
 Prayer of Lament… Call for Transformation and Justice 

Opening Prayer: O Loving God, we come together in prayer having just celebrated the 
Feast of Pentecost. This week we also remember and lament the death of George Floyd 
and his cry, “I can’t breathe.”  On this one- year anniversary, we remember not only 
George Floyd, but all those whose names that are known and unknown, who have lost 
their lives to unjust acts of violence. O God, it is clear that systemic injustices perpetrated 
against people of color in this country make them extremely vulnerable. Breathe your 
Spirit within us so we may be your instruments of justice and peace. We pray for an end 
to racism. We pray to atone for our systemic sin of racism. Let us stand against the racist 
structures of our social systems, and work towards a more just world. Amen. 

Pause in silence for 9 minutes. 

Song: Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace       Lori True 

Reading: Matthew 22: 36-40 

Reflection: Our hearts continue to hold those who mourn, especially today, the family 
and friends of George Floyd.  We pray for all who have lost loved ones to law 
enforcement violence, all those who live in fear, all those whose dignity is threatened. 
The continued killing of  men and women of color; the constant harassment and the 
denial of their rights and dignity, must end. 

Racism is America’s original sin. It is a virus every bit as deadly as COVID-19 that has 
infected our nation since its inception and unless we address it, people of color will 
continue to die and our nation will never heal. Racism, whether  institutional racism 
which privileges some at the expense others or the daily acts of hate and discrimination, 
diminishes us all. It denies the most profound truth that each of us is entitled to dignity 
and respect.  

We ask forgiveness of our sisters and brothers of color; and we pray for our nation’s 
healing. Let us dis- mantle white privilege and rededicate ourselves to building God’s 
beloved community.  



Our Response will be: May your peace and justice prevail. 

We pray for the martyrs whose deaths have challenged our hearts to look at our 
white privilege as a way to enable all persons to be as free as we are in this beloved 
country of ours rest in peace. We pause and remember the lives lost, George Floyd, 
Eric Garner, Breonna Taylor and so many others, we pray… 

We pray for our government and law enforcement officials may God open their 
hearts and hands to be part of developing practical solutions so all persons are 
treated equally under the law, we pray… 

May we grow in our ability to celebrate differences among cultures and races and 
recognize that they are manifestations of God’s beauty and creativity, we pray… 

CSJ Word:  In response to the sin of racism and other evils, we pledge ourselves 
to personal and communal transformation.   

Chapter 2021 Directive: Call to Justice 

Sharing: How do I come? What was stirred in my heart? What touched me from the 
prayer? What is the grace I desire to pray for? 

Our Pledge: 

We pledge to examine our own biases and positions of privilege 
through self-reflection, and earnestly work to resolve them.        
We pledge to live by compassion and be consciously inclusive of all 
individuals. We pledge to affirm the value of diversity.              
We pledge to promote understanding, inclusion, and mutual respect, 
and thus build community within all races, ethnicities and cultures.            
We pledge to continue to transform our institutions into authentically 
anti-racist and anti-oppressive communities of action.              
We pledge to advocate for justice and  equal opportunity for all and so 
help create a beloved community for everyone to share. 

Closing Prayer Together:   
Gracious God, you created within each person on earth the spark of your divine 
life. Differences among cultures and races are multicolored manifestations of Your 
Divine presence. May love, not fear prevail. Inspire each of us in our daily lives to 
discern a just way forward grounded in hope, justice and peace. Amen. 


	Opening Prayer
	Introduction
	Pattern One: Spatial Racism
	Pattern Two: Institutional Racism
	Pattern Three: Environmental Racism
	Pattern Four: Individual Racism
	Gospel Reading: Mt. 22: 34-40 and Luke 10 : 25-27
	Communal Reflection Questions
	Commitment to a particular action
	Closing Prayer



