
Hi Everyone, 
 

Despite the cooler weather most times, it is still very dry. Your plants are probably having an Autumn growth spurt 
before the cooler weather and for some - dormancy kicks in. Watch your water levels it is still very dry! 
Hopefully the very hot weather is behind us and you haven't got too many scorched trees.  

Waverley Bonsai Group 
Waverley Garden Club Bonsai Group Inc. 
 
           March 2019 

NEXT MEETING                    Tues 19th March 
 

Workshop Night 
Bring along your trees, tools & wire so you can work on them during the 
meeting as well as get advice and tips from our senior members. 
It is also good to see what other people are working on.  

Date: Tuesday 19th March 2019    8 pm start  
 

Venue: rear hall,    St John’s Church,     cnr Virginia & Alexander Streets,  
Mt Waverley (Melway ref 70 D1)   

Display Table  
 

Tree of the Month: Maples 
Style of the Month: Groups 
Other Trees - Your Choice 
 

Supper Roster:  
 

Jan Leamon 
Ken Woolvern  

A Good Way to Remember the Valuable Information 
from Speakers at the Meeting 

Taking notes at the meeting is good, but if you don't re read them, or 
use the info, it is easy to forget what you learnt - no matter how good, 
useful or relevant the information.  
 
Now if you were to write it up and send it in for the newsletter meeting 
report, you would remember and possibly use more of that infor-
mation. If you are able to do this for even one meeting it would help a 
great deal. 
 
Please contact Wendy via email. newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org 

Are you receiving your newsletters in 
your inbox?  
If not, add this address  
newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org   
into your contacts list. Then it won't be 
considered as spam. 



Notes from your Committee  
Please respect our presenters and turn your phones to silent, or off, during our meetings. 
 

Display Table 
Please bring along your trees for the display table. Not only is it great for all of us to see and admire, but you  earn 
points for the annual awards. 
 

Last Years Display Table Winners 
Congratulations to the following members: 
Novice - Percy Vatsaloo 
Intermediate - David Hurwitz 
Open - Jeff Merriel 
Percy & David move up one level. Jeff can only win the Open Section 3 times! 
 
Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show (MIFGS) 27th - 31st March 
Once again we have displays in the hanging basket competition and a display in the main area as well. It is well 
worth going to see, so don't miss it 
Location: Exhibition Buildings in Carlton Gardens - an easy walk from Parliament Station  
 

Programme Ideas 
If you have any ideas, know a good speaker or have lurking interests (Bonsai related!) please let Bruce A know 
 
Talks & Demonstrations at Other Groups 
Bruce & Bruce have 5 outside bookings for talks this year. They have also received invitations to display at the Jap-
anese Festival in Box Hill & the Victorian Orchid Show, which are both big shows worth attending. If you know of 
any clubs that would like a talk from us, please let Bruce know.  
 

Banking 
Please note that the club has changed banks. We are now with the Bendigo Bank (BSB: 633 000 ACCOUNT: 161 248 
547) Please continue to notify our treasurer Brian Taylor of any deposits. 
 

Subscriptions 
Subscriptions are due on 1st July each year. 
We currently have 99 members which include our Life Members after the subscriptions were all sorted out. 
Can we make 100? 
It would be great to get to the 100 mark - so tell likely candidates how good our club is and invite them along.  

BEGINNER'S WORKSHOPS  

No workshop due to  
MIFGS garden Show 

Brian Sampson’s Bonsai book 
is available at the meetings 
for $50 



Last Meeting 

 
Some of our more experienced members gave advice and a demonstration on creating Bonsai Forests. 
Bruce Argaet gave us a gem of wisdom, saying he puts a bamboo grid in the bottom of the pot so you can tie the 
plants onto any section of it. 
Joann Mekur makes her own rocks. Muck is a mixture of clay, peat moss & sphagnum. You make it just wet 
enough to hold a shape. You use a coil to hold Muck in and use it as a border, build height or hold rocks in place. 
Joann also suggested you read up on plant habitat so you can duplicate the look in your forest. Forest trees aren't 
groomed to perfection - they look a bit wild. Three trees classifies a forest. Of course, there can be more.  
Mary Robbie talked to us about structure of Maple Forests. You need to make sure you plant it so you keep air 
flowing through it. There can still be problems with rapid growth and crisping of leaves. 

• Have an odd number of trees or too many to count 
• have no two trees in a line 
• Not evenly spaced 

• You could leave a pathway in between the trees 
• Don't have them all the same height and have a major tree that is older & taller 
When soil is tired and root bound - drill a hole & refill with fresh soil. 
When pruning, plant the tops so you can replant in your group if a tree dies. This way you keep the same stock so 
they all look the same.  

Bruce Cowling used wiggly wire and tied plants to it. He aimed to get a mixture of trunk sizes to make it look more 
real. He said you can't shape your trees until you have leaf drop so you can see the form and design. You can defo-
liate occasionally 
To colour Muck - roll soil on the outside.  



New Club Shirts & Hoodies - See photo below 
 

The material is drip dry, wash & wear, non-iron! Cool wearing 
but not clingy! All up price per shirt is $35. with club logo, $46  
Orders accepted anytime from Zyggy at the trading table.   
The Hoodies are medium weight in black or blue  
See JoAnn next meeting if you want one. (or email Zyggy with 
your size) 

Bonsai Terminology 
DECIDUOUS A plant that sheds its leaves each year in Autumn- this can be a broad-leaved or a coniferous tree.  
DEFOLIATION The process of partly or completely removing the leaves of a tree during its summer dormant period 
to induce a crop of finer, smaller leaves which can greatly increase ramification.   

Display Table  

mailto:vicepresident@waverleybonsaigroup.org?subject=WBG%20Club%20Shirts






Seasonal Notes 

March 
 
Check wires on all trees regularly as trunks and branches expand/grow rapidly at this time of year. 
Fertilizer 
The best time to fertilize your bonsai is from early spring to late summer. Look for a fertilizer that has a low Nitro-
gen content to feed to your tree year-round. Use a tomato plant fertilizer as it has the correct blend of ingredients 
to thicken and harden trunks and improve fruit and berries on trees 
Pruning 
Summer pruning is important. Prune for size control. Head back the new growth that has exceeded your preferred 
shape or size. 
Apples and pears, pip fruit, should be summer pruned to encourage the production of fruit spurs, carrying flower 
buds. Pinch back new growth on shoots as early shoots start to grow and elongate. More frequent pinching and 
nipping will promote the development of fine branches and thicker foliage pads. 
Maples grow rapidly and put out long shoots. Pinch back to first pair of leaves. Remove shoots with long inter-
nodes. 
Repotting of natives should be completed by now. 
Water  
With the warmer weather here ensure your plants are obtaining sufficient water…remember to water thoroughly 
and regularly. Remember that deciduous trees come from cooler climate areas and therefore will need shelter 
from the hot burning rays of the summer sun. 
For pines, allow the soil to dry out between watering as this reduces the size of the pine needles.  
Pests & Diseases  
Regularly check plants for pests and diseases. 
Propagation  
Get ready for cuttings of semi-hard wood in Autumn when the tree vitality is good. Use the pruning off-cuts – up to 
100mm max in length to let the roots form in a propagating mix and good sheltered cover. 
 

April 
 
Fertilizers  
As Summer ends and Autumn starts, lower the Nitrogen content in the fertilisers. Tomato plant fertilisers have the 
correct blend of ingredients to thicken and harden trunks and improve fruit and berries on trees, or use a fertilizer 
with lower N, but higher P & K. Remember to water thoroughly. 
Pests & Diseases  
Regularly check plants for pests and diseases. Aphids love the young Camellia and Maple leaves. Kill star weed and 
liverwort with brown vinegar (apply with cotton bud or a fine paint brush) 
Planting in the Ground  
Start to prepare a garden bed, in readiness for when you can plant some of your trees in the ground in a few 
months time 
Autumn Colour  
You should be starting to enjoy some touches of autumn colour, colourful berries and small fruit on your trees. If 
you don’t have any of these trees in your collection, it is a good time to scout around the nurseries and buy one. 
House Keeping  
Remove dead needles on your pines, clean them up generally and cut off any dead wood, this allows more light 
and air to circulate around your tree. 
Inspiration Attend the coming bonsai shows to seek more inspiration. 
Cuttings  
As for last month, the semi-hard wood cuttings are done in Autumn when the tree vitality is good. Use the pruning 
off cuts – up to 100mm max in length to let the roots form in a propagating mix and good sheltered cover. Plant 
them quickly or in water if there’s a delay involved.  



Your Waverley Bonsai Group contacts for 2019 are: 

  

Secretary and General Enquiries: Bruce Wensor 0431 773 446 brucewensor@outlook.com 
President: Bruce Argaet 0417 058 053 shoku_bruce@hotmail.com 

Vice President and Trading Table: Zyggy Reinoga 0404 041 883 vicepresident@waverleybonsaigroup.org 
Treasurer: Brian Taylor bandjt@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: Wendy Clark newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org 
Librarians: Barbara Cheevers and Stuart Caldwell 

 
 

Waverley Bonsai Group 2018–19annual membership fees: 
Single $30  //  Family $35  //  Student $12 

+ 
New members pay a one off joining fee of $15 to obtain a club badge 

 
Payment can be made buy cash, cheque or Direct Bank Deposit /EFT 

 

Direct Bank Deposit /EFT: 
Waverley Bonsai Group – Bendigo Bank  
BSB 633 000 Account 161 248 547. 
Please include your name as the reference and notify Brian Taylor via email of your payment.  

Copyright © 2019 Waverley Bonsai Group, All rights reserved.  
Hi fellow bonsai enthusiast, you are receiving this awesome newsletter because you are either a Waverley Bonsai 
Group member, or associated with our great club!  
 
Our mailing address is: 
Waverley Bonsai Group 
P O Box 926 
Mt Waverley, Vic 3149 
Australia 
 
Add us to your address book  
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