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The Blessings of
    T� hing and Giving

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again”   —Lk. 6.38



Editorials . . .

Wade H. Phillips

                           On Tithing and Giving
The apostle Paul lays out in his letter to Titus, whom he had appointed to oversee the churches 
in Crete, the kind of conduct that is expected of ministers and members in God’s house. 
The core characteristics of this holy lifestyle are sobriety [sensibleness], dignity, wisdom, 
thoughtfulness, soundness in faith and doctrine, discretion, sexual purity at home and in public, and brotherly 
love and patience. In a word, all the members are expected to illustrate “a pattern of good works” and manifest   
behavior that “becometh holiness” (Titus 2.1-9). Signifi cantly, he then sums up his instructions, saying, “showing 
all good fi delity [faithfulness]: that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things” (v. 10).  

While it is not explicitly stated or singled-out in the passage just cited, yet being a faithful tither and generous 
giver is implied in the commands to be “a pattern of good works” and “showing all good fi delity . . . in all 
things.” Tithing and giving are core principles in God’s Word and constitute essentially His fi nancial plan for His 
church. To be negligent or slothful in this spiritual discipline is called robbery by the Lord. It thus provokes His 
displeasure and places the disobedient member under a curse. On the other hand, to obey this ordinance invokes 
the Lord’s spiritual and material blessings. Listen to the prophet:

“Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. 
Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD . . . Will a man rob God? Yet ye have 
robbed me . . . in tithes and off erings.  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me . . . Bring 
ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now here-
with, saith the LORD . . . if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes . . . 
And all nations shall call you blessed . . .” (Mal. 3.7-12)

We have mentioned the importance of tithing and giving several times in this great restoration movement because 
it is so essential to the mission and successful operation of the church, besides being a plainly stated commandment 
of the Lord. When a few members fail to do their part in this important discipline, others must give more to make 
up for those who do not give their part. This ought not to be so. Ministers especially should be an example of 
this spiritual discipline, for as the apostle says in another place: “be thou an example of the believers, in word, 
in conversation [conduct], in charity, in faith, in purity” (1 Tim. 4.12). Accordingly, counsel and reproof are 
in order when ministers preach one thing and live another, and discipline is necessary when they fail to respond 
in faith and humility to good counsel from those over them in the Lord. We simply cannot have ministers not 
reporting and not setting a good example in the spiritual disciplines of the church, including tithing, and giving.

Let me encourage all of our people to be faithful in the Lord’s commandment to tithe and give, bringing all into 
the storehouse [treasury] of the church; then stand still and see the Lord do His part, fulfi lling His promise: “[I 
will open to you] the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to 
receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes . . .”

 “Feast of Fat Things”
We are calling upon all our ministers and faithful members to put as much time as possible into prayer for the 
upcoming General Assembly, and if all possible attend this great “feast of fat things.” This is a most important 
meeting—a divine appointment! The church needs to hear from God and receive encouragement and direction 
[guidance] from Him.  By the time our readers receive this issue, there will be less than 30 days until the gavel 
comes down declaring the 19th Annual General Assembly in session and open for all business properly brought 
forward for consideration. May the hand of the Lord be upon all! Amen.     
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Grace
  in Giving

Wade H. Phillips

Inspired writers of the Bible have much to say on the 
divine principle of giving, but none of them more than 
Jesus and the apostle Paul. Our Lord taught that “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20.35), 
and the great apostle shows that giving is Christlike 
(2 Cor. 8.9): the practical outworking of God’s grace 
in the believer toward obedience: “for if there first 
be a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a 
man has, and not according to that he has not” (vv. 
10-15). See, we are blessed, not so much for giving 
out of abundance, but from a willing heart and ready 
mind (Ex. 25.2; 1 Chron. 29.3-9, 14-17; Ezra 3.5). 
The principle of giving, whether of our means, our 
time, or our energy, is shown by Paul to be a Christian 
responsibility. He calls it “a dispensation of the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 9.17).              
      God Himself is blessed if we give from our 
hearts, not merely from our abundance, for the Lord 
has need of no material thing. He is blessed rather by 
our worship, including our worship in giving. “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless 
His holy name” (Ps.103.1). Thus, Jesus commends 
the poor widow woman who gave the two mites (two 
small copper coins worth about a penny) into the 
house of God, whereas He exposes the hypocrisy of 
the Pharisees for giving merely to make “a fair show 
in the flesh” (Mk. 12:41-44). Nevertheless, there is 
the practical aspect of giving, that is, the Lord expects 
those who have been blessed with abundance to give 
more: “For unto whomsoever much is given, of 
him much is required” (Lk. 12.48); and again, “Let 
everyone of you lay by him in store, as God has 
prospered him” (1 Cor. 16.2; see 2 Cor. 8.12). 

Heartfelt Giving

The apostle’s words in 2 Cor. 8.1-15 are deeply 
insightful and useful in helping us understand the 

spirit and teaching on giving. He shows, first, that 
giving is a grace (vv. 1, 6), that is, something done 
out of a heart conditioned by the love and goodness 
of God. Therefore, says the apostle, “God loves a 
cheerful giver.” Second, giving is not dependent on 
how much one has but is a grace especially magnified 
in poverty (v. 2). Again, we are reminded of the “poor 
widow” who was blessed abundantly for giving “all 
that she had, even all her living,” though it was only 
two mites. Third, the grace of giving is an expression 
of loving and responsible fellowship. Paul calls it 
“the fellowship of the ministering to the saints” (v. 
4). Apparently, the church at Corinth had, not up to 
that time, given to support the ministry of the apostle, 
a situation which he gently endeavored to correct for 
their sakes as well as his own (see 9.11-13; 11.8-9; 
12.13-18). Fourth, the grace of material giving has 
the wonderful way of returning to the bosom of the 
giver the riches of God’s spiritual blessing—“the 
abundance of joy,” a thing that the poor Philippians 
[Macedonians] had experienced in giving to Paul, 
though they had but meager means (vv. 1-2; see also 
Phil. 4.10, 14-16). Fifth, giving results in eternal 
rewards only for persons and churches who “first 
[give] their own selves to the Lord” (v. 5). Certainly, 
no one can buy his/her way into heaven or into God’s 
favor, but a sincere and true believer in Christ should 
readily and willingly give liberally, and so reflect the 
image of his Lord and Savior. 

Inspired Giving

Children of God on many occasions have been 
inspired to give and to accomplish mighty exploits for 
God. None, however, equals the almost unbelievable 
outpouring of giving that took place when the Lord 
moved upon King David to build God a house [great 
palace] to magnify His incomparable majesty and 
glory, and to honor Him above all gods and all kings. 
The vision of God’s house had consumed David’s heart 
and thoughts for many years, and “he vowed unto 
the mighty God of Jacob” that he would not “give 
sleep to [his] eyes or slumber to [his] eyelids” until 
the Ark of the Covenant—a symbol of God’s abiding 
presence—was brought to Mount Zion, and a great 
temple was erected in honor of the Lord to symbolize 
that the Almighty dwells in the midst of His people 
(Ps.132.1-14; 2 Chron.1.4; 5.5-9). As David shared 
his vision with Israel, there was a marvelous response 
from the princes and people. Though David himself 
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was forbidden by the Lord to actuate and oversee the 
building of the temple, for he had been a man of war and 
the Lord did not want the image of His house associated 
with bloodshed and violence (2 Sam.7.1-13; 1 Chron. 
28.2-3; 2 Chron. 6.7-9); yet David collected and 
prepared the materials for its construction and inspired 
the people to build it. Finally, when he introduced 
Solomon as God’s choice to succeed him on the throne 
of Israel, and to be the one to build God’s house, there 
was an almost incalculable outpouring of gold, silver, 
and precious stones given to build the temple (see 1 
Chron. 29.1-9; 1 Kg 9.28). Besides what David gave 
of his own treasure (equal to about 20 billion dollars 
in today’s currency!), the princes and the people were 
inspired to give 6 million ounces of gold (about 187 
tons), 12 million ounces of silver (about 375 tons), and 
millions of pounds of brass and iron, and “all manner 
of precious stones” of incalculable value. There were 
also ship-loads of precious woods and ivory donated 
to build God’s house, and the workmen volunteered 
their skills in craftsmanship and the people their labor 
to build the house of God.              
       This spirit of giving toward building the temple 
was inspired by the Spirit of God, just as its design and 
construction was inspired (1 Kg. 6.36; 2 Chron.2.6-8; 
3.3). When all the contributions were collected, “The 
people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because 
with a perfect heart they offered willingly to the 
LORD: and David the king rejoiced with great joy” 
(1 Chron. 29.9). The worth of what was given to build 
the temple in today’s currency is mind-boggling—
exceedingly great, more than $2,000,000,000,000 
[two trillion dollars]! That may seem more fanciful 
than true; yet it is true. Imagine! The contributions 
given at that time exceeded the combined wealth of 
many nations on earth today. It was more than enough 
to guarantee social security in the United States for 
years to come and underwrite health coverage for 
every man and woman and child in this nation!  
 See what can be accomplished by the 
inspiration of the Spirit when we allow God to touch 
our hearts and elevate us to “heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus!” Through inspired preaching, worship, 
and prayer, our minds are elevated, and we are made 
to entertain noble thoughts: being moved to act more 
on spiritual impulses than mere rational calculations. 
The Spirit says, “Give,” and the spiritually-minded 
respond in faith, trusting God for the outcome. Yes, we 
should, in the natural course of things, “sit down and 
count the cost,” but there are special times when God 

interrupts the natural course of events to bring about 
His eternal and infinite purpose. There are moments 
when the Spirit breaks in with a word of knowledge 
or a word of wisdom and speaks to our hearts by an 
imperative command, saying, “Give!” And when we 
respond in faith, from the heart, we can count on the 
promise, “I will open [to you] the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there will not be 
room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the 
devourer for your sakes” (Mal 3.10-11).

Sacrificial Giving
             
Sacrificial giving is made when the believer does 
not really have the means to give, that is, without 
sacrificing the means to meet his own needs. In other 
words, the Spirit prompts the believer to sacrifice his 
own need to meet the needs of another. This kind of 
giving greatly pleases the Lord, for it reflects the kind 
of giving that God himself did in giving His only 
begotten Son, and the Son made in giving of Himself 
on the Cross to save us. It is the kind of giving that 
Jesus and the apostles consistently taught, not only 
regarding the giving of money and material things, 
but in giving of ourselves to others. Jesus taught this 
kind of giving not only in precept but by example: 
“For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is 
written, The reproaches of them that reproached 
you fell on me” (Rom.15.3). Indeed, Christ became 
poor [a servant] to make us rich (2 Cor. 8.9). 
           Now we are called to follow our Lord’s example—
to follow in his steps (1 Pet. 2.21-23), including giving 
of our means and of ourselves. Paul calls this kind of 
service a manifestation of the “grace of God.” It is a 
grace that enables us to deny ourselves and to prefer 
others (Mk. 8.34-36). “Let every one of us please his 
neighbor for his good to edification” (Rom. 15.2). 
“But in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better 
than themselves. Look not every man on his own 
things, but every man on the things of others. Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
2.3-5). Paul and the other apostles set an example for 
us to follow. They gladly spent themselves and their 
means to build God’s church. And Paul encourages all 
of us in this last day’s Zion to “[approve] ourselves as 
the ministers of God . . . [to be] as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all 
things” (2 Cor. 6.4, 10). 
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Obedience in Giving

Giving is a divine commandment. Jesus said, “Give.” 
God calls holding back of our tithes and offerings 
“robbery.” There is no lack of plain evidence 
everywhere in Holy Scripture for the doctrine of 
paying tithes and giving freely in offerings, and 
bringing all into the “storehouse” (the treasury of 
the church) in order for the church and its ministry 
to be supported and to prosper in the fulfillment of its 
mission in the earth (Mal. 3.7-10). It is thus our duty 
to pay our tithes and give freewill offerings. In fact, 
some of the sternest warnings in the Scriptures are 
made against holding back what belongs to God, that 
is, the portion of our increase that should be joyfully 
put into the treasury of the church. For God designed 
and ordained the financial plan for His church based 
on tithing and giving.      
 The Lord considered those in the Old 
Testament church who withheld tithes and offerings 
to be backslidden. “Return unto me, and I will 
return unto you, says the LORD of hosts” (v. 7). It 
is thus a great evil to refuse to give up what belongs 
to God. Ananias and Sapphira in the New Testament 
conspired to “[keep] back part of the price” that 
belonged to God, and so also did the people of God in 
the Old Testament. Thus, the divine judgment, “You 
are cursed with a curse: for you have robbed me . . 
.” (v. 9). Behold, Ananias and Sapphira were struck 
dead! (Acts 5.1-11). The Lord is especially angry with 
those who withhold their tithes and offerings because 
it deprives His church from being able to accomplish 
her mission in the world and defrauds His ministers 
and their families of their livelihood, hindering them 
also from being able to do their work. Just as the ox that 
treads out the corn is worthy to be fed and cared for, so 
God’s ministers should be provided for as they labor 
in the Gospel (Deut. 25.4; 1 Cor. 9.9; 1 Tim. 5.18). 
Therefore, says the Lord, “Bring all the tithes into the 
storehouse” [not just some of them] and give offerings 
liberally “that there might be meat in My house,” that 
is, so that there will be means [“meat”] to supply the 
needs of the ministers and the ministries of the church.
 Only here in Malachi does God say, “prove 
me now herewith.” Yet He does this to magnify His 
grace and to teach us to live by faith. He does not say, 
“I will bless you and therefore you should give,” 
but rather first “you bring your tithes and offerings, 
then I will bless you.” See, “we walk by faith, not by 

sight,” else we would be bargaining with God rather 
than worshipping Him. So, we prove Him by faith! But 
also God proves us! Elijah thus said to the poor widow 
of Zarephath “make me a little cake first,” so to prove 
her faith, for she had only enough meal in a barrel and 
oil in a cruse to feed herself and her son for one meal. 
After that she was preparing for them to starve to 
death. Yet she obeyed the man of God through faith, 
and her obedience produced the miracle! (1 Kg 17.11-
16). See how gracious our God is: He condescends to 
our lowly estate to lead and guide us into the blessings 
of giving. You have strayed from me, says the LORD, 
yet “return” and I will “open [to you] the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it.”   
  

Liberal Giving

The Lord not only wants us to give cheerfully and 
willingly from our heart” (Ex. 25.2) but liberally and 
generously. In fact, the divine principle states, “He 
which sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and 
he which sows bountifully shall reap also bountifully” 
(2 Cor. 9.6). The wise man wrote, “There is [one] 
that scatters [gives], and yet increases; and there is 
[he] that withholds more than is meet, but tends to 
poverty” (Prov. 11.24), and again, “He that has pity 
upon the poor lends to the LORD; and that which 
he has given will He pay him again” (19.17), and 
again, “He that has a bountiful eye shall be blessed; 
for he gives of his bread to the poor” (22.9). Jesus 
elaborated upon this divine law—the law of sowing 
and reaping, saying, “Give, and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure [amount] that 
you mete [give] withal it shall be measured to you 
again” (Lk. 6.38). And this is true regarding love, 
mercy, and kindness, as well as money (see Mt. 7.2; 
Mk. 4.24).    

Responsible Giving

In order that there be proper accountability and 
government in our giving, the Lord requires that 
we “Bring all the tithes [and offerings] into the 
storehouse”—into the treasury of the church; where 
it will be accounted for, secured, and duly dispensed 
(Neh. 7.70-72; 13.7-13), regarding both spiritual and 
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fi nancial matters. In this way, not only is “every word 
established” but also every penny. Thus we are taught 
almost from the beginning of the church, after it was 
established at Sinai, that what belongs to God should 
be brought and “put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD” (Josh. 6.19, 24; Neh. 13:12), and the 
treasury was attended by a treasurer, who was in turn 
accountable to the government of the church (Neh. 
7.70-72; 12.44; 13.13; 1 Chron. 29. 2-8; 2 Chron. 
31.4-21). 
 We see also this government over fi nances 
in the very beginning of the church in the New 
Testament. Jesus had appointed Judas apparently as 
the treasurer of the church (Jn. 12.6; 13.29), though 
John acknowledges that Judas was [or became] a thief 
and coveted the money in the church’s treasury. The 
“bag” in these references may be translated “money-
box” or “small chest.”
 What is clear throughout the Scriptures is 
that the church is God’s government, which includes 
the responsibility to report an orderly account of 
fi nances—tithes and off erings, relative to receipts 
and disbursements. And the only way for the church 
to give an orderly account is that all the tithes and 
off erings be brought and put into the church’s treasury. 
The idea of giving of one’s tithes to an independent 
preacher or ministry or to a hospital or goodwill store 
is completely without biblical foundation or wisdom, 
particularly since church was established to hold us 
accountable in all things. Our increase belongs to God, 
and the church is God’s treasury and government in 
the earth.  
 It grieves our spirits to see so many Christians, 
who without the government of the church, fall victim 
to religious charlatans and greedy “prophets.” The 
great apostle warned the church that many covetous 
preachers through “feigned words” and “pernicious 
ways” . . . “make merchandise” of the naïve and 
simple (2 Pet. 2.1-3).      

Wisdom in Giving
I have been asked on occasion in recent years what is a 
smart or safe fi nancial investment for our people. The 
persons asking me were referring particularly to gold, 
property, and stocks. My answer has been patently: 
“Invest in God’s church and in His work—for it 
pays great dividends and ends in eternal life!” 
 Investing in God’s work will always give one 
the best return for his money. Oh, it is foolish to invest 

in this world to the detriment of supporting mission 
work and building God’s church. Jesus said, “Lay 
not up treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal: For where 
your treasure is, there will be your heart also” (Mt. 
6.19-21).
 How often we are warned in Scripture about  
neglecting fi nancial support for the house of God. The 
people of God in the days of the prophet Haggai were 
rebuked for building for themselves elaborate, “ceiled 
houses,” while God’s house “laid waste” (Hag.1.4-
10). The Lord judged them, accordingly, withdrawing 
His favor from them and cursing their substance.

The Results of Giving

The Good News is that when we obey God by faith and 
bring our tithes and off erings into the “storehouse,”
we are promised manifold blessings, both spiritual and 
material, for our God owns the cattle on a thousand 
hills! The apostle wrote through the Spirit, “But my 
God shall supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4.19), and His 
“riches in glory” are infi nite and inexhaustible! The 
meal in the widow’s barrel, after Elijah performed the 
miracle, never ran out; neither did the cruse of oil! 
We may be sure also that His blessings will never 
run out for those who trust Him and give cheerfully 
and liberally of their means to build His church and 
spread the word of His kingdom to every nation. We 
only jeopardize our blessings when we doubt and hold 
back what belongs to God! 
 When we live by faith and give to God 
what belongs to Him, He promises to “rebuke the 
devourer” for our sakes, that is, to protect you and 
your substance from the wiles of Satan and forces of 
nature, which include natural disasters and pestilences 
as well as diabolical powers. Always in the long run, 
we will prosper in our soul and in our substance, 
inheriting ultimately the riches of glory! Let us then 
be wise and commit ourselves to conform to God’s 
fi nancial plan for His church. Pay your tithes and give 
liberally of your fi nancial blessings. In this way you 
may rest assured of His gracious favor upon you!
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ZZion Assemblyion Assembly
19th Annual General Assembly

Internati onal Ministries ComplexInternati onal Ministries Complex
5512 Waterlevel Hwy5512 Waterlevel Hwy
Cleveland, TN 3723Cleveland, TN 3723

Welcome All!
August 30 - September 4, 2022August 30 - September 4, 2022
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THEME

Approaching the

Assembly Prayer Day August 7, 2022

Midnight Hour
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Your Mission Money

Overseer Padma Rao Talari 
and wife, Kumari.

India

Venezuela

    . . . funding outreach, purchasing  property, 

Overseer Bani Rangel and 
wife, Rosa.

 constructi ng buildings  .  .  .

The site of the church 
is in M.R. Apparao 
Colony, Nuzvid. Bishop 
Talari also oversees 
an orphange that is 
supported by our 
gracious giving. 

New Church Building Under Constructi on

New  Headquarters  Property  Purchased
and
Under
Rennovati on
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Colombia

Cuba

New Congregation Joins Zion in the City of Cartagena
Baptizing

Teaching

Worshipping

Pastor Marcelino Ávila

Overseer Daniel 
Gonzalez with wife, 

Suset.

Preparing the Foundation for a

Overseer David 
Casanova and wife, 

Karen.

Praying

New Church Building
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The VisionThe Vision
8,000,000,000 (billion) people on earth today, most of whom have 
never heard the Gospel of Christ and His Glorious Kingdom.

October
The ChallengeThe Challenge
“How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 
And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? 
And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they 
preach except they be sent?”
      —Apostle Paul

The CallThe Call
“Follow Me, and I will make you fi shers of Men”
“As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.”
      —Jesus

The GoalThe Goal

OctoberOctoberOctoberOctoberWorld Mission DriveWorld Mission Drive

$100,000$100,000
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Sweet 
fellowship 
among all

The Lord blessed from start to finish; no one 
wanted the convention to end. The preaching 
was rich, feeding our souls and motivating us 
to seek the Lord and worship Him in a deeper 

way. The preaching made us yearn for revival, stirring us to dynamic 
worship and prayer. Many went forward to the elders for special prayer. 
Everyone was blessed by the anointed singing and musical talent. 

Renewed in the SpiritRenewed in the Spirit
THEME

NC, SC ConventionNC, SC Convention
June 23-25, 2022

Greenville, SC

Special recognition was given to Eddie 
and Faye Davis for their outstanding dedication 
and faithfulness. Eddie Davis is a deacon 
and Faye has served as Church Minister for 
approximately 11 years at the Taylors church 
and five years at Ware Shoals, SC. They are to 
be commended for their tireless efforts and 
exemplary service.

Anointed
preaching 
and 
singing
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“Now when he had left speaking, he said 
unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, 
and let down your nets for a draught. And 
Simon answering said unto him, Master, 
we have toiled all the night, and have 
taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I 
will let down the net. And when they had 
this done, they inclosed a great multitude 
of fishes: and their net brake” (Lk. 5.4-6). 

In these verses, Jesus is near the city of Capernaum 
on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Even though 
it was early in His ministry, the crowds had grown 
to enormous size.  On this occasion, Jesus saw two 
fishing boats sitting on the shore.  He entered one 
and asked the fisherman, Simon Peter, to launch 
the boat away from the shore so He could put some 
distance between the crowds and himself.  Peter did 
as Jesus said, and Jesus taught the people.  When He 
was finished, He told Peter and his brother Andrew 
to launch out into the deep and let down their nets.  
Peter responded by saying, [“There is little use in 
doing so for we have fished all night and there are 
no fish to be caught.  However, if that is what you 
want me to do, I will do it.”]  When he did, the Bible 
says, they caught more fish than they could haul 
into their boat. They then called for their partners, 
James and John, to bring their boat and help them. 
That morning, they caught so many fish their boats 
almost sank.  

The next day, Jesus came to the seashore and 
called to Peter, Andrew, James, and John and said, 
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”  
They immediately left all and followed Jesus. 

However, after Jesus’ resurrection, these men 
returned to their fishing business.  Once again, 
Jesus showed up on the shore.  This time He said, 
“Throw out your nets on the right side of the boat.”  
When they did, they again caught a multitude of 
fish.  John recognized what was going on and told 
Peter, “It is the Lord!”  On both occasions, Jesus 
demonstrated He knew where the fish were.  All 
they needed to do was to listen to His instructions.  
It is the same way when we are fishing for men 
or evangelizing. Jesus knows where the fish are!  
All we need to do is listen to His voice.  

There are many facets to a person’s “Salvation 
Experience.”  Before the evangelist ever speaks 
to a soul and leads him to Christ, the Holy Spirit 
has been already working on his heart convicting 
and drawing him. There may also have been 
other people who planted the seed of the Gospel 
in his mind and heart. Also, someone else may 
have followed that initial discussion about Christ 
with another discussion about the Lord. Before 
a person finally makes the decision to become a 
Christian, many people may have talked to him 
about his soul.  The point is, sometimes we plant, 
sometimes we water. Sometimes we are there for 
the harvest. God knows where every soul is in the 
harvest process.  He knows when a seed needs to 
be planted, and when it needs watered, and when 
the soul is ready for harvest. 

I was personally saved in a church service being 
held at the pastor’s house in Raytown, Missouri 
over 50 years ago.  A preacher preached a message 
which obviously stirred something in my heart.  
As the church prayed, I bowed my head and a 
deacon noticed me with my head down.  He came 
and asked if I wanted to be saved.  He then helped 
me to pray and to receive Jesus as my Savior.  
However, before I went to that service, there 
were many people who prepared me for salvation.  
There were the Sunday school teachers and other 
ministers who had planted a seed.  There were my 
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parents who taught me about Christ and brought me 
to church that night and many nights before that one.  
One planted, another watered, another harvested 
at the direction of the One who wanted me to be 
saved.  The deacon [mentioned above] came to me 
that night at the prodding of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus 
knew where I was and that I was ready. He knows 
where all souls are in the salvation process.  He 
knows those who need the seed; He knows those 
who need watering; He knows those who are ready 
for harvesting.  All we need to do is listen to Him! 
For He is the “Lord of the Harvest” (Mt.9.38).  

The “Lord of the Harvest” is the One in charge.  
He directs His workers to the various fields and tells 
them what they need to do.  He tells some to plant.  He 
directs others to water and fertilize.  He tells others 
to go to certain fields and to harvest.  He is aware of 
what is going on all over His farm or vineyard.  It 
is foolish for the laborers to argue with the Lord of 
the Harvest.  He is really the only One who knows 
exactly what is going on.  In evangelism, we need to 
seek the direction of the Lord of the Harvest.  

We see the Lord directing the evangelism efforts of 
the New Testament church.  In Acts 9 we read about 
Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus.  Before 
anyone came and preached the Gospel to Paul, Jesus 
had already struck him down, spoke to him, and 
revealed himself to him.  He then instructed Paul 
to go to Damascus to await further instructions. 
Jesus was the only one who knew about Paul’s 
experience.  He was the only one who knew he was 
praying in Judas’ house on “Straight Street.”  As far 
as all the Christians in the world knew, Saul was still 
rebellious and beyond redemption.  However, Jesus 
knew differently, for He had spoken to a disciple 
in Damascus named Ananias.  We know nothing 
about this man except he was a disciple.  He was 
not an apostle and there is no mention of him being 
a deacon, prophet, teacher, pastor, or any other kind 
of vocational minister.  All we know is he was a 
disciple with something powerful in his possession.  
He knew the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus, the Lord 
of the Harvest, spoke to him and said, “. . . Arise, 
and go into the street which is called Straight, and 
inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, 
of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth . . .”  The Lord 
knows where the people are who are praying.  He 
knows those who are desperately seeking for His 

help. To be successful evangelists, all we need to do 
is listen to the instructions of the Lord of the Harvest.

At first, Ananias questioned the Lord’s instructions, 
“Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how 
much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:  
and here he hath authority from the chief priests to 
bind all that call on thy name.” Ananias didn’t know 
what was going on in Paul’s life, but the Lord knew. 
He even knew Paul’s intention to destroy Christians 
in Damascus.  However, His grace was greater than 
all of Paul’s sins, and He intended not only to cleanse 
and save Paul, but to use him in a great way in the 
ministry. He therefore instructed Ananias, “Go thy 
way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear 
my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the 
children of Israel . . .”  

When I read the account of Paul’s conversion, I 
always think about the song, There’s Power in the 
Blood: “Would you be free from your burden 
of sin?  There is power in the blood. Would you 
DO SERVICE for Jesus your king?  There is 
wonderful power in the blood.”

Jesus can not only save the “chiefest of sinners,” 
He can make him so that he is “not a whit behind 
the chiefest of apostles” (2 Cor. 11.5).  Ananias did 
as the Lord instructed, and the rest is history. Saul 
became Paul, one of the greatest evangelists in 
history! Ananias got to be a part of Paul’s conversion 
because he listened to the instructions of the Lord of 
the Harvest.  

God knows when and where the harvest is white.  
Most of the time, we look at people without any 
knowledge of what is going on in their heart.  We 
may think they are rebellious and see them seemingly 
as hopeless cases.  However, God knows more than 
we do.  He knows what is going on in people’s hearts 
and in their private lives. This is the reason we need 
to seek the direction of the Lord of the Harvest in 
our work of evangelism. God can 
show us who is ready to be saved!  
Jesus knows where the fish are!
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