
           

                                                       

 

 
 
 
 

 

Simply put, this truth means that it is contrary to the will of God to abandon human beings at any point 
from “womb to tomb”. In accord with this statement, the Bishops summarized what the Church declared to 
be unacceptable threats to human life that constitute abandonment.   The list is all-embracing.  The 
magnitude of the abandonment points to acts we recognize as direct and fatal.  These include abortion, 
euthanasia, the destruction of human embryos, assisted suicide, torture, and the direct and intentional 
targeting of non-combatants in war or terrorist attacks.  But the list does not end there. 

A truly pro-life culture does not stop short of reaching into the experiences of one’s entire life span.  A 
pro-life perspective does not reach its highest good if it stops short of the community good.  A pro-life 
perspective does not abide an economy that stops short of being thoroughly life-giving to all.  A pro-life 
stance leans attentively toward those whom others “pass over” with indifference.  A pro-life disposition will 
be deeply sensitive to injustice and will recognize that some people “miss out” on what they need to fulfill 
their God-given destiny only because others “stand in their way” to a flourishing life.   

In recent years, Pope Francis has provided explicit instruction on the many other ways we are called to 
defend, promote and protect the sacredness of life. Consider these excerpts from his pastoral letters and 
general audiences: 

 “Our defense of the innocent unborn needs to be clear, firm and passionate, for at stake is the dignity of 
human life, which is always sacred and demands love for each person, regardless of his or her stage of 
development.  Equally sacred are the lives of the poor, those already born, the destitute, the abandoned 
and the underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm and elderly exposed to covert euthanasia, the victims of 
human trafficking, new forms of slavery, and every form of rejection.”  

“We cannot uphold an ideal of holiness that would ignore injustice in the world where some revel, 
spend with abandon, and live only for the latest consumer good, even as others look on from afar, 
living their entire lives in abject poverty.”  

“We cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in any form and yet claim to defend the 
sacredness of every human life”. 

“Some Catholics consider migration an issue of lesser importance compared to the “grave” 
bioethical questions, but for a Christian, the only proper attitude is to stand in the shoes of our 
brothers and sisters who risk their lives to offer a future to their children”.     

The sense of moral duty promoted with regard to these truths about human life has encouraged people to 
speak of life as a Seamless Garment.   As we continue to examine Spirit-filled voting and prepare 
ourselves for the duty of electing a national leader, the remainder of Teachable Moments will propose the 
Seamless Garment of Life as a kind of “score card” for the political leaders we and others can live with for 
the next four years.  

Remaining Teachable Moments will suggest that voters look for the candidate: 

 whose judgments arise from careful reflection on the complex realities of human existence;  

 who recognizes  how an action or decision will protect or undermine the dignity of the human 
person; 

 who acts with others and through institutions that exist for the benefit of all.  

 

Choosing Life From Womb to Tomb 

Life itself is the most fundamental good and the condition for all 
other goods.   The U.S. Bishops made this statement in their 
pastoral letter entitled “The Gospel of Life” published in 1998.   
                        Read more. 

 

 



 who addresses complex issues through collaborative efforts between public and private sectors 
and across party lines;   

 whose moral compass will not drift from the belief that a constructive end never justifies destructive 
mean         
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Is defense of the unborn clear? 

 seeks to overturn Roe v Wade 

 would increase pregnant women’s access to health care and nutrition 

 addresses maternal mortality, particularly for Black Women 
Are those already born equally sacred? 

  supports families in the tax code and family-friendly work place policies 

 advocates for domestic violence and sexual assault survivors 

 rejects racism, xenophobia; in support of policies that address systemic racism 

 supports Native American tribes’ sovereignty and prosperity 

 opposes discrimination against LGBTQ+ people and disabled people 

 opposes the death penalty 
Are people and families on the economic margins equally sacred? 

 believes housing is a human right 

 supports the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

 would  protect people from predatory financial practices  
Are the sick, disabled, and older adults equally sacred?  

  protects the Affordable Care Act 

 will oppose cuts to and restrictions on Medicaid 

 supports the priorities of the disability community 

 supports the health and well-being of older adults  
Are victims of human trafficking and economic slaver equally sacred?  

 upholds the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act   

 supports raising the minimum wage 

 protects workers’ right to organize 
Is economic equality a fundamental good to be protected? 

 seeks to accurately measure and address poverty 

 supports a just tax code 
Is the situation of migrants to be protected? 

 opposes expanding the U.S. -  Mexico border wall 

 supports DACA protections 

 supports family unity as an immigration policy 

 ensures humane treatment at the border or by other immigration agents 

 extends support to immigrant families in the  U.S. and treats them with respect  

 respects and observes international laws on asylum 
 

  



 
 
  

  
                 

               DONALD TRUMP – MIKE PENCE 
  YES            NO 
               
                
 

 
 
 
 

Is defense of the unborn clear? 

  seeks to overturn Roe v Wade 

  would increase pregnant women’s access to health care and nutrition  

  addresses maternal mortality, particularly for Black Women      

Are those already born equally sacred? 

  supports families in the tax code and family-friendly work place policies 

  advocates for domestic violence and sexual assault survivors 

  rejects racism, xenophobia; supports  policies that address systemic racism 

  supports Native American tribes’ sovereignty and prosperity 

  opposes discrimination against LGBTQ+ people and disabled people 

  opposes the death penalty 
Are people and families on the economic margins equally sacred? 

   believes housing is a human right 

  supports the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

  would protect  people from predatory financial practices  
Are the sick, disabled, and older adults equally sacred?  

 protects the Affordable Care Act 

 will oppose cuts to and restrictions on Medicaid 

 supports the priorities of the disability community 

 supports the health and well-being of older adults  
Are victims of human trafficking and economic slavery equally sacred?  

 upholds the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act 

 supports raising the minimum wage 

 protects workers’ right to organize 
Is economic equality a fundamental good to be protected? 

 seeks to accurately measure and address poverty 

 supports a just tax code 
Is the situation of migrants to be protected? 

 opposes expanding the U.S. -  Mexico border wall 

 supports DACA protections 

 supports family unity as an immigration policy 

 ensures humane treatment at the border or by  immigration agents elsewhere 

 extends support to  immigrant families in the  U.S. and treats them with respect 

 respects and observes international laws on asylum 
 
       

  


