
Hi Everyone, 
 

Winter is here even though we have had some pleasantly warm days when the sun is out. The rain is most wel-
come, but watch your dormant trees don't get too wet. The lull of winter will disappear in the blink of an eye, so 
start thinking about your next tasks in Spring. 
 

I love looking at the bare branches of deciduous trees against the blue sky or even a dramatic stormy one. Look at 
the growth patterns and shape of the tree. That knowledge will help you design the shapes of your Bonsai. 
 

Please Note: Your Subscriptions are due now. See below for payment options. 
 

Enjoy you Bonsai!  

Waverley Bonsai Group 
Waverley Garden Club Bonsai Group Inc. 

 

July 2019 

NEXT MEETING                    Tues 16th July 
 

Topic:   Pre-Show Workshop 
Bring your trees to work on and get them ready for the show. 
Our knowledgeable members will help you make decisions and/or give ad-
vice  

Date: Tuesday 16th July 2019    8 pm start  
 

Venue: rear hall,    St John’s Church,     cnr Virginia & Alexander Streets,  
Mt Waverley (Melway ref 70 D1)   

Display Table  
 

Tree of the Month: Flowering Trees 
Style of the Month: Informal & Formal 
Other Trees - Your Choice 
 

Supper Roster:  
 

Barb Cheevers 
a volunteer 

Are you receiving your newsletters in 
your inbox?  
If not, add this address  
newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org   
into your contacts list. Then it won't be 
considered as spam. 

Brian Sampson’s Bonsai book is available at 
the meetings for $50 



Notes from your Committee  
 
Please respect our presenters and turn your phones to silent, or off, during our meetings. 
 

Display Table 
Please bring along your trees for the display table. Not only is it great for all of us to see and admire, but you  earn 
points for the annual awards. 
 

Our Annual Bonsai Show 

August 10 - 11th  
We hope to have over 100 trees on display, so please make sure you enter at least one tree (that includes the nov-
ices!!). Start selecting them & preparing them now. 
We will need help at the show and on Friday - set up day, so please make some time to help. Even a couple of 
hours would be most welcome. A roster will be circulated at the meeting. 
If you are displaying and have any queries, please contact Zyggy. 
Our show is advertised far and wide, so we normally have a good attendance. We need all members to show 
plants, help during the show, set up & pull down the displays & have a good weekend with fellow members as 
well. It needs to be a team effort. 
Show Workshops 
There will be workshops during the show 
Tony Bebb from interstate will be our instructor 
Cost $50 for a 3 hr session 
Please book if you wish to attend 
Raffle Tickets Don't forget to get your book of raffle tickets to sell. 

Shows and Events 
August 10 - 11th   Our Annual Show 
August 23rd - 25th  OSCOV Orchid Show at Skye (Our club will have a stand of Bonsai there) 
 

Programme Ideas 
If you have any ideas, know a good speaker or have lurking interests (Bonsai related!) please let Bruce A know 
 

Talks & Demonstrations at Other Groups 
Bruce & Bruce still have 1 booking for this year to give demonstrations at other clubs 
If you know of any clubs that would like a talk from us, please let Bruce know.  
 

Banking 
Please note that the club has changed banks. We are now with the Bendigo Bank (BSB: 633 000 ACCOUNT: 161 248 
547) Please continue to notify our treasurer Brian Taylor of any deposits. 
 

Subscriptions Due Now 
Subscriptions are due on 1st July each year. 
Please wait till July to pay and then pay promptly (for accounting reasons) 
family $35   single $30 
 

Can we make 100? Yes we have! 
We have reached 100 members for the year so far. Hooray! This includes Life Members with 3 pending.  

BEGINNER'S WORKSHOPS  
This month's Workshop will be held at 

Bruce Argaet's place 
 

Sat 20th July   1 - 4pm 
Please let him know if you can come. 

This is a great opportunity to help 
you prepare your trees for the show  



Last Meeting 
 
A Night with Dave Allen 
Dave from the Bendigo Bonsai Club talked about selecting and growing and shaping branches on your Bonsai with 
the aim of making the tree look old. 
He used plum trees which had a thick trunk from being a rescued tree, as an illustration. Plum Trees put out a lot 
of tall straight whippy branches which they grow rapidly each year. 
He showed us his selection criteria and then the wiring and bending process to mimic an old tree. 
He also showed us a technique for having an anchor point when you have a single branch to wire. He put a screw 
into the trunk. 
David’s talk was very informative and inspiring. He was generous with his time and knowledge. 
Thank you David  



New Club Shirts & Hoodies - See photo below 
 

Wear our Club T-Shirts with pride! 

Orders will be put in when we get enough. So be patient. 

The Hoodies are medium weight in black & blue with 
club logo, $46 each. See JoAnn next meeting if you 
want one. (or email Zyggy with your size) 

Bonsai Terminology 

GENUS The name given to a group of plants that have a common feature- the first part of a plants Latin name i.e. 
ACER palmatum.  

Last Meeting 



Display Table  



Display Table  



Display Table  



Seasonal Notes 
July 
Shape & Redesign  

 Autumn to winter is an excellent time to shape, re-style and re-design any of your trees, especially with deciduous trees. The bare branches 

allow you to see your tree’s framework and any defects. 

The Visuals 

 Good time to go rock collecting. Spend time making your display area more attractive; re-position your trees and/or build or repair shelves. 

Tree Health 

Move trees into sunnier positions as required. Reduce watering and only water in the mornings AS NEEDED as this reduces the likelihood of 

root rot. Also allow soil to dry out between watering. Remove excessive moss to improve air circulation and drainage. Retain excess moss in 

a seed tray for later use. 

Records 

Excellent time to update your records. 

Think Ahead  

Prepare or obtain your soil in preparation for the potting up season. Obtain pots that you will require for when you pot your plants into bonsai 

pots. 

Maintenance  

Clear away dead leaves and debris from your pots and regularly check trees for fungus and insect attack. 

Frost Protection 

 Move trees that require protection from frost and cold to more sheltered areas. 

August 
This is a busy time of the bonsai year, as trees are root pruned and re-potted before the buds burst. 

Prepare for potting by sorting your pots; ensure they are clean, choose which pots to use for which trees. 

Best Times to Re-pot 

For deciduous trees, the ideal time for re-potting is when the leaf buds start swelling but are not yet opened into new leaves. Maples devel-

op new growth very quickly. Mulberries and Liquidambers are usually very early in sending out new shoots; Zelkovas and Beeches later. 

Cedars, spruces and pines tend to be early; Cryptomerias later. 

Most blossoming and fruiting trees are best potted after flowering, but sometimes leaves emerge during the flowering period – repot be-

fore leaves emerge, even if during flowering. Use the swelling of new buds as a guide to ideal potting times. 

Some variations: Cotoneaster late spring to summer. Flowering Quince best in autumn. 

Other Trees 

Chinese Elm may be root pruned later 

Figs late spring (October to February) 

Azalea spring, after flowering 

Eucalypts summer 

Serissa later in spring 

Juniper anytime 

Plants that have been re-potted should not be fertilized for about 4-6 weeks and I usually place the plant in a sheltered area for most of 

that period of time. 

Root Pruning 

Most deciduous trees can withstand quite drastic cutting of roots and even bare-rooting.  

Warning - Beech, Hornbeam, Oak and Conifers should not be bare-rooted as they have mycorrhiza (a beneficial fungi) on their root sys-

tems. 

Trees are generally top-pruned in conjunction with root pruning. 

When to Fertilize 

Do not fertilise directly after root pruning and potting trees, as this may burn roots. Start fertilising these trees once they have recovered from 

the re-potting and are growing strongly again. This can vary from a month after re-potting or until late summer. 

Trees that have not been root pruned can be fertilized with a weak solution as soon as new buds burst and leaves begin to unfold. 

Wait a Bit to Wire 

After re-potting, wait a few weeks before attempting to wire a tree, to avoid damaging fine roots just emerging. Do not wire new shoots until 

the wood begins to harden. 

Watering 

Deciduous trees may need more water as they come into new growth, so adjust watering. Water thoroughly but do not over water. 



WAVERLEY BONSAI GROUP - PROGRAMME 2019 

The committee is currently working a fantastic line-up for this year's programme and will update as soon it is confirmed 

16 July 
Pre-show workshop 
Display Table Species Flowering  Style Informal and Formal 

20 August 
AGM 
Display Table Species Australian Natives  Style Penjing 

17 September 
TBA 
Display Table Species Sakei Landscape  Style Your choice 

15 October 
TBA 
Display Table Species Junipers  Style Your choice 

19 November 
TBA 
Display Table Species Satsuki Azaleas  Style Broom &Informal 
 

17 December 
Christmas break-up, various topics by committee members 

15 January 
Club members speaking on various aspects of bonsai 
Display Table Species Any  Style Any 

19 February 
Bonsai Forests 
Display Table Species Figs/ Ficus  Style Groups 

19 March 
Workshop Night 
Display Table Species Maples  Style Group 

16 April 
Brenda Parker 
Display Table Species Pine trees  Style Informal and Formal 

21 May 
Workshop 
Display Table Species Autumn Trees  Style Your choice 

18 June 
David Allen from Bendigo Bonsai Club 
Display Table Species Deciduous  Style Informal  

Waverley Bonsai Group 2018–19 annual membership fees: 
Single $30  //  Family $35  //  Student $12 

+ New members pay a one off joining fee of $15 to obtain a club badge 
 

Payment can be made by cash, cheque or Direct Bank Deposit /EFT Our mailing address is: 
Waverley Bonsai Group 
P O Box 926 
Mt Waverley, Vic 3149 
Australia 

Copyright © 2019 Waverley Bonsai Group, All rights reserved.  
Hi fellow bonsai enthusiast, you are receiving this awesome newsletter because you are either a Waverley Bonsai 
Group member, or associated with our great club!  

Annual Show - August 10 - 11th 

Direct Bank Deposit /EFT: 
Waverley Bonsai Group – Bendigo Bank  
BSB 633 000 Account 161 248 547. 
Include your name as reference & notify Brian Tay-
lor via email of your payment.  

Your Waverley Bonsai Group contacts for 2019 are: 

  

Secretary and General Enquiries: Bruce Wensor 0431 773 446 brucewensor@outlook.com 
President: Bruce Argaet 0417 058 053 shoku_bruce@hotmail.com 
Vice President and Trading Table: Zyggy Reinoga 0404 041 883 vicepresident@waverleybonsaigroup.org 
Treasurer: Brian Taylor bandjt@hotmail.com 
Newsletter Editor: Wendy Clark newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org 
Librarians: Barbara Cheevers and Stuart Caldwell 
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