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 INSIDE TODAY

Weatherby says the high today will be

 If Weatherby is off by more than 3 degrees, e-mail us at 
weatherby@thetimes24-7.com and let us know. Include 
your name and phone number. Each month those who 
called in and caught Weatherby will be entered into a 
drawing for a prize.
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The Times appreciates all our customers. 
Today, we’d like to personally thank  
JOHN GREEN
of Noblesville for subscribing!

 HONEST HOOSIER
Starting tomorrow, let’s take a 

stroll down Christmas Memory 
Lane together!

Eating quickly can triple your 
chance of becoming overweight – put 

the fork down between bites and 
allow your stomach to realize it’s full.

Today’s health tip was brought 
to you by Dr. John Roberts. Be sure 

to catch his column each week 
in The Times and online at www.

thetimes24-7.com.

 TODAY’S HEALTH TIP

 TODAY’S QUOTE
"The world has enough beautiful mountains and mead-

ows, spectacular skies and serene lakes. It has enough lush 
forests, flowered fields, and sandy beaches. It has plenty of 

stars and the promise of a new sunrise and sunset every day. 
What the world needs more of is people to appreciate and 

enjoy it." 
Michael Josephson

 TODAY’S JOKE
What happened to the turkey at Christmas? 
It got gobbled!

 FACES of
HAMILTON COUNTY

What makes Josh Cecil smile? “My 
family, my children, my wife,” said 
the 43-year-old Noblesville resident. 
He has a wife, Jami, and four kids, 
Emerson, 12, Zoey, 12, Harper, 10, 
and Lincoln, 9. He was born in Wash-
ington, Ind., and moved to Hamilton 
County in 2002 and to Noblesville 
in about 2013. He taught English, 
Mass Media and Film Literature at 
Noblesville High School for eight 
years. With a love for video editing 
and videography, he stepped away 
from teaching to take a shot at a 
different career.  “For me I wanted 
to take a chance; I had this weird 
video skill that I learned over the 
years,” said Cecil, who is now a video 
producer for Moonshot Games in 
downtown Noblesville and was found 
in August promoting Moonshot at the 
Noblesville Chamber of Commerce 
Taste of Business/Made in Nobles-
ville event. He produces mostly video 
marketing content for social media, 
announcing events, showing off new 
products, making some silly videos 
from time to time to help develop 
the brand. He’s also a magician of 
“close-up magic” and has performed 
for Spark Fishers! Festival, Nickel 
Plate Arts and private parties. When 
he's not working, he likes to watch 
movies, play pickle ball, golf and 
volleyball. Working at Moonshot, 
he loves games, and his favorite is 
“Magic: The Gathering,” a tabletop 
and digital collectible trading card 
game. Moonshot now has a triple 
shot of stores in downtown Nobles-
ville with the recent opening of the 
third Moonshot business, Moonshot 
Collectibles on Conner Street across 
from the Courthouse. A Moonshot 
Games store is already on Ninth 
Street, and a Moonshot Toys store 
is at 10th and Conner streets. Why 
three Moonshot stores downtown? 
Cecil said, “We like the idea of 
moving people around to the stores. 
We’re more about building commu-
nity than just building Moonshot. 
When you go to Moonshot Games, 
we’ll send you to Moonshot Toys. 
You’ll have to pass the antique mall. 
We hope you will swing by the coffee 
shop and grab something. We like 
the idea of moving people around 
the Square.”

People who call our community their own.

And Another Thing...
Yesterday, Mayor Scott Fadness hosted 
Freetown, Sierra Leone Mayor Yvonne Aki-
Sawyerr for a ceremonial tree planting 
event at Fishers Rotary Park. The City of 
Fishers has planted a Red-Tipped Maple 
tree in recognition of Mayor Aki-Sawyerr’s 
Freetown the Tree Town initiative, an 
effort to plant 1,000,000 trees in the 
capital city to recover from deforestation 
and reintroduce biodiversity.
Mayor Aki-Sawyerr visited Fishers ahead 
of Fishers Rotary Club's WaterIsLife Ball 
where she is the Guest of Honor. She 
was named a member of the 2021 class 
of TIME100 Next, which highlights 100 
emerging world leaders who are shaping 
the future.

 THREE-DEGREE GUARANTEE
 OBITUARIES
Anton Nikolaevich Shinkevich
Delbert Watson
Lee Robert Bucksten
Ralph Bruce Biddle
Thomas “Wayne” Metzger

 TODAY’S VERSE
Psalm 51:10 Create in me 
a clean heart, O God; and 

renew a right spirit within me.

Brought to you by:

22
DAYS
UNTIL 

CHRISTMAS

thetimes24-7.com

Wishing you 
a very 
Merry 

Christmas!

Sunrise/Sunset
RISE: 7:53 a.m.      
SET: 5:22 p.m.

High/Low 
Temperatures
High: 58 °F
Low: 34 °F

Wacky Holiday Today
• Faux Fur Friday
• Make a Gift Day

What Happened 
On This Day

• 1927 First Laurel & 
Hardy movie released

• 1910 First public demon-
stration of neon lights

Births On This Day
• 1985 Amanda Seyfried

American actress
• 1826 George B. McClellan

American general

Deaths On This Day
• 1928 Ezra Meeker

American businessman
• 1910 Mary Baker Eddy

American writer

The Daily
Almanac

‘Nutcracker,’ Deck the Downtown,
Holiday Market in 35 things to do

It’s already December, and 
that means all kinds of holiday 
events fill this list of things to do 
in and around Noblesville.

Mark your calendars for 
these upcoming events with The 
Times’ list of 35 holiday things 
to do:

1. Make plans to Deck the 
Downtown during the Nobles-
ville Main Street holiday event 
from 5 p.m. to midnight today, 
coordinated with shopping, 
Lights Over Seminary Park, 
ice rink open at Federal Hill 
Commons, Midnight Madness, 
visiting with Santa on the Square 

and win-
dow decor 
judging 
and more.

2. The 
Hamilton 
County 
Historical 
Society’s 
Santa 
House 
on the  
downtown 

Square is open for visitors from 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. today; noon 
to 5 p.m. Saturday and Dec. 11 
and 18; noon to 3 p.m. Sunday 
and Dec. 12 and 19; 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Dec. 9 (virtual); 5 p.m. to 
8 p.m. Dec. 10 and 17; 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Dec. 16 (virtual); 
noon to 5 p.m. Dec. 24.

3. Enjoy free Friday Night 
Sleigh Rides, sponsored by 
Heritage Christian Schools, 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. today and 
Dec. 10 and 17 at Clay Terrace 
in Carmel.

4. Visit First Friday from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. today at Nickel 
Plate Arts Campus in downtown 
Noblesville. It’s a fantastic 
time to check off all of those 
hard-to-shop-for people on your 
holiday list while hobnobbing 
with artists, musicians and 
creative locals. There will be 
music, snacks, a cash bar with 
local wine and beer and holiday 
surprises.

5. Put on your cutest pair of 
pajamas, grab your favorite ted-
dy bear, pack up a blanket and 
head for Pajama-Rama at 7 p.m. 
today at Cool Creek Nature 
Center in Westfield. Free with 
registration at myhamiltoncoun-
typarks.com.

6. Enjoy Fishers High School 
Choirs Winter Spectacular, 
themed “Stories of the Season,” 
at 7 p.m. today and 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m. Saturday at Fishers High 
School Auditorium, with $15 
tickets; virtual tickets also avail-
able, at https://fhschoirs.com/
news/winter-spectacular-tickets/.

7. Drive through Ruoff Music 
Center, which is open for the 
Magic of Lights: Drive-Through 
Holiday Lights Experience, 
nightly through Jan. 2 at the 
Noblesville venue. The themed 
light displays will use the latest 
LED technology and digital 

animations, including a Blizzard 
Tunnel as well as returning 
favorites, 12 Days of Christ-
mas, Winter Wonderland and 
The Night Before Christmas. 
Hours are 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday, until 11 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, by 
entering Gate 4 at 146th Street 
and Bergen Boulevard.

8. Holidays at the Hill has re-
turned to Federal Hill Commons 
as the temporary Federal Hill 
Ice Plaza open for the season in 
Noblesville. Hours are 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Saturdays, 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Sundays and 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Wednesday-Friday, 
through Dec. 22; 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday-Saturday and 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Sundays, Dec. 
23-Jan.9; with special holiday 
hours, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Jan. 1; 

See BETSY Page A6

BETSY REASON
The Times Editor

The Times photo by Betsy Reason
A Merry Prairie Holiday, featuring the Reynolds Farm Equipment 
lighting display (above), is open through Dec. 19 and Dec. 21 
and 22, at Conner Prairie in Fishers. There is lots new for 2021 
holidays. Visit www.connerprairie.org 

What's up with discrimination at Noblesville High School?
Over the last few years, 

we've seen public schools 
spend millions of dollars on 
diversity, equity and inclusion 
officers, as well as Social, 
Emotional, Learning (SEL) 
programs designed to make 
every student feel welcomed, 
valued and heard. You would 
think inclusion and non-dis-
crimination would be a high 
priority for schools like No-
blesville High School.

However, that has not been 
the case this last semester for 
students like Emma. Emma, 
whose last name has been re-
moved per the family's request, 
is a 15-year-old freshman stu-
dent at Noblesville High School 
who felt led to start a pro-life 
student club called "Students 
For Life." Early in the summer 
of 2021, Emma began laying 
the groundwork to start the club 
at Noblesville High School. 
Students For Life is a national 
pro-life organization designed 
to raise awareness for adaption 
and fight against the brutality of 
abortion. However, to Emma's 
dismay, the school denied her 
the right to start the pro-life 
club at the direction of Principal 

Craig McCaf-
frey.

Some 
would say 
that a pro-life 
club is "con-
troversial," 
but being in 
a Midwest 
town like 
Noblesville, 
where the vast 
majority of 

residents are overwhelmingly 
pro-life, Emma's club is hardly 
controversial. And on the week 
where SCOTUS heard oral ar-
guments in the Mississippi abor-
tion law that could potentially 
overturn Roe v Wade in Amer-
ica, it seems completely reason-
able that a 15-year-old Nobles-
ville student passionate about the 
pro-life issue should be allowed 
to exercise her Constitutional 
rights of free speech and expres-
sion and start a Students For 
Life club. I mean, after all, we 
allow satanic clubs to exist in 
our schools. (Yes, Carmel High 
School in Hamilton County re-
ally does have a club dedicated 
to Beelzebub himself. And yet, 
we wonder why our students are 

more depressed, anxious and 
suicidal than they've ever been. 
But that's a whole other topic 
for another day.)

So why then would NHS and 
Principal Craig McCaffrey deny 
Emma her Constitutional rights? 
Are you ready for this? It is 
because Emma's mother sat in 
on a one-on-one private meeting 
with a male school administrator 
where Emma was merely seek-
ing information on starting the 
club and the school's policies 
surrounding clubs in general. In 
an email sent to Emma's moth-
er, Principal McCaffrey stated 
that it was "unusual and unorth-
odox for a parent to be present 
(during a meeting)." McCaffrey 
later went on to explain that due 
to the mother's presence in the 
meeting, he "was not confident 
that this club is a student-driven 
club and therefore am remov-
ing the club's approval to meet 
in school." After I talked with 
Emma's family, they stated a 
long-standing rule that Emma is 
not to be alone with any adult 
male. In a culture where child 
abuse and sexual assault are 

See SCHOOL Page A6

MICAH BECKWITH
Guest Column

Health Dept. to 
host pregnancy & 
COVID town hall

The Hamilton County Health 
Department will host a town 
hall on Wednesday, Dec. 8 
at 6:30 p.m. to help answer 
many of the common questions 
expectant moms have about 
getting vaccinated against 
COVID-19. Drs. Caroline 
Rouse and Maria Schmoll, both 
maternal fetal medicine phy-
sicians at IU Health, and Dr. 
Evan Kreutzer, a board-certi-
fied pediatrician at Ascension 
Medical Group, will lead the 
discussion and be available to 
help answer questions. 

“We estimate only a third of 

See HALL Page A6
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REGISTRATION OPENS DECEMBER 1ST
Though we are “Noblesville Babe Ruth Baseball,” we welcome 

and encourage players from other communities to 
participate with us!

Registration: December 1, 2021 thru March 2022

Evaluations:   March 12, 2022, NHS Aux Gym
   (New players ages 13-15 only)

Opening Day: April 18, 2022 (13-15)    
                       April 30, 2022 (16-18)

www.noblesvillebaberuthbaseball.com

Providing an affordable 
and positive 

baseball experience for 
all young men 

ages 13-18

PUBLIC NOTICES

BEFORE THE HAMILTON COUNTY 
DRAINAGE BOARD IN THE MATTER OF THE
Stony Creek Drain, Union Chapel Road Extension

Notice is hereby given of the hearing of the Hamilton County Drainage 
Board concerning the reconstruction of the Stony Creek Drain, Union Chapel 
Road Extension on December 13, 2021 at 12:00 P.M. in Commissioners Court, 
Hamilton County Judicial Center, One Hamilton County Square, Noblesville, 
Indiana. Construction and maintenance reports of the Surveyor and the Schedule 
of Assessments proposed by the Drainage Board have been filed and are available 
for public inspection in the office of the Hamilton County Surveyor.

  HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
Attest: Lynette Mosbaugh
 Executive Secretary

TL18517  12/3  1t   hspaxlp

BEFORE THE HAMILTON COUNTY 
DRAINAGE BOARD IN THE MATTER OF THE

Stony Creek Drain, Stony Bluffs Subdivision Extension
Notice is hereby given of the hearing of the Hamilton County Drainage 

Board concerning the reconstruction of the Stony Creek Drain, Stony Bluffs 
Subdivision Extension on December 13, 2021 at 12:00 P.M. in Commissioners 
Court, Hamilton County Judicial Center, One Hamilton County Square, 
Noblesville, Indiana. Construction and maintenance reports of the Surveyor and 
the Schedule of Assessments proposed by the Drainage Board have been filed and 
are available for public inspection in the office of the Hamilton County Surveyor.

  HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
Attest: Lynette Mosbaugh
 Executive Secretary

TL18518  12/3  1t   hspaxlp

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD WILL MEET 

ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2021 AT 9:00 A.M. IN THE HAMILTON 
COUNTY JUDICIAL CENTER COMMISSIONER’S COURT ROOM.

HAMILTON COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD.
ATTEST: LYNETTE MOSBAUGH

TL18519  12/3  1t   hspaxlp

 OBITUARIES
Anton Nikolaevich Shinkevich 

Oct. 20, 1985 - Nov. 29, 2021
Anton Nikolaevich Shinkevich, 36, 

Noblesville, died unexpectedly in his 
home on Nov. 29, 2021. 

He was born in Minsk, Belarus on 
Oct. 20, 1985 to Nickolay and Svetlana 
Shinkevich.

Mr. Shinkevich moved to the United 
States when he was 13 years old and 
became a nationalized US citizen in 
2012. He was a graduate of North 
Central High School and obtained 
two Associate Degrees from Ivy Tech 
College. He was a proud veteran of the 
US Navy. Mr. Shinkevich was a loving 
father, fiancé, son, brother, and friend. 
The simplest things in life brought Mr. 
Shinkevich the greatest joy, afternoon 
walks with Kelsey and Ella, fishing with his father, family 
dinners, and hanging out with friends. He truly loved his 
life. Mr. Shinkevich was a kind and gentle man who al-
ways looked for the good in others. He touched many lives 
with his joyful spirit and compassionate heart.

Survivors include his parents, Nikolay and Svetlana 
Shinkevich; fiancé, Kelsey Baker; daughter, Ella Jean 
Shinkevich; brother, Alexey Shinkevich; aunt and uncle, 
Natasha and Ray Radovich; and cousins, David Shulkin 
and Maksim Radovich.

Visitation is scheduled on Monday, Dec. 6, 2021, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Bussell Family Funerals, followed by 
a Graveside Service in Carmel Cemetery to honor his life.

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the family 
in arrangements.

Delbert Watson 
May 6, 1937 - Dec. 1, 2021

Delbert Watson, 84, Noblesville, 
passed away on Wednesday, Dec. 1, 
2021. 

He was born on May 6, 1937 to 
Cyrus and Eliza (Denney) Watson in 
Bridgeport, Ind.

Mr. Watson worked as a masonry 
contractor. He loved the outdoors and 
was an avid hunter. Most of all, he 
adored his wife of 62 years and cher-
ished time spent with his family.

Survivors include wife, Violet Watson; sons, Dan (Barb) 
Watson, Terry (Joni) Watson, Billy (Michelle) Watson 
and Tom (Shellie) Watson; grandkids, Chris Small, T.C. 
(Erin) Watson, Brent (Andrea) Watson, Chelsie Watson, 
Michael (Kymberly) Small, and Lauren (Jim) Thatcher; 
10 great-grandkids; and his sisters, Shirley Montgomery, 
Sandy Blakley and Emma Harrison.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by 
his brothers, Cyrus Watson Jr. and Larry Watson; and his 
sisters, Eva Pedigo, Betty Brewster and Dorothy Stout.

Visitation is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., with 
services at 12 p.m., on Friday, Dec. 3, 2021 at Randall & 
Roberts Funeral Home, 1150 Logan Street, in Noblesville. 
Pastor Dave Nicholson will officiate. Burial will be at 
Crownland Cemetery in Noblesville.

Memorial contributions may be made to Salvation 
Army, 6060 Castleway West Drive, Indianapolis, Ind. 
46250; or The Mill Church, 1399 Greenfield Ave, Nobles-
ville, Ind. Condolences: www.randallroberts.com

Lee Robert Bucksten 
March 8, 1943 - Nov. 29, 2021

Lee Robert Bucksten, 78, Carmel, 
passed away Nov. 29, 2021.

He was born March 8, 1943 in Chica-
go, Ill., son of the late Coleman A. and 
Ruth (Newlander) Bucksten.

As a proud graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin, where he received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree, Mr. Bucksten 
was a lifelong Badgers sports fan. He 
was always ready to cheer them on…
GO BADGERS! He was a veteran of 
the US Navy. He served active duty 
from 1968 to 1971, then continued in 
Reserve duty from 1971-1973. Mr. 
Bucksten worked in the insurance indus-
try for more than 40 years.

For the past five years, he volun-
teered at IU North Hospital where he enjoyed greeting peo-
ple, helping folks with directions, delivering flowers and 
any other tasks at hand. He was an avid golfer and enjoyed 
playing cards, such as Sheepshead, Bridge, Euchre and 
Poker, with close friends. He also loved to read and was a 
huge fan of all sports that included the Wisconsin Badgers. 

Edesto, S.C. and Sedona, Ariz. were the two favorite 
places he looked forward to visiting. In 1968 and in the 
town of Elmira, Ill., he married the love of his life, Nan 
Jackson, and they shared 53 years of living and sharing life 
together.

Survivors include wife, Nan Bucksten; daughter, Susan 
(Christopher) Andrea; son, David (Sara) Bucksten; grand-
children, George Andrea, Madelyn Bucksten, Naomi Buck-
sten, Joseph Bucksten and Maisie Bucksten; and brothers, 
Bill Bucksten and Denys Bucksten.

Family and friends are scheduled to gather Tuesday, 
Dec. 7, 2021 from 3-5 p.m. in St. Peter’s United Church 
of Christ, of which Mr. Bucksten was a member, and 
where the Funeral Service will begin at 5 p.m., officiated 
by Pastor Lori Bievenour. Masks are required.

The family requests donations in memory of Mr. Buck-
sten be directed to St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, 
3106 E. Carmel Drive, Carmel, Ind. Bussell Family Fu-
nerals is privileged to assist the family in arrangements.

Ralph Bruce Biddle 
July 2, 1936 - Nov. 30, 2021

Ralph Bruce Biddle, 85, Sheridan, 
passed away on Tuesday morning, 
Nov. 30, 2021, at Riverview Health in 
Noblesville.

Born on July 2, 1936 in Sheridan, 
Ind., he was the son of the late Ray-
mond & Anna Marie (Lockridge) 
Biddle. 

Mr. Biddle was a 1955 graduate of 
Sheridan High School and remained a 
strong supporter of Sheridan Athletics throughout his entire 
life. He tried to attend as many Blackhawk football and 
basketball games as he could over the years. He was a huge 
Purdue fan as well. As a lifelong farmer of dairy cattle and 
pigs, he learned very quickly that he needed to become a 
“Jack of all trades” around the farm. He learned to work 
on just about any piece of farm equipment you could park 
in front of him. He also had a deep-seated love for farming 
– so deep that he seemed to never get enough of it. In addi-
tion to his own farming responsibilities, he enjoyed helping 
his neighboring farmers whenever they were shorthanded. 
Harvest season was a favorite time, especially when it was 
time to help Wilson Farms bring in their famous sweet 
corn. 

Family was always the highest priority in Mr. Biddle’s 
life. He loved his kids dearly, but the grandchildren - they 
were his pride and joy. He was human equivalent of a 
family Bible - keeping track of all of the family birthdays 
and other important dates in each of their lives. When it 
came to the grandkids, “Pappy” followed everything they 
were involved in. He always kept up with their sports 
and other extracurricular activities, but he took a special 
interest during their years in 4-H. He loved going to the 
4-H fair, and always took an active interest in all of his 
grandkids’ projects and showings. He was never short on 
constructive (even if unsolicited) criticism with regards to 
their 4-H adventures. Mr. Biddle also treasured the many 
Sunday dinners shared with Donna and Steve, and all of the 
grandkids. 

Survivors include his daughter, Donna (Steve) McKinney 
of Sheridan; four sons, Randy (Valerie) Biddle, Ronnie 
Biddle, Rick Biddle and Rodney Biddle, all of Sheridan; 
eight grandchildren, Wren (Maggie) McKinney, Levi 
(Leah) McKinney, Jeremy “Digger” (Tonya) McKinney, 
Megan McKinney, Nick Biddle, Nate Biddle, Matt Biddle, 
all of Sheridan and Anna (Jake) Ward of Frankfort; 16 
great-grandchildren, Morgan, Katie, Randie, Genevive, 
Charlotte, Judah, Ezra, Silas, Asher, William, Cameron, 
Brody, Bridget, Jasmine, Anderson and Lovie; brother, 
Marvin Biddle of Tipton; sister, Marilyn Adams of Sher-
idan; sister in law, Carolyn S. Biddle of Sheridan; and by 
his special munchkin, his canine grandbaby, Missy. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Clif-
ford Biddle; brother in law, Robert Adams; and sister in 
law, Carolyn Biddle of Tipton.

Services are scheduled at 2 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 6, 
2021, at Kercheval Funeral Home, 306 E. 10th Street, 
Sheridan, Ind., with visitation from 11 a.m. until the time 
of service. Burial will follow at Union Cemetery in rural 
Hamilton County. Reverend Rex Dunning will be officiat-
ing.

Thomas “Wayne” Metzger 
Nov. 20, 1950 - Nov. 30, 2021

Thomas “Wayne” Metzger, 71, 
Pendleton, passed away Tuesday, 
Nov. 30, 2021, at Community Hos-
pital of Anderson following a brief 
illness.

He was born Nov. 20, 1950, in No-
blesville, Ind. to Lester Metzger and 
Hester (Sides) Metzger.

Mr. Metzger graduated from Lapel 
High School. He worked as a cur-
rier for several different companies. He was a faithful 
member of St. George Orthodox Church in Fishers, Ind. 
He enjoyed spending time with family and friends and 
discussing topics of the Christian Faith.

Survivors include his siblings, Robert (Susan) Metzger 
of Lapel, Gerald (Kathy) Metzger of Noblesville, Mari-
lyn (Eldon) Garber of Pendleton, Margaret (Roger) Gar-
ber of Pa., Patricia (Jesse) Riffey of Wis., John Metzger 
of Indianapolis and Bill (Beth) Metzger of Lapel. He is 
also survived by many nieces, nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents; and a sister, 
Marillis Richardson.

Visitation is scheduled from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Fri-
day, Dec. 3, 2021 at Hersberger-Bozell Funeral Home. 
A funeral service is scheduled at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 4, 2021, at Hersberger-Bozell Funeral Home, 1010 
North Main Street, Lapel, Indd., with V. Rev. Fr. An-
thony G. Yazge officiating. Burial will follow in Pleasant 
Valley Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be made to St. George 
Orthodox Church. Online condolences: www.hersber-
gerbozell.com

 Letters
Marilyn’s Place needs help

We, at Marilyn’s Place, 
would like to reach out 
to you, concerning our 
present situation. Since 
opening our doors on 
Aug. 1, 2020, MPI has 
been fortunate to be able 
to serve over 96 families 
and groups, representing 
over 212 adults and chil-
dren. And our client base 
is growing day by day!

We have donated 
clothing and other goods 
to numerous organiza-
tions, including homeless 
outreach programs, and 
MPI has provided tens 
of thousands of dollars in 
clothing and other goods 
for our patrons.

The community-at-large 
has been very gracious 
and supporting, donating 
all of the clothing and 
goods that we provide 
free for persons in need of 

assistance.
Unfortunately, we have 

struggled to pay rent, and 
Marilyn’s Place has been 
notified that if we cannot 
pay our outstanding bal-
ance of $11,000 by Dec. 
31, we will have to vacate 
our current premises at 
1106 S. 8th in Noblesville.

If there is any way you 
could help us reach out to 
our friends and neighbors 
in the Hamilton County 
area, we would be eternal-
ly grateful. At this time, 
we are seeking a suitable 
space, preferably donat-
ed, to which we could 
relocate.

For more information 
about what we do, please 
visit our website; mari-
lynsplaceinc.org

Thank You,
Glenn M. Conn
Noblesville

Never miss a public notice on legal proceedings!
After it prints in your local newspaper, it goes online:

IndianaPublicNotices.com
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indianafuneralcare.com

Indianapolis
(317) 636-6464

8151 Allisonville Rd. 
Indianapolis

Greenwood
(317) 348-1570
2433 E Main St. 

Greenwood

FEATURED 
BUSINESS

FUNERAL SERVICES

Serving Hamilton County 
and surrounding areas

BussellFamilyFunerals.com

Donna Bussell
Owner/Director

1621 E. Greyhound Pass
Carmel, IN 46032

317-587-2001

Traditional Services
Affordable Cremation

Pre-Planning

indianafuneralcare.com

Indianapolis
(317) 636-6464

8151 Allisonville Rd. 
Indianapolis

Greenwood
(317) 348-1570
2433 E Main St. 

Greenwood

SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Times

NOBLE 
MANOR
APARTMENTS

Now accepting applications for 
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She asks me not to 
roost in just any room

Mary Ellen and I have a 
standing argument—liter-
ally, a standing argument. 
She claims that the first 
thing I do when I enter a 
room is sit down.  “That 
makes you seem old,” she 
said, “and I know you are 
concerned about not por-
traying that image.”  Which 
surprised me, because I 
always thought it was my 
wrinkly skin and balding 
pate that led to that assess-
ment.

“For example,” she said, 
“when we went to Bob and 
Cathy’s for Thanksgiving, 
you sat down as soon as we 
walked in the house, while 
everyone else was chatting 
in the front hall.”

“I wasn’t feeling well 
and I don’t think it’s fair to 
count the bathroom.”

 Then recently, we were 
shopping on Mass Avenue 
in Indy. As soon as we 
walked in a quaint little 
boutique, I sat down. Mary 
Ellen noticed. After we left, 
she said she was worried.

“When I saw you do that, 
I thought, oh dear, frail and 
100 years old.”

“Well, that’s pretty 
mean, Mary Ellen.”

“No, Dick. Not you. The 
chair was a hundred years 
old. We were in an antique 
store.”

The irony of all this 
is that sometimes I stand 
when I should sit. I never 
sit when I eat lunch; I stand 
over the kitchen sink and 
snarf down a sandwich. 
Who has time to walk all 
the way to the table? Some-
times I don’t even make it 
to the counter; I just nibble 
my way from shelf to shelf 
in the fridge. I only do this 
when Mary Ellen is away 
from home, but when she 
gets back it’s hard to ex-
plain mustard and ketchup 
droppings in the vegetable 
bin.

I became very obsessive 
about this standing/sitting 
thing.  I didn’t want Mary 
Ellen to see me as the “old-
er” man she married, so 
I checked with her every-
where we went.

“Can I sit here?” I asked 
one evening.

“Yes, Dick, you can sit 
there. We’re in a restau-
rant.”

That weekend I was still 

on alert. Maybe overly so.
“Are you going to stand 

all evening?” Mary Ellen 
asked me.

“I don’t want you to think 
I look elderly if I sit down 
too soon.”

“Dick, no one will rec-
ognize you. It’s dark in this 
theater.”

To make me even more 
paranoid, I was constantly 
reminded that my Apple 
Watch tracks my move-
ments. And I was not doing 
very well.  Every once in 
a while, the dial lights up 
to report how much time 
I’ve spent standing versus 
sitting. Apparently, to pass 
Apple standards, you need 
to “stand and move at least 
one minute 12 different 
hours in the day for a 
week.”  I had to read that 
directive several times to 
understand it. Like when 
my pill jar says: Take two 
tablets three times a day 
with or without food.  Huh? 
What?

By the way, you can find 
all kinds of advice online 
about how to cheat the 
watch. Yes, people actually 
do this. One guy admitted 
flapping his arms like a bird 
before he went to bed be-
cause he discovered it fools 
the watch when it registers 
your standing time. I tried 
that one night so I could 
show Mary Ellen on my 
watch that I had made some 
improvement. She caught 
me flapping.

Now she no longer tells 
me not to sit: she tells me 
not to roost.

Dick Wolfsie spent his ca-
reer sharing his humor, stories 
and video essays on television, 
radio and in newspapers. His 
columns appear weekly in The 
Paper of Montgomery County. 
E-mail Dick at Wolfsie@ aol.
com

DICK WOLFSIE
Life in a Nutshell

Noblesville Schools unveils Duke Energy Community Room
Noblesville Schools has 

announced the naming 
of the Duke Energy 
Community Room, located 
in the new Noblesville 
Schools Community 
Center.

Duke Energy is 
supporting the 7,500 
square foot multi-purpose 
room, and the school and 
community members it 
serves, through a $22,500 
investment over the next 
three years.

The space, designed 
for community meetings, 
practices and receptions, is 
equipped with hard surface 

flooring, technology, 
and high ceilings that 
can be used as one open 
space or separated for 
multiple groups. The room 
also opens directly into 
Noblesville High School’s 
new Beaver Stadium.

“Powering the vitality 
of our communities is at 
the heart of our work at 
Duke Energy,” said Duke 
Energy Government and 
Community Relations 
Manager Mark LaBarr. 
“We’re proud to support 
this state-of-the-art 
community center for 
Noblesville Schools, which 

will serve as a gathering 
place for school activities, 
sports gatherings, classes 
and community events for 
years to come.”

“These dollars provide 
a meaningful impact in 
support of students, and 
we are so thankful for 
our strong and long-
standing partnership 
with Duke Energy,” 
added Marnie Cooke, 
Noblesville Schools 
director of marketing and 
communications. “With 
the community scheduling 
more than 14,000 hours of 
programming every year 

in our facilities we expect 
this room to be very 
popular.”

Noblesville Schools 
offers several philanthropic 
and promotional 
opportunities across a wide 
variety of price points 
in support of academics, 
athletics, performing arts 
and more. Organizations 
interested in partnering 
with Noblesville Schools 
can contact Adriann 
Young in the Department 
of Marketing and 
Communications adriann_
young@nobl.k12.in.us 
(317) 773-3171

Photo courtesy of Noblesville Schools
The space, designed for community meetings, practices and receptions, is equipped with hard surface floor-
ing, technology, and high ceilings that can be used as one open space or separated for multiple groups.

Large block of farmland near Noblesville sold for over $29,000/acre
An eager crowd 

gathered into the 
Hamilton County 
Fairgrounds on Nov. 
23 in anticipation and 
interest of a large block 
of farmland divided into 
6 tracts located near 
Noblesville in northern 
Hamilton County, IN 
just south of Purgatory 
Golf Course. Among 
the crowd in attendance 
and those bidding online, 
71 registered bidders 
expressed their interest 
in this unique property 
offering 130+/- total 
acres (100+/- tillable 
and 28+/- wooded), 
ample road frontage, 
and a myriad of 
potential uses as building 

sites, recreation and 
agricultural production.

Strong bidding 
kicked off the auction 
as several interested 
bidders made offers 
on various individual 
tracts. As the price per 
acre began to climb, 
combination bids and 
single bids for the whole 
farm began to win out 
which became a bidding 
war amongst a select 
few bidders. The crowd 
watched in anticipation 
as a competing bidder 
inside the room and 
a counterpart online 
continued to battle it out. 
After approximately 2 
hours, Auctioneer Rusty 
Harmeyer of Halderman-

Harmeyer Auction & 
Appraisals sold the farm 
to a single bidder for 
$3.8 million or $29,292 
per acre.

“This sale demonstrates 
the strength of the 
farmland market in 
Central IN. While this 
parcel lies in Hamilton 
County, widely known 
for its residential and 
commercial development, 
this parcel is currently 
zoned for agricultural use 
and does not have city 
utilities on site today. 
The multi-parcel auction 
system allows all types 
of bidders to compete, 
from farmers, to hunters, 
to home site buyers. 
This achieved excellent 

results for our seller and 
allowed all interested 
parties a chance. We 
feel that is important 
for all properties we 
sell.” stated Howard 
Halderman, President of 
Halderman Real Estate 
Services and Halderman 
Farm Management 
Service.

For more sales results 
or to view our upcoming 
auctions visit our 
website at Halderman.
com. If you have a 
farm real estate need or 
question, Halderman 
Real Estate and Farm 
Management can provide 
comprehensive proposals 
at no charge. Contact us 
toll free at 800-424-2324.

Christmas lunch set to take place Wednesday
The GWHS Carroll 

Rance Annual 50-Year 
Club Christmas Luncheon 
will take place Wednesday 
at Primo Banquet Hall in 

Indianapolis.
Doors open at 11:30 

a.m. and lunch will be 
served at 1 p.m. Cost is 
$25 per person in advance 

or $30 at the door. Make 
checks payable to Dotty 
Wilson, 992 Broadway 
South Drive Plainfield, 
Ind. 46168.

TheTimes24-7.com
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Behold the Lamb Ministries, Inc. to 
hold concerts in Carmel and Arcadia

Behold the Lamb Minis-
tries, Inc., an independent 
501 (c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization, announces their 
2021 Christmas Concert 
season. The BTLM Soli 
Deo Gloria Community 
Concert Choir, featured 
annually in the Hamilton 
County Passion Play, will 
present THE STORY OF 
CHRISTMAS (a mix of 
new and traditional Christ-

mas music) in three con-
certs. Admission is free. 
Tickets are not required.

The 2021 Indiana con-
certs will be at:

· Carmel Christkindl-
markt on Friday, Dec. 3 at 
4 p.m.

· Indianapolis Artsgarden 
on Saturday, Dec. 4 at 11 
a.m.

· A mini concert at the 
Arcadia Christmas Tree 

Lighting on Saturday, Dec. 
4 at 6:45 p.m.

Under the direction 
of Lisa Jennings, the 
60-voice community choir 
has members from across 
central Indiana (Nobles-
ville, Westfield, Sheridan, 
Cicero, Tipton, Arcadia, 
Atlanta, Kokomo, Fishers, 
Carmel, Zionsville, Frank-
ton, Elwood, Anderson, 
Indianapolis, Speedway). 

Featured soloists are Jim 
Burchette (Tipton), Katie 
Martin (Speedway), Parvin 
Gillim (Sheridan), Monica 
McMain (Kokomo), Leslie 
Barker (Anderson), Rich 
Schenck (Fishers), and Bet-
ty VanAlstyne (Anderson).

For additional informa-
tion, please visit www.
beholdthelamb.com or 
beholdthelamb129@gmail.
com.

Photo courtesy of Behold the Lamb Ministries, Inc.
Under the direction of Lisa Jennings, the 60-voice community choir has members from across central Indiana 
(Noblesville, Westfield, Sheridan, Cicero, Tipton, Arcadia, Atlanta, Kokomo, Fishers, Carmel, Zionsville, Frank-
ton, Elwood, Anderson, Indianapolis, Speedway). 

Suzie Jaworowski announces 
run for State Representative, 
cites concern for secure future

Local businesswoman 
and former Indiana State 
Director for the 2016 
Donald Trump Presidential 
Campaign Suzie Jawor-
owski has announced that 
she is running for State 
Representative in District 
32. The newly drawn 
District 32 includes south-
ern Carmel, western and 
downtown Fishers, and a 
small portion of northern 
Indianapolis.

Jaworowski had previ-
ously announced a 2022 
run for State Treasurer, but 
reconsidered her decision 
after attending events 
throughout Indiana. “I’m 
running for State Rep-
resentative because I’ve 
listened to people around 
the state and to my heart,” 
Jaworowski said. “My 
fellow Hoosiers have told 
me they’re concerned about 
their future and the future 
of our country. My heart 
has told me that I can best 
help Hoosiers by serving 
them in the legislature. I’m 
ready to work for Indiana.”

Jaworowski notes that 
she is most concerned 
about providing a secure 
future for Indiana. “As 
State Representative, I’ll 
focus on securing our 
core conservative Hoosier 
beliefs, including parental 
involvement in our educa-
tion system, protecting the 
unborn and protecting gun 
rights; securing our com-
munities by fully funding 
our police; securing our 

government by demand-
ing transparency and fair 
elections; and securing 
economic opportunities 
for Hoosier families,” said 
Jaworowski. “I promise to 
make a real difference for 
my constituents, the State 
of Indiana, and the United 
States of America.”

Suzie Jaworowski is 
a pro-life, pro-Second 
Amendment conservative 
who is running for Indiana 
State Treasurer in 2022. 
She previously served 
as the State Director for 
Donald Trump’s 2016 
Presidential Campaign 
and served in the Trump 
Administration as Chief of 
Staff in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy’s Office of 
Nuclear Energy. Recently, 
she served as an Advisor 
to the Director General of 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency in Vienna, 
Austria. Suzie and her 
husband Steve have been 
married for over 30 years 
and have four children. 
They reside in Fishers.

Suzie Jaworowski

Arts Commission announces $61,000 in American Rescue Plan 
Act funds distributed to communities utilizing arts in recovery

The Indiana Arts Com-
mission has announced it 
has distributed American 
Rescue Plan Act funds to 
17 communities in Indiana 
totaling $61,000.

Grants were distributed 
through the agency’s Cre-
ative Community Pathway 
program. The Creative 
Community Pathway pro-
gram provides a roadmap 
for Indiana communities 
to start, focus, or deepen 
arts and culture-based 
strategies to grow com-

munity wellbeing.  Funds 
were provided by the 
Indiana Arts Commission’s 
regional arts organizational 
partner, Arts Midwest, 
utilizing American Rescue 
Plan funds.

“Across our state, 
communities are looking 
to the creative sector to 
address challenges pre-
sented by COVID-19,” 
said Indiana Arts Commis-
sion Executive Director 
Miah Michaelsen. “This 
funding will support 

these 17 unique places as 
they leverage the arts to 
strengthen their commu-
nities and, in the process, 
contribute to Indiana’s 
economic recovery and 
future growth.”

Communities receiving 
funding: Bloomington, 
Lafayette, Carmel, Leba-
non, Columbus, Madison, 
Fishers, Nashville, Fort 
Wayne, New Albany, 
Franklin, Noblesville, 
Goshen, Terre Haute, 
Jeffersonville, Wabash and 

Kokomo  
Funds will support 

salaries; fees and stipends 
for artists; facilities and 
operational costs; health 
and safety supplies for 
staff and participants; and 
marketing and promotion 
expenses.

In total, this year, the 
Indiana Arts Commission 
has distributed $895,000 
in American Rescue Plan 
funds to 295 communities 
and organizations around 
the state.

Consumer alert: products 
recalled in Oct. and Nov.

The Office of Indiana 
Attorney General Todd 
Rokita is encouraging all 
Hoosiers who purchased 
consumer products that 
were recalled in October 
and November to take 
advantage of the remedies 
available to them.

“With the holiday season 
approaching, Hoosiers 
want to ensure that their 
hard-earned money is being 
spent on gifts that are safe 
and work correctly,” Scott 
Barnhart, director and 
chief counsel for consumer 
protection, said. “If you 
purchased a faulty good 
or item in October and 
November that has been 
recalled, then you should 
immediately see what 
forms of reimbursement 
the company that sold or 
manufactured the product is 
offering.”

The Attorney Gener-
al’s Consumer Protection 
Division (CPD) serves to 
safeguard Hoosiers from 
predatory business practic-
es and will take legal action 
in response to violations of 
the Deceptive Consumer 
Sales Act, and other con-
sumer-related statutes.

According to the 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, the following 
consumer products were 
recalled in October and 
November:

• Olympic Dumbbell 
Handles from Impex 
Fitness

• AmazonBasics Mem-
ory Foam Mattresses from 
AmazonBasics

• Honda Pioneer and 
Talon ROVs from Honda

• VidaXL Steel Pool 
Ladders from VIDAXL

• Hart 18-Gauge 2” Brad 
Nailers from Hart Con-
sumer

• ABUS MountZ Youth 
Helmets from ABUS

• Turbo Racer, Cloud 
Racer, Captain’s Fort and 
Fort Highlander Outdoor 
Playsets from Backyard 
Play Systems

• Lambeth Outdoor Met-
al Torches from RH

• White Wood Stools 
from Hobby Lobby

• Glass Cabinet Knobs 
from Liberty Hardware

• MyCharge Powerbanks 
from MyCharge

• Zoom 360 Ultralight 
jogging strollers from 
Joovy

• Husqvarna and 
GASGAS Off-Road Closed 
Course Competition Motor-
cycles from KTM

• Lightform Projectors 
from Lightform

• Specialized Tar-
mac SL7 Bicycles and 
Framesets from Specialized

If you believe you re-
cently purchased a recalled 
product, stop using it, and 
check its recall notice. 
Then follow the notice’s 
instructions, including 
where to return the prod-
uct, how to get the product 
fixed, how to dispose of 
the product, how to receive 
a refund for the product, or 
what steps must be taken 
to receive a replacement 
product.

To view recalls issued in 
and prior to October and 
November, visit the Con-
sumer Protection Safety 
Commission website.

What is new at Connor Prairie – hires and critical conversations
• New hires to help 

Conner Prairie transform its 
role in the community

Over the past year, 
Conner Prairie has expand-
ed its teams with several 
key strategic new hires to 
advance guest experience; 
interpretation; develop-
ment; and diversity, equity, 
accessibility, and inclusion 
(DEAI) efforts at the living 
history museum and Smith-
sonian affiliate. 

The growth kicked off in 
February 2021 when Con-
ner Prairie welcomed Dr. 
Charlene J. Fletcher as Cu-
ratorial Director, in part to 
help Conner Prairie develop 
a new permanent exhibit, 
and original programming 
focused on Black Ameri-
cans’ religious experience 
in the 19th century.

“Dr. Fletcher is help-
ing us tell a larger story 
about the historical and 
contemporary complexities 
of Black life in Indiana 
in the 1800s,” said Nor-
man Burns, president and 
CEO of Conner Prairie. 
“Her guidance is driving 
Promised Land As Prov-
ing Ground -- an exciting 
expansion of the Prairi-
etown experience, which 
will explore the vital role 
of religion in the lives of 
antebellum Black settlers, 
who often thought of the 
Northwest Territory as their 
Promised Land.”

Fletcher brings key expe-
rience gleaned in her past 
work with The Children’s 
Museum of Indianapolis; 
from her time as a research 
fellow for the Kentucky 
Historical Society and the 
Gilder Lehrman Institute of 
American History in New 
York; and from her tenure 
as an editorial assistant 
for the American Histor-
ical Review. She was the 
Emerging Voices Postdoc-
toral Research Associate 
in Slavery and Justice at 
Brown University, and 
holds a Ph.D. in History 
from Indiana University, 
specializing in 19th century 
United States and Afri-
can American history and 
gender studies. Fletcher is 
currently an affiliate faculty 

member in Africana Studies 
at Indiana University - Pur-
due University Indianapolis, 
and previously served as a 
lecturer of Criminal Justice 
at the City University of 
New York and an adjunct 
lecturer in Global and 
Historical Studies at Butler 
University.

In April, the museum 
hired Mari Carpenter as Di-
rector of Interpretation and 
Historic Research. Carpen-
ter’s 25 years of museum 
experience in collections 
management, exhibitions, 
curation, education, his-
toric research and registrar 
methodology has made her 
an invaluable resource and 
leader for the interpreta-
tion department. She joins 
Conner Prairie from the 
John and Mable Museum of 
Art in Florida, where she 
was the associate director of 
collections/ chief registrar 
and responsible for over 
50,000 objects and exhibi-
tions displayed in galleries 
and historic buildings on an 
66 acre museum campus. 
Other leadership roles at the 
State of Delaware Division 
of Historical and Cultur-
al Affairs, the National 
Civil Rights Museum in 
Memphis, The Children’s 
Museum of Indianapolis, 
and the Smithsonian Insti-
tution Traveling Exhibition 
Service have allowed her 
to make a quick impact on 
Conner Prairie’s interpreta-
tion programs and strategy. 
Carpenter holds a BA in 
American History from 
Indiana University and a 
MA in American history in 
African American history 
from the University of 
Cincinnati.

The addition of impact 
staff will continue In De-
cember, when Abbie Edens 
joins the team as Associate 
Vice President of Guest 
Experience. A museum 
educator at her core, Edens’ 
19 years in the museum 
field has included work 
with the National WWII 
Museum (New Orleans, 
Louisiana), The Columbus 
Museum (Columbus, Geor-
gia), the Taubman Museum 
of Art (Roanoke, Virginia), 

and Heritage Museums & 
Gardens (Sandwich, Mas-
sachusetts). She holds a BA 
in Art History from Purdue 
University and an MA in 
Art History from the Uni-
versity of Louisville, and 
brings extensive experience 
in project management - 
especially around program-
ming for children, families 
and adults.

Conner Prairie will also 
welcome back Jennifer 
Sommers as Associate Vice 
President of Development 
in December. Sommers will 
lead strategy for the entire 
Development Division of 
Conner Prairie, includ-
ing cultivating strategic 
growth, and stewarding its 
annual fundraising goals. 
She previously served as 
a Director, responsible 
for the diversification of 
local and national Founda-
tion relationships, and has 
also held key leadership 
and fundraising roles with 
Herron Classical Schools 
(Indianapolis), The Joss-
elyn Center (Northfield, 
Illinois), Stop Childhood 
Abuse and Neglect (Fort 
Wayne, Indiana), Turn-
stone Center for Children 
& Adults with Disabilities 
(Fort Wayne, Indiana) 
and Science Central (Fort 
Wayne, Indiana).

“Our teams have been 
energized by the leadership 
and insights of these four 
talented women,” Burns 
said. “The year ahead is 
going to be full of transfor-
mative and exciting changes 
for Conner Prairie, and I 
am confident that they will 
all play a major role in 
helping our museum contin-
ue to meet the community 
where it is, and elevate 
what we can aspire to be in 
2022 and beyond.” 

To learn more about 
what’s new, and what’s on 
the horizon at Conner Prai-
rie, visit our website.

Conner Prairie has been 
selected by the Smithso-
nian Institute to take part 
in a new pilot initiative to 
support strategic commu-
nity engagement initiatives 
that foster important -- and 
sometimes difficult or 

ignored -- conversations in 
their communities.

• Conner Prairie joins 
Smithsonian cohort to foster 
critical conversations in 
communities

Conner Prairie joins 
nine other Affiliates in this 
program, which will run 
in collaboration with the 
International Coalition of 
Sites of Conscience. 

Conner Prairie will com-
mit two staff members to 
the year-long pilot, which 
will focus on the develop-
ment of Promised Land as 
Proving Ground, a new 
permanent exhibit opening 
in June 2022. Promised 
Land as Proving Ground 
will provide an exciting ex-
pansion of the Prairietown 
experience, exploring the 
vital role of religion in the 
lives of antebellum Black 
settlers, who often thought 
of the Northwest Territory 
as their Promised Land.

A study by the American 
Alliance of Museums pre-
dicts that, by 2033, people 
of color will make up 46 
percent of the population 
in this country. Conner 
Prairie is deeply committed 
to serving these diversified 
audiences with inclusive, 
representative programming 
that is highly accessible, 
telling more inclusive 
stories, and representing 
those in history who have 
often been misrepresented 
or underrepresented.

“Promised Land as 
Proving Ground is Con-
ner Prairie’s first whole-
hearted attempt to address 
these disparities and reach 
excluded communities in 
an authentic and supportive 
way -- and we know there 
is more work to do,” said 
Dr. Charlene Fletcher, 
curatorial director. “These 
are just the first steps in 
Conner Prairie’s broad 
implementation of DEAI 
initiatives. Support from the 
Smithsonian and participa-
tion in this pilot program 
will guide our work and 
provide a critical space to 
ideate with like-minded and 
experienced professionals.”

To learn more visit our 
website. thetimes

find it here!
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Below the puzzle is a list of  words 
that can be found in the Mix-Up. They 
may be written forward, backward, or 
even diagonally. The solution will be 
in the next edition of The Times. 

BARNEY GOOGLE

SAM AND SILO

THATABABY

TODAY’S MIX-UP
SUDOKU Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with several 

given numbers. The object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the empty 
squares so that each row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the 
same number only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku 
increases from Monday to Saturday.

N F A A U T U M N A
I L A A U S A U A S
K A S L E E R A K P
P R E W L V V U S M
M Y A P E R A S W T
U H P S A A E E P N
P A V U V H T Y E S
S Y L P E E F E A N
P T R A S T L E R A
V A K S W A S N A A

Apple Harvest Fall Autumn
Pumpkin Sweater Hay Leaves

T E P M U R T F A O
T R O C F F F I I C
S T A F F O N E N S
V T P U O S I U M C
I A I U T R E P I N
O T A C C A T S A E
L C N T A I U E A F
I U O P C M L E R T
N U U T L E F V T A
T R A M T S S T I L

Music Piano Forte Flute
Violin Staff Staccato Trumpet

© 2021 Sagamore News Media

Solution to previous puzzle

Big Ten honors Boilermakers duo; coach earns HOF selection
Any sports fan who 

doesn’t think the name 
on the front of the jersey 
matters, look no further 
than Purdue and the Indiana 
Pacers in the past couple of 
weeks.

The Pacers were hosting 
the Los Angeles Lakers and 
LeBron James. It appeared 
the Pacers were going to 
pull off a last-second victo-
ry when rookie Chris Duar-
te appeared to be fouled on 
a game-tying 3-pointer.

No whistle.
The Lakers went on to 

win 124-116 in overtime 
behind eight of James’ sea-
son-high 39 points. A day 
later, the NBA confirmed 
to The Indianapolis Star 
that a foul should have been 
called.

Had it been James taking 
the game-tying shot, what 
are the odds a foul would 
have been called on the 
Pacers? The same odds as 
betting on the sun rising in 
the east every morning.

And then there’s the 
Boilermakers, who looked 
primed to be No. 1 in the 
Associated Press college 
basketball poll for the first 
time when No. 5 Duke beat 
No. 1 Gonzaga. Earlier 
that week, Gonzaga had 
dominated No. 2 UCLA so 
one would think when Nos. 
1 and 2 lose, No. 3 moves 
up?

Not in the ESPN-dom-
inated world of college 
basketball, the network 
which promotes the Blue 
Devils like it does the New 
York Yankees and Boston 

Red Sox. The happy Duke 
players hadn’t left the court 
when the drumbeat began. 
Duke deserves to be No. 1.

As it turns out, the 
pro-Duke bandwagon did 
Purdue a favor by putting 
the Blue Devils No. 1 and 
Purdue No. 2 going into the 
Big Ten/ACC Challenge.

Tuesday night’s game at 
Mackey Arena with Florida 
State probably would have 
been a blowout anyway but 
an emphatic 93-65 victory 
sent a message that Purdue 
is for real.

Ohio State, no doubt 
motivated by playing the 
nation’s top-ranked team on 
its home floor, overcame 
a terrible first half to upset 
Duke about two hours later.

Barring a letdown Friday 
in the Big Ten home opener 
against an Iowa team that 
either can’t or won’t play 
defense, Purdue will sit 
atop The Associated Press 
poll Monday.

No matter the ranking, 
the facts and figures coming 
from the Boilermakers are 

stunning.
• Purdue is one of three 

teams in the last 20 seasons 
to score 80 or more points 
on 50 percent or better 
field goal shooting and 
better than 35 percent from 
3-point range in seven con-
secutive games. The others 
were the 2005 national 
champion North Carolina 
and the 2010 Syracuse team 
that climbed to the top of 
The Associated Press poll.

• The Boilermakers have 
trailed for a total of 22 min-
utes and 53 seconds in their 
first seven games.

• Purdue is the Big Ten’s 
most successful team in 
the Challenge at 12-9. The 
Boilermakers have won 
seven straight home games 
in the event by a combined 
114 points (16.3 ppg.)

• Over its last 100 games 
at Mackey Arena, the Boil-
ermakers are 90-10.

• In the 97-40 victory 
against Omaha, Purdue 
went on a 29-0 run that 
Purdue Athletic Commu-
nications officials believe 
is the largest run in school 
history.

• The Boilermakers were 
called for no fouls during 
the first half against Omaha, 
a school record as well.

• Sophomore center Zach 
Edey, Purdue’s leading 
scorer at 16.9 per game, 
has scored 118 points in 
130 minutes. Extended to a 
full 40-minute game that’s 
an average of 36.3 points.

Purdue coach earns Hall 
of Fame selection

Matt Painter likes to 

joke about how mediocre 
his playing career was at 
Purdue.

But as a guard at Delta 
High School and later the 
Boilermakers’ choice to 
succeed Gene Keady, Paint-
er’s basketball life has been 
an unqualified success.

Painter is among the 
headliners in the Indiana 
Basketball Hall of Fame’s 
60th class, which was an-
nounced Tuesday.

Painter set the Delta 
career scoring (1,497) and 
assists records, capped by a 
senior season that saw him 
set the single-game scoring 
record while averaging 
27.7 points, 9.6 rebounds 
and 7.4 assists per game. 
He was a 1989 Indiana 
All-Star.

In 17 seasons as Purdue’s 
head coach, Painter already 
is the school’s third-win-
ningest coach behind 
Keady and Ward “Piggy” 
Lambert. As of Wednes-
day, Painter is 355-184 
at Purdue with 12 NCAA 
Tournament berths, three 
Big Ten Conference regular 
season championships and a 
Big Ten Tournament title.

Painter was the 2019 
NABC National Coach 
of the Year and leads his 
league peers with four Big 
Ten Coach of the Year 
awards.

Big Ten honors for Pur-
due duo

For the second time in 
four years, a Purdue athlete 
is the Big Ten’s Rich-
ter-Howard Receiver of the 
Year.

David Bell, one of three 
finalists for the Biletnikoff 
Award as the nation’s best 
receiver, joins former 
teammate Rondale Moore 
(2018) to earn that honor. 
Bell leads the Big Ten in 
catches per game (8.5) and 
receiving yards per game 
(116.9). With 1,286 yards, 
Bell is 21 shy of John Stan-
deford’s record for a single 
season. Bell already owns 
the record of 17 career 100-
yard receiving games.

Junior defensive end 
George Karlaftis was select-
ed first-team All-Big Ten by 
the conference coaches and 
media as well.

He is the first Boilermak-
er defender to earn first-
team All-Big Ten honors 
since defensive tackle 
Kawann Short in 2012.

Karlaftis is a semifinalist 
for the Chuck Bednarik 
Award after leading Purdue 
in tackles for loss (11.5), 
sacks (5), forced fumbles 
(3), fumble recoveries (2) 
and quarterback hurries (8).

Quarterback Aidan 
O’Connell was selected 
second-team All-Big Ten 
by the coaches and media. 
O’Connell ranks third na-
tionally with a 73.5 percent 
completion rate. He is on 
track to set both the Big 
Ten and Purdue single-sea-
son completion percentage 
records.

O’Connell has thrown for 
3,177 yards and 23 touch-
downs. During his past 
five games, O’Connell has 
completed 76.5 percent of 
his passes for 18 touch-

downs and no interceptions. 
The last Purdue quarter-
back to earn either first- or 
second-team All-Big Ten 
honors was Kyle Orton in 
2004.

Five Boilermakers on 
each side of the football 
earned honorable mention. 
Center Gus hartwig, guard 
Tyler Witt and tackle Greg 
Long are joined by tight end 
Payne Durham and wide 
receiver Milton Wright.

Purdue’s much improved 
defensive unit is repre-
sented on the honorable 
mention list by linebackers 
Jaylan Alexander and Jalen 
Graham, tackle Branson 
Deen, safety Cam Allen and 
cornerback Dedrick Mack-
ey. Kicker Mitchell Fineran 
also earned honorable 
mention status. The transfer 
from Samford became only 
the third Purdue kicker to 
make at least 20 field goals 
in a season.

Indiana senior linebacker 
Micah McFadden was a 
second-team selection by 
the coaches and media. 
McFadden recorded a 
team-leading 77 tackles. 
Tight end Peyton Hender-
shot was a third-team choice 
by the media.

Defensive end Ryder 
Anderson, cornerback 
Jaylin Williams and tackle 
Matthew Bedford received 
honorable mention.

Kenny Thompson is the 
former sports editor for the 
Lafayette Journal & Cou¬rier 
and an award-winning jour-
nalist. He has covered Purdue 
athletics for many years.
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pregnant women are vac-
cinated against COVID,” 
says Dr. Rouse. “We have 
got to turn that number 
around. An unvaccinated 
pregnant woman who gets 
sick with COVID-19 has 
a two-fold risk of being 
hospitalized. Being un-

vaccinated also puts her at 
increased risk of pre-term 
birth or stillborn birth.” 

Nearly 200 pregnant 
women died this year 
from COVID-19. Ninety 
percent of them were not 
vaccinated. The American 
College of Obstetricians 

and Gynecologists, the 
Society for Maternal 
Fetal Medicine, and 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
all strongly recommend 
expectant moms get one of 
the approved COVID-19 
vaccines.  

“Vaccination during 
pregnancy is safe and 
protects both mom and 
baby,” adds Dr. Schmoll. 
“It’s critical every preg-
nant woman understands 
the protective benefits of 
the COVID-19 vaccines to 
keep both their babies and 

themselves safe.” 
Drs. Rouse and Schmoll 

also plan to discuss con-
cerns about miscarriage, 
fertility problems, and 
potential long-term side 
effects of the unborn baby. 
They will also spend time 
answering any questions 

participants might have. 
Those interested in 

participating in the town 
hall should download 
Microsoft Teams to their 
computer and join the fol-
lowing link on December 
8th at 6:30 p.m. https://
bit.ly/3xLeSYo

Þ HALL From Page A1

rising, it seems entirely 
reasonable for a parent to 
set these boundaries. But 
apparently, this type of 
parental involvement is 
unacceptable to Noblesville 
School officials, and be-
cause Emma's mother was 
taking an interest in her life 
these became the grounds 
for the dismissal of the pro-
life club.

Does this sound familiar? 
It should. Over the pre-
vious year, we have seen 
a nationwide assault on 
parental rights surrounding 
a child's education. From 
Virginia's gubernatorial 
Democrat candidate Terry 
McAuliffe saying that 
parents have no right to be 
involved in what schools 
are teaching their children 
(Yes, he really did say 
something that stupid), to 

Attorney General Merrick 
Garland designating parents 
at school board meetings 
to be "terrorists" (Yes, he 
really did say something 
that stupid), to Noblesville 
Schools

Superintendent Beth 
Niedermeyer berating 
concerned parents at a July 
20th school board meet-
ing, telling them that they 
know nothing of respect 
but "thankfully Noblesville 
schools will teach your kids 
respect for you!" – making 
the implication that parents 
are ill-equipped to raise 
their children and that the 
State should be the ulti-
mate authority in a child's 
life. (Yes, she really did 
say that. You can find the 
statement on the archived 
7/20/21 board meeting 
video at 1 hour and 36 

minutes into the meeting.)
With parental rights 

being blatantly challenged 
by liberal administrators 
around the country and an 
anti-American curriculum 
like CRT infiltrating our 
public education system, 
the last thing Noblesville 
School leadership needed 
was a story like this that 
exposed their actual liberal 
bias. For months Beth 
Niedermeyer has been des-
perately trying to convince 
parents within our conser-
vative community that there 
is no liberal, woke bias 
polluting the minds of our 
children. But then Principal 
McCaffery goes and "steps 
in it" for no other apparent 
reason but to prove a point 
that conservative ideology 
will not be tolerated or wel-
comed within the halls of 

Noblesville High. Ask any 
closet-conservative teacher 
at Noblesville Schools or 
surrounding public schools 
(and I have), and they 
will tell you how they are 
not allowed to share their 
worldview, all while the 
red carpet is rolled out for 
their liberal counterparts to 
jam their beliefs down the 
throats of school children. 
It seems like we may not 
be getting our money's 
worth from these DEI 
officers who worship at the 
altar of "tolerance."

And to wrap it all up, 
here's the infuriating part 
for taxpayers; Noblesville 
is now being sued for dis-
criminating against Emma's 
rights, and it will cause 
valuable tax dollars to go 
to waste that otherwise 
could have been used in the 

classroom to help teach-
ers teach. The law firm 
Charitable Allies stepped 
in on Emma's behalf and 
has given the school 15 
days to reinstate Students 
For Life or face the legal 
consequences. And make 
no mistake, if Noblesville 
chooses to dig their heels 
in out of pure arrogance 
and stubbornness, they will 
lose this court battle and 
we, the taxpayers, will be 
forced to pay damages and 
legal fees. Federal law and 
precedent have already 
determined this to be true 
in similar discrimination 
cases over the last decade 
around the country.

I hope Superintendent 
Niedermeyer and Prin-
cipal McCaffrey will do 
the right thing and stop 
discriminating against 

15-year-old Emma and 
reinstate her Students 
For Life club. After all, 
doesn't every Noblesville 
student have the right to 
be welcomed, valued and 
heard?

Micah Beckwith has been 
serving the Hamilton County 
and central Indiana area for 
more than 17 years. He has 
pastored multiple churches, 
including his current Life 
Church in Noblesville. He 
has been a small business 
owner and a 2020 Congres-
sional candidate. He is the 
director of the Indiana Family 
Institute’s Hoosier Leadership 
Series and Executive Director 
of Indiana Family Action – an 
organization dedicated to 
raising up elected conserva-
tive leaders within local, state 
and federal government.

Þ SCHOOL From Page A1

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 24 
and 31; closed Christmas. 
Admission is $12, $11 for 
ages 12 and younger with 
Punch Passes available.

9. Enjoy a Holiday 
Walking Light Tour, part 
of the Holidays at the Hill,  
every evening through the 
holiday season, with orna-
ments, wreaths and trees 
lighting up the event lawn 
at Federal Hill Commons.

10. A Merry Prairie 
Holiday is open through 
Dec. 19 and Dec. 21 and 
22, at Conner Prairie in 
Fishers. New for 2021, the 
William Conner House is 
transformed into a magical 
3D projection mapping 
holiday show and also a 
sock skating rink, plus the 
annual Reynolds lighting 
display with new displays, 
visit Prairietown for 
Christmas Eve traditions 
of the 1800s and a look at 
holidays around the world, 
stop in at North Pole Vil-
lage to visit with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus, visit Trinket 
Puddingmoon, Santa’s of-
ficial list keeper, plus stop 
by the cafe or sing along 
at Blitzen’s Bandstand, 
ride Kringle’s Carousel or 
zoom down a 150-foot Po-
lar Bear Plunge tubing hill.  
Order tickets in advance at 
www.connerprairie.org 

11. Board the Reindeer 
Ride Express for a magical 
Christmas experience 
through Dec. 23 on Nickel 
Plate Express’ historic 
train with Santa. See San-
ta’s workshop, courtesy 
Gaylor Electric, and cross 
over Morse Reservoir 
while singing Christmas 
carols and sipping hot 
chocolate. Ride includes a 
cookie and gift from San-
ta, with adult beverages 
available on board. Train 
boards in Forest Park and 
travels through Cicero and 
Arcadia. Gaylor has also 
decked out the train in 
2,000 Christmas lights.

12. With the end of the 
year rapidly approaching, 
get rid of all of the docu-
ments you’ve been wanting 
to shred during the Ham-
ilton County Household 

Waste Center’s Free Shred 
Day for county residents, 
from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Saturday at the Hamilton 
County 4-H Fairgrounds 
off Clover Road. On-site 
paper shredding will be 
available so patrons can 
watch their documents 
be destroyed before their 
eyes. 

13. Enjoy Breakfast 
with Santa at Conner 
Prairie at 8:30 and 11 a.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays, 
through Dec. 19, at the 
Fishers history park, with 
buffet, visit with a socially 
distanced Santa wearing a 
mask. Make reservations 
at www.connerprairie.org 

14. Santa will be the 
featured guest as part of 
Noblesville’s Home for the 
Holidays Tour, (in place 
of this year’s Noblesville 
Christmas parade) and will 
travel through neigh-
borhoods the first two 
weekends in December, 
with routes listed online at 
https://www.cityofnobles-
ville.org/

 15. Meet Santa’s Rein-
deer at 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday and Dec. 11 
and 18 at Clay Terrace in 
Carmel. Flag decorating at 
11 a.m., welcome Santa at 
noon, visit Santa’s Rein-
deer, face painters, letters 
to Santa and vendors in 
the Village Green 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., with the official 
countdown to light the 
Christmas tree will begin 
at 1:45 p.m.

16. Shop Holidays at 
the Hill’s Holiday Market 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday at Federal Hill 
Commons with local hol-
iday artisan vendors and 
food trucks. To become a 
vendor, visit https://www.
noblesvilleparks.org/

17. Meet artists as they 
create new art, learn about 
their mediums and find 
the perfect gift for your 
special someone,  during 
a Winter Wonderland of 
Art, from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Saturday at The Art 
Gallery at Fishers City 
Hall.  

18. Join Fishers Parks 

from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday for Winter 
Wonderland, the annual 
celebration of the season 
at Nickel Plate District 
Amphitheater in down-
town Fishers, with a tree 
lighting at 6 p.m., car-
riage and train rides, fire 
pits and s’mores, cookie 
decorating, live ice carv-
ing, Winter Wonderland 
storywalk, Fishers Arts 
Council’s Winter Wonder-
land of Art exhibit inside 
City Hall, food, drinks, 
music and more.

19. During Holidays at 
the Hill, reserve a 15-min-
ute private carriage ride 
for up to six people, plus 
children on laps, through 
downtown Noblesville 
from 4 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Sunday and Dec. 10, 12, 
17, 19. Carriage rides 
with Santa Dec. 20-23. 
Departure from the Green 
Room at Federal Hill 
Commons.

20. Cherish a timeless 
evening or afternoon as 
you attend White River 
Ballet Co.’s production of 
“The Nutcracker” ballet 
with performances at 7 
p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. 
Sunday at Noblesville 
High School, with tickets 
$10 for adults and $5 for 
kids available by calling 
Ms. Diana at 317-557-
3368 or at the door.

21. Find Deer in De-
cember during a special 
event to learn about deer 
behavior and how to ob-
serve deer at 1 p.m. Dec. 
7 and 10:30 a.m. Dec. 15 
at Cool Creek Nature Cen-
ter in Westfield. 

22. Main Street Produc-
tions presents Irving Ber-
lin’s “White Christmas,” 
Dec. 9-19 at Westfield 
Playhouse. Music and 
lyrics by Irving Berlin. 
Singers Bob Wallace and 
Phil Davis join sister act 
Betty and Judy Haynes to 
perform a Christmas show 
in rural Vermont in this 
fun-filled musical extrava-
ganza, directed by Andrea 
Odle with musical director 
Brenna Whitaker of No-
blesville. Tickets are $19 

adults, $17 ages 62 and 
older and students with 
ID, free to active military 
and vets with ID.

23. Hum along to your 
favorite holiday songs 
during Noblesville High 
School’s annual All Choir 
Holiday Concerts at 7 
p.m. Dec. 10 and 2 p.m. 
Dec. 11 at NHS Auditori-
um. Each concert will fea-
ture all choirs but different 
student soloists. Tickets 
are $15 and $10 and are 
on sale now.

24. Meet from 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m. Dec. 11 at Cox-
hall Mansion at Coxhall 
Gardens in Carmel for 
Hamilton County Parks’ 
Mini Merry Decorations 
workshop to make dec-
orations in miniature to 
get your miniature house 
ready for the holidays. 
A Governor’s Palace 
Miniature Replica will 
be open for viewing and 
inspiration. Best for ages 
8 and older. Registration 
required at myhamilton-
countyparks.com.

25. Help welcome 
Mrs. Claus and the jolly 
old elf himself, Santa 
Claus, during a Hamil-
ton County Parks event 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 
11 at Cool Creek Nature 
Center in Westfield. The 
Clauses will be available 
for pictures throughout 
the program. Silly Safari 
presents an Indiana Rein-
deer Reserve program that 
features a live reindeer 
(2:30-3:30 p.m.), also 
enjoy crafts and cookies. 
Admission is free, with 
registration required at 
myhamiltoncountyparks.
com

26. Enjoy holiday music 
during the Holiday Porch-
fest from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Dec. 11 in Midtown Plaza 
in Carmel, with musi-
cians, food and beverage 
vendors and a visit from 
a surprise guest at this 
family-friendly event. 
Midtown Plaza is on the 
Carmel Holiday Trolley 
route, which will run from 
2 p.m. to 9 p.m.

27. Visit a drive-thru 

Living Nativity scene 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Dec. 11 at Cornerstone 
Lutheran Church in 
Fishers, admission with a 
nonperishable food item 
for the pantry.

28. Take in the splen-
dor of the season while 
touring private residences 
in Old Town Noblesville 
during the Noblesville 
Preservation Alliance 
Together Again! Holiday 
Home Tour 2021 from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Dec. 11, 
with four tour homes: Bell 
residence, 398 N. Ninth 
St.; Doubt residence, 354 
N. 10th St.; Richardson 
residence, 1083 Logan 
St.; and Coyle residence, 
1436 Clinton St. Caroling 
and fellowship at Pres-
ervation Hall from 6 to 
9 p.m., with hors d’oeu-
vres, sides, beverages and 
desserts served. Tickets 
are $30 at https://preser-
vationhall.org/

29. Join the Christmas 
Festival of Music & Art 
on Dec. 12 at the Nobles-
ville First United Method-
ist Church, featuring the 
church’s Chancel Choir, 
Janus Choir, piano, organ 
and orchestra. Janus art 
sale at 5:30 p.m., prelude 
begins at 6:40 p.m., with 
a concert at 7 p.m. in the 
church sanctuary (door 
1). Janus Developmental 
Services clients have been 
creating art for purchase 
at the event, and the Janus 
Choir has been practicing 
festive songs for guests 
to sing along. A freewill 
offering will benefit Ja-
nus-Inc.org.

30. En Pointe Indiana 
Ballet in Noblesville 
presents “An En Pointe 
Christmas” ballet at 7 
p.m. Dec. 17 and 2 p.m. 
Dec. 18 at Noblesville 
High School, with tickets 
$15 and $20 at https://
enpointeindiana.com. The  
ballet features a mix of 
classical and contempo-
rary ballet, jazz, tap and 
more. Act 1 dancers will 
enchant audiences with the 
elegance of classical ballet 
honoring the true meaning 

of Christmas set to some 
of the greatest classical 
music including Bach, 
Handel, and Tchaikovsky. 
Act II will charm audi-
ences with contemporary 
jazz-inspired dance set 
to traditional Christ-
mas favorites like Louis 
Armstrong, Elvis Presley, 
Bing Crosby. Artistic 
directors Pollyana Ribeiro 
and Robert Moore are 
creating a performance 
they say "will make you 
fall in love with Christmas 
all over again.”

31. Noblesville Parks’ 
Christmas Cottage at Fed-
eral Hill Commons has a 
special mailbox to accept 
letters to Santa.

32. Enjoy the live music 
of Craig Thurston on Dec. 
16 and 30 at Grindstone 
Public House in Nobles-
ville.

33. Shop small all 
month long to celebrate 
small, local businesses.

34. Save the dates for 
Hamilton County Parks’ 
Winter Break 11 a.m. 
programs at Cool Creek 
Park in Westfield, with 
Animals of the North with 
Silly Safaris on Dec. 27, 
Reptiles with Rex Morrell 
on Dec. 28, Mark Booth 
and Owls of Indiana on 
Dec. 29 and Beth Wood 
with Indiana Wild on Dec. 
30. Registration is free at 
myhamiltoncountyparks.
com

35. Join the 121st 
Christmas Bird Count and 
celebrate the holidays 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Jan. 1 at 
Cool Creek Nature Cen-
ter, by helping Hamilton 
County Parks and the 
National Audubon Society 
conduct the annual Christ-
mas Bird Count. Adults 
and older children may 
join other birdwatchers for 
a morning of hiking and 
birding, with lunch for 
participants provided by 
Hamilton County Parks. 
Preregister at 317-774-
2500 to visit myhamilton-
countyparks.com.

-Contact Betsy Reason at 
betsy@thetimes24-7.com.
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Local cancer nonprofit expands service area statewide and undergoes name change
 Cancer Support Commu-
nity Central Indiana (CSC) 
is excited to announce 
an expansion of services 
and a new name to reflect 
significant growth in pro-
gramming.  For more than 
26 years, CSC has been 
serving Hoosiers in central 
Indiana. In response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
CSC quickly adapted to 
the ongoing needs of those 
facing a cancer diagnosis, 
now also facing additional 
challenges brought on by a 
pandemic.  By transition-
ing to a virtual platform 
to continue the programs 

of support for patients and 
their loved ones, CSC also 
created a new avenue to 
serve those in need not 
only locally, but statewide.
As a result, CSC has 
expanded virtual and 
in-person services to all 
Hoosiers. Thanks to the 
support of Blooming-
ton Health Foundation, 
CSC will open a satellite 
facility in Bloomington in 
this month.  CSC is also 
partnering with Franciscan 
Health to provide much 
needed support in north-
west Indiana. To reflect 
the growing demand in 

programming and expand-
ed reach of our services, 
Cancer Support Communi-
ty Central Indiana proudly 
announces its name change 
to Cancer Support Com-
munity Indiana.
“We are thrilled to expand 
our services to meet the 
needs of Hoosiers fac-
ing cancer all across the 
state,” Eric Richards, 
CEO & President of CSC 

said. “With our state-
wide partnerships, we are 
now serving more cancer 
patients, their families and 
loved ones than ever. Our 
new name reflects our cur-
rent and future footprint.”
In addition to the name 
change, beginning Jan. 
1, 2022, Cancer Support 
Community will have a 
specialty Indiana license 
plate available for pur-

chase, where $25 of the 
registration cost will go di-
rectly towards supporting 
those impacted by cancer 
in the state of Indiana.
The name change and spe-
cialty license plate, both, 
mark an important point 
in the evolution of the 
organization and furthers 
the organization’s mission 
of ensuring no one faces 
cancer alone in Indiana.
About Cancer Support 
Community
Cancer Support Com-
munity (CSC), servicing 
Central Indiana for over 
26 years, was founded as 

The Wellness Commu-
nity-Central Indiana in 
1995. Operating from the 
Paulsen Family Center, 
5150 W. 71st St., India-
napolis, CSC is a member 
of a global organization 
that provides the highest 
quality social and emo-
tional support for peo-
ple impacted by cancer 
through a network of 50 
licensed Affiliates, more 
than 120 satellite locations 
and vibrant online and 
telephone communities, 
touching more than one 
million people each year 
worldwide.
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I always wondered if marriage coun-
selors have a business background? After 
all, managing a marriage is a little bit 
like managing a business, right? You 
have goals to achieve and you have to 
figure out ways to get there.

Yeah, right.
Early in 

my career 
the company 
sent me to 
one of those 
wonderful 
seminars on 
some topic 
or another. I 
don’t re-
member the 
details, but I 
very vividly 
remember 
getting into 
a “discus-
sion” with 
my better 
half not long 
after I got 
back home. 
It turned into 

one of those moments when a lightbulb 
went off over my head and I began 
patiently nodding my head as she spoke. 
When she paused, in my most sincere 
voice, I said: I understand how you feel 
dear, I’m sure others have felt the same 
way, but I believe they’ve found-”

Like a sudden thunderclap from the 
heavens, she looked at me and said in a 
very straightforward voice – “Don’t you 
try that management crap on me Mis-
ter!”

Lesson learned.
Still, there are other lessons here – just 

maybe not ones to be shared wiith the 
better half.

For example, we’ve all heard that 
keeping the spark alive is a challenge, 
right? In addition to that, we also know 
that specific years in a marriage have 
a specific theme. Like the first year is 
paper, the fifth year is wood, 10 is tin, 
25 is silver, 50 is gold, etc. 

So why couldn’t we plan a theme for 
each year? My wife and I have done 
something that’s been fun for us. We 
have a date night weekly, and we alter-
nate who takes who. That way we both 
get to plan things out and we both have 
some fun with it.

Why couldn’t couples plan a date night 
that goes with whatever the theme is for 
that year? For example, dates for the 
fifth year have to be connected some-
how to wood. Maybe a walk through 
a wooded state park? How about a trip 
to the Louisville Slugger Museum in 
Louisville? A romantic weekend getaway 
to a log cabin (Brown County comes 
to mind)? Take a wood-carving class 
together? 

Be creative, have some fun and think 
of the positive impacts on your marriage.

Now, switch the focus just a bit and 
consider a similar strategy for work? 
Maybe it’s not an entire themed year, 
but a little thought and a lot of planning 
can go a long way from turning a dull, 
boring workplace into an energetic and 
high-achieving one.

Next week: Looking ahead to 2022

Business Playbook is written by Tim Tim-
mons. Timmons’ book, Coaching Success: 
Creating Champions for the Business World 
is available at www.tim-timmons.com.

TIM TIMMONS 
Business Playbook

Business Playbook is written by 
Tim Timmons. You can reach Tim 
at ttimmons@thepaper24-7.com. 

Timmons’ book, Coaching Success: 
Creating Champions for the Business 
World is available at www.tim-timmons.com.

Cover your P’s – plan, 
plan and plan some more

Best Lawyers acquired by Abry 
Partners and Management

Best Lawyers®, the oldest and most 
respected purely peer-review™ guide to top 
talent in the legal profession, announced 
its acquisition by Boston-based investment 
firm Abry Partners and Best Lawyers man-
agement from private equity firm Levine 
Leichtman Capital Partners (LLCP).

Under Abry, Best Lawyers will continue 
to serve as the most reliable indicator of 
quality and professional excellence with-
in the legal industry. Best Lawyers will 
maintain the same standards and transparent 
methodology that have been observed since 
the company’s founding in 1981. For 40 
years Best Lawyers has assisted those in 
need of legal services with identification 
of the lawyers best qualified to represent 
them in distant jurisdictions or unfamiliar 
specialties.

“This partnership with Abry is a fan-
tastic opportunity for Best Lawyers,” said 
Phillip Greer, CEO of Best Lawyers. 
“We are appreciative of the counsel and 
guidance that Levine Leichtman Capital 
Partners gave us over the past three years 
and are looking forward to working with 
new partners that also share an appreciation 
for and understanding of our core values. 
As one of the most experienced private 
equity firms within media, information and 
business services, Abry is an excellent fit to 
support our vision for continued progress 
and innovation.”

After experiencing exceptional growth 
and geographic reach during the past four 
decades, Best Lawyers now completes 
peer-reviewed surveys in 76 countries and 
conducts multiple annual rankings such as 
Best Lawyers, U.S. News – Best Lawyers® 
“Best Law Firms” and Best Lawyers: 
Ones to Watch. Best Lawyers awards are 
published in leading local, regional and 
national publications across the globe which 
reach more than 19.6 million readers.

“Best Lawyers represents an ideal 
investment for Abry,” said Nick Scola, 
Partner at Abry. “Phil and his team have 
built an amazing company with an indus-
try-leading brand and reputation as the most 
reliable, unbiased source of legal referrals 
anywhere. We are excited to partner with 
the team to help accelerate growth and 
look forward to continuing to invest in the 
people, technology and resources that will 
further enhance the company’s product and 
service offerings.”

The terms of the transaction which closed 
in late November were not disclosed. Citi-
zens Capital Markets, Inc. functioned as the 
exclusive financial advisor to Best Lawyers 
and Levine Leichtman Capital Partners 
for this transaction. Best Lawyers’ legal 
advisor was Honigman LLP and Abry was 
advised by Kirkland & Ellis LLP.

ABOUT BEST LAWYERS
Best Lawyers is the oldest and most 

respected lawyer ranking service in the 
world. For four decades, Best Lawyers 
has assisted those in need of legal services 
to identify the lawyers best qualified to 
represent them in distant jurisdictions or 
unfamiliar specialties. Best Lawyers awards 
are published in leading local, regional and 
national publications across the globe.

Lawyers who are nominated for con-
sideration are voted on by currently 
recognized Best Lawyers working in the 
same practice area and located in the same 
geographic region. Our awards and recog-
nitions are based purely on the feedback we 
receive from these top lawyers. Lawyers 
are not required or allowed to pay a fee to 
be listed; therefore, inclusion in Best Law-
yers is considered a singular honor. Those 
who receive high peer reviews undergo a 
thorough verification process to make sure 
they are currently still in private practice. 
Only then can these top lawyers be recog-
nized by Best Lawyers.

ABOUT ABRY PARTNERS
Abry is one of the most experienced and 

successful sector-focused private equi-
ty investment firms in North America. 
Since it’s founding in 1989, the firm has 
completed over $90 billion of leveraged 
transactions and other private equity or 
preferred equity placements. Currently, 
the firm manages over $5 billion of capital 
across its active funds. For more informa-
tion about Abry, please visit www.abry.
com.

ABOUT LEVINE LEICHTMAN CAPI-
TAL PARTNERS

Levine Leichtman Capital Partners, LLC 
is a middle-market private equity firm 
with a 38-year track record of investing 
across various targeted sectors, including 
franchising, business services, education 
and engineered products. LLCP utilizes 
a differentiated Structured Private Equity 
investment strategy, combining debt and 
equity capital investments in portfolio 
companies. This unique structure provides 
a less dilutive solution for management 
teams and entrepreneurs, while delivering 
growth and income with a significantly 
lower risk profile.

LLCP’s global team of dedicated invest-
ment professionals is led by seven partners 
who have worked at LLCP for an average 
of 22 years. Since inception, LLCP has 
managed approximately $12.7 billion of 
institutional capital across 15 investment 
funds and has invested in over 90 portfolio 
companies. LLCP currently manages $9.0 
billion of assets and has offices in Los An-
geles, New York, Chicago, Charlotte, Mi-
ami, London, Stockholm and The Hague.

2021’s annual Christmas price index 
reflects a mostly-reopened economy

(StatePoint) Following a 
bah-humbug year for the 
country’s economy, one 
economic indicator predicts 
that the 2021 holiday 
season may resemble 2019 
more than 2020 when it 
comes to price tags on 
gifts.

A light-hearted take 
on the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics’ Consumer Price 
Index, PNC’s annual 
Christmas Price Index 
calculates the total cost of 
items bestowed by a “True 
Love” who repeats all the 
verses of the classic holi-
day song, “The 12 Days 
of Christmas.” This year, 

purchasing the gifts would 
cost $41,205.58, a 5.7% 
increase compared to 2019.

“With most events can-
celled in 2020, we removed 
‘Ladies Dancing,’ ‘Drum-
mers Drumming’ and other 
live performances from 
the Index last year, which 
resulted in an unprecedent-
ed 59% drop from 2019,” 
says Amanda Agati, chief 
investment officer for 
PNC Asset Management 
Group. “We’re trying to 
normalize the comparison 
by excluding a once-in-a-
century pandemic that had 
an outsized impact on last 
year’s data.”

Taking 2020 out of the 
equation, Agati notes that 
both inflation and consumer 
habits are driving the rising 
costs of goods and services. 
Indeed, a tech-savvy “True 
Love” will spend an ad-
ditional $4,394 by paying 
for the ease of e-commerce 
convenience and fulfilling 
their shopping online.

For more details, visit 
PNC’s interactive website 
at pncchristmaspriceindex.
com.

Holiday shoppers take 
note, with a mostly re-
opened economy, being a 
“True Love” this season 
may cost you.

Are you facing financial hardship? Here’s some 
tips to help you and your family avoid foreclosure

(StatePoint) Life’s unex-
pected challenges can make 
meeting monthly mortgage 
payments difficult. The 
good news? Help is avail-
able to avoid foreclosure.

Indeed, Freddie Mac 
has completed more than 
255,000 foreclosure pre-
vention actions in 2021, 
according to the Federal 
Housing Finance Agency. 
Whether you’re currently 
behind on payments or 
foresee trouble ahead, 
Freddie Mac advises taking 
the following steps as 
quickly as possible to get 
back on track:

Assess Your Situation
Whether it’s due to 

unemployment, illness, nat-
ural disaster or other rea-
sons, identifying the cause 
of your financial hardship 
and anticipating its dura-
tion are important. These 
factors can help determine 
the best solution for you. 
(A short-term hardship is 
over within 12 months. A 
long-term hardship extends 
beyond 12 months.)

Contact Your Servicer
Your servicer — the 

company where you send 
mortgage payments — is 
your best resource through-
out the process. They will 
provide you with the avail-
able mortgage relief options 
based on your particular 
situation, which typically 
begins with being placed 
in a temporary forbearance 
program. Remember, your 
servicer is there to help. If 
you think you’re going to 
have trouble paying your 
mortgage, don’t wait. Call 
them immediately! And if 
you’re already behind on 
your mortgage or current-

ly in a workout option, 
respond to their outreach 
efforts to keep an open 
dialogue going throughout 
the process.

Know Your Options
No matter where you 

stand, there are solutions. 
Here are some to consider:

• Forbearance is an 
agreement between you 
and your loan servicer that 
either pauses or reduces 
monthly mortgage pay-
ments for a limited time. 
Consider forbearance if 
you’re currently unable to 
make payments but think 
you’ll be able to resume 
soon.

• With payment de-
ferral, missed mortgage 
payments move to the end 
of your loan term, but 
your monthly mortgage 
payment amount stays the 
same. Consider payment 
deferral if your hardship is 
resolved but you’re unable 
to repay missed mortgage 
payments as a lump sum 
or by increasing monthly 
payments. Freddie Mac 
Flex Modification, for 
example, provides up to 
a 20% mortgage payment 
reduction that permanently 
changes one or more of 
the original terms of your 
mortgage, such as the 
interest rate and mortgage 
term. Ask your loan ser-
vicer whether this may be 
an option for you.

• A repayment plan in-
creases mortgage payments 
for a short period to make 
up for missed payments. 
Plans must be longer than 
one month but no longer 
than 12 months. Consider 
this option if you can af-
ford your regular monthly 

payment, plus a little 
more, for a short period.

• With partial reinstate-
ment, you pay a portion of 
missed mortgage payments 
as a lump sum. To pay off 
the rest, your loan servicer 
works with you to create a 
repayment plan.

• With full reinstate-
ment, you pay the total 
owed mortgage payments 
as a lump sum, making 
your mortgage current. 
This is a good choice if 
you can afford it.

• Refinancing your mort-
gage lowers your interest 
rate or replaces an adjust-
able-rate mortgage with a 
more affordable fixed-rate 
mortgage. This is a good 
choice if you’re current on 
payments but would benefit 
from reduced payments in 
the future. This year, more 
than 600,000 homeowners 
with a Freddie Mac-backed 
mortgage refinanced into a 
more affordable loan.

• COVID-19 relief is 
offered by many loan ser-
vicers to those struggling 
due to the pandemic.

• Of course, if home-
ownership is no longer 
affordable or desirable, 
there are options too. Short 
sale and deed-in-lieu, for 
example, can help you exit 
your home without facing 
the costs associated with 
foreclosure.

For more homeowner re-
sources, visit My Home by 
Freddie Mac at myhome.
freddiemac.com.

If you’re struggling to 
make mortgage payments, 
take action quickly. Doing 
so can help you prevent 
foreclosure and stay in 
your home.
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Critical Race Theory: Myths, Marxism and more
Few modern topics 

have become as divisive 
as critical race theory, 
which is no surprise, 
given that CRT divides. 
It divides people into 
groups pitted against one 
another, into categories of 
oppressed vs. oppressor. 
What’s worse, your group 
defines you. This certain-
ly flies in the face of the 
Judeo-Christian concep-
tion of all individuals as 
children of God made in 
the image of God.

What’s making CRT 
even worse are misunder-
standings and misconcep-
tions on both sides, from 
the left and the right.

From the left, MSN-
BC’s Nicole Wallace 
recently made headlines 
for a comment about how 
“critical race theory … 
isn’t real.” The context 
of her statement seems to 
have been to allege that 
CRT isn’t really being 
taught in Virginia public 
schools—i.e., conserva-
tives were manufacturing 
the claim to win elections. 
But the truth is that the 
revolt in northern Virginia 
started with very upset 
and frustrated parents at 
local schoolboards, many 
of whom theretofore had 
been apolitical in a highly 
Democrat district. It was 
a grassroots uprising. It’s 
crucial to understand that 
not only have conserva-
tives taken notice and 
condemned the teaching of 
CRT in public schools—
far from it—but so have 
liberals ranging from the 
likes of James Carville to 
Andrew Sullivan to John 
McWhorter to Bill Maher 
and many more.

Entire groups like the 
1776 Unites project, made 
up of longtime leading Af-
rican-American scholars 
like Carol Swain, Glenn 
Loury, Bob Woodson, 
Shelby Steele, Wilfred 
Reilly, and dozens more 
have sprung up to counter 
CRT ideas.

That’s no myth. This is 
real.

I got an email last 
year from the parent of 
a prospective student 
really upset that one 
of her young kids was 
being taught that she as 
a “White” (upper case 
“W”) person was part 
of the oppressor class. 
As such, the girl needed 
to admit to her “White 
privilege” and unacknowl-
edged racism and how she 
inherently discriminates 
against people of color, 
even if she believes she 
doesn’t. The kid, whose 
family every year at home 

celebrates MLK Day, was 
completely flummoxed by 
the whole thing. The class 
of fifth graders was being 
urged to write letters to 
the Cleveland Indians 
organization to change 
the team’s name, and they 
live in Illinois—about 
eight hours from Cleve-
land.

That’s a manifestation 
of CRT thinking. That’s 
real.

And yet, on the flip 
side, authentic forms of 
teaching about legitimate 
racial discrimination can 
get mislabeled as advo-
cating for CRT. That’s 
wrong, too.

A respected colleague 
and good friend fears that 
if he talks about slavery 
or racial injustices in a 
course where he has long 
done so, he’ll now be 
suspected of advocating 
for CRT, given how riled 
up conservatives are about 
the issue. Point taken. 
Of course, that would be 
wrong, outrageously so. 
Discussing such subjects, 
as myself and other pro-
fessors here at Grove City 
College have long done, is 
obviously not to advocate 
for critical race theo-
ry. One of the required 
readings in our mandatory 
Western Civ course is the 
Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s magnificent letter 
from the Birmingham Jail, 
which we all agreed from 
the outset to include as a 
core reading in the course. 
We certainly incorporated 
that letter long before the 
current CRT wave and 
will continue to do so.

I also lecture on King’s 
profound letter every fall 
semester in my Compar-
ative Politics course, as 
well as lectures that I do 
around the country for 
Young America’s Founda-
tion. My personal slogan 
is effectively: Teach 
MLK, not CRT.

Clearly, teaching about 
the sins and evils of 
slavery and racism does 
not ipso facto place one 
in the category of CRT 
writers like Robin DiAn-
gelo, Kimberle Crenshaw, 
Richard Delgado, and 
Ibram Kendi. Conversely, 
when CRT writers laud-
ably condemn, say, Jim 
Crow, that’s no reason to 
become a CRT advocate. 
Just as when Marxists 
laudably condemn, say, 
forced child labor, that’s 
no reason to become 
a Marxist. All human 
beings should reject those 
things. You need not 
become a critical race 
theorist or Marxist.

It reminds me of a 
constant caution I urge to 
religious-left Christians 
who oddly feel compelled 
to say sympathetic things 
of Marxism: If you want 
to help the poor, just 
follow the Gospel and 
teachings of Jesus. Why 
follow militantly atheistic 
Marxism merely because 
Karl Marx likewise talked 
of helping the poor? 
That’s silly. Marxists 
vehemently reject reli-
gion. Just as Marxists 
don’t get to claim owner-
ship of workers’ rights, 
neither do critical race 
theorists suddenly get to 
claim ownership of civil 
rights. The NAACP, for 
instance, has done a darn 
good job fighting for 
civil rights and combating 
racism without embracing 
CRT.

For professors, this is a 
teachable moment to clar-
ify such realities and what 
is and isn’t CRT. It’s what 
a teacher ought to do.

What also doesn’t help 
the situation is the be-
hemoth of Big Tech and 
how it has politicized and 
manipulates the definitions 
of these things. Consider 
just one element of the 
CRT issue:

When typing “critical 
race theory” into Goo-
gle—bear in mind that 
some 80-90% of the 
planet’s web searches 
go through Google—the 
first thing pops up is the 
Wikipedia definition. This 
is where inquirers “learn” 
about critical race theory. 
Like many terms, such 
as “cultural Marxism,” 
Google and Wikipedia in 
the past were far more 
accurate about these terms 
and their Marxist roots—
back before the terms 
became hyper-politicized 
(on “cultural Marxism” 
click here and here).

For those of us unfor-
tunates who study this 
junk for a living, we 
know better. We watch 
how ideologues distort 
meanings. In the past, I’ve 
printed these web pages 
and filed them in manila 
folders; now, I get screen-
shots. Screenshots are a 
must, given how quickly 
activists remold these 
definitions to suit their 
ideological purposes.

Precisely that is go-
ing on with the Goo-
gle-to-Wikipedia search 
of “critical race theory.” 
What’s there is barely 
enough to discern the 
Marxist roots, albeit only 
to the discerning few who 
know the true history. 
Here’s how the definition 

starts:
Critical race theo-

ry (CRT) is a body of 
legal scholarship and an 
academic movement of 
U.S. civil-rights scholars 
and activists who seek to 
examine the intersection 
of race and U.S. law and 
to challenge mainstream 
American liberal ap-
proaches to racial justice.
[1][2][3][4] CRT exam-
ines social, cultural, and 
legal issues primarily as 
they relate to race and 
racism in the U.S..[5]
[6] A tenet of CRT is that 
racism and disparate racial 
outcomes are the result of 
complex, changing, and 
often subtle social and 
institutional dynamics, 
rather than explicit and 
intentional prejudices of 
individuals.[7][8]

CRT originated in the 
mid-1970s in the writings 
of several American legal 
scholars, including Der-
rick Bell, Alan Freeman, 
Kimberlé Crenshaw, 
Richard Delgado, Cheryl 
Harris, Charles R. Law-
rence III, Mari Matsuda, 
and Patricia J. Williams.
[1] It emerged as a 
movement by the 1980s, 
reworking theories of 
critical legal studies (CLS) 
with more focus on race.
[1][9] CRT is grounded 
in critical theory[10] and 
draws from thinkers such 
as Antonio Gramsci, 
Sojourner Truth, Freder-
ick Douglass, and W. E. 
B. DuBois, as well as the 
Black Power, Chicano, 
and radical feminist move-
ments from the 1960s and 
1970s.[1]

This is a sugarcoated 
definition. In particular, 
note that there’s no ex-
plicit mention of Marx-
ism, though for those 
who know, the mention 
of “grounded in critical 
theory” and listing of An-
tonio Gramsci first among 
its proponents tells you 
just that. Gramsci, the 
pioneering Italian Marxist 
(whose leading Amer-
ican scholar was Pete 
Buttigieg’s father), was a 
founder of the application 
of Marxism to culture—
that is, cultural Marxism 
(as we’ve historically 
called it).

And yet, if you search 
the words “Marx” or 
“Marxism” in the text of 
the Wikipedia entry for 
critical race theory, they 
do not appear even once. 
They’ve been scrubbed. 
You will find, however, 
a crucial reference at the 
very bottom of the page 
in the box on “Origins.” 
There, it states succinctly: 

“Critical Theory: Origins: 
Frankfurt School, Freu-
do-Marxism.”

That’s it, precisely. 
Those are the founda-
tional roots of critical 
race theory. Critical 
race theory, as one must 
cobble together from 
the Wikipedia page, “is 
grounded in critical theo-
ry,” and critical theory’s 
origins are the Frankfurt 
School and its infamous 
Freudian-Marxism. Case 
closed. That’s what you 
need to know. It should 
be in the lead para-
graph, but the scrubbers 
scrubbed it, though they 
evidently missed the box 
at the end.

Get a screenshot of the 
box, before some activist 
deletes it. Expect there 
to soon be no mention 
of Marxism whatsoever 
anywhere on that page.

Truthfully, the Wiki-
pedia page ought to say 
much more. The Marxist 
elements of critical race 
theory are extremely 
important to understand 
because of how dehuman-
izing and destructive it is, 
particularly to children. 
Karl Marx saw people 
not as individuals made 
in the imago Dei—the 
Judeo-Christian concep-
tion of human beings 
made in the image of 
God—but as groups to 
be shoved into opposing 
categories pitted against 
one another as foes. Marx 
did this according to class 
and economics, i.e., the 
Proletariat vs. the bour-
geoisie, whereas Marxist 
critical race theorists do 
this according to race, 
i.e., white vs. black or 
some other ethnic-based 
construct. One group is 
the oppressor and the 
other the oppressed; your 
category defines you. 
Rather than aspiring to 
the color-blind world that 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. envisioned, where 
individuals are judged by 
the content of their char-
acter, people are foremost 
viewed by the color of 
their skin.

It is a terribly dehu-
manizing way to view 
individual persons.

Consider the assess-
ment of Dr. Wyatt Tee 
Walker, who was very 
close to the Rev. King: 
“Today, too many 
‘remedies’—such as 
Critical Race Theory, 
the increasingly fash-
ionable post-Marxist/
post-modernist approach 
that analyzes society as 
institutional group power 
structures rather than 

on spiritual or one-to-
one human level—are 
taking us in the wrong 
direction: separating 
even school children into 
explicit racial groups, and 
emphasizing differences 
instead of similarities.” 
Walker stressed: “The 
roots of CRT are planted 
in entirely different intel-
lectual soil. It begins with 
‘blocs’ (with each person 
assigned to an identity 
or economic bloc, as in 
Marxism).”

 The Wikipedia entry 
for CRT says nothing like 
this. It makes no mention 
of Marxism, other than 
the “Freudo-Marxism” 
reference thus far sur-
viving in the box at the 
bottom. For ideologues 
on the left, that’s perfect 
for demonizing those who 
object to CRT’s Marxist 
influences, including 
concerned parents. Those 
people can be derided as 
followers and fabricators 
of “myths,” and even as 
“white supremacists.”

This is what we’re up 
against with Big Tech. It 
controls not only the me-
dia narrative but the very 
meanings of terms.

For those of us in 
education, we need to be 
much better than that. We 
need to strive honestly to 
explain what these terms 
really mean and what 
they don’t. We need to 
explain what CRT is and 
isn’t. Most of all, reject-
ing CRT doesn’t mean 
rejecting talking about 
racial discrimination. It 
didn’t in the past and it 
won’t in the future.

Until then, in the spirit 
of Marxism, critical race 
theory will do what it 
does: divide people. 
We need to unite people 
around what is true.

Dr. Paul Kengor is 
professor of political science 
and chief academic fellow 
of the Institute for Faith and 
Freedom at Grove City Col-
lege. One of his latest books 
(August 2020) is The Devil 
& Karl Marx: Communism's 
Long March of Death, 
Deception, and Infiltration. 
He is also the author of  is A 
Pope and a President: John 
Paul II, Ronald Reagan, and 
the Extraordinary Untold 
Story of the 20th Century 
(April 2017) and 11 Princi-
ples of a Reagan Conserva-
tive. His other books include 
The Communist: Frank 
Marshall Davis, The Untold 
Story of Barack Obama’s 
Mentor and Dupes: How 
America’s Adversaries Have 
Manipulated Progressives 
for a Century.

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program spending and the rural economy
By Johnathan Hladik
Policy director, Center for Rural Affairs

The Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, or SNAP, is often 
misunderstood as favoring 
urban residents over rural. 
Formerly known as food 
stamps, a new study ana-
lyzing this program shows 
the opposite may be true.

SNAP provides nutri-
tion assistance payments 
to 1 in 8 Americans every 
month. Approximately 
16% of rural households 

use SNAP benefits, 
compared to 13% of 
metro households. In 
those rural households, a 
large majority of benefits 
assist vulnerable popula-
tions, including children, 
seniors, and people with 
disabilities.

The study, conducted 
by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Economic 
Research Service, shows 
that SNAP spending pro-
vides a significant boost to 
the overall rural economy. 

Benefits are helping grow 
rural household income 
by 0.68%, far higher than 
the 0.28% growth seen in 
urban areas. 

Researchers examined 
household expenses of 
SNAP recipients between 
2009 and 2014 to learn 
more about how this 
spending affected local 
employment, income, 
and more. They found 
the benefit increased 
overall economic output 
by 1.25% in rural areas, 

compared to 0.53% in 
urban areas and added 
1.18% more jobs in 
non-metropolitan areas, 
compared to just 0.5% in 
metro areas.

However, the benefits 
do not end there. For 
small town and rural 
grocery stores, SNAP 
dollars help keep the 
doors open and, in doing 
so, gives recipients a 
place to buy fresh food 
closer to home. Having 
the benefit also allows 

rural households to use 
the money they would 
normally spend on food 
for other goods and ser-
vices. This helps keep the 
Main Street businesses in 
their community open for 
all residents. 

SNAP is not a perfect 
program. It requires 
meaningful safeguards 
that must protect against 
fraud and abuse. As 
decision makers continue 
to balance the positives 
with potential negatives, 

this report shows that the 
value of rural economic 
output should be consid-
ered.

Established in 1973, the 
Center for Rural Affairs 
is a private, non-profit 
organization working to 
strengthen small busi-
nesses, family farms 
and ranches, and rural 
communities through 
action oriented programs 
addressing social, eco-
nomic, and environmental 
issues.

VISIT US ONLINE AT:
WWW.THETIMES24-7.COM
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The Haiti kidnapped missionaries, 
consider the costs of such trips 

The missionaries con-
sisting of sixteen Amer-
icans and one Canadian 
kidnapped by the Haitian 
“400 Mawozo” gang 
October 16, is extreme-
ly scary. The gang has 
threatened to kill the 
humanitarian Christians if 
a million dollar per person 
ransom is not fulfilled. 
The group consists of 
men, women, children and 
an eight-month-old baby.

These missionaries have 
sacrificed their time and 
paid their own way to go 
to the poorest place in the 
Western hemisphere to 
try to spread God’s love 
and save some souls. In 
turn, the missionaries are 
experiencing a nightmare 
like they’ve never imag-
ined. They’re imprisoned 
and being threatened with 
a bullet in the head.

Most of us will never 
get over seeing journal-
ists being beheaded and 
tortured in Syria and Iraq 
by the barbaric Islamic 
extremist group called 
ISIL. Burning people alive 
and beheading others were 
too graphic and gruesome 
to ever be forgotten. 

Why do journalists, mis-
sionaries and humanitarian 
aid workers go to such 
places to risk kidnapping, 
rape, torture and unimag-
inable deaths? There is 
always the belief that “it 
will not happen to me.” 
Some might view such a 
trip as a vacation. 

Years ago, I traveled to 
a third world country on 
a “missionary trip” with 
others thinking it would 
be a nice break. I’ve never 
worked so hard in my life. 

Sadly, the 17 missionar-
ies in Haiti are undergoing 
a cruel experience that 
may end with the cost of 
their very lives. What are 
they thinking now? What 
is going through the minds 
of the little children who 
traveled to a world to help 

others and spread God’s 
love?

Haiti has been the site 
of years of humanitarian 
efforts. The United States 
and other countries have 
given billions of dollars to 
help Haiti. Sadly, hur-
ricanes, political unrest, 
underdevelopment and 
extreme poverty have all 
made for a sad scenario.

How much money 
would the world have to 
give to Haiti to make life 
better for this nation? This 
is a question no one can 
answer because usually aid 
is a short-term solution. 
We spent a trillion dollars 
in Afghanistan and they 
aren’t any better off today. 

Good missionary people 
went to Haiti with good 
hearts for helping others 
in the name of God’s 
love. They went to share 
a message they hoped 
would bring about change 
and better lives. They may 
now lose their lives.

Christians point to Jesus 
as the model for such mis-
sionary efforts. He came 
preaching and teaching in 
an effort to demonstrate 
and spread God’s love and 
it cost him plenty – his 
life, executed in public on 
a cross. 

There are some Chris-
tians today who, like 
Jesus, are willing to risk 
their lives for the sake of 
others.   Did these men 
and women literally go to 

Haiti taking their children 
with them truly believe 
they could be killed? 
Would they purposefully 
do this to their children? 
Who convinced these 
people that such a trip 
with small children was a 
good idea?

My goal here is to 
simply say, think about 
such trips to places like 
Haiti. Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Northern Nigeria and 
numerous others countries 
are not vacation spots. 
Foreign travel may sound 
exotic and adventurous 
but consider the possible 
cost. 

Many missionaries and 
Christian workers have 
paid the ultimate price in 
order to spread the gospel 
of Christ. Only eternity 
will reveal what their self-
less sacrifice has meant 
to those whose lives they 
impacted. 

By chance, if you de-
cide such an international 
trip is not for you, don’t 
feel bad. Consider helping 
in an American inner city, 
Appalachia or maybe 
your own neighborhood. 
Service at home is needed 
across America.

Let’s pray for the safety 
of these missionaries and 
for those negotiating their 
release. May God help 
them and all who may 
consider such endeavors. 

Glenn Mollette has been 
on numerous International 
humanitarian and mission-
ary group trips.

Dr. Glenn Mollette is 
a graduate of numerous 
schools including George-
town College, Southern and 
Lexington Seminaries in 
Kentucky. He is the author 
of 13 books including Un-
common Sense, Grandpa's 
Store, Minister's Guidebook 
insights from a fellow minis-
ter. His column is published 
weekly in over 600 publica-
tions in all 50 states.

GLENN MOLLETTE
Guest Columnist

Rural group applauds support 
in Build Back Better program

The Center for Rural 
Affairs is pleased to see 
funding for farmers and 
landowners implementing 
conservation practices on 
working lands included in 
the Build Back Better Act 
passed today by the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

One of the programs 
established by this legisla-
tion is payments for cover 
crops to farmers and land-
owners. Planted outside 
of cash crop season, cover 
crops build soil health and 
protect it from eroding. 
The $5 billion in funding 
would pay participating 
farmers $25 an acre for up 
to 1,000 acres. It would 
also provide $5 an acre to 
non-operating landowners.

“This funding has 
implications for rural com-
munities and our natural 
resources,” said Kayla 
Bergman, senior policy 
associate for the Center. 
“Cover crops provide our 
farmers and landowners 
with improved soil health 
and carbon sequestration 
ability, and our communi-
ties with improved water 
quality.”

The legislation also 
includes $4.1 billion for 
the Conservation Steward-

ship Program (CSP) and 
$9 billion for the Environ-
mental Quality Incentives 
Program, which provide 
financial and technical as-
sistance through the U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 
Bergman said programs 
like CSP have been his-
torically underfunded and 
oversubscribed.

“This boost in fund-
ing will help ensure that 
farmers who are doing the 
hard work of investing 
in conservation have the 
financial and technical 

assistance necessary to be 
successful,” she said. “We 
would like to thank law-
makers for recognizing the 
importance of supporting 
farmers, landowners, and 
our rural communities.”

Established in 1973, the 
Center for Rural Affairs 
is a private, non-profit 
organization working to 
strengthen small busi-
nesses, family farms 
and ranches, and rural 
communities through 
action oriented programs 
addressing social, eco-
nomic, and environmental 
issues.

Thank a public health hero today
In the spirit of the ap-

proaching holiday seasons, 
we should all pause and 
recognize the things we are 
grateful for. Though our 
focus is often on family, 
friends, the roof over our 
heads and the food on our 
tables, the continued health 
of our loved ones remains 
at the forefront.

As we gather for what 
may be the first time in 
almost two years and look 
at the faces of our fam-
ily and friends without 
the buffer of a screen, 
we must also remember 
those who helped us get 
here, those who faced the 
pandemic head on and 
continue to work tirelessly 
to promote the wellness of 
our communities.

Members of the public 
health space have stood 
strong and demonstrated 
tremendous resilience 
while working to protect 
our state in the face of one 
of the greatest health crises 
in modern history. With 
commitment and ingenui-
ty, these public health he-
roes have not just managed 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but have continued to also 
respond to emergencies, 
combat opioid and drug 
abuse, ensure the safety of 

our air and water, pro-
mote maternal and child 
health, create awareness of 
chronic disease prevention, 
correct health misinforma-
tion and prepare for future 
health crises. These are 
not easy tasks, especially 
in the face of many envi-
ronmental and institutional 
challenges that are unique 
to Indiana.

That is why the Indiana 
Public Health Association 
joined the American Public 
Health Association and Re-
search!America along with 
organizations and leaders 
from across the country in 
observing the recent Nov. 
22 as Public Health Thank 
You Day as we publicly 
saluted our health heroes.

The dedicated staffs 
of Indiana’s 94 local 
health departments and 
the Indiana Department 
of Health comprise our 
core governmental public 
health workforce and 
are on the front lines in 
protecting Hoosiers. Still, 
healthy people and places 
rely upon the combined 
efforts of professionals 
across many disciplines 
and sectors.  We ask you 
to join us in giving thanks 
to the epidemiologists who 
helped control disease 

spread, the public health 
nurses who are critical to 
vaccination efforts, local 
health officers who balance 
public safety and politics, 
the inspectors who ensure 
Hoosiers have a healthy 
food supply, the health 
educators who publicize 
accurate information, the 
community health workers 
who promote maternal 
health and address barri-
ers in access to care, the 
clinical care providers who 
prevent and treat illness 
and so many others who 
work to promote and pro-
tect the health of commu-
nities throughout Indiana.

It is impossible to thank 
every person who con-
tributes to public health 
efforts in our state, but 
that doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t try. Learn more 
about Public Health Thank 
You Day by visiting pub-
lichealththankyouday.org 
or reach out to your local 
health department and join 
us in thanking our public 
health heroes.

Ellie Hansotte, MPH
President, Indiana Public 

Health Association
Joan Trendell, MS, 

RDN, LD
President Elect, Indiana 

Public Health Association

thetimes
find it here!
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