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Editorials . . .

Wade H. Phillips

   Standing Firm between Two Extremes
   “Tell the Truth, the whole Truth, nothing but the Truth!”

 We are delighted to reprint in this edition two messages—one by Richard Fenwick and 
the other by Harrison Price—which first appeared in 1976 in the White Wing Messenger, the 
official organ of our former fellowship. Intriguingly, Zion Assembly now identifies with much of the old messages 
and material in that magazine, even more so than those who now sponsor the magazine. This is especially true 
regarding (1) the Bible church, namely, that the church of the Bible is a visible, corporate body formed on the 
basis of a church covenant; that it apostatized in the fourth century during the reign of Constantine the Great, and, 
accordingly, was restored again as a visible functioning body on earth in the late nineteenth- and early twentieth 
century. As such, the church is plainly distinguished in the Scriptures and in this present age as a divine institution, 
a “peculiar [special] people” set apart and betrothed by the Lord as His bride (Ex. 19.5-8; Deut. 7.6; 14.2; 26.19; 
Ps. 45.9-14; 50.5; Song. 6.8-10; Is. 62.5; Jer. 50.5; Ezek. 16.8; Eph. 5.23-32; 2 Cor. 11.2-3; 1 Pet. 2.9; Rev. 19.7-
8). She is therefore distinguished on one hand from the confusion of denominationalism, and on the other from the 
spiritual [invisible] Kingdom of God [Mt. 5.14; 16.19; Lk. 17.20-21]. (2) Marriage, namely, that human marriage 
reflects the marital oneness between Christ and the church (Gen. 2.21-24 and compare with 2 Cor. 11-2-3; Jn. 14.1-
3; 17.5-23; Eph. 5.23-32), and therefore that death alone dissolves a God-ordained marriage (Mk. 10.2-12; Rom. 
7.2-3; 2 Cor. 7.2, 10-11; see also Mal. 2.14-16; and note the principle laid down in levirate marriage: Deut. 25.19; 
Mk. 12.19-22). (3) Holiness: particularly our traditional understanding of sanctification and practical holiness, 
that is, sanctification as a second definite and instantaneous work of grace, the effect of which produces “fruit 
unto holiness” and a lifestyle consistent with holiness principles (Rom. 6.1-23; 1 Cor. 6.9-20; 1 Thess. 5.23). 
 In accord with biblical teachings, the church should discourage its members from the wearing of jewelry 
and cosmetics such as lipstick and mascara that cast a superficial and gaudy appearance. God’s church should 
rather impress upon its members a sense of modesty and shamefacedness regarding dress and outward appearance 
(1 Tim. 2. 9-10; 1 Pet. 3.3-4; Ps. 149.4). Further, it should teach them to avoid getting caught up in the worldly 
fashions of the day (Is. 3.16-18), including the pagan customs of tattooing and body piercing (Lev. 19.28; 1 Kg. 
18.28; Deut. 14.1-2; 1 Cor.3.16-17; 6.20-21). In a word, believers united in the sacred bond [covenant] of church 
fellowship should ever remain conscious that they have been set apart by God above all the nations and peoples of 
the earth to be His “peculiar people” and a “holy nation” (Ex. 19.5-8; 4.1-10; 7.6; Deut. 14.1-2; 2 Cor. 6.16-17; 
1 Pet.2.9).
 Zion Assembly stands therefore between two extremes—between those who have compromised certain 
truths that we have always held sacred and inviolable [some of which we have just mentioned], and, on the other 
hand, those who insist on clinging to certain traditions that we have found to be inconsistent with biblical truth 
and the facts of history.

The Myth of June 13, 1903
 A case in point regarding this latter extreme is the tradition and mythology associated with June 13, 1903. 
A. J. `Tomlinson was in many ways a great leader, and he did indeed pray that morning on Burger Mountain and 
received confirmation in his spirit that he had found the church of the Bible. But the plain truth of the matter in 
accord with the historical facts and records, including the record of Tomlinson’s own testimony—a record that 
can never be erased, is that  on June 13, 1903, he  joined a church already in existence: the same one which he 
admitted was the church of the Bible which Spurling [with the assistance of his father] had set in order on August 
19, 1886. 
 Now Tomlinson plainly admits that this church, set in order in 1886, was in fact “the infant church of 
God” [The Last Great Conflict, p. 208]. This agrees with the testimony that Spurling gives in his historical account 

Cont’d on p. 7
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 We are in a day that the coming of the Lord is 
soon at hand. Nearly every church that believes in the 
return of the Lord is preaching and teaching that Jesus 
could come any day. All signs point to the glorious 
return of the Lord. We are watching and longing, but—
Hebrews 6:1 says, “Therefore leaving the principles of 
the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not 
laying again the foundation of repentance from dead 
works, and of faith toward God.”
 Colossians 1:28 says, “whom we preach, warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that 
we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”
 There are many other Scriptures that bear out the 
truth that the church will be presented perfect in Christ 
Jesus. The Lord is coming back for a perfect church. We 
have had enough teaching and seminars and symposiums 
to perfect a lot of people, but the fact remains that the 
church is not ready for the return of the Lord. It seems that 
it must be time to do something else, such as warning, 
and also a little house-cleaning.
 Paul says, “Husbands, love your wives, even as 
Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it;
 “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word,
 “That he might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 
but that it should be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 
5:25-27).
 Today, it looks as if the bride-to-be has stumbled 
and fallen into some polluted areas. Nearly everywhere 
I go for revival, I find backsliders who have been 
backslidden from one to ten years; guilty of about every 
sin in the catalog, but, because of different excuses, they 
are kept in the body. Some pastors “don’t want to be the 
one” to turn them out; others just want to “pass the buck” 
and take the easy way out.
 A sport is something that usually has to be 
removed by some special cleaning process. Ordinary 
washing doesn’t do it; it takes some special attention. 

Wrinkles are removed by the heat from an iron. Blemishes 
require surgery, or removal. 
 We have some members who could be cleaned 
up, with some special attention, if the pastors and band 
leaders could find time. We have a lot of wrinkles 
which, if a little heat was put on in the right way, it 
would straighten them out. Heat on a spot only “sets” 
it; therefore, the pastor must know when and where to 
apply the heat. 
 The blemishes are another matter. They are the 
liars, the cheaters, and the hypocrites; and only surgery 
can take care of them. Sometimes a spot cannot be 
removed by any means, and that “piece of material” will 
have to be removed for the sake of the garment.
 Going into different countries, you always have 
to go through “customs”; also in returning home from 
other countries. At the “Custom House” many things 
come to light—hidden things that the customs men are 
expected to overlook are suddenly brought out into the 
open. Things have to be left behind—as some cuttings 
I tried to bring home on my first trip to the Bahamas in 
1946. They were unwrapped and exposed, then tossed 
into the waste bin—with a scolding from the customs 
man. 
 We have traveled over many hard places with 
the Church. There have been many mountains to climb 
and many hard places to go through, but I feel we have 
come to the “Custom House.” It is time that we look at 
ourselves and do some house-cleaning, for we are loaded 
down with things that cannot continue on—if we are to 
reach the perfection preached by the early church.
 “For whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. (Rom. 
15:4) We need to take a look at the shadows and types 
of the Old Testament. We love the good ones, such as 
Moses’ fort years, the Ark, and all about the flag, etc. But 
can we afford to overlook the bad types? Take one for 
example:
 God promised Joshua a lot of things. “There 
shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the 
days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” (Josh. 1:5) 
God proved himself at the crossing of the Jordan, and 
when He brought down the walls of Jericho. There 
was great rejoicing among the people, and they said to 
Joshua, “Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands 
all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country 
do faint because of us.” (Josh. 2:24) They were really 
happy.
 But something had happened. Achan had taken 
some of the spoils from the city of Jericho and hidden 

AT THE CUSTOM HOUSE 

This article was published in the 
White Wing Messenger, 

September 1976.

Cleveland, Tennessee
Harrison E. Price
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them in his tent. Probably nobody knew about this; not 
even his family. BUT GOD KNEW! The next day Israel 
went against a village called Ai, and all Israel fl ed before 
their enemies. Thirty six innocent men died! Men who 
didn’t know why they were dying! 
 Israel had come to God’s “custom house,’ and 
there was contraband in their baggage! Joshua fell on his 
face and began to plead for Israel, “And the Lord said 
unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon 
they face?
 “Israel hath sinned, and they have also 
transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for 
they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also 
stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even 
among their own stuff .
 “Therefore the children of Israel could not stand 
before their enemies, but turned their backs before their 
enemies, because they were accursed: neither will I be 
with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed from 
among you.” (Josh. 7:10-12)
 Neither Joshua nor Israel could do anything more 
until they got rid of the sin in the camp. God declared He 
would not be with them any more—unless.
 We are not blind today, are we? Yet we allow 
much sin to go on, and if anyone brings it up to be dealt 
with, somebody is almost sure to say, “We must be 
patient with these people.” How patient was God when 
Achan sinned? Did he wait three years—one year—or 
six months? No! Achan knew he was sinning when he 
sinned! So his sin was dealt with; otherwise Israel would 
have perished in that very area near Jericho!
 We love to preach about the glories of the 
Church—its wonderful future, the millennial reign with 
Christ, the perfect, spotless bride. All of this is good, 
and we extol the glories of the church, or at least the 
promises. But Paul once wrote to the church at Corinth, 
“Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump?” (1 Cor. 5:6) It doesn’t 
do the church much good to preach only about what God 
has promised the church, if the world can look upon us 
and see the same things in the church that is going on in 
the world, and in the other church groups.
 If a rattlesnake was loose in one’s house, ignoring 
it would not make it go away. It will stay there, and one 
day it will bite the one who ignores it, or someone who 
comes to visit. It must be eradicated, by whatever means 
necessary.
 Paul said, “Now all these things happened 
unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come” 
(1 Cor. 10:11). It seems that some admonishing must be 
done to the church to cause her to look at herself and see 

where she is.
 Jesus said, “For the Son of man is as a man taking 
a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to 
his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded 
the porter to watch” (Mark 13:34). The servants are 
given the authority to keep the house clean, and to keep 
things out that shouldn’t be in, and those things in that 
shouldn’t be out; to get the house ready for the return of 
the Lord.
 John wrote, “love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world . . .” (1 John 2:15). So many 
have taken in the world. Many of our women folks 
(even some of our minister’s wives) smear paint on their 
eyelids and round their eyes—green, purple, blue—the 
same thing Jezebel did in the days of Jehu. Some of our 
people are going to questionable places, and putting the 
things of the world ahead of God’s work. Preaching is a 
sideline for many of our ministers; two or three hours a 
week for God, and the rest for self.
 But God’s schedule is going to be met. If we 
as members hinder the schedule, it will still fi nish up 
on God’s time. Many who are in the church now, will 
fi nd themselves out in the not-too-distant future. God 
has given us the means to cleanse ourselves, but if we 
insist on being negligent, I can assure you that some 
great calamity will accomplish what we refuse to do for 
ourselves!
 Paul said, “For though we walk in the fl esh, we do 
not war after the fl esh: (For the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds; Casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ;And having in a readiness to revenge 
all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfi lled”
(2 Cor. 10:3-6).
 When the church learns to obey God in ALL 
THINGS, then we can see great things take place. Unless 
we apply the government of the church, and cleanse 
ourselves of the sin we know about, God will not bless 
us. He told Joshua that He would not be with Israel any 
more except they destroy the sin in the camp; and we 
are just “spinning our wheels” when we think we can 
shout over sin in the church, yet keep going right on with 
God’s blessing.
 The church WILL be perfected, but we will not 
see any great move of God until our obedience is fulfi lled. 
We are at the “custom house” now. I have preached this 
message for many years, and I believe it. The Bible backs 
it up, and God needs men and women to cry out against 
sin in the church, and then to do something about it.
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When grandparents are with their 
grandchildren, a spirit of leniency is often very 
noticeable. Grandparents have mellowed quite a bit 
since they were parents; and it is quite normal. When 
our little Johnny or Sue tips over grandma’s plant, 
or grandpa’s favorite chair gets sticky with peanut 
butter and jam, we parents suddenly remember the 
correction or punishment we would have received a 
few years ago as if we had done the same.
 Now, we get after our children and are ready 
to give out similar punishment, but to our surprise 
Grandma says, “Oh, don’t spank them; they didn’t 
mean to do it—and it was our fault for leaving it 
where they could reach it.” It takes us back somewhat, 
to see the change of attitude in those same persons we 
remember so well as being very strict! They now can 
laugh at, and think cute those things that caused us 
great concern when we were children.
 This brings me to the point of this message. 
The above illustrates the spirit of compromise, or a 
relaxing of standards, though possibly in a harmless 
form.
 There was a person who was overcome by 
this spirit in early Bible times. The Bible says these 
were recorded for our admonition, to help us to 
acknowledge and be wary of similar examples. That 
man was the priest, Eli, in the time when Samuel was 
a youth.
 In 1 Samuel, Chapter 2, the Lord warned Eli 
a number of times, and a man of God warned him a 
number of times not to be so slack with his sons. He 
was allowing his sons to misuse the offi  ce of priests, 
for they were immoral, and were taking for themselves 
the best of the off erings that were to be burnt unto the 
Lord. Eli spoke to his sons about these things, but he 
allowed them to do as they pleased but continue as 
priests.
 This brings us to the fact that some of the 
leaders in our local churches allow their children to 
misbehave. I think possibly they may feel as Eli must 
have: “Surely because of the position I hold, I cannot 

be replaced.” Let me say this: I have four children, and 
I can’t take them into heaven because of the position I 
hold in the church. We all enter the gate the same way, 
and we all have to use the same gate.
 Eli may have thought his children were 
diff erent and special, but whose aren’t? Of my four 
children, no two have the same personality. I came 
from a family of eight boys and two girls; still, with 
that many boys in the same household, there were no 
two alike.
 God then planned it to speak to Eli through 
Samuel. The story is related in 1 Samuel 3. Eli knew 
that God had spoken to Samuel, and that it concerned 
him and his sons. After he heard what God said 
concerning them, he only said, “. . . Let the Lord do 
what seemeth good unto Him” (1 Sam. 3:18).
 I have through the years seen the results of 
compromises and what it can do to those who have 
been involved. Some have been caught up in the 
thought that they could keep their children’s sins a 
secret, praying that the blood of Jesus would cover 
their sin and disobedience. But the blood of Jesus 
doesn’t cover sin unrepented. It was shed to wash 
away sin. Not only will the spirit of compromise 
eventually destroy the ones that we compromise with, 
but will, if allowed, destroy the ones that allow it.
 I know of those who had tried to cover for those 
who were unfaithful to their companions. Not only 
did the unfaithful die spiritually, but those covering 
up for them found themselves being overcome by the 
same adulterous spirit. You might say, “I would never 
dream of doing such a thing.” But others have felt the 
same way, yet they failed. What you allow will sooner 
or later get hold of you.
 Eli’s sons went to war with the Philistines, 
and, to assure their victory, they took the ark of God. 
Eli knew this was wrong but still nothing was done. 
As Eli sat listening to the sounds of the battle, a 
messenger made mention that his sons were dead, and 
that the ark of God had been taken. The Bible says, 
“. . . He fell from off  the seat backward by the side of the 
gate, and his neck brake, and he died” (1 Sam. 4:18).
 Let us not compromise the teachings of the 
church or the “Advice to Members.” These are for our 
protection in this day and time. God will lead us home, 
but if we look for another route, we will be lost. Let 
us be very cautious of others who compromise these 
teachings. A compromising spirit could keep us out of 
heaven. Let us go on to perfection by overcoming our 
faults rather than condoning them and adding more as 
we go.

The “Grandpa-Grandma” Spirit
Richard Fenwick
Blackfoot, Idaho

This article was published in the White Wing Messenger, 
August 1976.
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of the church in The Lost Link, most of which was written in the late 1890s and published in 1920 [see pp. 17-28, 
32-45]. The record in this important booklet is perfectly consistent with Tomlinson’s early historical account. It 
wasn’t until after the church divided in 1923 that Brother Tomlinson and his followers began to revise the history 
of the origin and early development of the church. This was especially articulated beginning in the 1930s under 
the influence of Tomlinson’s son, Homer, with the assistance of Tomlinson’s son-in-law, A. D. Evans, and Grady 
R. Kent. These men, guided by Homer, began to radically revise and mythologize the origin of the church. What 
Tomlinson himself had written in his The Last Great Conflict [particularly Chapter XX: “Brief History of the 
Church of God that is now recognized as the Church of God,” pp. 205-220, published in 1913] concerning 
his personal experience on June 13, 1903, was radically reinterpreted and distorted by Homer, Evans, Kent, and 
others. Homer, the delusional and self-proclaimed “King of the World,” twisted the historical facts which show 
plainly and indisputably that the restoration of the church was engineered primarily by R. G. Spurling [with the 
assistance of his father]. With strokes of madness Homer and those influenced by him misapplied the prophetic 
Scriptures to exalt his father and to exaggerate his role in the origin and early development of the church. 
 Accordingly, Spurling’s foundational work between 1884 and 1903 was disparaged and defamed, 
and Tomlinson and his ministry became almost entirely the focal point of the church’s restoration and early 
development. This was a great injustice against Spurling’s work and ministry, and simply put, was a contradiction 
against the plain truth. For Spurling had not only convinced Tomlinson of the visible and corporate nature of the 
church over against the idea of an invisible or spiritual church in their meeting on June 13, 1903 [an erroneous 
idea that Tomlinson had embraced up to that time], he also showed him how the church is formed by a church 
covenant and is thereby distinguished from the kingdom of God. Further, as the pastor of the church, Spurling  
received Tomlinson into the church, and in that same meeting ordained him into the ministry. In all those early 
years, there was never any question in anyone’s mind who had set the church in order and guided it in its early 
development, namely, R. G. Spurling. 
 To further solidify the record, there is not a hint anywhere in the records that Spurling, W. F. Bryant, 
and all the others to whom Spurling had administered the sacred covenant of church fellowship between 1886 
and 1906, ever thought they had to renew their covenant or make any such adjustment in their church status and 
relationship, either on June 13, 1903 or anytime thereafter. Up to that time everyone understood that the church 
began in 1886 with Spurling [assisted by his father], and all the members who had entered the sacred church 
covenant recognized each other as being part of it. Again, simply put, the myth of June 13, 1903 was a radical 
interpolation on the factual record, and contrary to the plain truth.    
 What transpired, beginning in the late 1930s, was therefore nothing less than a complete revision of the 
origin of the church’s restoration and its early development under Spurling’s guidance and supervision. According 
to the mythological revision, the church arose from its prophetic darkness, not on August 19, 1886, but on June 13, 
1903 when Tomlinson ascended Burger Mountain early in the morning on that day, received through prayer the 
revelation of the church, and came back down the mountain and proclaimed that revelation to R. G. Spurling, W. 
F. Bryant, and the Holiness Church at Camp Creek, which had been set in order by Spurling on May 15, 1902 
in Bryant’s cabin home in what came to be known as “Fields of the Wood.” 
 Now this church, according to Tomlinson’s own record, was the “continuation of the same organization 
that was started sixteen years before,” that is, on August 19, 1886 [p. 213]. He further notes that this church 
was called “The Holiness Church at Camp Creek” only because it was established in a “different locality” 
[p. 213]. In other words, it was the continuation of the “infant church of God” that Spurling had established in 
1886. Interestingly, Tomlinson’s entry in his celebrated diary for June 13, 1903 states simply, without comment or 
embellishment, “I was ordained as minister of the gospel in the Holiness church at Camp Creek, N. C.” This 
entry and those thereafter say nothing of the spectacular things that Homer, Kent, Evans, and others later claimed 
to have happened on that day. 
 Now the June 13th myth states that the moment Spurling administered the church covenant to Tomlinson, the 
church arose from the Dark Ages, fulfilling Is. 60.1-3, Ps. 132.4-6, and other prophetic passages, and, accordingly, 
Tomlinson became the “first member of the church this side of the Dark Ages.” This myth thereafter became 
more embellished, and the truth of the matter faded from memory proportionately with each succeeding generation. 
But, nevertheless, it did not fade from the actual historical records nor from the infallible annals in heaven! 
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The Mid-Central Regional Convention was held June 17-18 at the local 
church in Scottsville, KY. God moved in a mighty way from the very 
beginning! The Regional Overseer’s inspired theme was “Pressing Toward 
the Mark.” All the messages were timely and inspirational. Brother Steele 
was with us representing Headquarters, and he preached two anointed 
and relevant messages. The Children and Youth programs and other 
support ministries were edifying, and there were awesome testimonies 
of God’s abundant blessings! People were seeking more of God, and 
one received the baptism of the Holy Ghost! To God be the glory for the 
powerful convention in the Mid-Central Region!
–Shanda Graves

IN, KY ConventionIN, KY Convention
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“Wilt Thou Not Revive US Again . . . ?” Psalm 85.6 was the theme of the TN/
GA convention which featured the local churches demonstrating a "Revival 
Moment." The emphasis was on the need for conviction in our preaching, 
singing, and dealing with backsliders. We considered how to foster such 
an atmosphere and that it should prevail even beyond the dates of revival 
meetings. Practical ideas were presented by the committee and overseer 
for planning and conducting a successful revival at least once per year. 
The event ended with the anticipation of procuring and supporting fruitful 
revivals around our region.

TN, GA ConventionTN, GA Convention
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 After Tomlinson’s youngest son, Milton, was selected to succeed his father as General Overseer upon the 
latter’s death on October 2, 1943, the myth of June 13, 1903 became the definitive view of Tomlinson’s followers. 
Thus, when Spurling’s son, Pinckney (1877-1968)—a bishop in the church and eyewitness to the church being set 
in order by his father and grandfather in 1886—took issue with the new and revised interpretation of the church’s 
origin and historical development, his license was revoked (see Wade H. Phillips, Concise History of the Church 
of God of Prophecy [Cleveland, TN, WWPH, 1998], pp. 46-47, and endnotes 217-225). It was thus that this myth 
became not only a matter of history but a doctrinal issue as well as a de facto test for ordination.

The “Fields of the Wood” Myth

The misinterpretation of Tomlinson’s experience on June 13, 1903, on Burger Mountain, located in the Camp 
Creek area of Cherokee, North Carolina gave place to further mythological developments beginning in 1939. 
[The erroneous vision and successive steps of development between 1939 and 1948 are carefully laid out and 
documented in C. T. Davidson’s Fields of the Wood, WWPH, 1948]. The elaboration of the myth was expanded 
primarily by Homer Tomlinson and Grady R. Kent. Homer had written his father in 1939 depositing in his mind 
the idea that his experience on June 13, 1903 had prophetic significance; namely, that his experience corresponded 
with the invention of the airplane, particularly “the Wright Brothers’ first successful flight” in December 1903 at 
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. He noted that both events correlated with the prophecy in Isaiah 60-1-8. Accordingly, 
his experience marked the “Arise, shine” of the church mentioned in v. 1, and v.8 marked the Wright Brothers 
successful flight at Kitty Hawk: “Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows?” [This 
verse almost certainly has in view v. 9, at least primarily, which alludes to ‘ships” with their huge sails catching 
the wind and guiding the ships to port]. It was further noted to help establish the myth that just as six verses were 
sandwiched between v. 1 and v. 8 so six months separated Tomlinson’s and the Wright Brothers events. Further, 
it was purported that these events were no mere happenstance, both having occurred in the same year and in the 
same state—North Carolina. 
 About this same time in 1940, Grady R. Kent, the pastor of the Cleveland church and a rising star in 
general leadership, preached a message on Sunday morning after the Annual Assembly that year on Psalm 132.1-
6, particularly citing the term, “fields of the wood” in v. 6 as the place where the ark of the covenant had been 
found by Israel under the leadership of King David. In his message he identified Tomlinson’s experience on 
Burger Mountain as the prophetic fulfillment of this passage, namely, that just as the ark of the covenant [a type 
of the church] had been lost and found, so the church had been lost during the dark ages and had been discovered 
again by Tomlinson through his revelation on Burger Mountain on June 13, 1903. Tomlinson reportedly called 
Kent into his office and congratulated him on such a profoundly insightful and inspirational message (Davidson, 
Fields of the Wood, pp. 19-21).  
 These interpretations by Homer and Kent were received ecstatically by the stroke-afflicted Tomlinson as 
the wheels of his mind began to turn toward memorializing his “prophetic” experience on Burger Mountain in 
“fields of the wood.” Homer, Kent, Tomlinson’s son-in-law—A. D. Evans, and others who came along later were 
always there [either in person or by correspondence] to sort out the details and engineer the monumental task. The 
mythological vision quickly inflamed the imaginations of the ministers and members of the church, and money 
began to pour in to “write the vision” (Hab. 2.2), and concrete began to flow like lava from Mount Vesuvius. 
Eventually, the memorial to Tomlinson’s “prophetic” experience included not only Burger Mountain but the two 
adjacent mountains and more than 216 acres of memorial markers at the cost of more than 22 million dollars 
[approximately 200 million in today’s currency].  
 Thankfully, I was given liberty [as the director and manager of the memorial park for 15 years—1982-1987, 
1994-2004] to gradually demythologize the erroneous interpretations and to restore the true and original history, 
to reword the markers, and, accordingly, to establish a vibrant and regular ministry and outreach. [More than 
150,000 people toured the park annually between 1994-2004, and hundreds were converted, sanctified, Spirit-
baptized, healed, and baptized in water. This was made possible through the dynamic of a Spirit-filled and well-
organized ministry. There were three annual revival-type tent meetings, six major special events—Fourth of 

Editorials, cont’d from p. 7
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July celebrations [calling America back to her Christian roots], Octoberfest, Christmas [with over 100,000 lights 
displayed], Easter Pageant and celebration [between 2000-3000 attendees], etc. A theater was built featuring 
regular Gospel-oriented video presentations, a regular puppet ministry on the grounds [these were a tremendous 
success], and frequent spontaneous sermonettes and Bible lectures were delivered throughout the park. We were 
able also by the grace of God and the Spirit of truth to build other markers that made the park Christ-centered and 
in harmony with the Gospel, for example, the Golgotha marker. 
 Regretfully, since 2004 the beautiful, biblical-themed park has deteriorated, and the ministry that once 
thrived there is now almost non-existent.             

“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any build upon 
this foundation gold, silver, precious stone, wood, hay, stubble; Every man’s work shall be made 
manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fi re; and the fi re shall try every 
man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive 
a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suff er loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet 
so as by fi re” (1 Cor. 3.11-15). 

Summation and Assessment
Recapturing the Original Vision and Power of the Church

 It is indeed unfortunate that the church was distracted and thrown off  course in the 1930s and 1940s 
from her original vision and divine charter. This happened only because Tomlinson had been struck down with 
a severe stroke in February 1937—a blow from which he never fully recovered. It is almost certain that the 
mythological revision would not have been articulated [at least to the extent that it was] had he not been mentally 
and emotionally affl  icted by the stroke. It is certain he would have been ashamed in the presence of Spurling to 
have made the claim that the church had started on June 13, 1903, and that he was the fi rst member this side of 
the Dark Ages. But as it was, Spurling died on May 24, 1935, opening the door for such a mythological tale. 
 It was during Tomlinson’s stroke years [1937-1943] that Homer, Evans, Kent, and others took advantage 
of his affl  iction, magnifying him and his ministry beyond the bar of truth and Christian respectability: for each of 
the men mentioned [most especially Homer], imagined that he might succeed Tomlinson in the exalted offi  ce of 
General Overseer and be the benefi ciary of such an enchanting fairy tale.        
 Again, Tomlinson’s part in the miscarriage of justice against Spurling and the revised view of the origin 
and early development of the church, may be excused for the most part on the basis of the debilitating stroke 
that left him less than clear-headed and sober-minded, and much dependent upon others, most particularly the 
delusional Homer. Again, this is regrettable, for otherwise our illustrious forefathers and foremothers had removed 
the covering of darkness that had swept the Early Church and plunged her into the Dark Ages (Is. 25.6-7; 60.2), 
and they were zealously pressing forward to evangelize the nations with the glory and power of the holiness-
Pentecostal Gospel, and “the prophetic vision of one church for all of God’s people!” (Is. 60.1-5; Jer. 3.12-19; Jn. 
10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-23; Eph. 1.10; 2.14-16; 3.6; 4.11-16; 5.26-32; Rev. 19.77-8; et al.)    
 It has fallen our lot in Zion Assembly since 2004, therefore, to restore the church over against the 
compromises and defections of our former fellowship on one hand, and the misinterpretations and misguided 
ideas that developed in the 1930s and 1940s on the other, most of which are being perpetuated today by the ever-
increasing number of splinter groups now being scattered over the landscape. Included among the misinterpretations 
of the Scriptures and aberrations of the faith being heralded by heretics and schismatics, are those associated with 
the “church banner,” “marking program,” “White Angel Fleet,” and “Honor Stone program,” besides the myths 
mentioned above associated with June 13, 1903 and Fields of the Wood. 
 May the Lord help us to restore the original message and prophetic vision of the church, with all its glory 
and power and spiritual gifts, and fulfi ll the great commission assigned to us by our Lord! Notwithstanding the 
errors and misguided ideas of the 1930s and 1940s, our blessed forefathers bequeathed to us a “goodly heritage” 
(Jer. 3.19). May the Lord help us to be, nothing more or nothing less, than the “city of the living God, the pillar 
and ground of the truth!”  (1 Tim. 3.15). 
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News from IndiaNews from India
New Church EstablishedNew Church Established

By the grace of God, a new local church has joined Zion Assembly Church of God! Last April, I met Pastor 
Joy Philip and discussed our doctrine and membership with Zion Assembly. He took an interest in the 
church and desired to join Zion Assembly.

At the Pastors' Meeting on May 26 and 28, we prayed for Pastor Joy Philip and added him to Zion 
Assembly Church of God.

On the 31st, I attended a special prayer meeting arranged in the new church and ministered the Word. 
God gave great spiritual joy. Pastor Philip and his family are a blessing and will be ministering there. 
Please pray for this new church!

The new church is located in Vakathanam, near Manimala City in Kottayam district, Kerala state. The  
church has a total of seventeen members. While we were visiting, 9 people attended the meeting.  
Others could not make it because of heavy rain. 

Report from Overseer Joseph Binoy
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School materials are distributed at one of our local 
churches in Nooromavu, near Mallappally city, 
Pathanamthitta district, Kerala. This church has 40 
members. About 30 people were present when I 
visited. Brother Baby Joseph ministers in this church.

Helping Those in NeedHelping Those in Need

Nooromavu

Welcoming a New FamilyWelcoming a New Family
God makes our activities grow in India. A new family joined us at our Central 
Church. Thank the Lord! I prayed for them and extended the covenant for 
membership. Please pray for continued growth. 



It is Time to Seek the Lord!

Evangelism Korner
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Today, there are nearly eight billion people in 
the world. They are scattered across almost 200 
million square miles, divided among 196 separate 
nations, speaking in approximately 7,100 different 
languages. Yet, Jesus commanded us to “Go…into 
all the world and preach the gospel to EVERY 
CREATURE” (Mk. 16.15).  

Besides these sheer numbers, vast distances, and 
language barriers, we also face satanic opposition.  
The satanic forces inspire governments to resist the 
Gospel by outlawing evangelism in their nations. 
Communist countries and Muslim nations threaten 
imprisonment and worse for those who dare to 
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ among their 
citizens.  Satan inspires the impenitent to resist the 
work of God.

Satan now manipulates many of the education 
systems around the world.  He manipulates the 
school leaders to undermine the Gospel by teaching 
against “faith” while indoctrinating young people 
with godless atheism. Satan’s forces also control 
the media which they use to promote rebellion 
against God and godless immorality.  On top of all 
that, we face opposition from a false Christianity 
that perverts the Gospel and encourages people to 
remain rebellious against God while promising 
eternal life.

Truly the challenges are staggering. In fact, I would 
even say we have been commissioned to fulfill 
an impossible task without a special anointing 
and empowerment from God. My point is not to 
discourage us.  My goal is to get us all to realize 
our weaknesses and to see we can do nothing 
unless God gives us a supernatural enablement.  

When Jesus gave the Great Commission to the 
church, He knew the task was impossible without 
His help. This is the reason He told the disciples 
to “. . . tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye 
be endued with power from on high” (Lk. 24.49). 
This special empowerment alone would make 
them effective witnesses (Acts 1.8).  

The early church was filled with ordinary men 
doing extraordinary things by the power of the 
Holy Ghost.  Paul and those with him, turned 
the world upside down with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  The apostle acknowledged plainly that 
he accomplished what he did only by the special 
empowerment of the Holy Ghost. In fact, he 
did not hesitate to acknowledge he was a weak 
man: confessing openly, “I . . . labour, striving 
according to his working, which worketh in me 
mightily” (Col. 1.29).   

If we desire to be effective evangelists, we need 
to be a people of prayer. We need to seek the Lord 
for empowerment to serve. The early apostles 
faced great opposition just as we do today.  In 
response, they gathered together for prayer.  In 
that earth-shaking prayer meeting in Acts 4.30-31, 
they asked God to give them supernatural power 
for the work (Acts 4.30-31), pleading with Him 
to “(stretch) forth (His) hand to heal; and that 
signs and wonders may be done by the name of 
thy holy child Jesus.”  They realized their need for 
“power from on high!”  If these great heroes of 
the past asked for supernatural power to perform 
signs and wonders, surely, we need no less today 
to accomplish our mission in the world.    

In 1 Cor. 12.8-10, Paul describes nine ways 
the Holy Spirit supernaturally works in and 
through the church. He speaks of miracles, 
healings, supernatural wisdom, knowledge, faith, 
discernment, [unknown] tongues, interpretation 
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Bruce Sullivan
 Evangelism Director

of tongues, and anointed communication 
[prophecy]. God promised all these “gifts” to 
the church, and we need them!  Thus, Paul 
encouraged the church to [“earnestly covet”] 
them (v. 31). Imagine a church filled with 
divine power!  We can do nothing by ourselves, 
but WITH GOD all things are possible! 

Surely, we can all see our utter needfulness, 
our complete dependence upon God! Let’s 
be honest and soberminded: we are presently 
few in number, relatively speaking; we have 
comparatively little money; we don’t have the 
greatest of facilities; we are not smart enough to 
reach the world by our own wits, schemes, and 
intelligence. In every way, we are insufficient 

to fulfill the Great Commission.  If we realize 
our weakness, this will motivate us to fervently 
seek the Lord for His grace and power.  Brothers 
and sisters, it’s time to seek the Lord!  It is time 
for us to “labour, striving according to his 
working, which worketh in (us) mightily.”  If 
we are serious about reaching every nation with 
the Gospel message, we must become serious 
about prayer!  We need divine 
power.  Without it, our efforts 
will be fruitless!  A prayerless 
church is a powerless church!

Regional Overseer Roberto Lopez and Pastor Juan Lopez (above 
left) drove up to Dallas, Oregon from Oxnard and Madera, 
California, respectively, for a service on May 28. 

The service was held in the home of Richard and Kim Merrill 
(middle couple). Also there was Sabrina Collier (far right). The 
Spirit of the Lord fell almost immediately. We had a wonderful 
time of singing, the Word, and prayer. Afterward we had a time 
to share in a meal and fellowship.

We are so grateful for our brothers who made this trip to 
encourage us and fellowship with us.
            —Kim Merrill

Overseer Visits OregonOverseer Visits Oregon
Regional Overseer 
Roberto Lopez on left 
with Richard Merrill
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