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Hi Everyone, 
 
I hope you are all well and made the most of this mild weather (mostly) and are enjoying the beau-
tiful autumn colours of both your Bonsai and the street trees around you. Now of course we get hit 
with a wet cold spell. Well - it is almost winter! 
 
I have been looking a lot at the shapes of trees, especially the twists and curves of their branches. 
They can be seen well on dead trees, trees that have lost or are losing their leaves and looking at 
trees with sparse foliage, like gums, against the sky. It gives a lot of insight into how to shape one's 
Bonsai. 
 
Next newsletter we are going to have a theme of Fungi in your Bonsai, garden or nearby - so get 
out your cameras (or check your files) and send me some images of fascinating fungi (including the 
Bonsai it is with) or from your environment. 
 
I hope you are all keeping well. Enjoy your Bonsai, 
Wendy  

NEXT MEETING                     
 

All Meetings Cancelled till Further Notice  
 
Date: 8 pm start  
 

Venue: rear hall,    St John’s Church,     cnr Virginia & Alexander Streets,  
Mt Waverley (Melway ref 70 D1)   

Display Table  
 

Tree of the Month: Autumn Trees 
Style of the Month: Your Choice 
Other Trees - Your Choice 
 
 

Try putting on your own display  
& send us a photo!  

Are you receiving your newsletters in your inbox?   If not, add this address   
newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org  into your contacts list. Then it won't be considered as spam. 

New Club Shirts & Hoodies - See photo below 
Wear our Club T-Shirts with pride! 

Orders will be put in when we get enough. So be patient. 

The Hoodies are medium weight in black & blue with club 
logo, $46 each. See JoAnn next meeting if you want one. 
(or email Zyggy with your size) 



Notes from your Committee  
Please respect our presenters and turn your phones to silent, or off, during meetings. 
 
All Meetings & Events Cancelled till Further Notice 
Unfortunately we have had to cancel all Club activities, Committee & Club meetings, until further notice. 
The Committee may be able to meet in June. 
The Annual show in August has also been cancelled, so we hope we can come back next year bigger & 
better than before. 
When we get the green light to reopen, we will let you all know, & hope you can all return to follow your 
love of Bonsai. 
If any member wishes to ask any questions about the Club, or any Bonsai growing / care information, 
please make contact, & if I cannot give you answer, I will pass it on to someone who can. 
Keep well, Bruce Wensor 
 
Display Table - A new Way for Lockdown 
Why not try putting on your own display at home. Put them on a table with a plain background behind, 
angle them to look good, photograph the display and send the image to: Wendy 
Clark newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org 
 
For When we Return to Meetings 
When we return to normal, we need 2 volunteers for the kitchen each meeting, help to pack up & clean 
the hall, 2 new judges, a backup for Wendy & a member to help in the Library 
 
History of the Bonsai Club 
The club is looking to compile any Bonsai Club history available on us! 
If you have email docs or web info like old newsletters, etc, also any hardcopy info, newsletters etc, 
please let Zyggy or Joanne know. 
Any hard copy data will be scanned and returned so no loss to anyone. 
If you know of someone who may have some history please contact them or let me know so we can. 
 
Newsletter  
If you are not receiving the Bonsai & Garden Club newsletters, of which you are a member also, please let 
Bruce W know, & also if you change any of your details, already advised to the Club. (most important for 
club records) 
New System for Waverley Garden Club Newsletter. The Waverley Garden Club (of which you are a mem-
ber) is sending out their newsletter under a new platform called 'Member Jungle'. It will have more versa-
tility and additional scope for all concerned. It was sent out earlier this month, so if you didn't receive it 
let Bruce know.  
 
Programme Ideas 
If you have any ideas, know a good speaker or have lurking interests (Bonsai related!) please let Bruce A 
know 
 
Member Numbers & Details 
We currently have 104 members which includes life members (we had 105 last year). 
Our Club Mailing list has now been updated so if you are not receiving the Bonsai and the Garden Club 
Newsletters, please let Bruce W know. Also if you have changed any details, let him know also.  
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Brian Sampson’s Bonsai 
book is available at the 
meetings for $15 

BEGINNER'S WORKSHOPS  
Cancelled till further notice  

Articles for Your Enjoyment 

BONSAI POTS:  Part 2              by Joann Merkur 

 
A TREE WITHOUT A POT IS INCOMPLETE 
 
So while the tree is the main focus, it can be destroyed by the use of the wrong pot. Each must complement each 
other. 
Choosing a Pot 
When choosing a pot you have to remember that the guide lines that were put down are just that. They were 
made for the trees of the Japanese. We have so many other species here as well as natives. 
Today different countries are using what suits them and their trees. 
SHOHIN is starting to use glazed pots for everything. 
  
Choose What Looks Right to You 
The most important thing is to have what you feel is correct as you are the one who feeds it waters it and admires 
it every day. It’s your pleasure that needs to be impressed. Not the person who sees it once in a while. 
 
So now comes the COLOUR CHART.           What have we to go on? 
 
TRUNK COLOUR and texture 
LEAF 
CHANGE OF SEASONS 
BERRIES 
FLOWER colour. 
CONTRAST for NON flowering plants 
  
 Which one will be your choice ???????? 
And it is YOUR CHOICE . No one else’s. 
  
MASCULINE vs FEMININE trees. 
Whilst many trees are a combination, look for the dominant feature that you feel will be the focus of your tree. 
Whilst many trees are a combination. Look for the dominant feature that you feel will be the focus of your tree. 
FEMININE will have smooth trunk, smooth bark, light airy canopy and movement in the trunk. 
  
SO WHICH ARE WHICH?? 

 PINES masculine 

 Maples are considered to be feminine , BUT 

 Hawthorns with its gentle curves and gradual taper, sounds feminine 
But, the rough bark ??? 
So a pot with hefty feet and sharp angles is MASCULINE. 
SHALLOW pots with soft lines and decorations are FEMALE. 
DRUM Pots are suitable for both, but most designs of these are masculine. These are pots that look like they have 
rivets on them.  



BONSAI POTS: Part 1   cont’d             by Joann Merkur 

STYLES OF POTS AND PLACEMENT OF TREES 
 
Round pots  Litteratti, tree is best in centre position. 
Lotus pots , Hexagonal , centre is also best 
Square pots not often found, place tree in centre of pot 
Drum same again - centre 
Rectangular pots with sharp edges - off centre with longer right  branch placed to the left and vice 
versa. 
Rectangular with soft curved edges - curved trunked trees off centre. 
Oval Pots -  curved trunk off centre 
4 sided angle pots for Cascades - plant to corner 
Shallow pots - skinny trunked trees look better in these. 
Free hand pots - almost anything goes depending on tree. 
 
I hope this was helpful especially to our newbies . 
Any questions you can email me at:  joannm1@bigpond.com 
or FACEBOOK  “Bonsai pots by joann “  is my page   
                      
ENJOY, 
Joann  

A beautiful pot created by Joann  



      Display Table during                                  
Lockdown 

Please send me some photos of your Bonsai or 
something great you have seen, so we can all 
feast our eyes on something of beauty. We sure 
need it at the moment! 

For next newsletter, we are having a theme of 
fungi in your pots or nearby environment. Please 
send me your photos with as much information 
as you can, to go with it eg. name of your tree if 
it is in the pot or where you found the fungi or if 
it is in your general environment (your garden, 
local park etc). Also any other information you 
might like to add.  
 
Send to: Wendy Clark 
 newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org  

A very unusual free hand pot design  

Here is an image of one native showing the twists and shape of a thin trunk and the other of a 
large Eucalypt, showing the twists of the branches  
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Bonsai Terminology 

SUIBAN  A shallow tray with no drainage holes that is commonly filled with either gravel or water and can house 
rock plantings.  
SPECIES The subdivision of Genus; the second name in Latin nomenclature i.e. Acer PALMATUM. 
The Genus should be written with a capital letter and the species name should be all lower case. It should also be 
written in italics eg Acer palmatum 

Mark's Tree Display  

Mark sent us a photo of his Junipers as they currently are 

These are what the trees above looked like a year ago  





Seasonal Notes 
May 

 

Pests & Diseases 
Keep checking plants for pests and diseases. 
Avoid Pruning deciduous trees because growth spurts can get winter burns when / if frost comes. 
Start to remove any fruit and berries to allow your tree to recover. 
Conifers  
Last growth on some conifers like Junipers and Cryptomerias means one last pinching can be done 
before winter sets in. 
Wires 
Remove wires and let trees rest over winter. 
House Keeping  
Constantly remove all fallen leaves from your benches and pots. As well as keeping the area tidy 
and clean, it removes a potential source and habitat for pests and diseases. Scrub down the 
benches to remove algae and dirt build-ups and disinfect discarded posts. 
Autumn Colour  
You should be starting to enjoy some touches of autumn colour, colourful berries and small fruit on 
your trees. If you don’t have any of these trees in your collection, it is a good time to scout around 
the nurseries and buy one. 

June 

 

It’s the start of Root Rot Season! 
Remember to reduce watering except when we have a prolonged dry spell. If the soil in your bonsai 
pot is constantly wet during winter, root rot may occur – look for signs of leaf dieback and white 
rings on the roots at soils level.  
Pests & Diseases  
Regularly check plants for pests and diseases 
Maintenance 
 Remove any fruit and berries to allow your tree to recover 
Shape Your Tree  
This is a great time of the year to shape your trees. All the leaves have fallen off your deciduous 
trees and you now have the skeletal framework enabling you to see where last season’s excess 
growth has spoilt the tree’s shape or design. Firstly, cut off any dead wood, then re-shape or restyle. 
Fertilizing 
Fertilizing  isn’t required for any dormant trees.  
House Keeping  
Constantly remove all fallen leaves from your benches and pots. As well as keeping the area tidy 
and clean, it removes a potential source and habitat for pests and diseases. 
Visuals 
 You may still be enjoying some touches of autumn leaf colour, colourful berries and small fruit on 
your trees. 



WAVERLEY BONSAI GROUP - PROGRAMME 2020 

The committee is currently working a fantastic line-up for this year's programme and will update as soon it is confirmed 

21 July 
Cancelled 
Display Table Species Flowering  Style Informal and Formal 

18 August 
Cancelled 
Display Table Species Australian Natives  Style Penjing 

15 September 
TBA 
Display Table Species Sakei Landscape  Style Your choice 

20 October 
TBA 
Display Table Species Junipers  Style Your choice 

17 November 
TBA 
Display Table Species Satsuki Azaleas  Style Broom &Informal 
 

15 December 
Christmas break-up,    Topic - TBA 
Display Table Species All types  Style Root over Rock  

21 January 
Workshop Night - Bring your trees & tools  
Display Table Species Any  Style Any 

18 February 
Literati Style in Bonsai by Victor Byrdy 

Display Table Species Figs/ Ficus  Style Groups 

17 March 
Workshop Night 
Display Table Species Maples  Style Group 

21 April 
Cancelled 
Display Table Species Pine trees  Style Informal and Formal 

19 May 
Cancelled 
Display Table Species Autumn Trees  Style Your choice 

16 June 
Cancelled 
Display Table Species Deciduous  Style Informal  

Waverley Bonsai Group 2019–20 annual membership fees: 
Single $30  //  Family $35  //  Student $12 

+ New members pay a one off joining fee of $15 to obtain a club badge 
 

Payment can be made by cash, cheque or Direct Bank Deposit /EFT 

Our mailing address is: 
Waverley Bonsai Group 
P O Box 926 
Mt Waverley, Vic 3149 
Australia 

Copyright © 2020 Waverley Bonsai Group, All rights reserved.  
Hi fellow bonsai enthusiast, you are receiving this awesome newsletter because you are either a Waverley Bonsai 
Group member, or associated with our great club!  

Direct Bank Deposit /EFT: 
Waverley Bonsai Group – Bendigo Bank  
BSB 633 000 Account 161 248 547. 
Include your name as reference & notify Brian Tay-
lor via email of your payment.  

Your Waverley Bonsai Group contacts for 2020 are: 
  

Secretary and General Enquiries: Bruce Wensor 0431 773 446 brucewensor@outlook.com 
President: Bruce Argaet 0417 058 053 shoku_bruce@hotmail.com 
Vice President and Trading Table: Zyggy Reinoga 0404 041 883 vicepresident@waverleybonsaigroup.org 
Treasurer: Brian Taylor bandjt@hotmail.com 
Newsletter Editor: Wendy Clark newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org 
Librarians: Barbara Cheevers and Stuart Caldwell 
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