
Thank you, Ryan. Thank you for such an eloquent introduction and most importantly, thank you for your 
friendship. Congratulations to my fellow honorees. It is humbling to stand among all of you this evening.  
 
Congratulations to The Long Island Progressive Coalition (LIPC) for 40 years dedicated to sustainable 
development, local communities, human dignity, and economic, social and racial justice here on Long 
Island.  
 
When I reflected on receiving this award on the 40th anniversary of this organization, I thought about 
what I was doing 40 years ago. I was a college student embarking on my second of volunteer service in 
the mountains of West Virginia. Even when I was just 18 years old, my parents and family supported my 
endeavors and I am grateful to have my family here tonight. It was in the hollows of these mountain that I 
first experienced the cries of powerlessness from a region called Appalachia. And it was here that I 
learned how Sisters of St. Joseph were shining the spotlight on the economic disparities and political 
powerlessness of the people of Appalachia and the exploitation and destruction of the area's natural 
resources. 
 
Tonight, I accept this award in honor of the decades of work of my Sisters, the Sisters of St. Joseph, who 
have worked tirelessly to bring a healing and reconciling love to all through their work in education, health 
care, social justice, spirituality, empowering women, and environmental conservation. As a congregation, 
we have always responded to the needs of the neighbor and the neighborhood and worked to do 
whatever was necessary to meet them. We have given ourselves and our resources to the challenge.  
 
For Sisters of St. Joseph, the concepts of neighbor and neighborhood have special significance. We 
started out in 1650 in Le Puy France being Sisters of the neighborhood; today we are still Sisters of the 
Neighborhood but the neighborhood is Earth, our common home. At this time of planetary degradation 
and aware of the needs of the Long Island bioregion, we have purposely chosen to partner with non-profit 
organizations, activists, businesses, and our elected officials in living out a prophetic vision. This vision 
does not always have a blueprint or a plan, but it has a dream and a hope. It’s a vision that honors the 
pain, the anguish and  
sufferings in our world. It speaks of a future that gives us courage, inspiration and direction. 
 
To my fellow honorees, to all of our partners in ministry, to the Long Island Progressive Coalition, thank 
YOU for giving us courage, inspiration and direction. We might not always agree on the issues but may 
we always  
support each other so that we all have the capacity for envisioning and imagining a radical vision for our 
world. 

 


