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Welcome to CONEJO PLAYERS THEATRE

I am thrilled to welcome you to the 64th season of the Conejo 
Players Theatre! As the only 100% volunteer run theater in 
California, you have joined us in a truly special place. Our 
mission — “to share in providing the community with a year-
round schedule of affordable live theatre produced to serve 
the cultural, educational, and entertainment needs of the 
community” — is deeply important to the wonderful people 
who give their time here.

As a life long theater lover, I have often felt the excitement of the shared live 
experience between performers and an audience. I have witnessed the power of 
great storytelling to touch, inform, (and even change) lives. Whether you are here 
to laugh, cry, or think (often all in one evening), we hope that this performance 
entertains as well as enlightens.

The theater is an amazing center of collaboration. Each production relies on 
directors, producers, performers, choreographers, designers, builders, crew 
members, ushers, and countless others. Working together creates a family of 
sorts. We welcome anyone who would like to join our family of volunteers - a 
truly generous and talented bunch. Try something new—we are happy to train! 
And, as we build back from lockdown, tax deductible donations are gratefully 
appreciated too. Feel free to contact me for more information and opportunities.

Thank you for joining us tonight, and enjoy the show!

Dana Marley-Kolb
President

Email: President@conejoplayers.org

Mission Statement

The mission of Conejo Players Theatre is 
to share in providing the community with 
a year-round schedule of affordable live 
theatre produced to serve the cultural, 
educational, and entertainment needs 
of the community; and to welcome and 
provide an avocational opportunity for all 
volunteers interested in the theatre arts 
to participate in the many activities of 
community theatre.

Conejo Players Theatre 
is a Proud Member of
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CONEJO PLAYERS THEATRE
presents

Conejo Players Theatre • Thousand Oaks, CA

Mar 25 - Apr 16, 2022 
Fri & Sat at 8:00pm • Sat & Sun at 2:00pm

(Mar 31 & Apr 7 at 8:00pm • Apr 9 & 16 at 2:00pm)

Book by Michael Stewart
Music by Charles Strouse | Lyrics by Lee Adams

Originally Produced by Edward Padula
BYE BYE BIRDIE is presented by arrangement with TAMS-WITMARK

www.tamswitmark.com

The CAST
Brendan Lynch ................................................................................... Albert Peterson
Kristina Reyes ...........................................................................Rose “Rosie” Alvarez
Brent Ramirez ..............................................................Conrad Birdie (4/1-2, 4/15-16)
Jared Price .................................................................................. Conrad Birdie (3/31)
Jonathan Bubis .................................................. Conrad Birdie (3/25-27, 4/3, 4/7-10)
Hannah Saltman .................................................................................... Kim MacAfee
John Wallis .............................................................................................. Mr. MacAfee
Jennifer Sorensen ................................................................................ Mrs. MacAfee
Logan Filippi ................................... Randolph MacAfee (4/1-3, 4/7, 4/15, 4/16 2pm) 
Sammy Kirsch .....................Randolph MacAfee (3/25-3/27, 3/31, 4/8-10, 4/16 8pm)
Tariq Mieres .........................................................................................Hugo Peabody
Eve Kiefer ............................................................................................. Mae Peterson
Abigail Reeves ...................................................................................... Ursula Merkle
Christina “Chrissy” Healey ...........................................Gloria Rasputin/Teen Chorus
David Friel .................................................................................................. Mr. Mayor
Barbara Berent ......................................................................................... Mrs. Mayor
Francis Cabison ...................................................Guitar Guy/Teen Chorus/Ensemble
Emily Hare ............................................................................................... Mrs. Merkle
Gary Saxer ...................................................................................... Maude/Ensemble
Bethany Dream................................................................. Deborah Sue/Teen Chorus
Alison Norman .............................................................................. Alice/Teen Chorus
Raedyn Sorensen .........................................................................Helen/Teen Chorus
Peter Umipig ..............................................................................Harvey/Teen Chorus
Dani Kirsch ....................................................................Penelope Anne/Teen Chorus
Monica Montelongo .........................................................................Phyllis/Ensemble
Brianna Csellak ...............................................................................Fred/Teen Chorus
Mark Suarez ............................................................................Mr. Johnson/Ensemble
Larry Laffer .................................................................................................. Ensemble
Paige Pensivy .................................. Teen Chorus Swing (3/25, 4/9, 4/15, 4/16 2pm)
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Production STAFF

Special Thanks
Beth Eslick, Whitney Grubb, Lewis Wilkenfeld, John Eslick, Jim Diderrich 

Jeremy Zeller, Protégé Performing Arts, Angie-Alejandra Peña

Director ..............................................................................................Devery Holmes
Assistant Director .........................................................................Jere-Rae Mansfield
Producers .....................................................................Priscilla Losey, James Laguna
Music Directors ................................................................Jim Holmes, Shelley Saxer
Choreographer ..........................................................................Miriam Durrie-Kirsch
Set Designer/Construction Head ........................................................ Rick Steinberg
Costume Designers .........................Manuel Silva, Barbara Mazeika, Laurel Marion
Lighting Designer ................................................................................... Jack Allaway
Sound Designer/Sound Operator/Production Assistant .............. Brittany Campbell
Property Master .........................................................................................Lisa Ingalls
Film and Projection Designer ................................................................Erik Sorensen
Set Dresser ................................................................................................ John Eslick
Stage Manager ........................................................................................Mark Suarez
Sound Designer/Sound Operator ..........................................................Robin Rassell
Light Operators .................................................................... Jacki Nat, Shanda Bonn
Spotlight Operators .....................................................Andy Ames, Sizwe Mabowe
Assistant Stage Manager .............................................................Victoria De Lachica
Lighting Assistants .....................................................Jim Diderrich, Sizwe Mabowe
Photographer ......................................................................................... Aaron Kirsch
Audition Accompanist ...........................................................................Lisa Yaldezian
Costume Team ...................... Francis Cabison, Karen Washburn, Laura Comstock,
.....................................................  Teri O’Connor, Betty Fuhrmann, Mary Abraham
Construction Crew ...... Bob Jackson, John Holroyd, Lee Marks, Max Honigsberg, 
..............................................................................Monica Steinberg, Rick Steinberg
Paint Crew .................................................... Rick Steinberg, Devery Holmes, Elena 
Mills, Lisa Ingalls, Mark Suarez, Jessica Boghosian, Emily Reeves, Abigail Reeves, 
Zack Reeves, Luis Rodriguez, Sebastian Rodriguez, Kaitlin Monroe, Caroline 
Malone, Christine Kuazmick, Jess Filippi, Logan Filippi, Leslie Peterson, Kathy 
Mitchell, Stacy Mills, Brianna Csellak, Larry Laffer, Jennifer Sorensen, Raedyn 
Sorensen, Laura McDermott, Nate McDermott, Erik Sorensen, Kari Sorensen, 
Miriam Durrie-Kirsch, Dani Kirsch, Sammy Kirsch, David Friel, Melanie Lindgren, 
Hannah Saltman, Paige Pensivy, Christina Healy, Alison Norman, Bethany Dream, 
.................................................................................Tariq Mieres, Brenda Miyamoto
Strike Crew ..................................Alison Norman, Bethany Dream, Brendan Lynch, 
Brianna Csellak, Brittany Campbell, Chris Lanz, Chris Robinson, Christina Healey, 
David Friel, Devery Holmes, Elena Mills, Gary Saxer, Hannah Saltman, Jennifer 
Sorensen, John Holroyd, John Wallis, Larry Laffer, Lee Marks, Mark Suarez, Max 
Honigsberg, Mike Mills, Monica Montelongo, Lisa Ingalls, Paige Pensivy, Priscilla 
........................................... Losey, Richie Filippi, Rick Steinberg and Shelley Saxer
Audition Assistants............................................................ Rita McCaffery, Sarah Ely 

New York City and Sweet Apple, Ohio in 1958

The SETTING
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From THE DIRECTOR
We are so thrilled to be putting Bye Bye Birdie on our stage after postponing 
almost two years. It is the perfect musical for this time where we have had to “Put 
on a Happy Face”…and now, have “A Lot of Livin’ To Do!”

Thank you for being here to take this ride with us. When I first came to the theatre, 
my husband (and Musical Director) played Albert in the CPT production in 1991. 
Our dear friend, Scott Mansfield, who passed away right before COVID, was Mr. 
MacAfee and his wife, Jere Mansfield, is our assistant director. It has meant so 
much for us to revisit this incredible show together with the most wonderful cast, 
production team, and crew I could have ever wished for.    

Bye Bye Birdie is a show for everyone. Our incredible cast members span six 
decades and bring to life a time when music, love, and dreams brought generations 
together…without cell phones! So please sit back, relax and give thanks that we 
can celebrate in a theatre again. Enjoy!

- Devery Holmes, Director

ACT 1
Overture – Orchestra
“An English Teacher” – Rosie
“The Telephone Hour” – Teen Chorus
“How Lovely to Be a Woman” – Kim
“Penn Station Transition”/”We Love 
You, Conrad!” – Orchestra/Teen Trio
“Put On a Happy Face” – Albert
“A Healthy, Normal, American Boy” – 
Albert, Rosie, Reporters, Teen Chorus, 
Ensemble
“One Boy” – Kim, Deborah Sue, Alice
“One Boy” (Reprise) – Rosie
“Honestly Sincere” 
– Conrad, Ursula, and Company
“Wounded” 
– Ursula, Deborah Sue, and Margie
“Hymn for a Sunday Evening” 
– The MacAfee Family & Company
“How to Kill a Man” (Ballet) 
– Rosie, Albert, Company
“One Last Kiss” – Conrad & Company
“A Healthy, Normal, American Boy” 
(Reprise, Act One Finale) – Albert and 
The Company

Song BREAKDOWN

ACT 2
Entr’acte
“What Did I Ever See in Him?” 
– Rosie & Kim
“What Did I Ever See in Him?” (Reprise) 
– Rosie
“A Mother Doesn’t Matter Anymore” 
– Mae
“A Lot of Livin’ to Do”
 – Conrad, Kim and Teen Chorus
“Kids” – Mr. and Mrs. MacAfee
“Baby, Talk to Me” 
– Albert and Bar Patrons
“Shriner’s Ballet” (dance) 
– Rosie & Shriners
“Kids” (Reprise) – Randolph, Mr. 
MacAfee, Mrs. MacAfee, and Company
“Lot of Livin’” (Reprise) - Teenagers
“Spanish Rose” - Rosie
“Rosie” – Albert & Rosie
“Bye Bye Birdie” – The Company
Finale – Orchestra
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Meet THE CAST 
Abigail Reeves (Ursula Merkle) is a CPT regular. She loves working 
at the sound board, behind the scenes, behind the table and on 
stage! She’s won the youth achievement Harlequin award. Favorite 
past credits include Cosmo Brown in Singing in the Rain Jr., 
Macbeth in Macbeth, Lucinda in Into The Woods Jr. and was most 
recently Truly Scrumptious in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Jr. at CPT. 
Outside of theatre she loves learning about soil microbiology and 
regenerative farming. “Thank you to the entire cast and crew for 
this opportunity! Much love to the Broadway dads and theatre big 
sisters.” 

Alison Norman (Alice/Teen Chorus) is delighted to make her 
return to the musical stage in this sensational show. She most 
recently performed in Conejo Player’s The Producers and Moorpark 
College’s dance concert Speaking Movement. Dancing since the 
age of three, Alison is so grateful to do what she loves and continue 
to build her career in performance and theatre. Alison currently 
studies production makeup, costume design and dance at Moorpark 
College. She would like to give a special thank you to her parents 
and her best friends for their endless love and support.

Barbara Berent (Mayor’s Wife) This is Barbara’s first appearance 
in community theatre, and she is thrilled to be working with such a 
talented cast. She retired from teaching high school English in 2021 
after 34 years. Now she has time to do all the things her high school 
drama teacher advised her not to do, like sing, dance and act. She 
wants to thank Devery, James and Miriam for all their help and 
support, and she especially wants to thank her husband, Larry, for 
encouraging her to do this.

Bethany Dream (Deborah Sue/Teen Chorus) is a recent graduate 
from AMDA College of the Performing Arts. This is her first 
production at Conejo Players Theatre and definitely won’t be her 
last. She would love to thank her friends and family for coming out 
to watch this wonderful show! Bethany would also love to thank the 
cast and crew for being so welcoming and making this experience 
one she will never forget! “I hope you enjoy the show!”

Brendan Lynch (Albert Peterson) graduated from the University of 
Colorado Boulder with Musical Theatre and Electrical Engineering 
degrees. He appeared in such roles as Gabe in Next to Normal, 
Moritz in Spring Awakening and Tobias in Sweeney Todd. Brendan 
is excited to be doing his second show with Conejo, his first as 
Danny in Baby. During the day, Brendan works as a software 
engineer at Medtronic.
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Brent Ramirez (Conrad Birdie) is so excited to be back on this stage 
with Bye Bye Birdie! He was last seen on the CPT stage in Guys and 
Dolls as Sky Masterson. Other shows include: Trevor Greydon in 
Thoroughly Modern Millie (Studio C), Dan in Next to Normal (Panic! 
Productions) and Chad in All Shook Up both in Simi Valley and 
Hollywood (Studio C). While Brent is not on stage, he is running his 
very own performing arts studio in Thousand Oaks called Born to 
Perform Studio where he is a performance and voice coach. Above 
all else, he is a proud husband to his wife, Adelle, father to two 
amazing boys, Chaisson and Phoenix and his beautiful daughter, 
Ryder. Learn more about Brent online! www.borntoperformstudio.
com and give him a follow on Instagram @brent.ramirez.
Brianna Csellak (Fred/Teen Chorus) is so excited to be in her first 
production at Conejo Players Theatre. You may have seen her in 
other productions at Moorpark College or CSU Channel Islands. She 
wants to thank her family, friends and boyfriend for their love and 
support. “Enjoy the show!” @briannacsellak

Christina (Chrissy) Healey (Gloria Rasputin/Teen Chorus) is 
thrilled to be making her Conejo Players Theatre debut with the 
company of Bye Bye Birdie! Chrissy holds a BFA in Acting from 
Arcadia University and an M.S. in Higher Education from Purdue 
University. She has been acting for over 15 years and has had the 
pleasure of performing all over the country, including at the Walt 
Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida, and internationally with 
the SPACE Theatre in London, England. Recent credits include: 
Theater - Christmas Stories Come Alive (FA Vision Productions); 
Cabaret (Encore! Performing Arts); As You Like It: A Musical (STAGE 
Cast Productions); Barefoot in the Park (STAGE Cast Productions). 
TV and Film - The Curse of Von Dutch (Hulu/The Conlin Company); 
Zippy Ride (Pimont Productions). Chrissy would like to thank the 
entire production team for welcoming her with open arms, her 
parents for always being her number one fans, and her partner Ryan 
for his unconditional love and support of her wildest dreams.
Dani Kirsch (Penelope Anne/Teen Chorus) is so excited to be 
a part of CPT’s Bye Bye Birdie! She’s been a part of shows at 
Conejo since the age of 9 as a performer in The Wizard of Oz, 
Hairspray, Chess and Sweet Charity; as an assistant choreographer 
for West Side Story, Guys and Dolls and The Producers; and as a 
choreographer for Flat Stanley Jr. and Schoolhouse Rock Live! Jr. 
Dani is a dancer who currently trains at California Dance Academy, 
where she recently played Clara in the Nutcracker, and competes 
as a member of the Calabasas Dance Team where she has become 
a WCE national champion. She is excited to spend this summer 
in Las Vegas training with Cirque du Soleil and in New York on a 
Joffrey Ballet scholarship! Dani would like to thank her CPT family 
for offering such a fun and supportive environment over the years, 
as well as her family and friends, especially her little brother Sammy 
(who is sharing the stage playing Randolph in this production).
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David Friel (Mr. Mayor) has been performing in Ventura and Santa 
Barbara counties since Cabrillo Music Theatre’s 1990’s Hello Dolly 
(waiter). Some of his favorite performances were in Jesus Christ 
Superstar, West Side Story, Man of La Mancha, Guys and Dolls and 
Mamma Mia! David would like to thank Devery and the production 
team for casting him among a very talented cast. He couldn’t be 
happier to be returning to Conejo Players!

Emily Faye Hare (Mrs. Merkle) is thrilled to finally be returning to 
the stage in CPT’s Bye Bye Birdie, after a long acting hiatus. Her 
last time on stage was before she received her bachelor’s in Theater 
Arts at CLU. She has spent the past decade working behind the 
scenes with the Young Artists Ensemble and helping manage Young 
Artists Forever. Emily has worn many hats in the theatre, ranging 
from directing, stage managing and just about every crew position 
in between. Favorite shows worked include Chamber Music, The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Carrie, Jesus Christ 
Superstar, The Little Mermaid, Cabaret, Seussical and Aladdin, Jr. 
When not at the theater, Emily spends her time ballroom dancing 
and teaching special education. Thank you to everyone who came 
to support her!

Eve Kiefer (Mae Peterson) While Eve has spent a lot of her time 
at CPT up in the light booth or behind the sound board, she is 
thrilled beyond belief to be able to tackle her dream role of Mae 
Peterson. She has wanted this part since she played a teenager in a 
production of Bye Bye Birdie in 1989. Some of Eve’s favorite shows 
she has performed have been CPT’s Harvey and Damn Yankees, 
Level’s The Pajama Game and TACIT’s Working and Oliver. Eve 
would like to thank Devery for guiding her and allowing her to work 
with this enormously talented, cast and to the production staff for 
all that they do. She would also like to thank Brent for all of his help. 
Eve loves and thanks her family, blood related and not, for always 
being so supportive.

Francis Cabison (Guitar Guy/Teen Chorus/Ensemble) is honestly 
sincere when he says he feels brave, eager and strangely humbled 
to be returning to live theatre once again. Performing makes him 
come alive and he’s got a lot of livin’ to do. Past credits include: 
Male Leads who overact, sing too much then die; Male Leads who 
sing two songs, kiss the girl then die; Supporting roles that provide 
dramatic/comedic relief, sing a little and then die; Supporting roles 
who die but come back to sing a reprise; Male Ensemble; Teen 
Male Ensemble; Male Dance Ensemble; Teen Male Dance Ensemble; 
Ensemble Ensemble; Men’s chorus, Teen Men’s chorus and he was 
also once featured as a highlighted soloist in a workshop production 
of Silence of the Men’s Chorus Abridged. His favorite “rolls” include 
the Tiger, the O.M.G. and the Dynamite Roll. He’d like to thank CPT 
and the amazing cast and crew for all the hard work to create the 
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opportunity for us to come together and be a part of this wonderful 
production. He’d also like to thank his smokin’ hot wife, two swell 
kids, mom, dad, sister, Ed Sullivan, and his wife’s four cats and 
bird for their unconditional love and support. Finally, he’d like to 
dedicate this show to his grandmother who has always been his 
biggest fan. Even though she isn’t in the audience he knows she’s 
watching from the orchestra seats in heaven. In the style of music 
and lyrics by Jonathan Larsen - “No Day but Today.”

Gary Saxer (Maude/Ensemble) has been performing in the Conejo 
Valley for over 40 years. At Conejo Players recently he’s been in 
the ensemble of Sweeney Todd, Molokov in Chess, J.B. Bigley in 
How to Succeed..., and Chauvelin in The Scarlet Pimpernel. He is 
an Honorary Life Member. He has also appeared in Cabrillo Music 
Theatre (now 5-Star Theatricals) productions such as Ragtime, The 
Music Man and 1776. At the Hillcrest Center he’s appeared in most 
of the Ventura County Gilbert & Sullivan Repertoire Company’s 
productions singing patter songs. He’s delighted to be on this stage 
again with his daughter, Jennifer Sorensen, and for the first time, 
with his granddaughter Raedyn. The first time with Jennifer was 40 
years ago in The Music Man when he met her mother, Shelley (who 
is one of the Music Directors for this show.) Gary has rarely needed 
anyone to sing him encouragement to “Talk to Her.”

Hannah Saltman (Kim MacAfee) could not be more thrilled to 
be a part of Conejo Players’ Bye Bye Birdie! Although she has 
managed to keep theatre in her life, this show is the first of a 
long-awaited return to the stage. Past credits include Ariel in The 
Little Mermaid, Sandy in Grease, Yum-Yum in The Mikado and 
Ariel Moore in Footloose. For the past few years, she has held 
onto her love of theatre through performing in virtual productions, 
singing in cabarets and teaching musical theatre courses to children 
online. Hannah would like to thank the entire production team for 
bringing this show to life. Bye Bye Birdie would simply not have 
been possible without those behind the scenes, from the costumes, 
sets, and props to the sound, lighting, stage management and 
direction. She would especially like to thank Devery and Jim, for 
opening up their home, treating everyone as a part of the family 
and for pushing the cast to be the best that they could be; Miriam, 
for having the strongest vision that Hannah has ever experienced 
in a choreographer; and James and Priscilla, for wearing many hats 
throughout the process and putting this show into motion. She is 
incredibly grateful for this experience and thanks you all for the 
opportunity. Lastly, she would like to thank her family for being 
her biggest cheerleaders no matter the endeavor, investing just as 
much in her success as she has, if not more.
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Jared Price (Conrad Birdie) is thrilled to be stepping into the 
role of Conrad Birdie for tonight’s show! Regional: Big Fish (Will 
Bloom), West Side Story (Diesel). Selected: Daddy Long Legs 
(Jervis), Heathers (JD, Broadway World LA Award for Lead Actor 
in a Musical), Mamma Mia (Sky), The Fantasticks (Matt), The Polar 
Express (Warner Bros.), The 25th Annual...Spelling Bee (Coneybear). 
Voiceover: Dynasty Warriors 9. BM in Vocal Performance, Cal. State 
Northridge. So much love and appreciation to the Bye Bye Birdie 
team, Jim and MTA, Brent and BTPS, Carissa, and my amazing 
family and friends for their endless love and support.

Jennifer Sorensen (Mrs. MacAfee) is a TK teacher at Red Oak 
Elementary in Oak Park and has grown up performing across the 
Conejo Valley and beyond. She and her mother, Shelley Saxer, 
met her stepfather Gary when they were all cast in The Music Man 
here at CPT. Her three amazing sisters, Robyn, Randi and Jonalyn, 
joined the family in their own time. Some of Jennifer’s favorite roles 
include Luisa in The Fantasticks, Rosa Bud in The Mystery of
Edwin Drood, Laurey in Oklahoma! and Shirley Markowitz in The 
Producers. This is Jennifer’s return to CPT after COVID ended their 
run of The Producers after only four performances. This show is a 
family affair for Jenn and she is excited to share the stage with
her dad, Gary Saxer, her daughter, Raedyn, and her former third 
grade student, Hannah Saltman. Her oldest daughter, Kari, loves 
being on stage, but she’s too busy with softball! Jenn also loved 
working with her mom as Music Director and her husband, Erik, has 
provided his expertise with projection design.

John David Wallis (Mr. MacAfee) is a Glendale native, a certified 
massage therapist and a graduate of UC Santa Barbara with a BFA 
in Theater. This is his 4th production at Conejo Players Theatre, 
where he has performed as Sweeney Todd in Sweeney Todd, Sir 
Galahad in Spamalot and Roger De Bris in The Producers. He has 
performed all over Southern California in roles including Lord 
Oakleigh in Anything Goes, Max in The Andrews Brothers, Charlie 
in Annie Get Your Gun, Mr. Gatch in How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying, Stewpot in South Pacific, Jacey in The Music 
Man, Frederick in Young Frankenstein, Mr. Mushnik in Little Shop of 
Horrors, Sky Masterson in Guys and Dolls.

Jonathan Bubis (Conrad Birdie) first found his penchant for the 
theatrical at age three, when his parents discovered him imitating 
Bert and the penguins by pulling down his pants and waddling 
along to “It’s a Jolly Holiday with Mary.” He went through his 
costumes phase, dressing up like Peter Pan, Bernando or Steve 
Urkel, then started experimenting with impersonations, recreating 
the likes of Ace Ventura and Austin Powers in the middle of 
his school day. Finally, as a tween, he found his home at the 
Northwoods Repertory Theater (a.k.a. Camp Ramah in Wisconsin), 
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where he starred in such musicals as The Little Mermaid (Chef), 
Joseph....Dreamcoat (Pharaoh) and The Pirates of Penzance (Pirate 
King), and later served as a director for seven summers in a row, 
directing shows such as Fame, Hair and Les Miserables. Jonathan 
is now a Rabbi, teacher, composer and performing artist with a 
passion for music, theatre and text. He is currently on the Jewish 
Studies faculty of De Toledo High School in Los Angeles. Immense 
gratitude to Becca for encouraging Jonathan to fulfill his life-long 
dream of being Conrad (even with two small children at home) and 
to his family for spending many an evening helping take care of the 
littles while he was at rehearsal! Here’s to families instilling a love 
for musicals, from generation to generation.

Kristina Reyes (Rose “Rosie” Alvarez) is elated to be part of this 
talented cast and crew! She was recently seen as Miss Honey in 
High Street’s production of Matilda. Past credits include Kim in 
Miss Saigon, Emma in Jekyll and Hyde, Christmas Eve in Avenue Q, 
Mrs. Segstrom in A Little Night Music, Tuptim in The King and I and 
Margaret in Manzanar, the touring school musical production for 
East West Players. “Thank you to my family for helping me through 
rehearsals and scheduling. These performances are dedicated to my 
late Auntie Carol and my mentor Rozsa Horvath, two very strong 
women who taught me life lessons and who will always have a piece 
of my heart.”

Larry Laffer (Ensemble) is thrilled to be a part of his first CPT 
production. In his non-theatrical life, he is a local real estate agent 
and musician which is not nearly as much fun. Big thanks to Dev, Jim 
and the whole cast and crew for putting up with a rookie, and his 
wife, Susie, for all the support.

Logan Filippi (Randolph) is delighted to be performing again with 
the Conejo Players and is so excited to finally perform on the 
theater’s iconic stage. He is grateful to his family for supporting 
him and is so thankful to the cast, crew, and everyone who comes 
to see the play! Past credits include Schoolhouse Rock Live! Jr., A 
Midsummer Camp’s Dream, Flat Stanley and Disney’s Frozen Jr.

Mark Suarez (Stage Manager/Mr. Johnson/Ensemble) has been 
involved with Conejo Players, nearly continuously, since 2018. Most 
recently, he directed this season’s opening production of Harvey. 
With his background in modern dance and his preference for black 
box theaters, he directed the actors to pursue a more naturalistic 
form of interaction without the usual concern for facing forward. 
This approach required the actors to explore physical expression. 
Outside of Conejo Players Theatre, Mark produces his own pieces 
and new works by other playwrights. This summer, Mark will 
produce staged readings at the Hollywood Fringe Festival through 
Seditious Apostate Theatre Company, LLC, of which he is the owner 
and artistic director.
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Monica Montelongo (Phyllis/Ensemble) is a statistical scientist by 
day, a musical theatre enthusiast by night, and a momma 525,600 
minutes a year. This is Monica’s first performance in community 
theatre after having participated in her high school senior musical, 
West Side Story. Since then, she acted as an extra on CBS’s 
television series Hawaii 5-0 and Magnum PI. Monica finds passion 
in musical theatre and hopes to further her involvement in years to 
come.

Paige Pensivy (Teen Chorus Swing) is excited to be back at Conejo 
Players Theatre playing Teen Girl/Swing. Paige first came to Conejo 
for their production of The Producers. Although it only had opening 
weekend, the friends and memories she was a part of made her 
excited to return to the stage post pandemic. Paige has recently 
been a part of productions such as West Side Story, The Drowsy 
Chaperone, Spring Awakening and Oklahoma! Outside of the 
theatre, Paige can either be seen at the beach or playing with her 
dog, Otter. Paige is thankful to the cast and crew for being so lovely 
and to Miriam for tap dances that allow Paige to put on a “Happy 
Face!”

Peter Umipig (Harvey/Teen Chorus) loves to entertain and make 
people laugh. He has performed in many musicals, including Flat 
Stanley Jr., Schoolhouse Rock Live! Jr., Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 
Jr., Peter Pan and The Phantom Tollbooth Jr. Peter also sings with 
several choral groups and competes in musical theatre competitions 
with Born to Perform. He plays piano and cello, most recently with 
the Junior High All-State Orchestra. Peter is an enthusiastic video 
gamer in his spare time. He would like to thank his Bye Bye Birdie 
family for helping him grow as a performer. Come back to watch 
Peter as Albert Peterson in Bye Bye Birdie: Young Performer’s 
Edition opening on April 29.

Raedyn Sorensen (Helen/Teen Chorus) This is Raedyn’s third show 
here at Conejo Players and she’s so excited to be back! She was a 
Munchkin/Lullaby League in The Wizard of Oz and a teen/policeman
in Hairspray Jr. She enjoys singing, color guard, art and playing 
the piano. She’s been honored to perform for two years in Pacific 
Festival Ballet’s The Nutcracker as a China Doll and a cousin of 
Clara. Raedyn is excited to share the stage with her mom and 
MorFar (Grandpa). Be sure to look for her in future productions as 
she’s truly been bitten by the theatre bug!
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Sammy Kirsch (Randolph) is so excited to be playing his first title 
role on the CPT stage. Sammy started at CPT at the age of 7 in The 
Wizard of Oz. He then went on to do Hairspray and Chess. At the 
Theatricum Botanicum he played Thisby in A Midsummer’s Night 
Dream. Sammy is a very dedicated gymnast and plays alto sax in 
the jazz band at his middle school. He would like to thank Devery 
for giving him this opportunity and Jim and Shelley for all of their 
extra help and training. Sammy would also like to thank his family 
but especially his sister Dani (who he is sharing the stage with him 
playing Penelope Anne/Teen Chorus in this production).

Tariq Mieres (Hugo Peabody) recently graduated from Texas State 
University with a BFA in Theatre. This is his first show with Conjeo 
Players and only his second show in California. He most recently 
originated the role of Algernon Moncrieff, in a musical adaptation 
of The Importance of Being Earnest. He would like to thank Devery, 
his cast mates and the rest of the creative team for giving him the 
opportunity to be so free and play in this role. He would also like to 
shout out to his Texas family and friends who may or may not have 
been able to make it this far.
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Meet THE STAFF 
Devery Holmes (Director) is thrilled to be working with this incredible cast, 
crew, and production team.  Devery is an Honorary Lifetime member, a Golden 
Sweatshirt recipient and, most recently, the CPT President. Some of her favorite 
shows to direct at CPT have been West Side Story, The Wizard of Oz, Gypsy, Big: 
The Musical, A Few Good Men and Once Upon a Mattress. Devery wants to thank 
this amazing team in front of and behind the curtain for being such a gift to her and 
this theatre. And special thanks to Jim, her husband, Musical Director, and best 
friend for being her rock!

Priscilla Losey (Producer) is an Honorary Life Member of Conejo Players Theatre, 
a three-time Four Star award winner, and the inaugural recipient of the Gerda 
Fadden Congeniality Award. She has produced, assistant choreographed, made 
costumes, designed props, painted sets, ushered, designed lobby boards, sold 
concessions, and occasionally performed on stage. Some of her favorites include 
Miss Saigon, The Women, Joseph ... Dreamcoat, Children of Eden, Music Man, 
Beauty and the Beast and Cabaret. By day, Priscilla is an event planner and makes 
custom cakes. But the most meaningful and rewarding role she holds is that of wife 
and mommy. She is so thankful to be back in the theater with a live audience after 
two years of shutdown. It has been interesting navigating what theatre looks like 
after a pandemic, but Priscilla has enjoyed this musical journey with Devery, Jim 
and Miriam and treasures this outstanding cast and crew. Much love and thanks to 
Bear, Cubby and to The One who makes all things possible.

Jim Holmes (Music Director) has appeared in many productions on the CPT stage 
including Once Upon a Mattress, Me and My Girl, Teahouse of the August Moon, 
You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown, Evita and Bye Bye Birdie way back when this 
theater did the show in 1991. Jim was Music Director for Gypsy, Baby, Mystery of 
Edwin Drood and West Side Story. Jim is a Lifetime Member of the Conejo Players 
and multi-year Harlequin award winner. Jim and his wife, Director Extraordinaire, 
Devery, live in Agoura and have two kids who both performed on the Conejo stage 
when they were growing up. “We love this theater!!”

Shelley Saxer (Music Director) has been a part of local community theater for 
more than thirty-five years. Her first show with Conejo Players was in 1982, where 
she met her husband, Gary. She is an Honorary Life Member having performed 
and served as Musical Director for several shows. Shelley has performed locally 
with Pacific Festival Ballet, Cabrillo Music Theatre, the Moorpark Melodrama, 
and Horizon Players. For more than ten years, she worked as a volunteer Musical 
Director for the Lindero Canyon Middle School spring musicals, in which three of 
her daughters performed. The Saxer family members, including four daughters, 
two sons-in-law and two granddaughters, have all been part of the CPT family and 
we continue to perform here and across the country. “Special thanks to Jim and 
Devery Holmes for keeping me involved!”
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Miriam Durrie-Kirsch (Choreographer) is more than honored and thrilled to be 
working on this production at CPT, with such an amazing cast and crew. Miriam’s 
early training was as a dancer/singer/actor with her late brother Dan Durrie, Doug 
Caldwell, Stanley Holden, David Howard and Joffrey Ballet training program. 
After graduating from The American Musical and Dramatic Academy she went on 
to perform in many musicals. Favorite roles include Velma in Chicago and Peggy 
in 42nd St. She then spent several years as a teacher/choreographer for award-
winning dance companies and created several ballets for The San Fernando Valley 
Youth Ballet. In 2009, she met Erin Fagundes and was instantly embraced by the 
CPT family where she choreographed and directed several musicals, including the 
Four Star Theatre Alliance award-winning Singin’ in the Rain, Thoroughly Modern 
Millie, Hairspray and Sweet Charity. Many thanks to Devery Holmes for always 
sharing in so many of these theatrical journeys and for her inspiration and creativity. 
So much love to Miriam’s loving, supportive husband, Aaron, and kiddos, Dani and 
Sammy. Also, a big, “Thanks Mom, Dad, and Freddie!”

Rick Steinberg (Set Designer/Construction Head) has been involved with the 
Conejo Players in one way or another since his first adventure in Pipe Dream, way 
back in 1981. He has been seen on stage in a variety of shows and has won awards 
in both Directing and Set Design. He is an Honorary Lifetime Member and multiple 
Harlequin Award recipient. He is also pleased that he is again serving as Executive 
Director of Conejo Players.

Lisa Ingalls (Property Master) This is Lisa’s fourth production sourcing and 
designing props for the Conejo Players Theatre. While Lisa’s background is in 
finance, she has so much fun being part of a theatre production and appreciates the 
opportunity to work with such lovely and talented people!

Robin Rassell (Sound Operator) got involved in the local theatre community as 
a theater mom. Her daughter became involved with CPT in 2017 and over the 
years, Robin has taken the opportunity to get involved behind the scenes. To date, 
she has provided lighting support and sound operation for both main stage and 
children’s productions. When she was younger, she was an avid dancer and piano 
player.

Victoria (Tori) Delachica (Assistant Stage Manager) is 41 years old. She likes 
to sing, write stories, act, dance, hang with friends and karaoke. Tori has been 
active in choir and theatre in church, high school and college. Past theatre credits 
include Assistant Stage Manager, backstage crew, makeup, sound booth, greeter 
and usher. What No Television (mom); Beauty and the Beast (first princess, stage 
crew, makeup, sound booth); Sweeney Todd (Assistant Stage Manager, backstage 
crew, ensemble); Mildred and Gravely’s Crime Caberet (Alice Nelson, helped make 
props). “I’d like to thank my belated mother for supporting me throughout my 
singing, acting and bringing music into my life.”
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Board of DIRECTORS and Theatre MANAGEMENT

NEXT ON THE BOARDS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President .................. Dana Marley-Kolb
Vice President ...................... Elena Mills
Secretary .................................Sarah Ely
Treasurer ............................ Mark Grisez
Business Director ......... Patrick McMinn
Facilities Director .................. Mike Mills
Media Director ................. Robin Rassell 

THEATRE MANAGEMENT
Board Meeting Sponsor ...Beth Dressed
Legal Advisor ............ Jason Kirkpatrick
Box Office Manager ................Sarah Ely 
House Mgr. Coordinator ...... Elena Mills 
House Managers ............Megan Brister, 
.. Patrick Rogers, Elisabeth Kirkpatrick, 
....................Dona Pugh, Erin Fagundes,  
....................... Carla Ames, Ken Endress
.................... Jess Filippi, Danielle Romo 
Snack Bar Coordinator .....Jim Bukowski 

Front-of-House Coordinator . Eve Kiefer
Front-of-House Coordinator (Thurs.) ......
....................................... Sharon Caswell
Usher Coordinator (Youth Shows) ...........
........................................ Nikki Dossman
Archivist ..................................Mike Mills
Costume Custodian ..............Beth Eslick
Furniture Custodian ....... Rick Steinberg
Props Custodian ................... John Eslick
Graphic Designer ................. John Eslick 
Pre-Show VO... ..................... John Eslick
Key Master ........................Jim Diderrich
Theatre Ghost .............................. Albert

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Exec. Director ................Rick Steinberg
Exec. Producer ..................... Beth Eslick
Exec. Tech. Director ........ Jeremy Zeller

Director Emeritus..............Dick Johnson


