition manufacturers is sowing the seeds for gen-
erations to come. It’s a badge of honor that these manufacturers are proud to wear. Hunters and 
recreational shooters support conservation when they buy their products and combined with the 
sale of hunting licenses, stamps and fees, makes hunters and recreational shooters the greatest 
contributor to wildlife conservation.

Download Redding Reloading’s Media Kit at
https://www.redding-reloading.com/media-center



APPLICATION FOR NYSOWA MEMBERSHIP
Name: __________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________________
State: _______ Zip: ___________ 
Phone: _______________________________
E-Mail: ______________________________________ 
Website: ______________________________________
Do you receive payment for your services? ________ 
Other Writer Affiliations: ____________________________________ 

CATEGORIES (Note: fillers are not considered to be articles in applying for Writer status) 
A: Newspaper _______________________________________________  Attach 8 tear sheets 
City: _________________________________________
Circulation: _______________________ Column Name: __________________ 
Published: ___ Daily ___Weekly ___ Monthly ___ Freelance 

B. Magazine ______________________________________________________________________ 
Staff position: ______________________________ Freelance: __________________________ ___ 
___National: Attach two tear sheets. ___ Regional: Attach 4 tear sheets.

C. Lecturer – Attach copies of a published schedule or 4 paid presentations.  
Staff position: ______________________________ Freelance: __________________________ 

D. __ Photographer __ Illustrator __ Artist - Attach proof of publications of film/video, 8 stills, or prints. 
Staff position: ______________________________ Freelance: __________________________ 

E. Book Author – attach a copy of the Publishing House Catalog listing the book.  
Name of Book: ____________________________ Publisher ____________________________ 

F: Editor/Publisher – Attach a copy of a current issue of magazine/newspaper. 
Name of Publication: ______________________________________________________________________

G: Radio/Television – Attach audio/video tape documenting (4) 30 minute or (8) 15 minute (or less) programs. Station: 
____________________________ City: ____________________________ 

H. Public Relations Agency - Attach copies of (6) news releases. 
Staff position or occupation: _____________________________________________________ 

I. Electronic Publishing – Attach 8 published outdoor columns or articles in last 12 mos. Electronic  
Publication: _______________________ web address ______________________________________ 

Applicant’s Signature ______________________________________________ Date: ____________ Active 
Sponsor Signature: __________________________________________ Date: ____________  
Active Sponsor: ______________________________________________________________ 
 Please enclose a check, made payable to NYSOWA, with this application and mail to: 

Stephen George -173 Willie Road, Gloversville N.Y. 12078



APPLICATION FOR  
NEW YORK STATE

OUTDOOR WRITERS ASSN.
SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP

Supporting Membership Dues: $60.00 per year. 

Our company or organization, wishing to support the New York State Outdoor Writers 
Association (NYSOWA) in its program to further the causes of conservation and wise use of our 
natural resources, and to promote outdoor recreation activities, hereby applies for Supporting 
Membership.

Name: __________________________________________
Position: ____________________ 
Company: ____________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
City:____________________________________________
State: _______ Zip: ___________ 
Phone: _______________________________
Fax: ___________________________ 
E-Mail: ______________________________________ 
Website: _________________________ 
Contact: _______________________________________ 

Please outline your organization’s interests and activities in the outdoor field:

Applicant Signature: ________________________________________________________ 
Active Sponsor: ______________________________________________________________ 

 Please enclose a check, made payable to NYSOWA, with this application and mail to: 

Stephen George -173 Willie Road, Gloversville N.Y. 12078


