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“But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery,
       even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained  
            before the world unto our glory”
        —1 Cor. 2.7



Editorials . . .

Wade H. Phillips

          Another Heartwarming and Thrilling Eff ort 
        $113, 888.44 Raised in March Mission drive

I want to commend all our pastors, mission directors, and churches for 
another outstanding eff ort in raising funds for World Missions. The churches together raised 
$113,888.44 for the March drive. Behind that incredible off ering was a lot of hard work, cooperation, 
and generous giving. And behind that was a vision of lost humanity and scattered sheep, and a sincere 
burden to evangelize the world with the glorious Gospel of Christ. Our people in Zion love God and 
their neighbors who live under the banners of approximately 200 nations around world: “peoples, and 
multitudes, and nations and tongues [tribes of people]” where the “great whore” now proudly sits 
(Rev. 17.15).  In the midst of this innumerable throng of spiritually-blind humanity is Zion Assembly 
blowing the Gospel trumpet (Mt. 24.31; Is. 58.1; Jer. 51.27; Joel 2.1-2, 12-16), crying out to billions of 
lost souls on earth, “repent and believe the Gospel,” and to millions of believers [“other sheep”] in God’s 
kingdom saying, “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues” (Rev. 18.4). 

Greenville Church Does It Again!

All our pastors and wonderful people deserve to be praised for their hard work and generosity demonstrated 
in the March Mission drive, but none more than the Greenville, South Carolina church led by Pastor Scott 
Neill and mission director, Becky Land. The mission spirit is burning so brightly in Greenville that the 
church raised the outstanding amount of $20.264.73. Last year it seemed unlikely that any church would 
ever exceed the Cleveland church in the March and October Mission drives, for Cleveland had led the 
way for so many years. But Greenville did it in October and has done it again in March. Praise the Lord! 
Congratulations to Pastor Neill, Becky Land, and all the saints there in the Greenville church. Cleveland 
again raised a tremendous off ering, $17, 744.54, and is worthy of honorable mention. All our people in 
every church are hereby commended for this great eff ort. The total off ering refl ects what can be done 
when all our churches pull together.

It remains now to see if any other church will be raised up by the Lord to exceed the Greenville 
and Cleveland churches. Oh, it’s wonderful to “provoke [one another] unto love and good works”
(Heb. 10.24; Rom. 11.11-14) and to always “seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church”
(1 Cor. 14.12). We are all in this great work together: laboring as one body in Christ to fulfi ll 
the Great Commission. Together, there is nothing we cannot accomplish “through Christ which 
strengtheneth [us]!”  

School of Ministry Institute [SMI]

By the time our subscribers and readers receive this issue of the Voice of Zion, SMI in Cleveland should 
be in full swing. The theme is “Exploring the Mysteries of Christ and the Church.” An enrollment of 
more than 60 students is expected.    
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The church (Gk. ekklesia, signifying those 
“called out” of the kingdom of God to form the 
visible body of Christ) is the medium or vehicle 
through which the Bible has come down to 
us: and it is the interpretive agent of the whole 
Scriptural revelation. In a mystery the church 
is also the product of that revelation. She is so 
interwoven with biblical revelation that the two 
can hardly be separated. Paul, Peter, James, 
Jude, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, et al. were 
church of God ministers and members before 
they wrote the New Testament. Yet, the Word 
existed before it was written; for the Living 
Word of God, Jesus Christ, whom they had 
received into their hearts as Lord and Savior, 
was invisible and eternal before He was made 
visible in flesh. Thus, the church knew the Word 
before it was written.

New Testament writers had first 
received spiritually the Living Word into their 
lives, and afterward endeavored to perfect their 
way by the Written Word which was transmitted 
through them by the Holy Spirit. The essence of 
the Written Word therefore took its visible form 
from the Invisible Word, Jesus Christ. This is 
the essential nature of the church, which the 
apostle Paul captures in the image of the “body 
of Christ” (Rom. 12.4-5; 1 Cor. 12.28; Eph. 
4.12, 16; Col. 1.18). The church is the corporate 
embodiment of Christ, and by extension the 
embodiment of the whole Godhead in and 
through Him (Jn. 1.1-3, 14; 10.30; 14.23; 17.20-
23; 1 Cor. 6.15-20; 2 Cor. 3.2-3; Col. 2.9; Eph. 
2.19-22): the walking, talking incarnation of 
the invisible God, breathing out the life of God 
through the indwelling of Christ and the Holy 
Spirit, and, as such, conforming ever more 
perfectly to the image of the eternal Father as 
revealed in Christ and His Word (Rom. 8.29; 
12.2; Jn. 17.1-26; 2 Cor. 3.18; 11.3; 2 Cor. 4.4; 
Eph. 4.1-7, 11-24; 5.26-27; Phil. 2.5-9; Col. 1.15; 
2.2, 6-10; 1 Thess. 4.2-3; Heb. 1.3; Prov. 4.18; Is. 
26.7-9; et al).

    The Bible can have no proper effect on the 
church outwardly unless its living Counterpart is 
inwardly working through her. This indwelling 
of the Godhead in her, and her indwelling in 
God gives her supreme value: “Christ in you 
[the church], the hope of glory” (Col. 1.27). 
“And to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that we might be filled with all the 
fullness of God. Now unto Him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages
. . . (Eph. 3.19-21). Then, it is not the objective 
work of the church that is primary to its nature 
but its subjective experience in God through the 
Holy Spirit. The Written Word is designed to 
bring the betrothed bride to the perfect image 
of God, to the full stature of Christ, qualifying 
her marriage to Him (Eph. 411-16; 5.26-32; 
Rev. 19.7-8). Just as the old law served as a 
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, so the “law 
of Christ,” the “law of faith”; the “law of the 
Spirit” brings us together into full and perfect 
accord with Christ (Gal.4.24; 1 Cor. 9.21; see 
also 2.27; Rom.8.2; 10.4, 17; Eph. 4.13; et al.). 
       Then the church’s essential dynamic power 
comes from her spiritual nature, qualifying and 
enabling her judicial function. Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians before there was a canonized New 
Testament: “Ye are our epistle written in our 
hearts, known and read of all men: Forasmuch 
as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle 
of Christ ministered by us, written not with 
ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in 
tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart” 
(2 Cor. 3.2-3). Accordingly, the very ground of the 
church is spiritual, not rational, that is, the very 
life of the church is born of faith and, as such, is a 
mystery “[hidden] with Christ in God” (Col.3.3). 

Still, however, as aforesaid, the living 
Word of God is written upon our hearts by 
“the Spirit of the living God,” working with 
the rational and objective aspects of our nature 
enabling us to interpret the graphic Word of 
God, the Holy Sriptures, according to the will of 

THE CHURCH AND REVELATION

Chapter Six

Note: This is part one of two parts that comprises Chapter Six of the 
Presiding Bishop’s second edition of God, the Church, and Revelation.
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God. Accordingly, the will and purpose of God, 
and God Himself, are better understood by the 
Written Word: and the church is enabled as such 
to be perfected in the image of Christ (Mt. 21.42; 
22.29; 26.56; Lk. 24.27, 32; Jn. 2.22; 5.39; 7.38, 
42; 19.37; Acts 17.2, 11; Rom. 4.32; 8.29; Tim. 
3.15-17; Eph. 4.11-16; 5.26-27).

Christ: The Rock
and Foundation of the Church

Church: The Pillar
and Ground of the Truth

This is doubtlessly the reason Paul likens the 
church to a pillar upon which the truth of God is 
displayed and made known: for he calls the church 
“the church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3.15). In describing 
the church by this title, the apostle may mean 
in one sense that the church forms the visible 
foundation upon which the living Word stands. 
However, this cannot be his primary meaning: 
for the living Word, Jesus Christ, is eternal, self-
existent, and self-sustaining. He possesses the 
ground of His existence in Himself, and, as such, 
needs no external or visible support. Indeed, He 
holds up the church rather than being held up 
by the church. He is the “Rock” upon which the 
church is built! (Mt. 16.17-18; 1 Cor. 10.4; Ps. 31.2-
3; 42.9; 61.2; 62.2): the “chief cornerstone” for 
the whole visible structure of the house of God 
(Mt. 21.42; 1 Cor. 3.11; Eph. 2.19-22; 1 Pet. 2.6-7). 

Then what does the apostle mean 
primarily by referring to the church as the 
“pillar and ground of the truth”? Doubtlessly, 
that the church serves as the pillar upon which 
the Written Word is displayed, and the Living 
Word is manifested. His metaphor of the church 
as a pillar reflects a common practice in ancient 
civil governments, in which the proclamations 
of kings and rulers were posted or displayed 
upon pillars of public buildings for the citizens 
to read and be informed of the ruler’s law and 
requirements. In like manner the church serves 
as a pillar upon which the message [the Gospel] 
is displayed and proclaimed. The church is also, 
however, the visible body in and through which 
the invisible living God is “manifestly declared,” 
that is, she is “the epsitle of Christ ministered 
by us, written not with ink, but with the Sprit 
of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in 
the fleshly tables of the heart” (2 Cor. 3.2-3). In 
this sense, the church is the embodiment of the 
Word of God “. . . known and read of all men.”   

Christ and the Church:
The Mystical Ladder

In the light of this mystery, we can see the gravity 
and responsibility of being God’s church. It is not 
something of which to boast so much as to fear, 
to reverence. The experience of Jacob at Luz 
underlies this point. He saw the church in a vision 
as a “dreadful place” because of God’s awesome 
presence and holiness (Gen. 28.11-22). He 
promptly changed the name of the place therefore 
to Bethel (“House of God”). His vision revealed 
the church not merely as an earthly entity, but 
a house with a divine connection to heaven: a 
“ladder” [a staircase or ramp] upon which angels 
ascended and descended, connecting Jacob 
(regenerate man) to the Lord who stood at the 
top of the ladder: “the Lord . . . stood above it”   
saying, “I   am   the   Lord . . . thy . . . God.” 

Like the incarnate Christ, the church is 
earthy, which Jacob memorialized with a stone 
pillar: but she is also heavenly in the sense that she 
is connected to heaven via the ascended Christ and 
the indwelling of the Spirit. Now observe; just as 
Jesus is a divine-human person, so the church is 
both divine and human; having been transformed 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and indwelt by 
Christ, but subsequently being also betrothed to 
Him and as such, becoming “flesh of his flesh, 
and bone of his bones (Gen. 2.21-24; Is. 62.5; 
Ezek. 16.8; 2 Cor. 11.2-3; Eph. 5.29-32; Rev. 19.7-
8). The oneness of Christ and the church via the 
marriage motif is here revealed: for what belongs 
to one belongs to the other. In one sense Christ 
is the ladder (note Jn. 1.51); in another sense the 
church is the ladder, that is, the divine structure 
upon which angels ascend and descend carrying 
messages from the Lord who stands above the 
ladder. Thus, Christ is the door or gate (Jn. 10.2, 
7, 9); but so is the church (Gen. 28.17; Is. 60.11). 
Christ was the Light of the world while He was 
upon the earth, but now the church is that light, 
that is, the visible church embodies His light and 
shines it forth throughout the world (Jn. 8.12; 
9.5; Mt. 5.14). See below the list of comparisons 
between Christ and the church. 

The church is also pictured in Jacob’s 
vision by the covenant motif. “And Jacob vowed 
a vow . . .” (Gen. 28.20; 31.13; Ex. 19.5-8; 2 Kg. 
23.2-3; Ezra 10.3-5; Neh. 9.38; Is. 62.5; Jer. 50.5; 
Ezek. 16.8; 2 Cor. 11.2-3) and in his commitment 
to tithe (Gen. 28.22), which is God’s financial 
plan for His church (Mal. 3.8-10; Neh. 10.38; 
Mt. 23.23).  
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The Church:
 Counterpart of Christ

The church is revealed in almost every book 
of the Bible as the counterpart of Christ. The 
word “counterpart” here is employed because 
it signifies by definition: “A person or thing 
resembling or corresponding to another.” 
“Copy or duplicate.” “A thing which added to 
another, completes or compliments it; hence, 
a person having qualities wanting in another, 
and such as make him or her complete.”1 

Husband—Wife
Vine—Branches 

Builder—building  
Bridegroom—Bride

Shepherd—Fold
High Priest—Royal Priesthood   

Governor—Government
Captain—Army
King—Queen

Truth—Pillar of Truth
Lord—Stewards

God—People of God
Sun—Moon

Stone—Stones
Householder—House

Adam—Eve
Beloved—Beloved

Head—Body
Isaac—Rebecca
Temple—Temple

Door—Gate (Door)
Boaz—Ruth
Light—Light
Ruler—City
Way—Way

Pince—Holy Nation
Cornerstone—Foundation

Minister—Ministers
Judge—Judges

Counsellor—Counsellors
Servant—Servants

Prince of Peace—City of Peace

These metaphors are used to describe the 
mutual characteristics and dimensions of Christ 
and the church, and their deep reciprocating 
relationship. This relationship is an unspeakably 
deep mystery: for even the perfection of Christ is 
dependent on the perfection of the church. But let 
me hasten here to explain such a bold statement. 

1 Webster’s New Universal Unabridged Dictionary (Simon 
and Schuster, 1972.  

Christ is indeed morally perfect, both before and 
after His incarnation; He is eternally perfect. 
But the idea of being “perfected” or “being 
made perfect” is on several occasions applied 
to Christ (Lk. 13.32; Heb. 2.10; 5.9; et al.). The 
verb here is derived from the Greek term, telos, 
which signifies something “reaching its end”; 
“conclusion”; “to complete or fulfill.”2 This is 
the sense in which the apostle Paul explains the 
perfection of Christ in Eph. 4.13. He means that 
the perfection of the church [the bride] signals 
also the perfection of Christ [the bridegroom]; 
hence, “the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife [church] hath made herself ready.” She 
has put on her wedding garment, so also Christ 
[the bridegroom] is now ready to return from His 
Father’s house to receive His bride as His own, 
and He is thereby also perfected: not morally or 
spiritually but in the sense of having completed 
His mission (Eph. 4.13; see also Mt. 25.1-13; Jn. 
14.1-3; Eph. 5.26-32; 1 Thess. 4.16-18; Rev. 19.7-8).   

The Bible and Holy Spirit:
A Reciprocating Dynamic

It takes the Spirit to understand the Word (1 Cor. 
2.9-13), yet it takes the Word to discern what is 
Spirit (Jn 12.48; 1 Jn. 4.1). The Written Word 
clothes the truth with objectivity, while the Living 
Word subjects the church to God through the Holy 
Spirit. Both perspectives are necessary in the 
process of revelation, and for understanding and 
interpretating that revelation: for each witnesses 
infallibly to the other. Jesus once reprimanded 
a denomination of Jews, saying, “Ye do err, not 
knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God” 
(Mt. 22.29). Implicit in these remarks is that both 
the Scriptures and the illumination of the Holy 
Ghost are necessary to formulate and establish the 
church’s deepest convictions and dogma. For while 
Jesus said, “Search the Scriptures” (John 5:39), He 
also said, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew 
you things to come” (16.13). Paul said, “Study . . . 
[the Scriptures to show yourselves] approved unto 
God,” and again, “. . . the Holy Scriptures . . . are  
able  to make . . . [you] wise unto salvation” (2 
Tim. 2.15;  3.15). But he also said, “But God hath 
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God”; 

2 Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, pp. 
173-176. 
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and again, “That your faith should not stand in 
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God” (1 
Cor. 2.10, 15). 

Here, then, is the great mystery of the 
church’s nature: it is the ground upon which the 
dynamic action of revelation, illumination, and 
interpretation interact. It is the divine-human 
agency through which the Truth is both revealed 
and understood. The Truth is essentially God 
Himself, but His will and purpose is revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures, through the Holy Spirit and by the 
instrumentality of the church.

The Bible can stand as revelation itself, so 
the real issue is interpretation. What does the 
revelation say? How can its proper meaning be 
known? The interpretation of Scripture is what 
forms the peculiarity of a biblically oriented 
fellowship, not the fact that the fellowship 
confesses the Bible to be inerrant and infallible. 
Many religious organizations acknowledge that 
the Bible is inspired and inerrant, and espouse 
it as their only authority for government, belief, 
and practice. Most Reformation churches stated 
this in their creedal statements; and today many 
fundamentalist and evangelical organizations 
tenaciously cling to the doctrine that the Bible is 
their rule of faith. Yet, these organizations, even 
Pentecostal fellowships, remain fragmented and 
denominated by their conflicting hermeneutics 
and exegeses, resulting in a multiplicity of 
contradictory doctrines. So then, it is the peculiar 
interpretations of the Bible that form the self-
contradictory nature of denominationalism, 
which in turn divide God’s people. 

“A Peculiar People”

Zion Assembly fellowships spiritually with all 
of God’s people in the context of the Kingdom 
of God: for the kingdom is made up of all born-
again believers who share the same spiritual DNA 
[deoxyribonucleic acid) in Christ (Jn. 3.3-8; Lk. 
17.20-21; Gal. 4.16, 29; Col. 1.13; 1 Pet. 1.22-23). 
Yet, this spiritual affinity we have with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ everywhere is not a full-blown 
biblical fellowship, not a visible union, not a church 
fellowship in which all the believers agree to walk 
together by the same rule of faith, government, and 
discipline (Rom. 15.5-6; 16.17; 1 Cor. 1.10; Phil. 
3.16; 1 Tim. 1.3; 4.6, 13, 16; 6.3; 2 Tim. 4.2-3). A 
sacred covenant [agreement] is what constitutes the 
church, without which there can be no real or true 
church! The designation “peculiar people” implies 
this covenant union in which the members of the 
church not only identify with Christ but with one 

another in Christ and His Word (Jn. 17, 6, 8, 14; see 
also Ex. 19.5-8; Mt. 4.4; 13.21; 28.20; Mk. 8.38; Lk. 
9.26; Jn. 8.47; 12.48; 1 Cor. 12.12-28; 1 Pet. 2.9). 

The often-employed term “one another” 
presupposes a visible union in which the graces of 
God are manifested in the members as they interact 
together as one body in Christ (Jn. 13.34-35; Rom. 
13.8; Gal 5.13; Eph. 4.2; 1 Pet. 1.22). These believers 
therefore not only have the same spiritual DNA, the 
basic molecular and chromosomal pattern within 
themselves—the seed of Christ but are united 
in one visible “body of Christ.”  As such, the 
members have carried the analogy of DNA further 
to fulfill the role of RNA [ribonucleic acid]: namely, 
to transmit the hereditary pattern in the DNA into 
the formation of the church. The great majority of 
believers simply have not yielded to the role of the 
messenger RNA within themselves, allowing the 
Holy Spirit to use them to form the body of Christ—
to fit the members [eyes, ears, nose, legs, arms, etc.] 
together into one functional organism that pleases 
God (1 Cor. 12.13-14, 18; Eph. 2.21; 4.16). 

 It is with this understanding that we are 
enabled to discern and better interpret the apostle’s 
meaning in 1 Cor. 12.13: “For by one Spirit are 
we all baptized into one body.” A key word in 
the Greek text [Textus Receptus and others] of 
this verse is the preposition eis, rendered “into” 
in the KJV and other English translations. But 
when the preposition eis is used with a verb that 
is in motion—baptized in this case—eis is better 
rendered “unto” or “toward.” Paul’s meaning thus 
seems to be that we are all regenerated [born-again] 
by the Holy Spirit (Jn. 3.8; Rom. 8.10-16; 1 Pet.1.22-
23) toward being formed into the body of Christ. 
The new birth begins to move the believer toward 
being incorporated and fitted into the visible body 
of Christ. 

The Spirit thus works as an inner unction 
[like DNA and RNA] in believers toward this end: 
to form [“set them in order,” 1 Cor. 12.18, 28; Eph. 
4.16] in the church as it pleases God.3

3 The reputable exegete, Gordon Fee, says regarding 1 Cor. 
12.13: “In this sentence the goal of their common ‘immersion’ 
in the one Spirit is ‘into/unto one body.’ The precise nuance of 
this preposition is not certain. It is often given a local sense, sug-
gesting that all are baptized ‘into’ the same reality, namely the 
body of Christ, the implication being that there is a prior entity 
called the body of Christ, of which one becomes a part by being 
immersed in the Spirit. But with verbs of motion like ‘baptize’ 
this proposition most often has the sense of ‘movement toward 
so as to be in.” In the present case the idea of ‘goal’ seems more 
prominent. That is, the purpose of our common experience of the 
Spirit is that we be formed into one body. Hence, ‘we all were 
immersed in the one Spirit, so as to become one body” (Gordon 
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C.K. Barrett, an eminent New Testament 
scholar, has likewise discerned this same meaning 
in 1 Cor. 12.13.  He notes that eis is not used here 
in the local sense but as describing the result of the 
process, that is, we were all baptized in one Spirit 
so as to become one body in Christ.4 This is the 
same rendering found in The Complete Bible: An 
American Translation: “. . . baptized in one Spirit 
to form one body.”  And again, the Revised English 
Bible reads, “for in one Spirit we were all brought 
into one body . . .”   

The new birth thus initiates the believer into 
the process. The Spirit received in regeneration 
guides and molds the believer into the visible form 
and function of the body of Christ. And thus He 
“sets the members in the body as it pleases him” (1 
Cor.12.18, 28), and again, He “fitly [joins] together” 
the believers to form the body of Christ (Eph. 4.16). 
Take note of Paul’s language in 2 Cor. 11.2. Here 
he says, “I have espoused [betrothed] you to one 
husband . . .”  This shows that the ministers are 
involved in the visible process of adding members 
to the church. It reminds us of the prophecy of 
Isaiah: “For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so 
shall thy sons marry thee: and as a bridegroom 
rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice 
over thee” (Is. 62.5).    

Again, we have a common or family unity 
in Christ through the new birth: but the church, the 
body of Christ, is distinguished from the family 
relationship. It is a visible union, an institutional 
structure in which all who join in the union agree 
to subject themselves under the same government, 
teachings, and discipline. The church’s fellowship 
therefore at some point distinguishes itself from 
independent believers and religious organizations 
that interpret Scripture differently from Zion 
Assembly and divides God’s people against 
each other in the various unscriptural religious 
governments, doctrines, and disciplinary systems. 

This begs the question, of course: How does 
Zion Assembly explain and justify her peculiar 
interpretation of Scripture over against other groups 
and her claim to be the peculiar church of the Bible? 
How can Zion Assembly say its interpretations are 
right and others are wrong?

D. Fee, The First Epistle to the Corinthians in The New Inter-
national Commentary on the New Testament [Grand Raids, MI: 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 1987, 606). 
4  C.K. Barret, The First Epistle to the Corinthians in Black’s 
New Testament Commentary: (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson 
Publishers, Inc., 1968, p. 278. 

 Or else, how can we say the interpretations 
of others are not as true as our own? How can we 
say that we are uniquely the “pillar and ground 
of the truth?”  On what ground do we base our 
teaching that Christians in other organizations 
should “come out” of denominationalism 
and/or independency and be visibly joined 
together under the government, teachings, and 
discipline of Zion Assembly? How can we say 
we are the Lord’s prophetic Zion over against 
denominationalism that identifies more with 
the symbolic “Babylon” of revelation5  than the 
church of the Bible (compare Ps. 45.9-17; 46.4-
5; 48.1-3, 11-14; 50.2; 87.2-3; Is. 2.1-4; 60.14; Jer. 
50.24—51.37; Ezek.16.8 with Gen. 11.1-9; Is. 
1.21-28; Jer. 2.19—3.14; Rev. 17.1—18.4). We 
reply that Zion Assembly’s doctrine is one and 
agrees with the prophetic Scriptures, which are 
reasonable and consistent with the nature and 
works of God. 

Still, something more than a rational 
interpretation of Scripture is necessary to 
identify Zion Assembly with the bride of 
Christ; something more than the institution of 
the General Assembly (the highest corporate 
council in the church); something more than 
conferences and committees. While these 
“helps” are necessary in their proper place 
and function, still the church is more than the 
sum of these things. Somehow, we have always 
understood, either rationally or intuitively, 
that something more is necessary to support 
the church’s claim to be a special people and 
divine institution. We will endeavor, therefore, 
in this chapter to draw out of the “great mystery” 
a more profound understanding of the essential 
nature of the Bible church, burdening ourselves 
with the obligations meet for those who claim 
to be God’s church. If we can acquire a more 
rational awareness of the church’s reason-for-
being, and her nature, function, and purpose, we 
may save ourselves from doubting what our souls 
and spirits otherwise know to be so.

5  Babylon in biblical prophecy is almost always set over against 
Zion/Jerusalem, beginning in Genesis and ending in Revela-
tion. See Gen. 10.8-10;11.1-9 and cp. with 14.18-20; also Rev. 
17.1—18.24 and cp. with 19.1-8 and 21.2, 9-10. [Note: Salem, 
in Gen. 14.18, is Jerusalem, the city of God, set over against 
Babel [“Babylon,” the city of the world!] In many prophecies 
“Babylon” is representative of an idolatrous one world religious 
system that culminates in Rev. 17.1—18.24 and is destroyed by 
the power of God in 18.16-24. See also Is. 21.9; 44.23; 47.9; 
49.13; Jer. 50.31-34; 51.48, 63-64; Ezek.27.27-34.    
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THE CHURCH:
SUBORDINATE TO SCRIPTURE

We have shown how and why the church has been 
gifted with a fully canonized written revelation 
of God and His will. It only follows then that the 
church’s authority is inseparable from biblical 
authority: for God is the author and inspiration 
of both the Bible and the church. Every action, 
every decision, every effort struck by the church 
is therefore a foul ball, so to speak, if it is not 
supported by the Word of God. Every heartbeat 
of the Body of Christ may result in a coronary if 
it is not in accord with the written Word. We are 
involved in a sacred and fearful business! 

The declaration of Jesus in Mt. 16.18-19 
must be scrutinized on this account, for 
misinterpretation works contrary to God’s 
desire and may be devastating to the ends and 
purposes of the church: 

“And I say also unto thee, That thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. And 
I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” 

We have established elsewhere that the 
Rock, in this reference, upon which the church 
is built, is divine revelation, particularly the 
revelation of Christ. And this revelation was 
inscribed by the infallible inspiration and 
providential guidance of the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 
1.19-21), that is, the Word of God was graphically 
manifested and infallibly recorded as Scripture. 
Again, the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit are 
never contradictory. We may say, therefore, 
that the church is built upon the authority of 
the Scriptures and progresses gradually in that 
prophetic revelation as it is illuminated by the 
Holy Spirit.

To deviate from the authority and doctrine 
of Scripture always ends in error and antichrist. 
This has already been shown with the apostasy 
of the New Testament church in the fourth 
century under the emperorship of Constantine 
the Great, and the subsequent antichrist practices 
adopted by the Roman Catholic Church [RCC] 
during the Dark Ages. Mt.16.19, then, must be 
interpreted in the light of this fact. The phrase, 

“keys of the kingdom of heaven” implies that 
the church’s ultimate authority resides in heaven 
and specifically in God. Christ is the Author 
(authority) and Finisher of our faith and Head 
of the church: and the Holy Spirit is the Chief 
Executive Director (Col. 1.18; 2.19; Heb. 12.2). 
There is no implication in Matthew’s passage 
which gives the church authority to work 
unilaterally or separately from God. Indeed, 
“we are laborers together with God . . .” (1 Cor. 
3.9; 2 Cor. 6.1). The phrase, “whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven” is more a caution and 
admonition than a mandate to work independent 
of the will of God in heaven. Which is to say, 
if the church agrees upon earth concerning 
anything, it must first be proved by Scripture 
and the manifest assurance of the Spirit that its 
decisions have been agreed upon in heaven. The 
church has no authority whatsoever to “bind” or 
“loose” anything or anyone, without the person 
or thing having been previously established in 
heaven. For the “keys” are designed and fitted to 
open for us the treasures of heaven (Heb. 6.4-6; Ps. 
103.19-22). When the church misuses or abuses 
her powers and privileges, heaven does not cover 
her blunders. Heaven may forgive the church’s 
mistakes but never supports her mistakes. Jesus 
thus taught the church to pray, “Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven” (Mt. 6.10): for unless 
the church works truly it works powerlessly, and 
all its efforts will be fruitless and wasted. 

Historically, the church on many occasions 
during her infancy and adolescence was drawn 
away from the faith and apostatized (Acts. 20.29-
30; 1 Tim. 4.1-3; 2 Tim. 3.1-7, 13; 2 Pet. 1-22; Jude 
3-4; Rev. 2.5), no less so than did the “church 
in the wilderness” under Moses (1 Cor. 10.1-12) 
and afterwards under the watch and oversight of 
the judges and prophets (Is. 1.21-18; 13.19; Jer. 
2.19-22; 18.1-17; Ezek. 36.1–37.28). This is the 
reason that tradition must never be accepted as 
a rule of faith, nor especially be equated with 
Scripture. While tradition based in truth is a 
helpful aspect of biblical interpretation, it often 
results only in time-honored error. Cyprian 
[c. 200-258], a celebrated Latin father of the 
Early Church, wrote: Consuetudo sine veritate 
vestas erroris est [“Custom (tradition) without 
truth is merely error clothed in (deception)”]. 
Elevating tradition above the Scriptural 
revelation is the method by which the RCC has 
prostituted the Gospel of Christ and His truth. 
Though the Roman church vehemently denies 
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this accusation, it is all too obvious to those who 
have surveyed her history and read the documents 
of the councils’ conclusions. Hundreds of pagan 
traditions have been mixed into her worship and 
have influenced her governmental and doctrinal 
development through the centuries. False 
practices and traditions of men became merely 
“time-honored errors.” But this is true also 
with all the Protestant denominations. Hundreds 
of deceptive practices have been accepted or 
legislated by the various organizations with no 
basis in Scripture or the Gospel: and some are 
“damnable heresies” (2 Pet. 2.1; see also 1 Tim. 
4.1-2; 2 Tim. 3.1-16; 4.2-4).          

Holy Scripture is the true church’s only 
rule of faith, practice, government, and discipline. 
Alexander Cruden (Cruden’s Complete Concordance 
to the Old and New Testaments) discerned the essence 
of Zion Assembly’s position along these lines 
more than a century before our fathers restored 
the Bible church in the late nineteenth- and early 
twentieth century.
 

“All other books are of little 
importance in comparison with the 
Holy Scriptures, which are a revelation 
from God, and are given as the only 
rule of faith and practice.”

CHRIST REVEALED TO AND IN 
AND THROUGH THE CHURCH

There is one way in which God and His purposes 
are revealed to the church, another way in which 
they are revealed in the church, and still another 
way in which they are revealed through the 
church. The book of Revelation for example is 
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ . . . unto his 
servant John” (Rev.1.1). The apostle John who 
had “bore witness” of Christ was commissioned 
to write down this revelation (vv. 1-3, 9-19; 1 Jn. 
1.1-4). But there is another way in which Christ 
was revealed in and through John and all the 
apostles (Acts 3.4-12). They not only objectified 
the revelation in Scripture but embodied the 
revelation in their persons. The apostle Paul thus 
says, “But when it pleased God . . . to reveal 
his Son in me, that I might preach him among 
the heathen . . .” (Gal. 1.15-16). Here the Gospel 
is revealed in Paul but also through him via 
preaching. 

The Gospel is revealed most effectually, 
therefore, to and in and through the whole church. 
Paul shows this by employing the metaphors, 
“body of Christ” (1 Cor. 12.12-28; 2 Cor. 3.2-3); 
“temple of God” (1 Cor. 6.19; 2 Cor. 6.16), “house 
of God” (Gen. 28.17; 1 Kg. 6.1; 1 Tim. 3.15; Heb. 
3.6), “city of God” (Mt. 5.14; 1 Tim. 3.15; Is. 
60.14), etc. The church thus collectively presents 
a clearer and more thorough revelation of Christ 
and the Gospel than what John or Paul or any 
other individual prophet or apostle could manifest 
in and of themselves. For the church corporately 
and universally embodies the “measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4.13): 
all the prophetic wisdom and knowledge of all 
the prophets and apostles collectively, including 
the knowledge and wisdom of Christ (Acts 2.42;
1 Cor. 1.24-31; 2.7-16; Eph. 2.20-22). It was thus 
that Jesus said, 

“It is expedient for you that I go away: 
for if I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you; but if I depart, I 
will send him unto you. And when . . . 
he, the Spirit of tuth is come, he will 
guide you into all truth: for he shall 
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak: and will 
show you things to come . . . for he shall 
receive of mine, and shall show it unto 
you” (Jn. 16.7, 12-15; see also Jn. 14.26; 
15.26). 

THE JUDICIOUS NATURE
 OF THE CHURCH

The written revelation of God and His truth 
to the church answers to her judicious nature; 
whereas the revelation in and through the 
church answers to her spiritual nature. If this is 
properly understood and liberty is given to both 
the judicious and spiritual aspects of the church’s 
nature, she will be able to function in a theocratic 
manner and fulfill her calling as God’s prophetic 
ekklesia.6

6  R. G. Spuring restored the church on this basis on August 19, 
1886, and Tomlinson joined it on this basis on June 13, 1903. 
He emphasized and clarified the principles and distictions of 
the judicial and executive aspects of the church in his The Last 
Great Conflict, pp. 68-69 and in his Annual Addresses, e.g., 
HAA, I, p 66.   
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General Assembly:
 A Judicial Body

The first General Assembly held on January 26-
27, 1906, following the restoration of the church 
in August 1886, defined itself as being “judicial 
only.” The decree stated, “We do not consider 
ourselves a legislative or executive body but 
judicial only.” This profound declaration and 
the watchfulness of General Overseer A. J. 
Tomlinson spared the church from apostasy on 
more than one occasion.7 However, after the 
passing of Tomlinson and the first generation 
of leaders, the church accepted the idea that 
the vision and illumination of the first generation 
was complete, particularly as it was envisioned 
and understood by Tomlinson. 

Accordingly, the succeeding generations 
of the church were to simply carry out and fulfill 
the vision of Tomlinson and that first generation 
of pioneers of the “last days Church of God.”8 

7  Ironically, Tomlinson and some of his closet supporters in 
leadership were also the source of some erroneous miconcep-
tions and developments, particularly after the disruption of the 
church in 1922-23. Being especially zealous for an exclusive 
identity, they adopted a church flag [banner] which was said to 
fulfill prophecy (Ps. 60.4; Is. 13.2); purchased a large tract of 
land [216 acres] where Tomlinson had prayed and received his 
revelation of the “last days Church of God” in June 1903, and 
developed a multimillion dollar theme park called “Fields of the 
Wood” to celebrate that event. It was claimed that this event 
and location fulfilled the prophecies in Ps. 132.4-6; Is. 60.1-3; et 
al.  In addition several other auxiliaries [support ministries] were 
adopted to “perfect” the church and fulfill certain prophecies, 
for example, the “marking program,” “honor stone program,” 
“White Angel Fleet,” etc., all of which were supported by misin-
terpreting and misapplying biblical passages. It should be said, 
however, that none of these erros were of a deeply serious nature 
nor affected the church’s sound doctrines regarding the biblical 
order of salvation, and the essential principles of their original 
understanding of the Bible chuurch. They were not therefore de-
liberate transgressions of the truth but rather unfortunate abber-
ations. The most serious error regarding the government of the 
church was in connection with the office of General Overseer 
and its developement between 1912-1914. The office became a 
major source of controversy and lended itself to the disruption 
of the church in 1922-23, and the subsequent divisións in 1943, 
1957, and 1993.   
8  Lillie Duggar, A. J. Tomlinson (Cleveland, TN: White Wing 
Publishing House and Press, 1963, pp.

This idea plainly contradicted not only the clear 
teaching of Scripture (Jn. 5.39; Eph. 4.13; Phil. 
3.10-16; 2 Tim. 2.15; Rev.19.7) but also the inspired 
decision of the First Assembly—the agreement to 
walk together in the light of the ever-unfolding 
prophetic revelation in the Scriptures. The effect 
of this error was impacting negatively, working 
against the very nature of the church; for when 
the church stops “seeking,” “searching,” 
“thirsting,” and “hungering” for an ever more 
perfect knowledge of Christ and His church as 
revealed in the Scriptures and illuminated by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, it ceases to be prophetic 
and judicial and becomes rather legislative and 
executive. And the more executive and legislative 
the church becomes the less spiritual it becomes; 
and the less spiritual and prophetic the church 
becomes, the more static and dry it becomes. 

In this way “Theocratic Government” 
is very subtlety supplanted by forms of 
Episcopalism [Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, 
Anglicanism, Methodist, etc.], Presbyterianism 
[Presbyterians, Reformed churches, etc.], and 
Congregationalism [Baptist, Independents, 
etc.].9  

9 Tomlinson was a gifted and charismatic leader, church orga-
nizer, and visionary. But being merely a man, Bishop Tomlinson 
was of course limited in his ability to “generally oversee” the 
church and fulfill the high expectations suggested by the title 
of his office—“General Overseer,” a title that he recommended. 
Jesus Christ is the sole “Head” and “Savior” of the church, and, 
by virtue of His exalted appointment by the Father and by the 
divine perfections He shared with the Father [omnipotence, om-
niscience, omnipresence, infinite wisdom, etc.], He is the only 
One capable and worthy of fulfilling such an exalted position. 
Christ is head over the church, appointed by the Father, whereas, 
leadership in the church is under Christ (Eph. 1.22; Heb. 3.4-6). 
Neither is Christ merely the head who turns another head who in 
turn governs the church on earth [like in the RCC papal system 
of government]; rather Christ is ever present and active over the 
church in and through the person and work of the Holy Spirit: 
and the heavenly Father is over all (Is. 45.5-7; Jn. 1.18; 4.23; 
5.18-23, 26, 30, 36-37; 6.27, 32, 3744-46; 57; 8.16, 18-19, 28-29, 
38; Jn. 12.50). Under the image of the “body of Christ,” Christ 
is Head of the church and the Holy Spirit is His Chief Executive 
in this present age: and, as such, the Spirit carries out universally 
the will of Christ, whose Will is the same as the Father’s (Jn. 
7.16; 10.18, 24-25, 29-35; 16.7-9, 12-15). Thus “the head of 
every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; 
and the head of Christ is God” (1 Cor. 11.3; Eph. 4.15; 5.23; 
Col. 1.3, 15-19; 2.2-3, 9-10; Phil. 2.5-10), The highest tribunal of 
authroity in the church under Christ is the General Assembly or 
General Council—the assembled body of the universal church. 
The Council in Acts 15.1—16.5 is a perfect illustration of how 
this system of governemt works. Since Christ ascended back to 
the Father, the church has no visible head like in the popish sys-
tem of Roman Catholicism. The tendency to err in this respect, 
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A. J. Tomlinson died teaching in principle 
that the church had to be both judicial and Spirit-
filled. His writings reveal his belief that the 
church’s understanding of the revelation of God 
is progressive, never ceasing to unfold ever more 
perfectly until the church attains to perfection and 
the Rapture. In his annual address in 1921, he stated: 

“Who knows but by looking a little 
deeper into the Word of God we may 
find something that we can do to add 
strength, and power as well as prestige? 
This is our method of procedure. This 
is the object of holding our Assemblies 
annually. And every year finds new 
mines opened up producing their 
glittering gold and glorious truths. We 
have been loudly criticized because we 
have made so many changes during 
the past sixteen years. But this is one 
of the principles of the great Church 
of God. We did not know it all when 
we started, so we obligated ourselves 
to search for truth and walk in the 
light as it is revealed through the Holy 
Ghost and the Holy Scriptures. I would 
have our friends and foes to know that 
we are not staked out by a tether. A 
tether is a rope for confining an animal 
within certain limits. But God has not 
said to us as He said to the great ocean 
waves, ‘Thus far and no [sic] further.’ 
He has rather said to us, ‘Let us go on 
unto perfection—there are greater 
things ahead and thou shalt have all 

that is, regarding the proper form of leadership and government, 
was present in the church from its very inception (Mt. 17.2-6; 
Mk. 9.2-8; 10.35-44), after Christ set the church in order during 
His earthly ministry on Mount Hattin [Horns of Hittin] located 
near the western shore of the Sea of Galilee (Mk. 3.13-16; Lk. 
5.12-17). Accordingly, the highest office in the church is that of 
bishop, and among the bishops one may be selected to serve as 
chief [or “first among equals.”]. “And whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your servant [slave]” (Mt. 20.27; Phil. 
2.5-8). The apostle James, the Lord’s brother, seems to have held 
this position after Jesus ascended to the Father (Mt. 13.55; Acts 
12.17; 15.13-20; 21.18; 1 Cor. 15.7; Gal. 1.19; 2.2; Jas. 1.1; Jude 
1). Now observe, gifted leaders are indispensible to the proper 
function and edification of the church: but the essential theocrat-
ic principle and process can be realized only by the immediate 
guidance, inspiration, and illumination of the Holy Spirit. The 
universal assembly of the church must always follow the axiom 
and biblical formula recorded in Acts 15.28: “For it seemeth 
good to the Holy Ghost, and to us . . .” [see also, Jn. 14.26; 
15.26; 16.12-15; 1 Cor. 2.1-5, 7-16]. 

the land that thy foot shall tread upon, 
launch out into the deep and let down 
your nets.”10 

A careful reading shows that he is not 
speaking here primarily of numerical growth, 
but doctrinal, governmental, structural, 
administrative, and prophetical.  As late as 1940 
in readdressing the issue of growing and selling 
tobacco, he said, 

“We have made many changes in our 
rulings. We have promised to walk in 
the light. When the ruling was made 
to ban our members from growing, 
selling and handling tobacco we did
 not know of it being used in other ways 
and for other purposes so extensively, 
but now since we have learned of 
tobacco being used for so many other 
valuable purposes besides chewing 
and smoking, and it being a money 
crop besides, what would we make of 
ourselves to fail to give it our attention 
enough for reconsideration? We do not 
want to allow ourselves to become so 
set in our ways until we cannot change,
when a change would show wisdom 
and good judgment.  It has been said 
that a wise man changes often, but a 
fool never does.”11 

Now observe the tactful way Bishop 
Tomlinson posed the question: “What would 
we make of ourselves to fail to give it our 
attention enough for reconsideration?” By this 
he implied that “reconsideration” is a necessary 
principle of the Bible church. Those who insist 
on a fixed and static position on every doctrine 
and issue therefore oppose either unwittingly or 
else deliberately the very essence of the Bible 
church: for they cancel out the purifying method 
of reconsideration and prevent the church from
seeing ever more perfectly the truths of the 
Gospel. Accordingly, the very life and power 
of the church is strangled and negated. “But 
the path of the just is as the shining light, that 
shineth more and more [ever brighter] unto 
the perfect day” (Prov. 4.18); and again, “He 
that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the 

10  Historical Annual Addresses, 3 Vols. [Cleveland, TN: White 
Wing Publishing House & Press, 1970, I, p. 161
11 HHA, III, p. 175
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fear of God. And he shall be as a light of the 
morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning 
without clouds; as the tender grass springing 
out of the earth by clear shining after rain” (2 
Sam. 23.3-4; see also Song. 6.10; Is. 60.1-3; Acts 
15.1-28; 2 Cor. 3.18; Eph. 4.11-15; 5.26-27).

 Accordingly, those who thought they were 
honoring Tomlinson by suppressing the principle 
of “walking in the light of the Gospel,” and thus 
preventing the church from fulfilling prophecies 
related to her, rather dishonored him: for they 
unwittingly rejected and/or purposely distorted 
the vision that he so much loved and practiced. 
Tomlinson acknowledged that the church was 
greater than himself. He believed relative to the 
church what John the Baptist believed concerning 
Christ: that he must decrease but the church 
must increase. In fact, Tomlinson believed in the 
prophecy: “Of the increase of His government 
and peace there shall be no end” (Is. 9.7).

It was with the objective nature of the 
Word in view that Tomlinson said, the church is, 
“The whole Bible rightly divided,” and “the 
Bible settles everything.”

ESTEEMING THE
COUNSEL OF THE CHURCH

Each of us in his quest for the truth of the 
Gospel must be cautious not to stand alone on 
personal convictions. The human ego and/
or perceptions of reality have a propensity to 
interfere with the truth; indeed, this has been the 
downfall of many ministers and laymen. Even 
the Bible itself, in its present canon, came to us
only after scrutiny and patient examination of 
its contents.12 Within the Scriptures themselves 
we are taught that “in the mouth of two or three 
witnesses every word may be established” 
(Mt. 18.16); and again “Where no counsel is, the 
people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors
there is safety” (Prov. 11.14; 24.6 see also Deut. 
17.6; 19.15). It should be noted, too, that the 
Scriptures are not of “any private interpretation” 
(2 Pet. 1.20-21), which is to say, that the individual 
verses of Scripture are not to be isolated from 
the rest of the Bible and interpreted in a context 

12 For a concise and clear survey of Bibliology I recommend, 
Edgar J. Goodspeed, How Came the Bible? [Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon], 1940; and Erwin W. Lutzer, Seven Reasons Why 
You Can Trust the Bible (Chicago: Moody Press, 1998.  

by themselves. Hermeneutically, Scripture will 
interpret Scripture. This was a rule applied by 
the Reformers in the sixteenth century. Sacra 
Scriptura sui interpres (“Sacred Scripture 
is its own interpreter”). This method of 
interpretation is called the analogy of faith. The 
phrase—”private interpretation” implies also, 
however, that no individual should stand alone 
on his interpretation of Scripture. For the Bible 
itself is not the work of one man; it was not a holy 
man who wrote the Bible but “holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
More than forty writers wrote the Scriptures 
over a period of more than fifteen centuries; and, 
amazingly, there is perfect accuracy, continuity, 
and correspondence of all its inspired writers 
and contents. This accounts to the inspiration 
and inerrancy of its one true author, the triune 
God (Jn. 7.16-17; 16.12-15; 1 Tim. 6.1; 2 Tim. 3.16; 
Titus 2.10; Heb. 6.1; 2 Jn. 9; Rev. 22.6-19).

Standing in consensus with our peers—
especially those whom we know to be spiritual 
and well-read, is of paramount importance (1 
Thess. 5.12-13; 1 Tim. 5.17; 2 Tim. 2.2; 3.14-
15). Many mystics and cultish persons have 
professed an admiration for the Holy Scriptures 
and Holy Spirit (e.g., Joseph Smith, Brigham 
Young, Charles Taze Russell, Ellen White, Mary 
Baker Eddy, Sun Myung Moon, Stewart Traill, 
and a million more independent-minded and 
ungovernable “ministers” scattered over time 
and space. 

They erred by standing alone in their 
convictions, isolated from the common faith 
and interpretations of the Scriptures by the 
consensus opinion of the Christian community 
and especially the corporate judgment of God’s 
church.13 

13 While the ministers and members of the church may differ 
from the Kingdom saints at large on certain points, yet our the-
ology, Christology, and fundamental points of salvation—except 
for second work sanctification and Spirit-baptism are generally 
the same. The church’s peculiarity is mainly in its ecclesiology 
and related doctrines, e. g,. marriage, outward adornment, and 
social drinking; but especially its view that the church is strictly 
visible and corporate in nature, not spiritual and invisible; nor 
are the members scattered in and among the common denomina-
tions and independent churches but are united together under one 
visible government, doctrine, and discipline. The Bible church 
is distinguished also in her church covenant principle by which 
local churches are set in order, and the expectation of an ecumen-
ical miracle prior to the Rapture: a move of God that will bring 
about the union of all believers in one visible body of Christ (Jn. 
10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-23; Eph. 1.10; 2.14-16; 4.11-16; 5.26-32; 
1 Cor. 1.10; 12.12-28; see also Is. 60.1-5; et al.). 
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There is safety in the unity and general 
counsel of the church. Indeed, it is in the church 
universal that the heartbeat of the Spirit is best 
felt, and the mind of Christ best understood in the 
light of the Scriptures. It seems wisdom therefore 
that the church should counsel together. In the 
assembled body of the church the “manifold 
[many-sided] wisdom of God” is most clearly 
revealed, being made “known [through] the 
church” (Eph. 3.9-10), especially over against 
any one individual in it. Again, however, Eph. 3.9-
10 refers primarily to the human instrumentality 
of the church which serves as a body or human 
habitation through which the Holy Spirit reveals 
God and His glorious truths. Thus, the rationality 
of the members of the church is yet subservient 
to the Spirit: for although the rational counsel of 
the church in general is most helpful, yet it is not 
immune to error. Herein, the Holy Spirit must be 
given liberty to affect the entire Assembly of the 
saints, and at times overturn a consensus of the 
church in favor of His infinite wisdom. We might 
say, then, that the Holy Spirit must be given liberty 
to reform and transform our rationalizations 
and interpretations of the Scriptures until they 
conform ever more perfectly to His truth, that is, 
until they are one and the same. In this way, the 
church is enabled to remain faithful to one of its 
foundation principles: to walk in the light of the 
Bible as the Holy Spirit reveals it. 

This was clearly the position maintained 
by the apostles and New Testament church (Acts 
15.1—16.5). Otherwise, a sort of “legislative 
despotism” or “tyranny of the majority” will 
supplant the preeminence of the Spirit, though 
the usurpation may be hidden under a pretense 
of theocracy. The consensus of a multitude is not 
necessarily wise, nor is unanimity necessarily 
divine or theocratic, for the devil and his demons 
are doubtlessly unanimous in many of their 
devilish schemes. So also, the unity revealed 
under Nimrod’s rule in the plain of Shinar is the 
very antithesis of theocracy (Gen. 10.8-12; 11.1-9; 
1 Chron. 1.10; Mic. 5.6). 

The construction of the tower (ziggurat) 
of Babel and the oneness of the people were in 
flagrant opposition to the will of God. In this 
case, humanism and democracy worked against 
the “government of God.” Repetition of the 
phrase “Let us” by the people in Gen. 11.3-4 is 
clearly a democratic self-will [under the influence 
of a dictator] set against the will of the “Let us” 
uttered by the triune God in v. 7. Under the false 
impression of the idea of vox populi, vox Dei 
(“The voice of the people is the voice of God”) 

many nations and tribes of people have erred. A 
democratic union is in fact potentially the worst 
form of government.14 It has been often the case 
that the majority has raised up and tyrannized the 
minority, only to discover later that the minority 
was right and just in its view. The idea of a 
pure democracy is a delirious illusion and fatal 
expectation. Only a Voltaire would defend it!  

Nevertheless, if a fellowship of believers 
is grounded in spirituality and honors the life of 
Christ and the Scriptures as the final arbiter of truth 
and righteousness, a judicious spirit will produce 
Bible scholars of deep sincereity and conviction 
which will strengthen and assure the church’s 
march toward maturity and perfection. Indeed, 
only in the expression of a judicious spirit can the 
Holy Spirit progressively guide the church into a 
perfect interpretation of the Scriptures and toward 
a God-ordained prophetic destiny. The ministry 
and membership of the church should, therefore, 
study and seek God in meekness and humility until 
the Holy Spirit enables us to “see eye to eye” and 
“lift up . . . the voice together” (Is. 52.8).

THE OPEN BIBLE

The Bible must be left open, as a manner of 
speaking, for the church to be “changed . . . from 
glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3.18). Paul’s theology in 
Ephesians 4.13 could never be fulfilled without an 
open Bible: “Till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ.” An open Bible assures the 
church of the progressive work of illumination by 
the Holy Spirit (Prov. 4.18; Eph. 1.17-23; 5.26-27; 
Rev. 22.18-19; et al.).

Accordingly, Assembly decisions and 
recommendations should never be considered 
infallible nor final in an absolute sense. They 
should rather be left open for further examination 
and possible modification. Nothing could more 
prove this than the errors which slipped into the 
Early Church in the third- and fourth centuries, 

14 Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859), for example, in his cele-
brated Democracy in America [1835, 1840] warned against the 
“tyraany of the majority.”  It has been the case throughout the 
history of fallen mankind that the majority of “we the people” 
have often erred in its opinions.    
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and later during the time of Tomlinson and our 
church fathers between 1910 and 1943.15 The 
intrusive document called the Constitution, 
which had been introduced and adopted in the 
Assembly in 1921, fully transformed the Assembly 
into a legislative body and nearly apostasized the 
church. When Tomlinson awakened to the error it 
was too late: the church led by a Council of Elders 
was well on the way to a disruption and division.16 
Later Tomlinson initiated the adoption of a flag 
[banner] to identify himself and his followers as 
the true church, in distinction from the Ten Elders 
and their followers and on a wider scale from all the 
common denominations and independent groups. 
This banner was said to have fulfilled several 
biblical prophecies.17 After a debilitating stroke 
in 1937 [from which he never fully recovered] 
Tomlinson initiated several more programs, some 
of which were said erroneously to have fulfilled 
biblical popphecies.18

A careful study of that period which 
eventually led to the disruption in 1923 reveals 
a gradual departure from the essential nature 
and characteristics of the church which had 
been established between 1886 and 1910. Even 
without the adoption of the Constitution in 
1921, the original purpose of the Assembly was 
already being distorted. This was the opinion 
of Tomlinson which he expressed in his annual 
address in 1922: 

15 The most serious error was the exaltation of Tomlinson and 
the creation of a popish-like office, the position of “General 
Overseer” (see Wade H. Phillips, The Quest to Restore God’s 
House (Cleveland, TN: CPT Press, 2014), pp. 379-412.
16  Phillips, Quest, pp. 412-633
17  The adoption of the church banner in 1933 was said to have 
fulfilled Ps. 60.4; Is. 13.2 and other propheices. The overall ef-
fect of the banner [flag] deepened a developing sense of exclu-
siveness for the Tomlinson faction of the broken body which 
culminated in June-September 1923. 
18 Among a plethora of other ministries and administrative er-
rors in the church, which had resulted from misinterpretations 
of Holy Scripture and an overzealous enthusiasm for Tomlinson 
and his vision of the church, was the development of a 216-acre 
memorial theme park called “Fields of the Wood” [FOW]. The 
name was taken from Ps. 132.4-6. The main attractions of the 
park were memorial markers built between 1940 and 1960 at 
the cost of several million dollars. The earliest markers traced 
the steps that led Tomlinson to FOW on June 12-13, 1903, and 
his revelation of the true church that had apostatized in A.D. 325 
under the reign of Constantine the Great.  The place and signif-
icance of FOW were claimed to have fulfilled several biblical 
prophecies including Ps 132.4-6; Is. 2.2-4; 25.6-7; 49.11-12; 
60.1-5; 66.2; Jer. 30.21; et al.    

“In reflecting back over the past three 
or four years I can now see how we have 
been slowly drifting toward making 
the Assembly a legislative body, rather 
than merely a judicial body as has 
hitherto been claimed. In government, 
executive is distinguished from 
legislative and judicial: Legislative 
being applied to the organ, or organs 
of government which make the laws; 
judicial to that which interprets and 
applies the laws; executive to that which 
carries them into effect or secures 
their due performance. We have 
claimed that the Bible contained all 
the laws we need, and in the Assembly, 
we have endeavored to search them 
out and apply them and make such 
explanations necessary to make them 
plain. This has been the chief principle 
and aim from the beginning. We have 
held pretty close to this principle all 
the way along and perhaps the drift 
toward making it legislative in practice 
is very slight, but it is enough to make 
me feel like calling a halt and give the 
matter sufficient consideration that we 
will not go that way any further.  We 
must stick to our Bible and not weave 
other things in that would be the least 
bit displeasing to God. I would rather 
have His favor than the favor of all the 
influential men of the world, although 
I love to have the favor of good men, I 
must be free to hold up the blessed old 
Bible, and declare as of yore, that this 
is our only rule of faith and practice . . . 
Shall we pile the old Book aside after 
it has piloted us successfully through 
so many battles for the past twenty 
years?  Shall we substitute human 
laws for our guidance in preference 
to the sacred, inspired laws of God?”

Later in the same address, Tomlinson was very clear 
in addressing the functional purpose of the  General 
Assembly: 

“The minutes of the Assembly never have 
been regarded as laws to follow until 
quite recently. They were only regarded 
as records showing what had been dug 
out of the Book, and the Book was still 
our law Book, and thank God, it is still 
good enough today. What would it be for 
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a judicial body or courts of justice to 
search out the laws in particular cases 
and make a record of all they found 
and carry it off as the law book when it 
was merely a record of their findings! 
No, the minutes of our Assemblies are 
not to be considered as laws, but only 
records of our findings.  We must cling 
to the blessed old Book for our laws if 
we keep the favor of God.”

This view was representative of the church’s 
earliest view of the nature and purpose of 
the Assembly and was evidently correct. 
The minutes of the very first Assembly were 
recorded with this warning: 

“We hope and trust that no person 
or body of people will ever use 
these minutes, or any part of them, 
as articles of faith upon which to 
establish a sect or denomination. 
The subjects were discussed merely 
to obtain light and understanding.  
Our articles of faith are inspired 
and given us by the Holy Apostles 
and written in the New Testament 
which is our only rule of faith and 
practice.” 

The drift toward making Assembly decisions 
fixed and final was thus a departure from the 
earliest convictions of what the essential nature 
of the church i s and how it is supposed to 
function.

Certain Assembly decisions may appear 
to us right at a given time, and thus serve to 
form a criteria—albeit not rigid nor absolute—
in which the church might work together in 
harmony until the Holy Spirit illuminates 
a clearer and brighter understanding of the 
Scriptures regarding subjects that may be 
called into question. Herein is the occasion for 
Paul’s admonition to the Philippians: 

“Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect: but I 
follow after, if that I may apprehend 
that for which also, I am apprehended 
of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not 
myself to have apprehended: but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are 

before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as 
many as be perfect, be thus minded: 
and if in any thing ye be otherwise 
minded, God shall reveal even this 
unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we 
have already attained, let us walk by 
the same rule, let us mind the same 
thing” (Phil. 3.12-16). 

Assembly decisions should never be considered 
absolute nor final; for, as such, they will 
inevitably succumb to the same error of the old 
creeds which contributed to the apostasy of the 
Early Church. Wherever and whenever Assembly 
decisions are considered absolutely final and 
executed as such, the authority of the Scriptures 
and Holy Spirit are axiomatically negated in favor 
of them. Further, it follows that biblical research 
and interpretation are considered exhausted and 
the judiciousness of the church is thus supplanted 
by executivism, officialdom, and a legislative 
mentality. After this manner the Abstract of 
Faith and Assembly minutes become credal.
 Now observe; either the Scriptures or 
Assembly decisions are final, but not both. God 
forbid that Zion Assembly, with its temporal 
imperfections and present irregularities and 
imperfect spirituality, should be the agent by 
which the truth should become imprisoned and 
subjugated to mere human opinion and tradition. 
Let the church rather be the showcase, indeed the 
body of Christ, through which the self-unfolding 
of Divine Truth might find full expression and 
fruition.

Again, let there be no mistake, the 
Scriptures are the final appeal for truth in God’s 
church. And they must be ever left open to us for 
further investigation and deeper insight into their 
glorious truths and divine wisdom.

THE CHURCH:
A SPIRITUAL BODY

The intention of the First Assembly’s declaration 
that the church is a “judicial body only” did not 
mean to negate the fact that the church must be 
also a spiritual body, one in which the members 
are Spirit-filled and Spirit-active. The phrase 
‘judicial body only’ was emphasized over 
against secular forms of legislative and executive 
governments. We hope in fact to make it clear in 
this chapter that the church must be primarily 
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a spiritual body and afterward a judicial body, 
which is to say, the more spiritually consecrated 
the church is, the more likely it is to be truly 
judicious. Indeed, since we do esteem the counsel 
of the universal church so highly, it is imperative 
that she be primarily a spiritual body; for if the 
church is not Spirit-inspired and intimate with  
God, her counsel will be shallow and harbor 
erroneous ideas.

The Bible church is identifi ed as a 
spiritual house. It is a living organism, albeit 
also a visible and corporate body, designed to 
be “an habitation of God through the Spirit.”
Paul exposits: “In whom all the building fi tly 
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in 
the Lord: In whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit”
(Eph. 2.21, 22). Peter also explains: “Ye also, as 
lively stones, are built up a spiritual house . . .”
(1 Pet. 2.5).

The demonstrations of God’s power are in 
large part what identifi ed the church in the early 
days of the restoration in the late nineteenth- 
and fi rst half of the twentieth century, before it 
began drifting away in the early 1950s.19 The 
church today must once again restore the divine 
principles which formed the foundations in the 
late nineteenth- and early twentieth century. We 
cannot settle for less today than our forefathers 
did in their day, and justifi ably claim to be the 
“church of God.” Indeed, more is required in this 
late hour. 

The Holy Spirit must again be given the 
liberty to lead and guide the church into all truth 
and righteousness. He is the Guide as well as the 
Comforter. We must melt into His will until His 
presence permeates the entire body of Christ, 
and His authority and graces are allowed to rule 
supremely.

19 There were doctrinal and govermenttal errors developing 
before 1950, of course, including the developing meglamania 
of Tomlinson’s elder son, Homer, which moved him to lead a 
schism in 1943, and the fanatical and erroneous ideas advanced 
by Grady R. Kent beginning in 1948 which led him and his fol-
lowers to make a schism in 1957. Just as damaging, however, 
was the gradual disintegration of spiritual fervency which de-
veloped concurrently under the weight of Homer’s and Kent’s 
fanaticism and schisms.

The mission fi elds are calling
We dare no longer wait

Our Master bids us hasten
Before it is too late.

Though demon powers oppose us
We must not be afraid,

The heathen world is crying
With hands outstretched for aid.

He bids us rise and follow
For tribes are waiting still,

And we must bear the message;
It is our Savior’s will.

The fi ght will soon be over,
Our Lord will come to reign,

Then let us tell the story
And bring Him back again.

Our prayers at last will conquer,
as in His name we go

To those in heathen darkness
The love of God to show.

For millions still are waiting
Their hearts are fi lled with fear

And we must take the gospel
Or they will never hear.

O Church of God, awaken
And bring them to the fold;

Our Master needs our service,
Our silver and our gold.

Then let us do His bidding
Though bitter be the fray
A rich reward is promised

O Church of God, obey!

The Church’s One The Church’s One 
FoundationFoundation
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“Remembrance 
Day”

Celebrating the Church’s Restoration

The reason for our actions in 2004 was to restore the 
doctrinal truths and biblical vision of the church. For years, 
the leaders in our former fellowship had been departing 
from the historical and prophetic truths upon which our 
forefathers had initiated their restoration work beginning 
in 1886. Nine of these truths are: 1) the church is strictly a 
visible and corporate body, not a spiritual or invisible one 
(Mt. 5.14; Lk. 17.21; 1 Cor. 12:27-28); 2) the church is 
formed by a church covenant—a public promise to come 
under the government and discipline of God’s Word as 
interpreted by the church, not therefore formed on the basis 
of the new birth, nor by baptism, nor by Eucharist, nor any 
other instrument but a solemn agreement to live together as 
brethren, to counsel and deliberate together in one accord, 
to edify and encourage one another in the faith, and to 
hold one another accountable to the order and discipline of 
God’s Word (Ex. 19.5-8; Deut. 8.3; Mt. 4.4; 5.18; Jn. 17.6, 
8, 14); 3) the church is distinguished from the kingdom of 
God, the latter of which is entered by the new birth (Jn. 
3.3-8; 1 Pet. 1.22-23), the former by covenant (2 Kg. 23.2-
3; Is. 62.5; Ezek. 16.8). Again, one is “translated” by the 
Spirit into the kingdom of God (Col. 1.13), but is “added” 
or “joined” to the church by covenant (Is. 62.5; Acts 2.47; 
Eph.5.29-32); 4) the church is God’s government in the 
earth, authorized to “bind” and “loose” in the earth what 
God has bound and loosed in heaven (Mt. 16.18-20; 18.15-
20; Jn. 20.23); 5) the church is one universal body, and all of 
the ministers are admonished to “speak the same thing,” 
“walk by the same rule,” have the “same judgment,” 
and “mind the same thing” (1 Cor. 1.10; Phil. 3.15-17); 
6) there will be a universal ingathering of God’s people 
into the visible government and discipline of the church 
before Jesus returns (Is. 60.1-5; Jn.10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-
23; Eph. 1.10); 7) the visible church will be washed with 
the Word of God and presented to Christ at His appearing 
in perfect holiness (Eph. 5.24-27; 1 Jn. 3.2-10; Rev. 19.7-
9); 8) the church will be “caught up” to meet the Lord in 
the air before God’s wrath and indignation is poured out 
during the Great Tribulation (Is. 26.20-21; Rom. 5.9; 1 
Thess. 1.10; 4.16-17; 5.9); 9) the church will immediately 
following the rapture celebrate with Christ and the saints in 
heaven the “marriage [supper] of the Lamb” (Rev. 19.7-
9), and then return with Him to earth to rule and reign for 
a thousand years in peace and righteousness (Rev. 5.10; 
20.4-7; Is. 11.3-9; 61.6; 65.20-25. 

 Besides corrupting the important governmental 
operations and decision-making practices of the church, 
the brethren in our former fellowship corrupted the 
essential principles of Gospel repentance (many of the 
leaders began to deny that one could live without sin), 
sanctifi cation (many began to deny the “old man” could 
be instantaneously and defi nitely crucifi ed); some began to 
deny that speaking in tongues is a necessary evidence that 
proves Spirit-baptism, and others began to deny that Spirit-
baptism necessarily followed sanctifi cation as a second 
defi nite work of grace. The majority also fi nally pushed 
persistently and unscrupulously to change the church’s 
traditional teachings on marriage, plain dress, and several 
practices that had been long been considered standards for 
a holiness lifestyle.      

 But nothing was more grievous during the “falling 
away” than to see the old-time power being supplanted 
by a superfi cial spirituality. A “show in the fl esh” was 
substituted for the genuine power of God. The clownish 
and farcical character of the so-called neo-charismatic 
movement was allowed to invade the church, indeed was 
invited. Shallow emotionalism and fl eshly demonstrations 
mimicked the true person and work of the Holy Spirit. The 
church’s prayer life fell off ; the spiritual disposition of the 
ministers and members in general became lukewarm, and 
sincere and heartfelt worship was corrupted by worldliness. 
These things were convincing proofs that the church had 
“departed from the faith” regarding both spirituality and 
doctrinal standards.     

  For several years, some of our leaders now in 
Zion—who had been considered “chief men among 
the brethren” in our former fellowship, protested the 
moves to compromise the Gospel and to change the 
church’s traditional understanding of Jesus’ and the 
apostles’ teachings. But our eff orts failed. Like Samuel, 
we “protested solemnly” according to divine counsel, 
but to no avail, and thus fi nally gave them over to their 
error (1 Sam. 8.7-9). We realized at that point we had no 
alternative but to follow Jesus’ counsel: “Let them alone: 
they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead 
the blind, both shall fall in the ditch” (Mt.15.14). Again, 
we resigned ourselves to the apostle Paul’s wisdom: 
“For there must be also heresies among you, that they 
which are approved may be made manifest among you”
 (1 Cor. 11.19). 

 Now, our ministers and members are again full of 
heavenly expectations—going forth “as an army terrible 
with banners.” Again, we are “like them that dream
 . . . When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion.”
Again, we are “fi lled with laughter, and our tongue with 
singing: for the Lord has done great things for us”
(Ps.126.1-3)!
           –WHP

singing: for the Lord has done great things for us”
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Children’s DayChildren’s Day
June 5, 2022

Treasured by God

 

“For you are a holy people to the Lord your God, 
and the Lord has chosen you to be a people
 for Himself, a special treasure above all the 
peoples who are on the face of the earth”

       —Deut. 14.2 NKJV

Plan now to make this the best Children’s Day ever! 

Theme

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out:
 Kayla Graves - International Children’s Ministries Director
 615-388-4643
 tkggraves@hotmail.com

“Train up a child in the way
       he should go:  and when he is old,
  he  will not depart from it.”  Prov. 22.6

Internet Helps:  www.orientaltrading.com (supplies)
Song: Priceless Treasure by Grouptree Life Kids on youtube

Reach out to your communities.
Invite family and friends.
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March World Mission DriveMarch World Mission Drive

Greenville, SC..............................$20,264.73

Cleveland, TN..............................$17,744.54

Wilmington, NC............................$6,559.11

Hesperia, CA.................................$6,000.00

Idamay, WV...................................$6,000.00

Goshen, IN....................................$5,404.39

Caledonia, MS...............................$5,100.00

Ware Shoals, SC............................$4,700.00

Rialto,CA...................................$4,500.00

Oxnard, CA....................................$4,000.00

Highgrove, CA................................$3,514.00

Crossville, TN.................................$3,415.24
  
Roanoke, VA..................................$3,110.77
 
Anaheim, CA.................................$4,260.00

West Mobile,  AL...........................$1,965.51

West Pelzer, SC.............................$1,845.24

Amory, MS....................................$1,750.76

Bingamon, WV..............................$1,500.00

Bayou La Batre, AL.......................$1,460.00
  

Scottsville, KY................................$1,406.22

Lancaster, CA................................$1,300.00

Lompoc, CA...................................$1,150.00
   
Taylors, SC.....................................$1,071.00
   
Beaver Dam, KY.............................$1,050.33

Folsom, WV...................................$1,000.00

Pulaski, TN.......................................$808.00

Toronto, Ontario..............................$756.00

Salisbury, MD...................................$700.00

Sharon, WV......................................$651.25
   
Salton City, CA
(Now Coachella, CA).........................$544.00 

Kingstree, SC....................................$500.00

Oil City, PA........................................$305.38

Mesquite, TX....................................$150.00
    
Miller, Winston, OR.........................$137.00

Flintville, TN.....................................$100.00

Browder, KY........................................$65.00

$113,888.47

Reports from Local ChurchesReports from Local Churches
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“Live Evangelistically”

Evangelism Korner

Bruce Sullivan
 Evangelism Director

In the parable of the “Wheat and Tares” (Mt. 
13), Jesus tells us, in the end, that sinners will 
be cast out of God’s Kingdom leaving only the 
righteous to enjoy the blessings of His Kingdom 
for eternity (v. 3). Imagine a world with no sin 
and no victims of sin. Imagine a world where 
EVERY person loves every other person and 
where everyone is righteous and holy. There 
will be no sin and no victims of sin. That will 
be a glorious time.  

          However, in the same parable Jesus 
taught that Christians must coexist in this 
present world with sinners until the end comes.  
It can be very difficult to exist in a world filled 
with people who disregard the laws of God and 
abuse other people. When Lot lived in Sodom, 
Peter says he was “vexed” or “tormented” by 
having to witness the sins of the wicked. “For 
that righteous man dwelling among them, in 
seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul 
from day to day with their unlawful deeds” (2 
Pet. 2.8).

 As difficult as it can be to coexist 
peacefully with sinners in this world, God still 
requires it of us. Jesus even prayed for the Father 
to leave us in this world to witness for Him (Jn. 
17). Christ didn’t save us and then rapture us 
to Heaven.  Instead, He left us in this world to 
evangelize those still bound by sin.  He didn’t 
call us to hide away from sinners in monasteries 
or nunneries, nor to hide away in our homes or 

churches to await His return. As difficult as it 
might be sometimes, God wants us to be out 
and about. He wants us in our neighborhoods 
and schools, and on our jobs. He wants us 
interacting with sinners so we can lead them 
to the way of salvation. God wants us to a be a 
light in a very dark world.  

 The Lord wants us to let people know 
we are Christians, and then He wants us to 
live in a manner which clearly represents His 
holiness and righteousness, and, as such, to 
provoke sinners to want what we have. The 
world is filled with sinners who have found out 
the hard way that living a sinful life leads to 
heartaches and troubles. The world needs to see 
there is another way to live, a better way.  They 
need to see us blessed and happy because we 
are living in submission to God, not in rebellion 
against God. Our mission is like the ministry of 
John the Baptist. We are to help the disobedient 
to see the wisdom of a just life in Christ (Lk. 
1.17). We are called to be light and salt (Mt. 
5.13-14). We are to illuminate the way to eternal 
life: to have a positive effect on everyone with 
whom we come in contact. When you are at 
work, at school, or simply going about your 
life in the neighborhood, tell people you are a 
Christian and then live in such a way people 
will desire to have what you have. If you say 
you are a Christian, but you act like you are 
miserable, why would people want what you 
have?  Let the Holy Spirit fill 
your life with the joy, peace, 
and kindness, and then share 
your life in Christ with 
others. This is what I mean 
by living “evangelistically.”
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“That Holy Thing”
(Luke 1.35)

Forbidden fruit, unchaste desire,
Toppled creation’s fi rst sire;

Eve’s head failed the test,

Spread his poison to all the rest.

The fatal disease now inbred,
Turned the gift of life into dread;

Eternal wrath, the Father’s decree,

Rendered hopeless man’s unjust plea;

But Infi nite wisdom devised a plan,
Divine Love sent it down to man;

A strange conception, seed to bloom,
Embodied in the woman’s womb;

Firstborn Son, a new creation,
Second Sire of a chosen nation;
Eternal Word answered the call

Pierced the woman’s fl eshly wall,

Faithful virgin pondered the mystery, 
Till’ Heaven entered human history;

Promise fulfi lled: “Good Tiding’s I bring.”
Behold the miracle, “That Holy Thing.”

Virgin handmaid, a chosen vessel,
Fulfi lled her role, a blessed trestle;

God and man joined together,

Incarnate Mystery forever and ever.                       

                                           —WHP
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West Virginia Ladies Retreat
April 1-2, 2022

Rosemary Snodgrass 
blessed the ladies with 
her musical talent.

Alice
     Jones

Wanda Busbee

Rose
  Snyder

Pam Jones

Glenda
       Major

All enjoyed a wonderful Regional Ladies Retreat fi lled with fun, fellowship, food, All enjoyed a wonderful Regional Ladies Retreat fi lled with fun, fellowship, food, 
and the Word of God. The theme was “Time: What are you doing with it?” Opening and the Word of God. The theme was “Time: What are you doing with it?” Opening 
night, several ladies shared their stories of what they do with their time. Guest night, several ladies shared their stories of what they do with their time. Guest 
speaker Wanda Busbee from Cleveland, TN ministered to us, speaking on “It’s time speaker Wanda Busbee from Cleveland, TN ministered to us, speaking on “It’s time 

to be baptized with the Holy Spirit and let Him take charge of our to be baptized with the Holy Spirit and let Him take charge of our 
lives.” We enjoyed refreshments throughout lives.” We enjoyed refreshments throughout 
the evening and concluded with a paper the evening and concluded with a paper 
craft led by Alice Jones from Cleveland. She craft led by Alice Jones from Cleveland. She 
showed us how to make gift boxes in the showed us how to make gift boxes in the 
shape of handbags.shape of handbags.

Saturday morning, we continued with dynamic speakers: Glenda Saturday morning, we continued with dynamic speakers: Glenda 
Major from Cleveland zealously boosted the Major from Cleveland zealously boosted the Voice and ZionVoice and Zion and  and 
the Tract Ministry; and our Int’l Ladies Director, Pam Jones from the Tract Ministry; and our Int’l Ladies Director, Pam Jones from 
Beaver Dam, KY stirred the ladies with an encouraging Word. Beaver Dam, KY stirred the ladies with an encouraging Word. 
Rosemary Snodgrass from a local Methodist congregation blessed Rosemary Snodgrass from a local Methodist congregation blessed 
the ladies with anointed singing, and Deanna Sanner inspired us the ladies with anointed singing, and Deanna Sanner inspired us 
with a testimony.with a testimony.

Ladies attended from four states (VA, PA, TN, KY) and several Ladies attended from four states (VA, PA, TN, KY) and several 
locations within West Virginia (Bingamon, Idamay, and Folsom). locations within West Virginia (Bingamon, Idamay, and Folsom). 
The ladies left with a greater sense of urgency to spend their time The ladies left with a greater sense of urgency to spend their time 
wisely as we are admonished in Rom. 3.11: wisely as we are admonished in Rom. 3.11: “And that, knowing the “And that, knowing the 
time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed.”salvation nearer than when we believed.”
               —Rose Snyder               —Rose Snyder

Deanna
    Sanner
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Camp HosannaCamp Hosanna
Fayetteville, WV
June 20-24, 2022

Camp BootheCamp Boothe
West Blockton, AL

June 27-July 1, 2022

Camp JubileeCamp Jubilee
Dickson, TN

July 17-22, 2022


