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The Witness of the Spirit

“But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, he shall testify of me” (Jn. 15.26).

“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled 
together; and they were all fi lled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of 
God with boldness” (Acts 4.31).



Editorials . . .

Note: Below is a lengthy excerpt from Section I of the Presiding Bishop’s first Annual Address, 
delivered on September 25, 2004. It is reprinted here to accentuate the theme of this issue 

of the Voice of Zion, and also the focus of the upcoming 19th Annual General Assembly and the 
overall vision of Zion Assembly: namely, “to be” the church in truth and spiritual power, not 
merely to claim to be the church. We want to be “The light of the world” and to “Let [our] light 
so shine before men, that they may see [our] good works, and glorify [our] Father which is in 
heaven” (Mt. 5.14, 16).   

        

Section I
Brief Reflection on Our History

I want us to focus on the fact that on April 20, 2004, we opened a new chapter in our history. On that historic 
day, we decided to answer the call of the ancient prophets, who, moved by the Holy Ghost, lifted their voices 
and declared, “Sing, O barren . . . break forth into singing, and cry aloud . . .” (Is. 54.1-2); “Awake, awake 
. . . put on thy beautiful garments . . . Shake thyself from the dust; arise . . . loose thyself from the bands of 
thy neck” (52.1-2). And again, “Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake as in the ancient 
days, in the generations of old” (51.9). Now listen to Christ speak through Solomon to the church: “Rise 
up, my love, my fair one, and come away” (Song 2.10). “Come with me, my bride,” up into the mountains 
(4.8). And again, “Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field” (7.11). Yes, even before that historic day 
in April, we had begun to hear the cry of the Spirit—the voice of God being carried in the wind down to our 
day, saying to this last days Zion, “Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am married unto you: 
and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion” (Jer. 3.14). “Therefore 
the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon 
their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away” (Is. 51.11).

On April 20th of this year, we determined, being inspired by the Spirit, to step out by faith and reaffirm our 
commitment to God and His Word, and to move forward in faith to fulfill all that God had called the church 
to be and to do in the world. Then and there, without fully understanding all that the Spirit was doing within 
us, we set out to restore the prophetic vision of the church and to live our lives by the words of prophecy, 
rather than by the words of men.

These prophetic words of Scripture are exciting! Through them we can see into the next chapter of the church. In this 
chapter, the prophets and apostles speak not merely of a million members, but rather multitudes and multitudes 
which no man can number. And in these multitudes—called out and empowered by the Spirit—every man 
has his own wife, and every woman has her own husband. Nor are any of them bound by tobacco habits, or 
drugs, or “any such thing.” They all are holy and without a blemish! These multitudes are sanctified and filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and “dressed in fine linen.” They shine forth with the light of His glory—“the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee” (Is. 60.1), and walk in the beauty of holiness: and in the grace and power of 
Christian perfection. They are “adorned as a bride for her husband.” Christ, a thousand years before His 
incarnation, saw the bride in this perfect state and declared, “Thou art all fair, my love, there is no spot in 
thee” (Song 4.7). This is the reason Peter, also inspired by the Spirit, admonishes us to “. . . be diligent that ye 
may be found of him . . . without spot, and blameless” (2 Pet. 3.14). Think of it! Found of Him without spot! 
It is plain here that sanctification happens on this side of glorification. Heaven is prepared for those who are 
perfected in His love! John, caught up in the Spirit, said, “And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie . . .” (Rev. 21.27). Christ is going 
to present the church to Himself glorious in holiness: fit to inhabit His Father’s house. Again, John says, “We 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him . . .” (1 Jn. 3.2). The Psalmist also, speaking in the Spirit, 

Cont’d on p. 15
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“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth”

—Acts 1.8
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“Ever learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. 3.7).

 This Scripture is especially directed to 
those who reject true salvation. They have a form 
of godliness, but “deny the power.” Perhaps some 
aren’t as far from this Scripture as they may think.
 I suppose we could mark this generation as 
an “era of intellectuals.” Never before have so many 
had the opportunity to attend college and further 
their education. Higher education is promoted and 
urged today. We feel it is almost mandatory. In 
this complex and complicated world, those with a 
high mental capacity were bound to come forth; of 
necessity, if for no other reason. 
 I’ve heard our people boast and feel, 
seemingly, more secure because our leaders can 
now compare with others in biblical knowledge, 
etc.,—which, of course, they always have, but they 
just didn’t have the credentials from a university to 
show it. At any rate, it appears to me that we are 
relying more on our intellect than on the power of 
God!
 We are warned in the Scripture, “That your 
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in 
the power of God” (1 Cor. 2.5). We are also told that 
His ways are higher than our ways, and past finding 
out. And again, the Scripture teaches that we don’t 
even know how to pray as we ought, “but the Spirit 
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered.”

 A great many Scriptures have come to light 
in recent years. Volumes are being written about 
the books of Daniel and Revelation, each with the 
author’s own interpretation. More people are gaining 
more knowledge. “. . . Many shall run to and fro, 
and knowledge shall be increased” (Dan. 12.4).
 The intelligent and more-educated people are 
finding better and more up-to-date ways of putting 
across programs and doing business for God and 
His church. And, while all of this is good, we must 
let the Lord anoint our spiritual eyes to see this is 
not our goal. If it were necessary, the church could 
go on to perfection without advanced education. 
But it cannot reach the mark without the measure of 
spirituality that is required of God.
 Much of our preaching and teaching is of the 
intellectual sort these days. With our much learning 
we have come to feel that we can do without a real 
anointing from God. And sadly, we are doing without 
it many times. What is being preached is right; the 
sermons have a great deal of information in them; 
yet many times our people aren’t being fed. Why? 
Because only the Holy Ghost can feed the soul of 
man. It takes a preacher and the Word of God, but
“. . . the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to 
feed the church of God . . .” (Acts 20:28).
 Many have slothfully replaced the anointing 
of the Spirit with their knowledge! You may ask, 
“Can’t we have the knowledge and the anointing 
too?” Of course, we can. But too many don’t see 
the need of seeking God for the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost and a message fresh from heaven. It’s 
too easy just to get by on what we know. But it’s an 
insult to our Church of God congregations, who can 
be fed only by Holy Ghost-inspired teaching and 
preaching.
 The Apostle Paul taught if a man had all 
knowledge and could understand all mysteries, but 
had not love, “I am nothing” (1 Cor. 13.2). So is the 
man without the anointing of the Holy Ghost.
 We are admonished by the wise man in a 
proverb to get wisdom. “Wisdom is the principal 
thing; therefore,get wisdom” (Prov. 4.7). I take this 
to mean that “hidden wisdom” Paul referred to in 1 
Cor. 2,6-7, and not the wisdom of this world. This 
wisdom does not come by education or any amount 
of learning, but by the Spirit of God (v. 7). 
 The natural eye has not seen, nor the natural 
ear heard, neither can it enter into the unregenerated 

It Will Take the Power of God

This message first appeared in the White 
Wing Messenger, August 7, 1976. Bishop 
Phillips was pastoring in Farmington, WV 
at that time.

Wade H. Phillips
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heart, but “God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit” (vv. 9-10).
 We must keep in mind that the church’s goal 
in these last days is perfection, measuring to the 
fullness of Christ. This will be done by the ministry. 
(Eph. 4.11-13)
 If we should describe a Christian’s or the 
church’s perfect state, it would not be intelligent, 
knowledgeable, and educated. Rather it would be: 
holy, godly, full of wisdom, and the Holy Ghost—
spiritual things. The Bible describes it as a “glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without 
blemish” (Eph. 5.27).
 The fi re must begin in the pulpit and the 
manifestation of the Holy Ghost in the ministry. 
And it will infi ltrate the church to every member. 
The standard must be heralded high and always put 
to the front as a goal for every member of the fl ock. 
 Paul reminded the Corinthians that he came 
not with “enticing words” or with “excellency of 
speech . . . but in demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power” (1 Cor. 2.1,4). It will take the power of 
God. In fact, the manifestation of false teachers and 
religious systems will be to deny the power. They 
will have a form of godliness. For example, one 
prominent, large, and growing denomination today 
teaches repentance and open confession that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God; also that water baptism 
is essential. But when they are asked about true, 
heartfelt regeneration, divine healing, the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost, speaking in tongues, and the gifts of 
the Spirit, they deny it all!
 I believe the power of God will accompany 
the Church of God in these last days. It will be full of 
the Holy Ghost. This is how many of the other sheep 
will be able to see the church, to a great degree. In 
fact, they are looking for it now.
 Jesus taught, “If I do not the works of my 
Father, believe me not. But if I do, though ye 
believe not me, believe the works: that ye may 
know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I 
in him” (Jn 10.37, 38). In other words, “You don’t 
have to accept Me just because I say I’m  the Son of 
God. But if I do the works of my Father, then you 
must believe.”
 It will take more than just a knowledgeable, 
instructive message for the world to believe, and it 
will take more than just a Scriptural persuasion for the 
“other sheep” to see the Church of God. It will take 

the power of God. It will take signs following them 
that believe. “And they went forth, and preached 
every where, the Lord working with them, and 
confi rming the word with signs following. Amen”
(Mk. 16.20).
 God confi rmed the Word with supernatural 
signs. This was the secret of the early Church’s 
success. No less will suffi  ce today. “And greater 
works than these shall he do, because I go unto my 
Father” (Jn. 14.12).
 Education won’t cast these hordes of demons 
out of lost souls. Intellectualism won’t bring a sinner 
to his knees. Enticing words of man’s wisdom won’t 
expose the devil. All the knowledge you have or 
could get won’t show a lost man his sinful nature 
and his need of God. It will take the illuminating 
power of God. “But ye shall be witnesses . . . after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.”
 With this world groping worse and worse 
in sin and iniquity, with demon possession and the 
Black Arts running sky high, with drug use and 
addiction still climbing, and immorality at an all-
time high, we need the power of God to deliver. 
Many precious souls of our own number need 
deliverance from oppressive spirits and periods of 
depression, sickness, and disease. This deliverance 
won’t come by pastoral counseling. They need a 
spiritual deliverance by the power of God. The 
Scripture says, “They shall lay hands on the sick 
and they shall recover.”
 Why can’t we look out through our 
congregation and see the need and rescue these souls 
before the devil devours them? You can be assured 
of this: if God’s people quit shouting, praising God, 
speaking in tongues, and dancing, and singing in the 
Spirit, “old split-hoof” is lurking in the background 
somewhere.
 Remember, “the joy of the Lord is our 
strength,” and when the joy is full and deep, you 
can’t contain it. There’s going to be some shouting.
 Do you remember the story of when the walls 
of Jericho fell? “So the people shouted when the 
priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, 
when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great shout, that the 
wall fell down fl at, so that the people went up into 
the city, every man straight before him, and they 
took the city” (Josh. 6.20).
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This world needs to see a genuine manifestation of 
the Spirit of God in the midst of the church in these 
last days. It is quite evident that the glory that was 
upon the church at one time has diminished almost 
into a mere memory. At one time, we encouraged 
new converts to go "all the way" in their experience 
in the Lord. The church would help them while they 
"prayed through" to salvation, to sanctification, to 
the baptism with the Holy Ghost, and on to the 
divine revelation of the church—to the "rock of 
revelation" upon which Christ established His 
church (Mt. 16.18). We believed, and were sure, 
that God had sent His Son to this world to save 
the lost, and to set in order His church for the in-
gathering and perfecting of the saints. We were sure 
that He purchased this same church "with His own 
blood" (Acts 20.28), said that He would return for 
it (Jn. 14.3), and that it would become a "glorious 
church not having spot, or wrinkle" (Eph. 5.27). 

Many from the early 1900's to the early 1980's 
believed that God, through the witness and 
revelation of the Spirit, had given them a vision of 
the church of God of the Bible—the same church 
that Christ had purchased nearly 2,000 years before. 
Now, in 2004, many have become entangled in a 
web of confusion, wondering, "Who and what is 
the Church of God," and "Is there actually a visible 
body of Christ?"

Certainly there is an identity crisis that has affected 
the body of Christ in the last 20 years, and this has 
affected our ability to evangelize the world. To 
tell you that I am Zachary Arden Snyder may not 
prove to you convincingly that I am who I say I am, 

particularly in consideration of the many identity 
thefts taking place in the world today. No, I must 
give more substantial proof of my identity; I must 
show my driver's license, credit cards, and possibly 
a passport, a birth certificate, and my social security 
card, to support the claim that I am who I say I am. 
Now, obviously, the church does not have these 
kinds of worldly things to prove her identity, and 
this is why she needs the divine witness of the 
Spirit, in addition to the written Word, to prove her 
identity. As the old saying goes, “The proof is in the 
pudding”!

When Christ came on the scene to start His public 
ministry, John baptized him in the Jordan River. 
Now, John dressed in unusual clothing and practiced 
unusual eating habits, but he was respected as 
a prophet among his followers. The fact that he 
baptized Jesus that day and exalted Him as the 
promised messiah, must have confused his followers. 
Some probably whispered among themselves that 
he was losing his mind, for Jesus (they surmised) 
was merely a carpenter’s son. Yet, they could not 
deny that there was something different about this 
man from Galilee, so much so that He made even 
the heart of John to pulsate with excitement. Thus, 
notwithstanding John’s testimony about Jesus’ 
identity, or even the miracles themselves that He 
performed, did not convince unbelievers that He 
was the Son of God. They needed the witness of the 
Spirit to convict their souls and to fully convince 
them. As a matter of fact, the miracles of Christ had 
been explained by those in opposition to Him to be 
the works of the devil. But notice what took place 
on the day He was baptized. When Jesus came out 

Note: This message was preached in the organizational meeting in Pigeon Forge, TN on April 19, 2004.
It is as relevant now as it was 18 years ago.

The Need for a Divine
       Witness in the Church

Zachary A. Snyder, Mobile, AL
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of the water, the Spirit of the Lord descended upon 
Him, and a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Mt.  3.17).
God, the creator of all things, spoke from His high 
and lofty throne, declaring that Jesus was not just 
any man—that He is, in fact, His Son, the Messiah, 
the Chief Shepherd, the Lion of Judah, the Lamb 
of God, the Advocate, the Alpha and Omega, 
the Amen, the Arm of the Lord, that Blessed 
Hope! Yes, a divine witness overshadowed the 
Son of God.  

Today we have a desperate need for this same 
powerful witness in the church. We are Christ’s 
representatives in this world, but this claim can be 
authenticated only by a heavenly witness of His 
power and glory! It is time that we rid ourselves of 
merely saying we are the body of Christ; we must 
prove it through the manifestation of the Spirit! 
This world needs more than the mere letter of our 
testimony; they need something more than just our 
cursory survey of the church in the Bible: that is, 
they need more than just our eff ort to take them from 
the book of Genesis to the maps and concordance in 
the back of the sacred Book. Certainly, they need 
something more than just a “29 Bible Truths tract” 
pushed at them. Indeed, the world needs to see and 
hear the divine witness of the Spirit in the church 
just as much as the people in the New Testament 
needed it!

It is one thing to know that the church is the disciples 
of Christ banded together under one government, 
and in corporate unity to preserve the Holy Doctrine 
and to perform God’s will upon earth. It is also 
called to evangelize the world with the full gospel, 
to gather God’s people together in one body, and to 
provide ministry for the perfecting of the saints. In 
addition, we should know that the church of God 
must preach the seven-fold message of one Father, 
one Lord, one Spirit, one hope of your calling, one 
doctrine, one baptism (one covenant for all), and 
one church for all. However, embracing these truths 
alone will not prove the identity of the church to a 
lost and dying world. And this may also surprise 
you: that reaching a certain quota of membership 
will not prove the identity of the church; nor having 
a large amount of money in the bank; nor having 

clout with the political community and with well-
known Christian television personalities. So, too, 
advocating love without truth will not prove the 
identity of the church; nor having it all together 
doctrinally. None of these things can take the place 
of having the approval and witness of the head of 
the church, Jesus Christ, and His Spirit in the midst 
of the church.

It seems we have gone so long without His approval 
and witness that we have begun to accept the 
counterfeit in exchange for the genuine. Regretfully, 
due to the lack of divine witness in our evangelism 
eff orts, our eff ectiveness has been diminished. The 
lost have remained unconvinced and unconverted. 
And while an unprecedented amount of growth in 
the church has been reported, it has been subject 
to gossip, lying, backbiting, deception, slander, 
confusion, and a watered-down theology. This 
is the reason the body of Christ must “get its act 
together.” When we begin to once again operate 
under the divine witness of the Spirit, we will 
see a glorious move of a true charismatic, sin-
erasing, devil-chasing, old-fashion, heaven-sent, 
soul-saving, sanctifying, Holy Ghost-sent revival! 
Indeed, this alone will insure our eff ectiveness in 
the harvest and our march toward perfection!

Truly, the lost of this world needs the witness of a 
Spirit-fi lled church, for the church is the “light of 
the world,” a “city . . . set on a hill cannot be hid” 
(Mt. 5.14), and the “pillar and ground of the truth” 
(1 Tim. 3.15) . The youth need a Spirit-fi lled church, 
for it is ordained to be God’s government and 
authority for a generation that has lost its respect for 
God and His Word, and also for its duly authorized 
fi gures—true and faithful elders—who uphold His 
standards. Our blood-bought brothers and sisters in 
the kingdom of God need a Spirit-fi lled church, for 
it is the vehicle through which the Lord will bring 
about the unity and perfection of the saints.

Church of God, let us seek the Lord for this much 
needed witness and approval of the Holy Ghost 
from on high. My soul is crying from deep within 
me, “O breath of God, come and breathe upon your 
church again”!
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Camp Revelation
South Central Region 

THEME:  Finding Your Treasure (Ma�  6.21) 
Twenty-eight campers and 22 staff  from Alabama, Mississippi, and Tennessee 

enjoyed the beau� ful campsite in West Blockton, Alabama the week of June 27 
through July 1st .

Each day began with a devo� on led by the SIT’S (staff  in training) in which they 
encouraged fellow campers to lay up for themselves treasures in heaven. Classes 

taught throughout the week reiterated the camp theme and by evening worship 
service, the campers were eager to worship and were open to receiving God’s blessings.

Regional Overseer, Bishop Zach Snyder, his wife Kari along with the camp musicians 
led wonderful Spirit-fi lled worship each night. We were blessed to have Bishop 

Anton Burne� e as camp evangelist, his wife Grace, and their children.

By the week’s end 9 were saved, 8 sanc� fi ed, 3 Holy Ghost 
bap� zed, 7 healed, and 25 blessed.

Twelve campers were bap� zed following 
Thursday night’s Spirit-fi lled service. To 

God be all glory!
Those Bap� zed
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Bribing the deans . . . 
always a
good idea

Girl Power!

Counselor
in Training

Fun in the Kitchen

    Benefi ts in 
being friends
        with the

              cooks!

     
Smiles are contagious at 

Camp Revela� on

   “A
  merry
       heart
         makes  a
               cheerful
              countenance”

Girl Power!

Life-
 changing
          prayer 
                 & 
                   worship
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Camp Jubilee
Mid-Central Region

THEME:  “Back to the Future”
The focus each day was on end � mes and    

what the Bible tells us about the last days and the coming of the Lord.

Each day began with devo� on and a skit about the day’s topic. Everyone loved the theme! The 
campers really enjoyed the classes as well. Our teachers did such a good job this year. The campers 

were a� en� ve, showed a desire to learn, and par� cipated well in all that was prepared for them.

The food was amazing! Victoria Green and her staff  did an outstanding job in the kitchen. Everyone raved 
about how good the food was. It was so good you almost forgot you were at camp. Thank you Sis. Victoria and 
all the kitchen staff . We couldn’t have camp without you and you made it awesome!

There was a skit performed each night to go along with the service. They were based on the movie “Back 
to the Future.” The campers and staff  loved it! We all got to meet Doc and Marty from the movie.

The highlight of the week were defi nitely the services at night. We experienced a move 
of God in every service. The altar was fi lled every night and some� mes twice. We 

absolutely had a revival! We witnessed what was spoken by the prophet Joel:   
“And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my 

spirit upon all fl esh.” Everyone agreed that what we experienced was 
special. Many of our staff  said they have never seen God move so 

powerfully. It was truly miraculous! The campers will never 
forget this camp because God blessed so greatly. 

“Watch therefore: for ye know not what  
hour your Lord doth come” (Mt. 24.42) Camp Jubilee Directors,

Travis and Kayla Graves

Monday: Decep� on in the Last Days
Tuesday: Revival in the Last Days
Wednesday: The Church in the Last Days
Thursday: Jesus Coming to Rapture
the Church

7 Saved
9 Sanc� fi ed
13 Filled with the 
                 Holy Ghost
14 Bap� zed
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VBSGreenville, SC

From no children to 17! With a children’s program that had been struggling, the 
workers got busy. With inspirati on from the Lord, a team, young and old, went 
throughout the neighborhood with a smile, a Zion cup, and a compelling invitati on. 
With the help of the Lord, they prayed, built props, and put together an exciti ng VBS!

August 7-10, 2022

A
conductor’s
work is
never done

Teaching Moments

South Atlan� c Region

Scripture Races
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“VBS Happy”

A snow
ball fi ght
and other
exciti ng acti viti es

Daily Topics: Jesus’ Power . . .
Helps us do Hard Things (Phil. 4.13)
Gives us Hope (Ps. 31.24)
Makes us Bold (Is. 40.29)
Lets us Live Forever (Rom. 8.11)

Jesus’ Power Pulls us Through
THEME
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Breathrough
    in Tanzania

Muslims Receive the Gospel of Jesus Christ

A great move of God is 
occurring in the church in 
Tanzania. We have seen 
tremendous healings, and 
many are joining the 
church, including Muslims 
who attended during a 
dedication of one of our 
new church buildings. All 
of these great occurrences  
are not by our might, but 
by the grace of God and 
through much prayer. Praise 
the Lord for evermore. 

            —David Gomba,
    National Overseer
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declared: “The king’s daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought 
unto the king in raiment of needlework: [and] the virgins her companions that follow her . . .” (Ps. 45.13-14).

It is this prophetic vision of the church that caused the psalmist to lift his voice further in ecstatic utterance, 
and declare, “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined” (50.2), and again, “Great is the Lord, 
and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. Beautiful for situation, 
the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion . . . Walk about Zion . . . Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her 
palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following” (48.1-2, 12-13). Solomon also, inspired by the same 
vision, exulted, saying, “Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, 
and terrible as an army with banners?” (Song 6.10).

The Prophetic Epilogue

This prophetic history of the church is thrilling beyond words. But what is still more thrilling is the epilogue. 
It tells of the church being raptured out of history into heavenly glory, where there is no more time (at least 
as we know it now); the former things have passed away, and there is just life and joy and peace in the Holy 
Ghost in a new heaven and new earth that is filled with the radiance of God’s presence. Indescribable glory! 
John, like the prophets of old was enabled by the Spirit to see into the throne room of God and to behold this 
unspeakable glory:

“I was in the spirit; and behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And he that 
sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the 
throne, in sight like unto an emerald . . . and out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings 
and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven 
Spirits of God. And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal . . .” (Rev. 4.2-6).

Later, he was “carried away” in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and there he beheld the church in 
her final abode in glory. He testified, “I John saw the holy city . . . coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband . . . Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a 
stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal” (21.2, 11). It is clear here that John beheld in 
this vision the glorified Christ shining out through the transparent walls of the church. 

The church had been perfected and raptured in glory, the wedding had been consummated, and now she is 
intimately one with her espoused Husband! The union is now perfect! Isaiah saw this same moment 800 years 
before Christ and wrote, “Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee” 
(Is. 26.20). Yes, the honeymoon is coming! Jesus said, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am there ye may be also” (Jn. 14.1-3).

The Nature of Our Restoration

Now this is what Zion Assembly is all about. We have been called out to restore the glorious experience of the 
Gospel, and this rests upon the vision of Christ through the Spirit! We talk about the need to restore the vision 
of the church (and this is true), but more essentially, we are endeavoring to restore in the church the vision of 
God and the power of the Gospel! This is what our fathers and mothers were committed to: holiness and the 
anointing of the Spirit! They arose (or rather were raised up) by the power of God and came forth prophesying; 
and this prophecy was accompanied with dreams, visions, healings, miracles (powers), glory, revelation, and 
with tongues and interpretations. They fell under the power, danced in the Spirit, shouted for joy, and sang in 
tongues! They were not only a priesthood of believers, but a prophethood, and even an apostlehood of believers! 
“They were all filled with the Holy Ghost,” and signs followed them! God poured out His Spirit, and “sons 
and daughters prophesied”! Everyone was called into the ministry; not all had the same office, of course, but 
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all were anointed and spiritually empowered! And, like the church in the New Testament, “they went forth, 
and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following”
(Mk. 16.20).

This then is what we are primarily endeavoring to restore in the church: the freedom and preeminence of the 
Holy Ghost because the Spirit himself is the true witness of God in this world. Jesus said:

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to 
come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that 
the Father bath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you”
(Jn 16.13-15).

The Spirit was with the Father and the Son before the world was! And when Christ baptizes us with the Spirit, 
we become empowered to witness to the glory of the Father (Jn 15.27; Acts 1.8; 1 Corinthians 12.1; 2: 9-16). 
It is the Spirit who speaks and acts through us. This is the very essence of the church; it is a habitation of God 
through the Spirit (Eph. 2.20). He has called us to be His temple, through which the eternal glory of Christ may 
radiate out from us to a lost world. This is our calling: to be “a peculiar people” through which Christ lives and 
walks and talks (Jer. 31.31-33; 1 Cor. 12.28).

We must not allow ourselves, therefore, to become isolated, with an air of exclusivity, going about bragging 
that we are the “it” in the Scriptures, because we do not wear jewelry, use only the King James Version of the 
Bible, embrace “29 Important Bible Truths,” and claim to be a theocracy. While some positive things may be 
said for these things, nevertheless, this kind of thinking in general can never restore the church that we see in 
the New Testament; nor especially inspire the church to become what God has called it to be, and to fulfill what 
He has commissioned it to do in the world: namely, to preach and embody the Gospel with such joy, power, and 
conviction that it will bring sinners to their knees, and Christians together “in the unity of the faith” (Eph 4.13).

We must discipline and commit ourselves to preach the Word, not tradition. The inspired Word must be the 
motivating and driving force behind Zion Assembly. While the “29 teachings,” properly understood, are 
important, and must be upheld as a part of our faith and discipline, yet the Bible contains hundreds of important 
truths, and thousands of promises. These cannot be contained in a “creed or in a tract; they are rather manifested 
by the operations of the Spirit in our worship and fellowship. We are called to be “the new and living way.” Paul 
said, we are “manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ . . . written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 
living God”—“known and read of all men” (2 Cor. 3.2-3). Like the manifestations of love, tenderheartedness, 
and forgiveness, the essence of all “important Bible truths” must be “shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost.” This is the reason a rigid creedal-type posture is self-defeating: it limits the Spirit and tends to create 
“another Gospel.” Creeds tend to compete with the Spirit and to resist His freedom. Historically, they have 
superseded the Spirit’s immediate guidance and illumination to lead believers deeper into the mysteries of the 
Gospel. Again, this is the reason creed-bound churches cannot fulfill what God has called the church to be, and 
what He has commissioned it to accomplish in the world.
   
If we become so unwise as to fall into this old institutional rut, we will wind up being nothing more than a 
small group of disgruntled people who have a critical spirit and a gloomy disposition, isolated, and suspicious of 
everyone who does not wave our peculiar flag, struggling to prevent our inevitable extinction; and, like others 
who have unwisely taken this course, we will probably brag all the way to our graves that “we’re it, and you’re 
not!” If we allow this old self-defeating mind-set to find a place in us, we will become a research project for 
archaeologists, rather than a living witness for believers who are hungry for the truth and freedom of the Gospel. 
Rather than transforming the world with the Gospel, the world will be digging up our bones in a few years, 
trying to discover who we were and what caused our extinction. We will become a column in the Christian 
History magazine rather than a special feature in Christianity Today. Right now, there are about 25 little groups 
out there—spawned by our own tradition that are bound to wind up in this ecclesiastical bone-pile if they do not 
“awake to righteousness” and become Spirit-filled witnesses to the Gospel! We must not allow Zion Assembly 
to become just another one of these little bands of hurt and disillusioned people, each of whom is merely a 
reactionary body rather than a pro-active force in the world, answering “the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
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Again, this does not mean that the 29 teachings are not important, or that we should not hold up the standards of 
holiness in our dress and behavior. Not at all. Doctrinal standards are important and must not be compromised; 
they form the skeleton of the body of Christ, so to speak; yet it is the Spirit that gives life to the body. Jesus 
said, “salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltiness, it is good for nothing.” So also with doctrine: it is 
“the Spirit that giveth life.” I am merely pointing out here that the emphasis of our faith and discipline should 
be on the “weightier matters” of the Gospel—on brotherly love, mercy, goodness, Spirit-fi lled worship, and 
Spirit-anointed evangelism. If we take heed to do this, we will have more success in winning the lost to Christ, 
attracting the “other sheep” to the fold, and bringing all of us together into “the fullness of Christ.” Nothing 
can take the place of joy and victory in the Holy Ghost! We can have “99 Important Bible Truths,” and all be 
as true as they can be, and yet the church be as lifeless and worthless as Ezekiel’s “valley of dry bones.” Let 
us then fulfi ll our calling to be “lively stones built up a spiritual house” (1 Pet. 2.5-9).

May the Lord help us to become “a holy nation, a peculiar people [to] shew forth the praises of him who 
hath called [us] out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 

If we build to please ourselves, we are building on the sand; 
if we build for the love of God, we are building on the rock.

         –Oswald Chambers
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“And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” (Mt. 4.19)

Fishing Tips
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“I have planted, Apollos watered; but 
God gave the increase.  So then neither 
is he that planteth any thing, neither he 
that watereth; but God that giveth the 
increase.  Now he that planteth and he 
that watereth are one: and every man 
shall receive his own reward according 
to his own labour” (1 Cor. 3.6-8).

Last month I wrote about the need to follow 
the direction of Christ when evangelizing.  
Just like Jesus knew where the fish were and 
told the fishermen, He also knows where the 
spiritual fish are today, and He can tell the 
evangelist where to find them. 

The other example Scripture uses regarding 
evangelism is that of a farmer growing, tending, 
and harvesting his crops.  Jesus refers to God 
as the “Lord of the Harvest.”  The “LORD 
of the Harvest” is aware of what is going on 
throughout his farm.  He knows which fields 
need to be planted, which ones need to be 
watered and fertilized, and those which are 
ready for harvest.  He then sends his laborers to 
the various fields to do what needs to be done.  
Some plant, some water, and some harvest.  

In the same way, God will direct us by His 
Spirit, to go to various people who are at 
different stages of the salvation process.  Some 
need the seed of the Gospel planted but they 
are not ready to surrender to the Lord.  There 
is more work to be done.  I recently heard the 

testimony of a man who got saved in prison.  
He said the first time someone came to witness 
to him; he reached in the toilet and threw its 
contents in the face of the man.  The man who 
was witnessing to him probably went away 
thinking he had been a failure.  However, he 
had planted a seed which would later lead to 
that man’s salvation.  Don’t be discouraged by 
rejection!

Sometimes we are sent to water. Someone else 
first shared the Gospel [planted a seed] and 
they simply need someone to reinforce what 
has been said.  Again, they may not get saved 
at that time, but they are moved further toward 
that decision by the waterer. The prisoner I 
mentioned earlier, went on to talk about a 
young boy who came to the fence of the prison 
and spoke to him.  They talked every day for 
months.  This young boy was a Christian and 
he shared with the man about Christ. The boy 
wasn’t there the day that prisoner got saved 
but he effectively watered the seed that had 
been planted that led that man closer to the 
decision to accept Christ. Sometimes we see 
people who seem to be moved by the Gospel 
but don’t make the decision to serve Christ.  
Again, don’t be discouraged.  You may have 
simply been sent to water.    

Sometimes a soul is ready to be saved. All they 
need is someone to lead them in taking that 
final step. God then sends someone to harvest 
that soul. One day the prisoner I mentioned 
earlier said he received a visit from someone 
he had known in high school.  This man told 
him how he had felt compelled to come and 
share Christ. This man had been severely 
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wounded in Vietnam and had lost an arm and 
an eye.  In his physical disability, he had come 
to Christ and now he was at the prison to share 
Christ with his old schoolmate.  That day, this 
prisoner bowed on his knees and accepted 
Christ.  He was later released from prison and 
became an evangelist for Jesus Christ.  The man 
who visited that day became the harvester of an 
eternal soul.  One had planted, another watered, 
another harvested but God gave the increase!

Be sure to listen to the Holy Spirit.  You may 
be called at any moment to plant a seed or to 
water or to harvest.  Do not consider yourself a 
failure if people do not listen.  You have done 
your part.  Now, let the Holy Spirit do his work.

Many of you have children who are not serving 
the Lord. You raised them to know Christ, but 
they have rejected Him. When our children 
choose not to serve God, we sometimes 
consider ourselves to be failures. However, 

always remember, you did plant the seed of the 
Gospel in the hearts of your children. That is a 
huge advantage for them.  They know how to 
be saved.  We need to pray for our wayward 
children and trust God to send a waterer and a 
harvester to help lead our children to Christ. In 
fact, we should “Pray…the Lord of the Harvest 
that he would send labourers” (Mt. 9.38).  

To be effective “fishermen,” we must learn to be 
sensitive to the Spirit.  Today, He may send you 
to plant a seed.  Today, He may send you to water 
a seed.  Today, He may send you to harvest a 
soul and lead them into God’s kingdom!  Don’t 
miss your opportunity!  Listen 
to the urging of God’s Spirit.  
Follow the directions of the 
Lord of the Harvest!  
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