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PhxMQG Lotto Block for September 2021 

 Pieced Pumpkin Block 
For our lotto block:  

2½” squares assorted orange fabrics or other “pumpkin” color 

 You need at least 9 squares but can use 12, 16, 18, 20, 24, 25, or 36 squares 

4: 2½” x 2½” background 

 For the lotto block the background is either solid white or a white-on-white print  

1: 1½” x 2½” stem fabric (brown or green or appropriate) 

2: 2½” x TBD* background fabric  

 *- The length depends on the width of your pumpkin and whether you have added in 1 

or   two leaves 

Optional: for 1-2 leaves: 

 1-2: 2½” x 2½” background 

 1-2: 2½” x 2½” green fabric 

Thread       

Rotary cutter, rulers, and mat 

Iron and pressing surface     

Sewing machine 
 
 

Directions: 
1. Layout out your pumpkin squares in a square or rectangular pattern to represent your pumpkin 

 For example: 3x3, 4x4, 5x5, 3x4, 4x3, 4x5, 5x4, 3x5, 5x3, 3x6, 6x3, 6x6, etc. 

2. Create a half square triangle (HST) on each of the 4 corners of your pumpkin: 

A. Draw a diagonal on the reverse side of each of the four 2½” x 2½” background squares 

B. Layer the corner pumpkin squares with the diagonal lined background squares, right sides 

together (RTS) 

C. Sew along the line you have drawn 

D. Iron one side of the background fabric over the other side 

E. Check that the fabric edges all match along the sides, If not, resew.  

F. Trim the lower pumpkin fabric and background fabric away from the upper background 

fabric to form a 1/4” SA 

See the photos on the next page 
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3. Place the 4 HSTs into your pumpkin layout on the corners with the orange half facing inward and 

the background facing outward 

4. Sew the pumpkin squares together:  

   (Use any method you like; I used these steps:) 

A. Sew the top left square to the square on its right, RST (SA = 1/4”) 

B. Without cutting the thread, sew the next two squares below 

C. Continue until the first two columns are sewn together and then cut the last threads and 

remove as a chained unit 

D. Take the top most square from the third column and sew to the top pair of squares (Do not 

cut threads) 

E. Take the next square from the third column and sew to the second pair 

F. Continue in this fashion until all the pumpkin squares have been sewn together and the 

rows formed are held together by the threads them 

G. Press the seams of the top row to one side, the next row to the other such that the odd 

rows go one direction and the even rows go the opposite. (This allows your next seams to 

nest!) 
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H. Sew your rows together 

I. Press 

5. Cut your two 2½” strips of background to 1” more than half the width of your pumpkin. These are  

generously cut in the length and allow for a slightly off-center stem.  

6. Sew the strips to either side of your stem fabric creating a long 2½ strip (See the option below if 

you are adding 1 or 2 leaves) 

7. Determine the best placement for your stem by sliding the strip left and right. (Off center may be 

better) 

8. Sew the stem strip to the top of your pumpkin 

9. Give a final press 

 
 

Optional Leaves: 

A. Using the same method for creating HSTs (2A-E on the first page) to create one or two leaves 

use one square of leaf fabric and one square of background per leaf 

B. Sew your 1 or 2 optional leaves to either side of the stem fabric, then sew the 2½ background 

strips next to the stem and leaf or the two leaves 

I think having the background fabric next to the stem and the point of the green at the bottom 

looks better, but it’s your choice. .  

 
 

Layout Ideas: 
1. Place your  pumpkins in a single row for table runners and placemats (or wall hanging– 

perhaps with a large sky section and moon, flying witch etc.) 

2. Add background strips to make all the blocks uniform in size and make a lap quilt or larger 

in a grid layout 

3. Add background strips and half blocks to stagger the placement of your pumpkins 

4. Create a “sign” block such as “Pumpkins for Sale” or “Welcome Great  Pumpkin” to add 
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Rebellious Ideas: 

 
1. Use 2 1/2” strips instead of squares to create your pumpkin (vertical may look more pumpkin-

like). Make an “HST” at each end of the outside strips by overlaying the 2 1/2” background 

squares with the ends of the outside strips and sewing down the diagonal. Be sure your 

diagonals are in the correct orientation.  

2. Use any size strip to create your pumpkin (If your outside strips are smaller than 2 1/2”, sew your 

strips together and then create the “HSTs” at the four corners of your pumpkin as described in 

the step above. 

3. Create your pumpkin in a non-pumpkin color   

4. You might consider looking at pieced pumpkin images online. I really like: 

  Pumpkin Fiesta Free Pattern: Robert Kaufman Fabric Company  

5. Create a leaf from a rhombus shape  (see FREE Pumpkin Quilt Block Tutorial | Craftsy ) 

6. Curve piece strips together to form our pumpkin block. You might even curve piece the HSTs to 

round the corners. See the July Lottery Block and start with 3½” or 4” squares. Use only 1 

curved cut not the 2 in the July block 

7. Create a lopsided or slightly deformed pumpkin 

8. Make your pumpkin look like another squash such as summer squash, or zucchini 

9. Make a pumpkin pie block instead? (Hubby would) 

10.  Your own ideas? 

https://www.robertkaufman.com/quilting/quilts_patterns/pumpkin_fiesta_4123/
https://www.craftsy.com/post/pumpkin-quilt-block/#

