
“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion,
              and sound an alarm in my holy
                      mountain: let all the inhabitants of the
                                       land tremble: for the day of the LORD 
      cometh, for it is nigh at hand”
         —Joel 2.1
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Senseless Shootings and Killings
 in American Society: The Solution

The shooting spree at a grade school in Uvalde, Texas that took the lives of nineteen children 
and two teachers is probably still fresh in the minds of those reading this issue of the Voice 
of Zion. For two weeks or more now we have listened to news commentators, law enforcement officials, 
sociologists, social scientists, clinical psychologists, and politicians express their views and opinions on why 
and how such horrific tragedies happen. The most common and immediate explanations are the same old 
worn-out and lame arguments we’ve heard for decades; namely, the tragedies are caused by easy access to 
purchase and/or obtain guns and automatic weapons and, on the other hand, the failure to hire or obtain armed 
guards and position them at the entrance of schools throughout the United States. This reasoning reminds us 
of the ancient adage, “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”  But, see, where there is no cure, the 
problem compounds itself out of control. 

Still, a more far-reaching and overarching answer according to the secular experts is that we need a more 
effective educational program throughout the land that will civilize people, that is, teach them how to live 
together under law with mutual respect and in peace. In short, what we need according to this line of reasoning 
is “civilization.”    

Well, these are the world’s impotent and wrong-headed answers to a deeply seated spiritual problem—a 
problem rooted deep in the “heart” of Americans. The common treatment proposed by political leaders, 
law enforcers, psychiatrists, and even many religious leaders is therefore altogether insufficient to fix the 
problem: it’s like putting band-aids on gaping wounds; worse, it’s an attempt to solve a deeply moral and 
spiritual problem through secular, temporal, monetary, and physical means. 

The same is true with the racist-motivated killing spree that took place in Buffalo about a month ago, as well 
as the scores of mass shootings and killings that have been reported in the last two or three years throughout 
the United States. The problem is rooted in sin, and you can’t eradicate sin and ungodliness by legislation 
or Supreme Court rulings. Pass a thousand new laws, and the problem of sin will still be there, glaringly 
looking down upon the nation from the steps of the highest echelons of national government. Neither can you 
vote it away. The answer simply cannot be found in party politics! Reverse Roe vs. Wade and abortions will 
continue to escalate in this nation because the problem is rooted in personal sinfulness, which has given rise 
to a culture of violence, death, and ungodliness!      

Our answer in God’s church to all these things is much more spiritually enlightened and effective than the 
world’s failing answers and responses, for the problem is basically spiritual. At its core, the problem is sin—
sin inflamed and spreading in contemporary society like a deadly cancer through the influence of demons: 
both of which [sin and demons] are in large part either denied or ignored in modern American society. It 
is simply not politically correct to speak of sin and demons these days, especially to identify them as the 
source of the problem of evil and violence in the earth.  But God’s true ministers and His Spirit-filled people 
know that those who commit such horrific and inhuman acts do so primarily under the power of sin and the 
influence of demons (Gen. 4.8-16; Mt. 13.39; 27.5; Lk. 22.3; Jn. 8.44; 10.10; 13.2; 1 Jn. 3.8; Eph. 6.11-12). 

The answer to stopping these killings is found therefore not in civilization, nor in political strategies, social 
engineering, monetary appropriations, law enforcement, psychology, psychiatry, humane services, nor better 
border control security. For, see, you cannot tame sin. You can’t civilize it! Sin, like the theory of evolution, 
mysteriously finds a way to exist and thrive. It can only be eradicated through the cleansing stream of Jesus’ 
precious blood! 
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GIVING  PREEMINENCE 
TO  THE  SPIRIT

We have seen that A. J. Tomlinson was a learned 
man and a diligent student of the Scriptures, and 
also acquainted with Christian history. But much 
like Wesley, he considered himself ultimately to be 
a “man of one Book.” He insisted therefore that 
the church be judicious and thought of himself 
as having a judicious disposition. As such, he 
considered that his deepest convictions were based 
upon the presence of God’s glory and power and 
were agreeable with the Holy Scriptures. 

Being from a Quaker background and afterward a 
convert to Pentecostalism, Tomlinson was inclined 
to be mystical in his worship and practice of the 
faith and was cautious not to trust fully the 
intellectual capacity of his own mind, nor, for that 
matter, the intellectual limitations of the whole 
church.1 He endeavored therefore to cultivate an 
atmosphere of spirituality in worship services 
and the church’s business sessions so as to invoke 
the witness of the Holy Ghost, which in turn 
gave him and the whole body of his followers a 
strong conviction that the church’s opinions and 
interpretations of the Scriptures were true, for 
he knew very well that if the church’s decisions 
or decrees were not right, they were actually 
legislative and not truly judicious. Relative to 
this, Bishop Tomlinson wrote, “Every forward 
move we make that is in harmony with the 
Bible is rewarded by outpourings of God’s 

1 This is plainly seen in his The Last Great Conflict (Cleveland 
TN: Press of Walter E. Rogers, 1913), pp. 78-81.

Spirit and power . . . We are always safe when 
we have the Holy Spirit and the Holy Scriptures 
to guide us, and God to set His approval upon 
us in the way we are going, by sending upon us 
more demonstrations of His power.” In another 
place, he wrote, 

“ . . . it takes the Bible and the power 
to keep us out of error. And the power 
of God is always in harmony with 
the Bible and the Bible is always in 
agreement with the power of God. 
Error in connection with the Bible 
comes from wrong interpretations or 
opinions of men. And when there is no 
manifestation of power to accompany 
these interpretations, people should be 
wise and frank enough to drop their 
opinions. Now, isn’t this the sensible 
way of looking at it? If we do not witness 
the demonstrations of power among our 
people, it would give cause for concern 
and fear. But seeing and knowing of 
the power of God falling gives cause for 
confidence and much rejoicing.”2 

 
The church at present is in an imperfect state. 
There are some things in the Bible that are not yet 
in the church, and some things in the church that
are not in the Bible. Simply put, the church has not 

2 A. J. Tomlinson, “The Power of God Brings Results” in 
God’s Twentieth Century Pioneer (Cleveland, TN: White Wing 
Publishing House, 1962), p. 130; see also Conflict, pp. 66-67, 
137-138.

THE CHURCH AND REVELATION

Note: This is the continuation of Chapter Six of the Presiding 
Bishop’s second edition of God, the Church, and Revelation.
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at this point fitted herself perfectly to the biblical 
pattern (Ps. 45.9-14; Song 6.8-10; Eph. 4.11-16; 
5.25-27; Heb. 8.5; 9.23; Rev. 19.7-8; 21.2, 9-10; 
22.1-21). Few will argue against the maxim that the 
Holy Ghost alone can take us to perfection. Yet, 
many oppose the very method of this providence 
by side-stepping the guidance of the Spirit in the 
church’s decision-making processes (Jn. 16.13; 
Rom. 8.1-5, 9-11; Gal. 3.1-3; 1 Cor. 2.1-5). It is 
a subtle error to usurp the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit in the church, putting ourselves rather out 
front and then asking Him to help us. But see, 
He must be given preeminence. All things must 
seem good first to the Holy Ghost, and afterwards 
to us in that order (Acts 15.28). In fact, things are 
more apt to appear good to us if a demonstration 
of God’s power has 
made it evident that it 
seems good to Him. He 
is the One who gives the 
church her most profound 
convictions. We are not yet 
perfect; and we will only 
become so through the 
inspiration, guidance, 
gifts, and illuminations 
of the Holy Ghost, and 
by clinging soberly to 
the principle of being 
a “judicial body only.” 
We cannot axiomatically 
perfect ourselves, for we 
are merely instruments in 
His hands. We therefore 
consecrate ourselves, and 
the Holy Ghost does the 
miraculous transformation in our lives. He is our 
Perfecter!

This is the basic cause for Paul’s stern reprimand 
of the Galatians: “O Foolish Galatians, who 
hath bewitched you . . . Are ye so foolish? having 
begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect 
by the flesh?” (Gal. 3.1-3). And again, “Ye did 
run well; who did hinder you that ye should not 
obey the truth?” (5.7). It is apparent that some 
Judaisers were supplanting the preeminence of 
the Spirit as the ultimate director of the church. It 
was toward this tendency that the apostle boldly 
reproved and corrected the Galatian church. He 
explained to them: “Ye have been called unto 

liberty,” therefore, “Walk in the Spirit,” “be led 
of the Spirit,” “live in the Spirit,” “sow to the 
Spirit,” so that you may “reap life everlasting” 
(5.13-25; 6.8).

Let it be borne in mind also that the work of the 
Spirit is not limited to our faith or lack of faith or 
our human predicament. For the eternal Father 
has, since the foundation of the world, planned 
out and ordained the perfection and triumphant 
conclusion of the church. Notwithstanding, the 
church’s convictions and Assembly decisions 
must also “seem good to us,” for, though 
sanctified and Spirit-baptized, we are yet rational 
beings recreated in God’s image. Again, our 
ability to reason together in the church in harmony 

with the Holy Spirit is an 
important aspect of our 
whole epistemological 
method. 

A  RATIONAL  
MYSTICISM

Our mystical experiences 
must be understood and 
maintained, therefore, 
in the context of what 
John Fletcher, Wesley’s 
right hand man, called a 
“rational mysticism.”3 
Accordingly, the Spirit 
does not displace our 
ability and responsibility 
to reason out the 

truth, but rather illuminates and guides our 
thoughts and abilities to reason rightly. Many 
errors have been made by misjudging fleshly 
manifestations for authentic gifts of the Spirit, 
and thus allowing them to supplant the truth. 
We must therefore guard against a mindless and 
all-absorbing Eastern mysticism, for the Holy 
Spirit speaks the truth to our hearts and appeals 
to us through our inner rational nature (Jn. 14.26; 
15.26; 16.12-15; 1 Cor. 2.4-16). 
 

3 John Fletcher, The Works of the Reverend John Fletcher, 4 
Vols. reprint, (Salem, OH: Schmul Publishers, 1974, II, pp. 7, 
9, 11. See also Phillips, Quest, pp. 145-150, 269, 347, 404, 410, 
442, 501, 603.

“The Holy Ghost cannot be 
subjugated to the church, 
that is, brought under the 
government of the church. 
He is rather her Governor 
and Chief Executive. He 
cannot be dictated to by 
church executives, overseers, 
and pastors, nor limited to 
the channels of the church. 
He is bound by no channels, 
except those designed and 
ordered by Himself.” 
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It was thus that Jesus said, “how think ye?” 
and “what think ye?” in His appeal to convert 
the Jews to the Gospel (Mt. 18.12; 21.28; 22.42-
46; 26.66; Mk. 14.64; Jn. 11.56). The prophets 
and apostles also, following in the steps of 
Christ, reasoned together among themselves and 
with God to understand and declare the truth of 
the Gospel (Job 9.14; 13.3; Eccl. 7.25; Is. 1.18; 
Acts 6.2; 1 Cor. 14.27; 1 Pet. 3.15; Lk. 10.36; 
24.15; 18.4, 19; 24.25; Jas 4.5; 2 Pet. 1.13). It 
is noticed also that the Gospel plan for church 
discipline was [and is] dependent almost entirely 
on the rational basis of the counsel of two or 
three witnesses and ultimately the judgment of 
the whole church in harmony with the manifest 
will of God (Mt. 18.15-17; Jn. 8.17; 1 Cor. 5.1-
13; 2 Cor. 13.1; see also Deut. 13.12-14; 17.2-
13; 19.15; Gal. 6.1-8; Jas. 5.19-20). Indeed, the 
whole basis of the Scriptures and God’s 
communion with man is grounded in man’s 
ability to reason with God and God with man (Job 
9.14; 13.3; Eccl. 7.19, 25-29; 8.1-5; Is. 1.18).  

Still, again, no amount of reasoning is sufficient 
of itself, but is dependent upon the indwelling and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Not understanding 
this is the great mistake of Rationalism of which 
we have already addressed in a previous chapter. 
Under the terms of the New Covenant in Christ 
and the Pentecostal baptism, we now have the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit to enlighten and 
guide us into all truth! (Jn. 14.26; 15.26; 16.12-
15; 1 Cor. 2.1-16; Eph. 1.17-23; 2 Cor. 3.17-18).   

The Spirit of Christ is all-powerful and all-
knowing, and, as such, as with Christ, preeminent 
over all things, and must be recognized as such 
(Gen. 1.2, 26; 6.3; Jn. 16.12-15; Rom. 8.1-2, 11, 
14, 26-27; Col. 1.18; Phil. 2.9-11). He should 
be consulted on every matter, and accordingly 
His approval should be evident in doctrinal, 
administrative, and disciplinary decisions, as well 
as testimonies of regeneration and confessions of 
faith (Acts 1.14-26; 15.28; 10.38-46; 13.2; 16.6-
7; 19.1-6; see also Mt. 7.16, 20; 21.43; Lk. 3.8; 
Jn. 15.4-5, 7-8, 16; 1 Cor. 7.8-11; 12.3; 14.24-26; 
Rom. 8.26-27; Phil. 1.11; 3.15; 1 Tim. 4.1; Jas. 
3.17). He is not bound therefore by our solemn 
assemblies and celebrated decision-making 
events and resolutions. He rules universally 
and supremely, always, and everywhere 

consistent with His omnipresence, omnipotence, 
omniscience, and infinite wisdom (Amos 3.3; 
Col. 1.16-19). He is in Christ walking and talking 
in and among the churches (Rev. 1.13-20; 2.1, 7, 
11, 29, 3.6). Wherever two or three are gathered 
in His name, He is there with the Father and the 
Son in the midst (Gen. 1.2, 26; Ps. 139.7-10; Jn. 
14.16-17, 23, 26; 15.26; 16.12-15). 

 
The Holy Ghost cannot be subjugated to the 
church, that is, brought under the government of 
the church. He is rather her Governor and Chief 
Executive. He cannot be dictated to by church 
executives, overseers, and pastors, nor limited to 
the channels of the church. He is bound by no 
channels, except those designed and ordered by 
Himself. Now we say that we need and want a 
move of the Holy Ghost in these last days, but 
ofttimes there is a subtle hypocrisy veiled behind 
this confession: What we really mean is that we 
want the Holy Ghost to move on our terms. We 
fix up a program and then pray for Him to bless 
“our program”; whereas we should seek His 
assistance in preparing our programs. And even 
in prayer, we need His assistance because of our 
infirm predicament:

 “. . . for we know not how to pray as we 
ought: but the Spirit [Himself] maketh 
intercession for us with groanings 
that cannot be uttered. And He that 
searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to 
the will of God” (Rom. 8.26-27).

We expect the Holy Ghost to conform to us, 
whereas the church must conform to Him. 
Indeed, the Holy Spirit convicted the church of 
this very thing in our former fellowship in the 
1980s. Over and again, He spoke to the church 
through spiritual gifts and anointed preaching 
of the Word of God, reminding us that God is 
Almighty and that He rules the church through 
the headship of Christ. We therefore do not 
channel Him through us; He channels us through 
Himself. As such, it became all too evident in the 
1980s that the church was drifting away from a 
vital relationship with Christ and needed both 
a spiritual restoration and recommitment to the 
divine principles upon which the restoration of the 
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church had been founded in the late nineteenth- 
and early twentieth century. And this holds no 
less true for Zion Assembly in this late hour in 
the twenty-first century. Let it always be borne in 
mind that the Holy Ghost must be given liberty 
to be the Life, Power, Comforter, Director, and 
Guide of the church. 

SUCCESS  OF  THE  CHURCH’S 
JUDICIAL  FUNCTION  DEPENDENT 

UPON  HER  SPIRITUALITY

That the success of the church’s judicial function 
is dependent upon the illuminating and intervening 
work of the Holy Spirit cannot be overemphasized. 
The preeminence of the Spirit is necessary to affect a 
truly judicious purpose. Otherwise, the church will 
become axiomatically legislative and/or executive 
or episcopal. Thus, the repeated admonition of 
Jesus: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches” (Rev. 2.7, 11, 
17, 29; 3.6, 13, 22). The apostle Paul is clear in 
asserting that the judiciousness of the church is 
predicated upon the life and operation of the Spirit: 
“But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, 
even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained 
before the world unto our glory . . . But God hath 
revealed . . . [His wisdom] unto us by his Spirit: 
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God” (1 Cor. 2.7, 10). Thus, the more we 
consecrate and yield ourselves over to the Spirit, the 
more prone we will be to discover the truth and be 
in harmony with the hidden mystery of the Gospel.

We have historically attributed the uniqueness 
and confidence of the church’s doctrine and 
teachings to the witness of the Holy Ghost in our 
midst and upon our decision-making capacity. 
Our records indicate that our safety has not been 
so much in a “multitude of counsellors” as in 
the indisputable witness of the Holy Ghost upon 
all our deliberations. R. G. Spurling was right 
when he pulled out of a Baptist denomination 
in 1886 and formed Christian Union with those 
few souls and the Bible as their “only rule of 
faith, government, and discipline.”4 And it 
was deep spiritual convictions that moved him 

4 R. G. Spurling, The Lost Link (Turtletown, TN, self-
published, 1920), pp. 44-45; Phillips, Quest, pp. 42-82. 

to do it. A. J. Tomlinson was also right when 
he interjected his thoughts in consultation with 
Spurling and W. F. Bryant in their meeting on 
June 12-13, 1903, which more fully qualified 
Spurling and his small congregation in their 
claim to be the church of the Bible. We believe 
also that Bishop Tomlinson was right when he 
stood against the leading members of the Elders’ 
Council in 1922, calling for the abrogation of 
the Constitution that had been drafted in 1921 
and amended in 1922 and accepted as such in 
the Assembly that same year.5 In retrospection it 
seems plain enough that the Constitution was a 
corruption of biblical principles and an intrusion 
into theocratic government. The Constitution and 
the multitude which accepted it were wrong in 
their opinion, and the Bible and the Holy Ghost 
were right? Having seen the error, of which he 
himself had been an accomplice, Tomlinon was 
nevertheless right to change his mind and to back 
away from supporting the Constitution, for the 
document was devastating to the essential nature 
and proper function of the church. 

To Tomlinson, Spurling, and other noble leaders 
in the church in those early years, the truth was 
supreme, and though in some instances their 
interpretation of the Scriptures was distorted or 
blurred, they seemed always to recover and correct 
in most instances through further illumination 
of the Spirit any misunderstandings regarding 
the doctrine, government, and discipline of the 
church. In the final analysis, the Spirit’s presence 
and illuminating power interceded and helped 
them to come around to the “knowledge of the 
truth,” enabling them to perfect whatever was 
misunderstood and/or lacking. This gave them 
confidence that their opinions were true and 
agreeable with Scripture, and not merely the 
opinions of men. It seemed to them therefore 
that they were following the same pattern of the 
early church in proclaiming that their decisions 
“. . . seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us” 
(Acts 15.28). They saw in this axiom the plain 
truth of the priority of the Holy Spirit, for, while 
not disparaging the instrumental participation of 
the church, they noticed that the apostolic church 
gave preeminence and priority always to “the 
Holy Ghost,” and then “to us.” 

5 Phillips, Quest, pp. 468-595.
Cont’d on p. 14
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“Embrace the Hatred”

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is 
the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Mt. 7.34-14). 

“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; 
if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also” (Jn.15.18-20).

In 1915 Robert Frost wrote a famous poem entitled 
“The Road Not Taken.” Here is a part of what it says:

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as I could

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

Jesus was the first to suggest the idea that the world 
has two roads from which to choose, two distinct 
ways to live your life in this world. One is called the 
“Broad way” which Jesus said most people choose to 
travel. The other is the “Narrow Way” that relatively 
few people choose to travel. The followers of Christ 

have chosen to follow the narrow way—to take 
the path less traveled, which “somewhere . . . ages 
hence,” they will realize it “made all the difference.” 

The “broad way” is a life lived focused on this present 
world.  Those who choose to follow this path live for 
the here and now. They choose to live their lives to 
fulfill the desires of their sinful flesh and mind (Eph. 
2.3). Paul even says they “serve divers lusts and 
pleasures” (Titus 3.3). This is a path of ungodliness.  
In other words, it is a path in which sinful men do not 
consider God or the rights of their Creator.  They may 
not live openly in defiance of the laws of God.  They 
may simply follow their own desires with no regard 
for the laws of God. Therefore, life on the broad way 
is a life of rebellion against God.  

Paul calls the broad way the “course of this world” 
saying the people who follow it are walking “according 
to the prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2.2).  
In fact, he explained that sinners are being manipulated 
by an unseen spirit who urges them to travel the path 
of lust and godless rebellion. Because they follow the 

Note: This message was delivered by Pastor 
Bruce Sullivan [Pelzer, SC] in the opening 

session of SMI on May 8, 2022.



9

desires of sinful flesh, the works of the flesh manifest 
themselves among them.

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, 
which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, 
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such 
like . . .” (Gal 5.19-21).

The more a society gets “past feeling” and “gives 
[itself] over” to lusts (Eph. 4.19), the more the sinful 
behaviors will manifest themselves. Following the 
broad way of carnality eventually leads societies to 
become dark and paganistic. 

Those who follow the narrow way, on the other hand, 
are those who have heard the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and believe it. They now 
live according to the 
faith of the Gospel. They 
have seen an eternal 
city whose “builder and 
maker is God,” having 
become persuaded of 
its reality and embraced 
it. They have confessed 
themselves to be 
strangers and pilgrims 
in this world, headed 
for their heavenly home 
(Heb. 11.13). They are 
now focused on what 
is to come, not on the 
things of this present 
world. They “love not 
the world nor the things 
that are in the world,” knowing this world will pass 
away (1 Jn 2.15-17).  They have “set their affection 
on things above, not on things below” (Col. 3.2). 
They are focused on “laying up treasures in Heaven 
and not on earth” (Mt. 6.19-20). They have chosen 
to “crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts” 
and to follow the desires of the Spirit (Gal. 5.24-25). 
This leads them to pursue Christlikeness, and the 
more they become like Christ, the more they become 
different from the world around them.

These two groups have vastly different values.  
Those on the “Broad Way” live for this present 
world; those on the “Narrow Way” live for the world 
to come. These groups also talk differently and dress 
differently. Their morals are different. Those on the 
“Narrow Way” live by the laws of God; those on the 
“Broad Way” live by their own laws which they have 
created to justify their sinful actions. The farther 
down their respective roads they go, the farther apart 
they become. The more the world becomes pagan, 
the more the church becomes Christlike. Thus, the 
farther we go, the more our differences become 
obvious.  Every year the RIFT between us and the 
world becomes greater.  

Now those on the “Broad Way” vastly outnumber 
those on the “Narrow Way.” Therefore, this immoral, 
godless majority controls the government and most 
social institutions. The government then legitimizes 

and promotes the “moral 
code” [or “immoral 
code”] established by 
those who are carnal and 
ungodly. The immoral 
majority also controls 
the media and education 
system. This enables 
them to indoctrinate 
our children and 
grandchildren into their 
godless, flesh-based, 
philosophy of life, and 
to turn our children 
and grandchildren 
against us and 
Christian values.  

I hate prejudice, but 
prejudices are rampant in our society.  Many speak 
out against various prejudices; however, the greatest 
prejudice in our society today is against the citizens 
of God’s kingdom. The world is developing a hatred 
against the children of God.  Interestingly, they are 
tolerant of almost any segment of society except the 
citizens of God’s kingdom—those who believe and 
practice the Bible. Truly we are strangers in a world 
that is ever-more becoming stranger. The Bible says 
we are aliens, and I fear the people of God will soon 

“These two groups have vastly different 
values.  Those on the “Broad Way” live for 
this present world; those on the “Narrow 
Way” live for the world to come. These 
groups also talk differently and dress 
differently. Their morals are different. 
Those on the “Narrow Way” live by the 
laws of God; those on the “Broad Way” 
live by their own laws which they have 
created to justify their sinful actions. The 
farther down their respective roads they 
go, the farther apart they become. The 
more the world becomes pagan, the more 
the church becomes Christlike.”
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become “illegal aliens,” that is, that there will soon 
be legal ramifications for being a true citizen of God’s 
kingdom and  promoting the laws of His kingdom. 
This hatred cannot be avoided unless we compromise 
our Christian values. Therefore, it is imperative that 
you and I embrace being different. Now this will not 
be easy because there is a natural desire to be accepted 
and to desire to “fit in.”  We don’t want to be different. 
However, the child of God has no choice because we 
can only be accepted by the world if we compromise. 
It is imperative therefore that you and I accept the 
hatred and make the decision to take up our cross and 
follow Jesus.

We cannot fit into this world.  Jesus said, “If ye were 
of the world, the world would love his own: but 
because ye are not of 
the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the 
world hateth you” (Jn. 
15.19). Jesus told us 
this because He did not 
want us to be taken by 
surprise. Again, Jesus 
said, “And ye shall 
be hated of all men 
for my name’s sake” 
(Lk. 21.17). 

Make no mistake, 
brethren, if you choose 
to follow the narrow 
way—the way that few 
choose to travel—you 
will be marked as an 
oddball! You will be classified as “weird” because 
you are different than the majority.  Embrace being 
different!

Many denominations and independent churches have 
compromised the truth rather than to be hated and 
labeled an oddball. They want to be accepted and 
loved by this impenitent, sinful world.  But, again, this 
is impossible without compromise: so, they choose 
to justify the behaviors of sinners and the impenitent 
to be embraced by the world. Because people want to 
commit certain sins such as adultery and fornication 
(including homosexuality), they begin to teach that 

these behaviors are not sins. But the impenitent 
world always wants more. They want to remove all 
restraints. They want complete lawlessness. Many 
denominations and independent churches have caved 
in to the demands of these compromisers. They have 
given them what they want. “If the world does not 
want to repent, then we will tell them they do not have 
to repent.” So, they preach a “Gospel” that justifies 
sin. They teach “grace” as being something that frees 
people to live carnal lives with no consequences 
(1 Pet. 2.16; 2 Pet. 2.19). As Jude 4 says, “They 
turned the grace of God into lasciviousness.”  

Let me give you a personal example of how this 
apostasy happens. When I first started in the ministry 
forty years ago, almost all denominations taught 

against “Divorce and 
Remarriage.” At the 
same time, however, 
they would make an 
exception. For example, 
they would say, “You 
cannot divorce your 
spouse and remarry 
UNLESS your spouse 
has been unfaithful 
or unless you are the 
‘innocent party’ in the 
divorce.” But now most 
denominations and 
independent churches 
justify “Divorce and 
Remarriage” for any 
number of reasons. 
It doesn’t matter if 
you were the one who 

cheated or if you were the one who abused the 
other person. You can even leave your spouse for 
the spouse of another person in your local church 
and these denominations will justify your sin. How 
do they justify these sins? They simply change or 
pervert the Gospel. They begin to teach a Gospel that 
does not require true repentance—confessing and 
turning away from sin! You can simply ask God’s 
forgiveness and keep the person with whom you are 
living in a state of adultery. Some do not even require 
you to ask God’s forgiveness. They tell people their 
adultery is automatically overlooked by God because 
they were “under grace.”  

“This false church is composed 
of Protestants, Catholics, and 
tens-of-thousands of independent 
churches, and is becoming 
the new [and accepted] face of 
‘Christianity.’ The false Gospel 
that justifies lascivious behavior 
under the guise of grace is 
becoming the predominant 
‘Gospel’ in these last days.”
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Not only is the majority of the pagan world around 
us now following the path of sin, the majority of 
“Christianity” has accepted this new Gospel; so 
that now God’s true church is becoming more and 
more diff erent from the majority of the so-called 
“Christian world.” Armed with this “False Gospel,” 
these denominations and independent churches have 
created a “False Church.”  It should not surprise us, 
for this “false church” is clearly prophesied in God’s 
Word. Paul prophesied, “For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; and they shall turn away their 
ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables” 
(2 Tim. 4.3-4). Notice the apostle says, “The time 
will come when they will not (put up with) the sound 
(wholesome) doctrines of Christ.” However, he 
does not say they will leave their false Christianity.  
Instead, he says they will simply hire teachers to tell 
them what they want to hear. This means they will 
form congregations led by teachers who tell them 
what they want to hear.  And what do they want to 
hear? That one can live carnally and commit the 
works of the fl esh and still reap everlasting life. 

This false church is composed of Protestants, 
Catholics, and tens-of-thousands of independent 
churches, and is becoming the new [and accepted] 
face of “Christianity.” The false Gospel that justifi es 
lascivious behavior under the guise of grace is 
becoming the predominant Gospel in these last 
days. Today, most churches accept and proclaim this 
false Gospel. At the same time, however, God’s true 
church is rising and standing in sharp contrast to 
this false church. The true children of God are being 
forced to take a stand and come together to preach 
the true Gospel and to teach the sound doctrines this 
false church has rejected (Is. 60.1-5). Zion Assembly 
teaches that one joins the church by covenant. 
However, in contrast, many join this false church 
by default. Accordingly, if you do not take a stand 
with God’s true church, you will be swept into this 
false church.

I prayerfully wish every child of God will wake 
up to the danger of staying in churches that have 
accepted false doctrines and this false Gospel. 
Mingling with the churches that align themselves 
with this false church will eventually aff ect you 

and your family. Paul warned the Corinthians, “A 
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (1 Cor. 5.6). 
In other words, if you tolerate sin, the disease will 
spread. It will aff ect you and your own family.  Once 
you understand the danger of these false doctrines 
and this false Gospel, you must heed the call of the 
apostle who wrote, “Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord . . . “ (2 Cor. 6.17; 
see also Rev. 18.4).  

As the true church continues to emerge and gains 
spiritual strength and increases in number, the world 
will all the more hate and despise her. And not only 
the pagan world but the FALSE CHURCH will hate 
her and seek to hinder her progress and prevent her 
from fulfi lling her mission in the world. The world 
and the false church will accuse and call the true 
children of God bigots, racists, hateful, hatemongers, 
“homophobics,” etc., and label us as unloving and 
intolerant. They will call the members of the church 
heretics, unorthodox, deceivers, judgmental, and 
pharisaical.  They will call the true church a “cult,” 
not because we teach something “extra-biblical,” but 
because we teach a diff erent doctrine than they and 
preach a diff erent Gospel than the new one they have 
written and adopted.   

Now, again, this means we will face rejection and 
hatred from our closest friends and even family 
members. The drums of hatred are beating even 
now. The spirit of antichrist is rising all around us, 
infl uencing people to oppose and exalt themselves 
above God and all that is called God. This movement 
will culminate with them appointing a leader called 
the Antichrist. Those who do not “love the truth” 
will be swept into the camp of the Antichrist himself 
(see 2 Thess. 2.3-12). As this evil day comes ever 
closer, only committed Christians will be able to 
stand. The half-hearted “Cappuccino Christians” will 
not be able to stand because they love not the truth 
and have no deep and sincere convictions. If you are 
a child of God, it is time to stand. Embrace being 
diff erent. Embrace the hatred! As Jesus said, “Take 
up your cross daily and follow me” (Lk. 9.23). Heed 
the apostle’s admonition, “Put on the whole armor 
of God that you may be able to stand” for the “evil 
day” has arrived! (Eph. 6.11-13).  



12

IInstitute

SSchool of

MMinistry 

 “Understanding “Understanding
            More Deeply             More Deeply 
               the Divine               the Divine

                 Mysteries”                 Mysteries”

THEMETHEME
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SMI Narrative Report
The 2022 sessions of the School of Ministry (SMI) in 
Cleveland were lively demonstrations of the theme: 
“Understanding More Deeply the Divine Mysteries.” 
The school was divided into two one-week sessions [May 
1-6 and May 8-13]. Many of the students enrolled for both 
weeks, including two of the students from California. There 
were 29 students enrolled for the first week and 35 for the 
second week: a total of 49 students including nine who 
audited the classes. Several others sat in on one or more of 
the classes who were not counted as students or auditors.   

National overseers, Yomi Adekunle [Nigeria], Eugenio 
Cespedes [Costa Rica], and L.W. Carter [Canada] were 
privileged to attend the two-week sessions of the school. 
Also, Ambrosio [“Roberto”] Lopez, regional overseer of 
Washington and Oregon, attended and served very faithfully 
and diligently as an interpreter throughout the two weeks. 
Also, several other state overseers attended—Joseph Steele 
[TN/GA], Scott Neill [NC/SC], J.J. Davis [WV, VA, MD, 
PA], and all the Executive Council members: LW. Carter 
and wife, Wilma; Rick Ferrell and wife, Stephanie; Anton 
Burnette, and wife, Grace; Bruce Sullivan and wife, Babs; 
Joseph Steele and wife, Julie; Scott Neill and wife, Vicki; 
Presiding Bishop and wife, Dale.        

Facilities in the new building were arranged to provide living quarters for several of the brethren. This was much appreciated 
by them. They slept on bunk beds and had access to the break room, kitchen, fellowship hall, and shower facilities.    

In the opening session, Bishop Phillips delivered a stirring message that touched on several of the topics that would be 
covered in the classes throughout the two weeks, including the Divine Mysteries of the “Trinity,” “Incarnation,” and 
“Church”: and most remarkably, “The Prophetic Order [Sequence] of End-time Events [Eschatology].”  

Pastor Bruce Sullivan, former director of SMI, delivered an outstanding message on the opening night of the second week. 
It is featured in this issue on pp. 8–11. Brother Sullivan also taught on Evangelism both weeks [I and II]. Wanda K. 
Busbee taught on the importance of Greek and Hebrew studies for ministers, teachers, and support ministries directors in 
the opening week of the school, and English Pronunciation in the second week. Renetta Kelton concluded each day both 
weeks with an elective class, Spanish I and II. These classes were well received and applauded by the student body.                                                       

SMI director, Anton Burnette, did a fine job preparing for and directing the school [this was his first year in this position]. He 
also taught a class each week of the school—“Practical Holiness” the first week, and “Mysteries of the Seven Sacraments 
[Ordinances]” the second week. In addition, he organized and directed the “Disciplined Worship” services each morning 
at 8 a.m. These services were inspirational and edifying.

SMI sponsored the annual historical tour on Tuesday of the second week again this year. There were 46 who participated in 
the inspirational event. For the first time the tour covered the historical sites in the Cleveland area and throughout Bradley 
County. The tour began at 8:45 a.m. and concluded at 1:30 p.m. with lunch sponsored by SMI in the new Fellowship Hall 
of the International Ministries Complex. 

Also, again this year, an evening cookout at the home of Brother and Sister Phillips was much enjoyed by all. About 55 
attended this event which included plenty of good food, sunshine, shade trees, bugs, fellowship, and outdoor games.     
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ELDERS  AND  NOVICES

A “multitude of counsellors” can conceivably be 
more of a hindrance than a help unless they are 
consecrated to God and Spirit-filled. Whenever 
there is a multitude of counsellors who are not 
spiritual and diligent students of Scripture, there 
will be errors and confusion, and the General 
Assembly will inevitably become legislative and 
spiritually dysfunctional. A holy convocation may 
quickly turn into a political arena of campaign 
artists, lobbyists, office seekers, and “greedy 
dogs that never have enough . . .”6 Under such 
conditions the church becomes little more than 
a forum for unregenerate ideas and opinions of 
“corrupt minds . . . destitute of the truth” (1 Tim. 
6.5). The Assembly floor becomes a playground 
for novices and immature persons demanding 
their voice and “rights.” But this is irreverent 
and the spirit of error! It is a sign of apostasy 
when women and children [novices] take over 
and begin to rule and determine the course of the 
church (see Is. 3.1-12; 11 Cor. 14.34; 1 Tim. 2.11-
14; 3.6-7), for this is the prerogative of esteemed 
and reputable elders (Acts 11.30; 14.23; 15.2, 4, 
6, 22-23; 16.4-5; 20.28; 21.18; 1 Thess. 5.17; 1 
Tim. 3.2-5; 5.17; Heb. 13.7, 17; 1 Pet.5.1; et al). 
Only elders who have diligently sought God in prayer 
and live in a consecrated manner and are guided 
by the Scriptures are worthy to rule over God’s 
business. These worthy elders are “vessels of 
honor, sanctified [consecrated], and meet for the 
Master’s use, and prepared unto every good work” 
(2 Tim. 2.21). Let those who labor in the Word and 
doctrine therefore first prove themselves faithful 
and sober in all things, and, as such, be counted 
worthy of double honor (Acts 6.2-7; 1 Tim. 3.1-5; 
5.17; see also Ex. 18.21; 2 Tim. 2.15, 22-26; 4.1-5; 
Titus 3.9-11).

The Assembly floor or local church conference 
are not places for those who waste away their 
time preoccupied with recreational activities, 
leisure, secular jobs, excessive television 

6 The prophet Isaiah was moved by the Lord to reprove the 
“watchmen” [pastors and ministers] in the Old Testament 
Zion for corrupting the church and scattering the sheep to satisfy 
their greed for gain, and because of their laziness and disinterest 
in the good of the sheep (Is. 56.10-12; see also Jer. 2.8; 10.21; 
12.6-11; 23.1-6; et al.).  

viewing and other worldly entertainments. For 
those entangled in this kind of lifestyle always 
at the same time procrastinate against diligent 
Bible study, prayer, and service to God’s glory. 
In this way, the house of God is turned into a 
“den of thieves,” a house of ill repute, a nest of 
iniquity. The church is “Bethel” (Gen. 28.17-22) 
and as such is called to be a “house of prayer” 
(Mt 21.13). It is the Lord’s ekklesia, His duly 
ordained body to act for Him in earth while He 
is away receiving the Kingdom (Mk. 13.34; Lk. 
19.12-13; 1 Cor. 5.1-13; 2 Cor. 5.18-20; 6.1; see 
also Mt. 16.19; 18.15-20). Paul thus prefaces 
his first letter to Timothy in this way: “. . . that 
thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave 
thyself in the house of God “ (1 Tim. 3.15).

SHEKINAH  WITNESS
OF  THE  SPIRIT

The presence and visible manifestation of God’s 
power was a main factor that attached such 
conviction to the events at Sinai, the Tabernacle 
and its ministry, and later Temple worship. 
Moses did not come down from Mount Sinai 
like the Chairman of the Judiciary Committee 
although God’s finger wrote the law there in 
stone, plain and simple. There was something 
more, much more! There was the “sound of a 
trumpet,” “a [great] voice,” “thunderings and 
lightnings,” “burning fire” and “smoke”; and 
there was “darkness,” “quaking,” “blackness,” 
a “tempest,” and “fear and trembling.” In the 
Tabernacle, there was the “shekinah glory,” 
the presence of “seraphim” and the “train” 
or skirts of God’s glory filling the temple. And 
through the wilderness journeys, there was the 
“cloud by day and fire by night.” And this 
“cloud” and “fire” departed not until they 
reached the Promised Land. This pillar of fire and 
cloud represented the Holy Ghost, the presence 
of God and His divine providence. The Lord went 
before the “church in the wilderness” by day in 
a pillar of cloud to lead the way for them, and by 
night He lighted the way for them with a pillar 
of fire; He took not away the pillar of the cloud 
by day, nor the pillar of fire by night from before 
the people (Ex. 13.21, 22 see also Ex. 14.19-20, 
24; 16.10; 19.9, 16; 24.15-16, 18; 34.5; 40.34-

Cont’d from p. 7
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38; Numb. 9.15-22; 1 Kg. 8.10-11; Ps. 78.12-29.
In reference to this Holy Ghost cloud, 
Paul says, 

“Moreover, brethren, I would not that 
ye should be ignorant, how that all  our 
fathers were under the cloud, and all 
passed  through  the sea; And were all 
baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in 
the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual 
meat; And did all drink the same 
spiritual drink: for they drank of that 
spiritual Rock that followed them: and 
that Rock was Christ” (1 Cor. 10.1-4). 

Here we see the necessity of being baptized 
with the Holy Spirit; 
every Christian drinks 
into that same spiritual 
Rock and Spirit (12.13). 
The inner witness of 
the Spirit is necessary 
for true justification, 
r e g e n e r a t i o n , 
sanctification, and 
Spirit baptism. In a 
Spirit-filled atmosphere 
in which spiritual gifts 
are operating, there is 
an evident witness of 
the Spirit. Glossolalia 
and vocal praises will be 
manifested, messages in 
tongues, interpretation 
of tongues, and other 
gifts of divine power 
will be demonstrated revealing the fullness of the 
Spirit (Acts 2.3-4; 10.44-46; 19.1-6; Rom. 12.6-
9; 1 Cor. 12.28; 14.1-40; 2 Cor. 3.17-18; Eph. 
1.17-23; 4.8-11; Dan. 11.32; Is. 28.11- 12).
 
The absolute dependence of the church upon the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ and the anointing of the 
Spirit are revealed in typology. God commanded 
Moses to take the anointing oil (type of Holy 
Spirit and His anointing) and the blood (a type 
of the atoning sacrifice of Christ) and anoint the 
tabernacle and all its furniture and everything 
therein, including Aaron and his sons, the ministers, 
and their garments. Moses poured the anointing 
oil upon Aaron’s head and took the blood and put 

it upon Aaron and his sons’ right ears, and right 
thumbs, and upon their right big toes. They were all 
sanctified and anointed from the top of their heads 
to the toes of their feet (Lev. 8.10-12, 23-24, 30).

Moses himself was confirmed by an overwhelming 
approval of God’s manifest power. At   Midian, 
God spoke to him out of the bush that caught 
on fire from God’s fiery presence and power, 
confirming his calling (Ex. 3.1-14). Afterwards 
when Moses came down from Sinai, “the skin of 
his face shone” with God’s glory so much so that 
a veil was necessary to cover his countenance for 
the people to be able to behold him (Ex. 34. 29-
35). Now observe; this incident in the ministry 
of Moses served only as a type of the head of 

the church (Heb. 3.5-6). 
Jesus Christ, the true 
Head of the church, 
took on that veil of 
flesh in His incarnation 
holding in abeyance the 
full brightness of His 
eternal glory (Jn. 17.5, 
24; Phil. 2.5-8; Rev. 
1.12-17) because no 
man could have looked 
upon the brightness of 
His eternal form and 
have lived.
 
Still later, when Korah 
and the rest of those 
bold ones (250 renown 
leaders of Israel) 
challenged the calling 

and authority of Moses, the man of God did 
not hide behind the church nor seclude himself 
in an ecclesiastical office. Yea, rather, he stood 
flatfooted in the anointing of the Spirit and 
challenged them to meet him at the door of the 
Tabernacle (Numb. 16.1-40; 2 Pet 2.10; Jude 
11). He refused to compromise the truth and 
to shrug his God-ordained responsibility. He 
had confidence in the spiritual anointing that 
was abiding upon him. Moses said with great 
confidence that he would meet the rebels at the 
door of the Tabernacle in the morning, and that 
God would reveal His power and glory for all to 
see and thereby distinguish the true followers of 
God from heretics and imposters (1 Cor. 11.19). 

“A ‘multitude of counsellors’ 
can conceivably be more of a 
hindrance than a help unless 
they are consecrated to God and 
Spirit-filled. Whenever there is 
a multitude of counsellors who 
are not spiritual and diligent 
students of Scripture, there 
will be errors and confusion, 
and the General Assembly will 
inevitably become legislative 
and spiritually dysfunctional.”
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Korah and his entourage had mistaken Moses’ 
meekness for weakness but also failed to realize 
in their arrogance and spiritual blindness that 
they were rebelling against God in the person of 
Moses and his God-ordained authority. 

Like the “church in the wilderness” under Moses 
3500 years ago, the church in these very last days 
must have the witness of the Holy Spirit and His 
manifestations and gifts in worship, ministry, 
and mission work, and upon her God-called and 
God-ordained leaders. Every department and 
support ministry, every program, every minister, 
and every member needs the anointing of the 
Spirit upon their functions and aims. The church 
tempts her own 
destiny when she 
employs uninspired 
and unanointed 
men and women to 
do jobs for which 
both inspiration 
and anointing are 
required. 

Now if Moses and 
his house required 
such supernatural 
demonstrations of 
God’s power to 
identify with and 
to witness to their 
peculiarity, how 
much more the 
Lord’s Zion in these 
last days? If Sinai 
required His manifest 
approval, how much more Zion Assembly? The 
church must be recognized as a divine institution 
as well as a spiritual movement, for indeed she 
is “God’s husbandry,” “God’s building,” the 
“church of the living God,” the “city of the 
living God,” a “spiritual house” built up a “holy 
temple in the Lord” (1 Cor. 3.9; Eph. 2.19-22; 1 
Tim 3.15; Heb. 12.22; 1 Pet. 2.5). It is expected 
therefore that she should “show forth His glory” 
with mighty “signs and wonders” (Dan. 4.2-3; 
6.26-27; 11.32; Joel 2.28-32; Mk. 16.17-18; Acts 
2.19,.22, 43; 4.30;5.12; 6.8; 14.3; 15.12; Rom. 
15.19; 2 Cor. 12.12; Heb. 2.4). 

THE  CELESTIAL  CITY

Drawing upon a parallel between the New 
Testament church and her Old Testament type, 
the writer of Hebrews declared: 

“For ye are not come unto the mount 
that might be touched, and that burned 
with fire, nor unto blackness, and 
darkness, and tempest, And the sound 
of a trumpet, and the voice of words; 
which voice they that heard entreated 
that the word should not be spoken to 
them any more . . . And so terrible was 
the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly 

fear and quake: 
But ye are come 
unto mount Sion, 
and unto the city 
of the living God, 
the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to 
an innumerable 
company of 
angels, To the 
general assembly 
and church of 
the firstborn, 
which are written 
in heaven, and to 
God the Judge 
of all, and to the 
spirits of just  men 
made perfect, 
And to Jesus 
the mediator 
of the new 

covenant . . .” (Heb. 12.18-19, 21-24).

The grammatical structure and sense of this 
passage shows that it is something that is 
also taking place at the present time. “Ye are 
come unto” is in present tense. The Greek 
proseleluthate is perfect active indicative of 
proserchomai. Accordingly, New Jerusalem in 
the book of Revelation that John saw coming 
down from God out of heaven must be the 
same church that is now here on earth, the only 
difference being that John was allowed to catch a 
glimpse of the church in her perfection.  And God 
commanded him to write down his vision for our 

“The church must be recognized 
as a divine institution as well as 
a spiritual movement: indeed, 
she is ‘God’s husbandry,’ ‘God’s 
building,’ the ‘church of the living 
God,’ the ‘city of the living God,’ 
a ‘spiritual house’ built up a ‘holy 
temple in the Lord’ (1 Cor. 3.9; Eph. 
2.19-22; 1 Tim. 3.15; Heb. 12.22; 
1 Pet. 2.5).”
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benefit, so that we might see the perfect pattern and 
measure to it. The city of God is evidently revealed 
in her splendor and glory to entice us to conform 
here on earth to her spiritual symbolisms and be 
counted worthy to move into it. Thus, Jesus teaches 
us to pray:  “Our Father . . . Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven” (Mt. 6.9-10).

Time and space will not permit here a fuller 
explanation of the heavenly city. Each reader, 
however, can discover her magnificent size, the 
measurements of her apostolic foundations, her 
walls and gates in Rev. 21.1—22.20, and marvel 
at her transparent gold and glory glistening 
and showing forth the light and glory of God 
throughout the cosmos. It is all more wonderful 
than human words can express—unspeakable 
glory! Let it suffice here to say that the holy 
city is a masterpiece of divine architecture 
“showing forth” God’s wisdom and power 
and beauty. She shines forth the perfection of 
the bride of Christ, who receives her light from 
her blessed Bridegroom! Like the “queen” in 
the psalmist’s vision, she sits upon the right 
hand of the King of glory, and “is all glorious 
within” (Ps. 45.9-14). She is the holy city of 
God. “And there shall in no wise enter into 
it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but 
they which are written in the Lamb’s book 
of life” (Rev. 21.27). Her foundations and walls 
represent strength and security. She is eternal 
and indestructible. “The gates of hell shall 
not [cannot] prevail against it” (Mt.16.18). 
Her gates face all four directions, because she is 
universal—a city for all nations, and tribes and 
tongues. Sanctified kings will bring their glory 
into the celestial city (Is. 60.3; Rev.21.24).

She has transparent walls, for she has nothing to 
hide but much to reveal, namely, the light of the 
glory of God. She has twelve gates, each made 
of one several pearl, reminding us that Christ 
is that One Pearl of great price through whom 
we may enter in the holy city. There is no sun 
and no artificial or secondary light, for the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are the light thereof 
(21.23). There are not two lights, only one Light! 
And there are not two thrones, only one. The 
Father and Son occupy the same throne (22.1-

3). And there is no temple: “for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it” 
(21.22).

The psalmist doubtlessly looked beyond the 
glory of the temple on Mount Zion and through 
the Spirit beheld this city, exclaiming, “Walk 
about Zion . . . tell the towers thereof’ (Ps. 
48.12), and again “Glorious things are spoken 
of thee, O city of God” (87.3). Abraham and the 
ancient elders of the faith ultimately had this 
glorious city in view as they journeyed through 
life seeking after God and the promised land. The 
writer of Hebrews wrote that these renown men 
and women of old 

“. . . died in faith, not having received 
the promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of them, 
and embraced them, and confessed that 
they were strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth. For they that say such things 
declare plainly that they seek a country. 
And truly, if they had been mindful of 
that country from which they came out, 
they might have had opportunity to have 
returned. But now they desire a better 
country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their 
God: for he hath prepared for them a 
city” (Heb. 11.13-16). 

Some will ask: How may one see this city in her 
amazing and breathtaking glory? We answer, the 
same way John did: he “was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s day.” His wonderful vision is recorded in 
the Holy Scriptures to entice us to make her our 
eternal home. That is how one sees [perceives/
discerns] God and the church: “in the Spirit!” 
and through the revelation of the Scriptures. 
The apostle was “carried away in the Spirit to a 
great and high mountain” and there saw “that 
great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out 
of heaven from God, having the glory of God: 
and her light was like a stone most precious, 
even like jasper stone, clear as crystal . . .” (Rev. 
21.2-11).  It is from an intimate relationship with 
God and an elevated position in the Spirit that we 
are enabled to see the church most clearly: being 
caught up and “carried away” in the Spirit!
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PROVIDENCE  AND  SUFFICIENCY  OF 
THE  SPIRIT

The church was doubtlessly guided by providence 
in that first Assembly in 1906 to state: “We do 
not consider ourselves a legislative or executive 
body, but judicial only.” Yet, as aforesaid, unless 
the church continues to yield to the providential 
guidance of the Spirit, our retarded intellects and 
fickle hearts will surely have the church wandering 
in circles again in a “Sinai desert.” Unless quickened 
by the Spirit, we have an inevitable tendency to be 
“wise in . . . [our] own conceits” (Rom. 12.16; 
11.25); and thereby we miss the divine mark laid 
out for us.

The forefathers and foremothers of Zion Assembly 
were unique and peculiar by virtue of the Spirit’s 
intervention in their lives. The idea of a “multitude 
of counsellors” is hardly different from any other 
multitude without the glory of God present in 
the Person of the Spirit. He guided the church 
nearly all the way through, before and after the 
Banner of Truth waved over the chosen Bride.7 
Can we boast therefore in a church banner or 
any other material symbol if God’s love and 
righteousness is not shining on the faces of our 
ministers and members (Song 2.4; Jn. 13.35)? Was 

7  The church flag [banner] adopted in 1933 was a material 
witness that distinguished the fellowship of our illustrious 
pioneers after the disruption in the 1923, and thereafter from 
the ever-multiplying number of denominations and independent 
groups. Notwithstanding, the banner was exalted beyond 
spiritual respectability as the church proceeded through the 
twentieth century. Scriptures were twisted to support the idea 
that the design and configuration of the symbols of the banner 
were ordained and predetermined by the Lord and thus fulfilled 
several passages including Ps. 60.4 and Is. 13.2. As such, the 
banner came to be the church’s most distinguishing feature, 
even above the biblical marks of love and the fruit of the Spirit. 
Thus even when the church began to depart from the faith in the 
latter part of the twentieth century, the ministers and members 
tended to feel secure in their backsliding condition as long as 
they kept the flag waving. The symbol tended to replace the 
more important manifestation of God’s love and righteousness. 
Note Song 2.4 and Jn. 13.15. The flag waving and flag boasting 
was much like the boasting of the Jews regarding the temple, 
ark of the covenant, circumcision, etc. For while they were 
in the very motions of backsliding and being reproved by the 
Lord, they boasted of being God’s chosen people (Deut. 30.1-
6; Is. 1.11-16; 58.1-10; Jer. 4.3-4; 7.3-4; Amos 5.1-6, 21; 
Jn. 8. 31-44; Rom. 2.28-29; 11.11-23; Rev. 2.9; 3.9; et al).
     

it reason alone that brought Luther’s mind and heart 
to the point of faith? The answer must be no, for 
Aquinas was a great mind, apparently intellectually 
greater than Luther; yet Aquinas failed to understand 
justification by faith alone. Luther was illuminated 
by the revelation of the Word and Holy Spirit, and 
his faith was superior to Aquinas’ naked reason. The 
Holy Spirit illuminated Wesley to the second work 
of grace—instantaneous sanctification; and later 
the Pentecostal outpourings fell upon holy men and 
women whose minds could not fully comprehend 
their own spiritual experiences. They spoke with 
“unknown tongues” (glossolalia), and no man 
could understand them, not even themselves. They 
simply trusted God who said He understood (1 
Cor. 14.2), and they pleased God in manifesting 
this “sign” to unbelievers (v. 22). They also spoke 
by spiritual gifts including “divers tongues” or 
languages (heteroglossolalia), enabling them to 
evangelize more effectively, spiritually and cross-
culturally (Acts 2.1-12; 10.44-45; 19.1-6; 1 Cor. 
12.28; 14.21), instructing and encouraging their 
hearers. They purported a doctrine that was more 
the evidence of their faith and spiritual experience 
than their reasoning, and their faith was derived 
more from inner conviction than intellectual 
conclusion. Indeed, their faith and experience 
were based on revelation, not imagination nor 
naked reason. It rested ultimately on the authority 
of the Holy Spirit and Holy Scripture.

Did anyone premeditate or humanly devise the 
restoration of the church on August 19, 1986, 
or Tomlinson’s union with it on June 13, 1903? 
Or was the restoration planned and guided by 
the providence of the Holy Spirit? It was guided 
by the Spirit with little human comprehension 
regarding its prophetic significance or the 
dynamic results that it would affect. Or the 
many unique standards now espoused by Zion 
Assembly: How came they? Sometimes our 
finite minds wandered from year to year seeking 
for understanding and illumination. The answers 
came only after mighty sounds and waves of the 
Spirit sweeping over the minds and spirits of 
our illustrious forebearers, illuminating them in 
their meetings and General Councils regarding 
the mysteries of God and His Word. They were 
immersed ever more deeply in the knowledge of 
the truth revealed in the Bible; and were stirred 
to travail in prayer and fasting, humbling and 
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submitting themselves to the Holy Spirit. To be 
sure, we would be “Ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth” 
without recognizing and encouraging the active 
intervention of the Spirit in our midst.

The ultimate question for us now is: how shall 
we go from here? Not, where, for our end is 
foreordained if we choose the wrong path. No, 
the question is, how? Will we humble ourselves 
in prayer and fasting upon our faces before 
God in reverence and earnestness? Will we 
approach the forthcoming crises in the fear of 
God and boldly continue in the biblical steps 
of our faithful 
fathers? They 
were “bright 
lights,” but not 
so much by the 
light of reason or 
human genius. 
Rather they were 
brightened by 
the glory of the 
Spirit, like the 
face of Moses. 
What made M. S. 
Lemons say that 
A. J. Tomlinson 
was the “smartest 
man (he) ever 
saw,” or F. J. Lee 
say, “God has 
given him special 
wisdom”? It was 
not the natural 
endowment of his 
intellect so much 
as the gracious effect of heavenly wisdom that 
poured down upon him as he admonished and 
led the church. We do not think of Tomlinson 
as a great mind, but as a great leader in the 
context of his times. He made mistakes and 
misjudgments, to be sure, but no one can justly 
argue against his anointed calling and God-
ordained appointment. We thus remember him 
as a great leader who answered the call of God 
and obeyed it. Nor do we compare the apostle 
Paul to Socrates, Plato, or Aristotle. 

It is unfitting to compare one dignified and 
inspired by Christ with one self-sufficient by 

reason. We think of Paul “. . . called to be an 
apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God” 
(1 Cor. 1.1), “. . . separated unto the gospel of God 
(Rom.1.1). We are aware of Paul’s credentials as 
one having learned at the feet of Gamaliel (Acts 
22.3), but Gamaliel’s wisdom did not qualify Paul. 
For he claimed to know nothing except “Christ, 
and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2.2) and gloried only in 
the sufficiency of Christ (1 Cor. 2.1-5; 2 Cor. 3.5). 
And he acknowledged this, not out of a pretense 
of humility, but because it was true. His highest 
and most cherished credentials were those received 
from his three years alone with God apparently 
in the Arabian desert (Gal. 1.15-18), and the 

revelations of the 
mysteries of the 
Gospel he received 
directly from the 
Holy Ghost (2 Cor. 
12.1-10), all of 
which illuminated 
and agreed with his 
knowledge of the 
Scriptures (2 Tim. 
2.15; 3.15-17; 1 
Tim. 4.16).   

We therefore 
confess to be 
biblicists more so 
than theologians, 
and if we are to 
be considered 
theologians, we 
labor primarily in 
that which is called 
biblical theology. 
For the church will 

be perfected by the “washing of water by the 
word” proclaimed by anointed ministers (Eph. 
4.11-16; 5.26-27), not by our intellectual capacity 
to fully reason out the glorious Gospel of God, 
but by our faithfulness in teaching and preaching 
of the revealed truth with unction of the Spirit. 
Thus, the ministers will be instrumental in the 
perfecting of the saints only as they faithfully 
teach the Word and exemplify it in their walk 
with God (1 Tim. 3.2-7; Heb. 13.7, 17).

Theology as a “science” is the collective processes 
and methods by which men study about God 
and His relation to creation. Its development and 

“Our uniqueness and greatness will always 
be contingent upon our unflinching faith in 
the immutable counsel of God as revealed in 
His Word and illuminated by His Spirit, not 
by any inherent wisdom of our own. We thus 
have no cause to boast (Eph. 2.9; 1 Cor.1.29). 
The church will be to God’s glory only as 
she is supernaturally directed by Him. She 
owes her existence and progress to grace and 
providence. The Bible gives the church her 
raison d’ etre; and only perfect obedience to 
the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit can affect 
the eschatological perfection of the church 
according to prophecy (Jn. 17.17-23; Eph. 
4.11-16; 5.25-27; 2 Tim. 3.16-17; Rev.19.7-8).”
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conclusions are derived in part from empirical 
evidence and in part from speculations and finite 
perspectives; whereas in biblical theology, the 
foundational source for truth—the Bible—is perfect 
even if its interpreters are erroneous (Mt. 23.2-3; 
Heb. 4.12). Indeed, the very dogma of the church 
transcends our full understanding of it; we simply 
accept by faith the infallibility of its revelation. 
Perfect truth can only come from a perfect God, 
and the Bible is God’s inerrant revelation to man. 
Therefore, unless the Bible is the textbook and 
authority for our theology and final appeal for truth, 
we will go astray ourselves and lead others astray! 
It is thus that biblical theology is distinguished 
from the broader meaning of “theology.”8   

THE  CHURCH: 
THE  LIVING  REVELATION  OF  CHRIST

Now observe: even if our textbook is the Bible, 
our rational interpretations may not be perfect. 
There remains, therefore, the necessity of the 
Divine Witness to be manifestly present in our 
midst, and in us, illuminating our minds and 
purging our prejudiced opinions until He effects 
in us an anointed discernment and understanding 
of His divine will and purpose—an understanding 
that always corresponds to His Written Word. In 
this manner, God reveals Himself and His truth 
in the Holy Spirit through the church. That is, 
the church is in one way a passive body through 
which the Living God manifests Himself and 
His will, even beyond the rational capability of 
the church to fully comprehend it. All things 
otherwise being in divine order, the church’s 
own spiritual experiences and declarations are 
therefore extensions of the mind of Christ and the 
power of God demonstrated and manifested in 
and through the Holy Spirit. Herein the prophecy 
is fulfilled: 

“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will make a new covenant with the 
house  of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah: Not according to the covenant
that I made with their fathers in the day
 

8 Strong, Systematic Theology, pp. 1-3; and see McKim, 
Dictionary of Theological Terms, esp. the many distinctions 
and categories of the term “theology,” pp. 279-282, and cp. 
with “biblical theology,” p. 30.  

that I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt; which 
my covenant they brake, although I was 
an husband unto them, saith the Lord: 
But this shall be the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel; 
After those days, saith the Lord, I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their  hearts;  and will be 
their God, and they shall be my people” 
(Jer. 31.31-33; see also Heb. 8.6-13).
And thus Paul “ye are the temple of 
the living God; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them; 
and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people” (2 Cor. 6.16; see also 
Lev. 26.12; Ezek.36.26-28; 37.26-28).

The empirical nature of the church, then, is so 
exercised by the Holy Spirit to reveal the invisible 
God and His will. Through the church’s eyes is 
revealed the intelligence of Christ; through her 
ears, His concern; through her mouth, His truth; 
through her actions, His compassion, kindness, 
wisdom, and power. The church then is the living 
revelation of God in flesh. Only in this way can the 
church “shew forth the praises” of God, that is, 
His perfections. This is in fact the explicit purpose 
of the church according to the apostle Peter:

“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light:  
Which in time past were not a people, but 
are now the people of God: which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained 
mercy” (1 Pet. 2.9-10). 

The church however is not God incarnate in the 
same manner that Christ is, that is, she is not 
hypostatized with deity and thus is never viewed 
as being deified, not even in anticipation of her 
glorification. Rather the church is regenerated 
and quickened to newness of life and thus 
embodies God (2 Cor. 3.2-3). She is indeed a 
house wherein God dwells, but since she is not 
hypostatized with God, she stands by faith and 
freewill, and as such, may fall and apostatize 
(Rom. 11.13-23; 2 Cor. 11.3). Thus, the church 
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remains under pressure always to keep the faith 
until glorification and the rapture (Mt. 24.10-14; 
Col.1.21-24; Heb. 3.6; 1 Thess. 4.17-18; 2 Pet. 
1.10-11). Neither is God contained in the church 
but rather inhabits it as His special dwelling, 
especially revealing Himself to and through her. 
Thus, the church is the body through which Christ 
most intimately shares His glory, knowledge, 
wisdom, and power. She is His betrothed “bride” 
and “wife” (Is. 54.1, 6; 62.5; Ezek. 16.8; Eph. 
5.24-32; Rev.19.7-8; 21.2, 9-10). And herein 
is the occasion for the allegory in the Song of 
Solomon. It reveals such profound intimacy 
illustrated by earthly love and love-making that 
some commentators, lacking the understanding 
of the profound relationship between Christ and 
the church and the purpose of the Song, all but 
omit it from their commentaries.9 

Since the church is not yet 
glorified, it may be influenced 
by devils, evil principalities, 
rulers of darkness and 
spiritual wickedness in high 
places (Zech. 3.1; Eph. 6.11-
12; 1 Tim. 4.1). Indeed, 
it stands by faith, and as 
such, may fall! The truth of 
this was never more clearly 
illustrated than when the 
New Testament church—
being betrothed to Christ 
as His peculiar spouse—
apostasized and became 
rather the habitation of devils (Acts 20.29; 2 
Cor.11.1-3; 2 Thess. 2.1-12; Rev. 2.5; 17.1-6; 
18.1-24). It is obvious, then, that the church, 
being also a rational and empirical body, can be 
deceived. And herein is the occasion for Paul’s 
admonition to the Corinthian church: 

“But I fear, lest by any means, as 
the serpent beguiled Eve through 
his subtilty, so your minds should be 
corrupted from the simplicity that is in 
Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth 
another Jesus, whom we have not 

9 See, e.g., The Introduction to the Song of Songs in 
C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old 
Testament, 10 Vols. (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. 
Eerdman Publishing Company, reprint 1984), VI, 1-15.    

preached, or if ye receive another spirit, 
which ye have not received, or another 
gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye 
might well bear with him . . . for such 
are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the 
apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for 
Satan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light” (2 Cor.11.3-4, 13-14). 

Note, Eve, a type of the church, served 
conveniently for Paul to illustrate his point. The 
church in this present age [before the Rapture] is 
never immune to Satanic influence and deception, 
and thus must ever seek the face of Christ and 
court His affections in loving adoration to remain 
faithful to Him. 

Now observe: the church’s 
subjective experiences 
must always be weighed 
over against the objective 
revelation of the Holy 
Scriptures and the illuminating 
power of the Holy Spirit. If 
these two modes of revelation 
agree and balance out, then we 
may be assured of the truth. 
It may be seen here also that 
there are not two revelations 
but one: the same revelation 
is subjectively experienced 
and objectively disclosed in 
the Scriptures. And thus, the 

church is the “pillar and ground” upon which 
the divine action of illumination and disclosure
takes place (Acts 15.1–16.5; Eph. 1.17-23; 3.9-
10). Our uniqueness and greatness will always 
be contingent upon our unflinching faith in the 
immutable counsel of God as revealed in His 
Word and illuminated by His Spirit, not by any 
inherent wisdom of our own. We thus have no 
cause to boast (Eph. 2.9; 1 Cor.1.29). The church 
will be to God’s glory only as it is supernaturally 
directed by Him. It owes its existence and 
progress to grace and providence. The Bible gives 
the church her raison d’ etre, and only perfect 
obedience to the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit 
can affect the eschatological perfection of the 
church according to prophecy (Jn. 17.17-23; Eph. 
4.11-16; 5.25-27; 2 Tim. 3.16-17; Rev.19.7-8).

“. . . the church 
must tenaciously 
cling to the ‘Blessed 
Old Book’ and 
herald its message 
with holy zeal and 
inspiration to the 
ends of the earth.”
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As the church heads for the fi nish line, we will 
inevitably be challenged on this very issue. Even 
now there are accusations of bibliolatry made 
against us. Our critics say we worship the book 
more than the Author. They argue that Christ 
is spirit, not paper and ink; and they pursue 
this line of thought until they make a complete 
reductio ad absurdum of their whole muddle-
headed hypothesis. Proper exegeses makes it 
clear that Christ is eternal Spirit but also that 
He entered history through incarnation. Now 
observe; we would have no sure foundation 
for our faith without the witness and record of 
the infallible Scriptural revelation (2 Pet. 1.16-
21; 1 Tim. 2.15-17). Neither would we know 
the life of Christ and His teachings without the 
Scriptures (Lk. 24.25-27; Jn. 5.39; Rev. 19.10). 
Those who oppose the absolute authority of the 
Scriptures as the fi nal appeal for truth, open the 
door to a multiplicity of erroneous ideas and 
speculations born of fallibility and deceit; and 
thereby they oppose themselves, and destroy 
the very path of eternal life and salvation. 

Notwithstanding, it should not surprise 
us that this school of thought is gaining 
universal recognition in this generation, and 
the vehicle for its traffi  c is liberal universities 
and seminaries and the superfi cial ecumenical 
movement that is gaining popularity and 
sweeping the globe today. Furthermore, this 
magni-modern “Babylon” is accusing the 
relatively small number of believers who 
espouse biblical inspiration and inerrancy as 
being ungovernable and schismatic because we 
refuse to join ranks with her false ecumenism. 
The essence of this religious harlotry is the 
result of nearly two millennia of dialectic
pollution—an historical spiral that inevitably 
descends into doubt, heresy, an apostasy.

There is a raging war upon the horizon, and God’s 
church is providentially marching right into it. 
Concerning this very subject, the Holy Ghost 
has forewarned on more than one occasion in 
recent years, “There is a storm coming!” And 
to this agrees the Scriptures (1 Tim. 4.1-3, 6; 2 
Tim. 3.1-9). Accordingly, the fulfi llment of many 
prophecies will be manifested and witnessed in 
these very last days. The church is on the threshold 
of a great infl ow of “other sheep” and a great 

purging. As such, she will be fully transformed 
into her prophetic ideal. All Bible believers will be 
perfected; all skeptics will fall away and apostasize. 
The “other sheep” will ask their way to Zion where 
they may graze upon the pure Word of God (Song 
6.8; Is.5.26; 60.1-12; Jer. 50.4, 6; Jn. 10.16; 11.49-
52; 1 Cor. 12.12-28; Eph. 1.10; 2.14-22; 3.6; 4.11-
16; 5.26-27). God’s people will be looking for that 
“new bottle” fi lled with the pure “new wine” of 
Christ’s and the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship 
(Mt. 11.17; Acts 2.42; 2 Pet.3.1-2; Jude 3-4). 
    
We may live with the expectation therefore 
that the church will experience a miraculous 
transformation that will mold her into her 
prophetic ideal. The profound truths which she 
has judiciously found in the Holy Scriptures, 
and evidently witnessed by the Holy Spirit, must 
be, and will be, practiced and observed by her 
converts. Only then will the church be called truly 
a “holy nation” “royal priesthood,” “chosen 
generation,” and “peculiar people” (1 Pet. 2.9); 
only then will she be fi t to move into the celestial 
city (Is. 26.1-2; 2 Cor. 11.2; Eph. 4.11-16; 5.27; 
Rev. 19.7-8; 22.15). Thus, we anticipate that 
amid the raging battle just ahead, the church will 
be perfected and gloriously raptured.

In consideration, the church must tenaciously 
cling to the “Blessed Old Book” and herald its 
message with holy zeal and inspiration to the 
ends of the earth. Thus wrote Matthew Henry: 

“We have now before us the Holy Bible 
. . ..  It is incomparably the best book 
that was ever written . . . written by 
holy men, indited by the Holy Ghost 
The great things of God’s law and the 
gospel are here written to us, that 
they might be . . . transmitted to 
distant places and ages . . .. This 
is the ‘light that shines in a dark 
place’ (2 Pet. 1.19), and a dark place 
indeed the world would be without 
the Bible.”

God grant the church a greater appetite and hunger 
for “the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ,” and 
a greater energy for its propagation.
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Cont’d from p. 13
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Sites included 

• A.J. Tomlinson House

• The original Publishing Facili� es on 
Gaut Street

• Cleveland Church and Tabernacle 
on 11th Street

• Central Ave HQ Offi  ce Building,  
Publishing Facili� es, and old 
Central Avenue Tabernacle (1923 
- 1968)

• Keith Street Publishing House 
(White Wing) built in 1967

• Keith Street Tabernacle built in 
1972

• HQ Offi  ce Building built in 1975

• Gravesite of A.J. Tomlinson and 
family

• Tour concluded at Tomlinson 
College which was closed in 1992

Church
   Historical
      Tour

The tour was narrated by 
the Presiding Bishop. It 
focused on sites in and 
about Cleveland.



Does this mean that we should not support governmental policies designed to curb criminal behavior? Not at all: 
indeed, we are commanded to respect and cooperate with secular offi  cers and courts—“the powers that be” in 
their eff ort to suppress lawlessness (Rom. 13.1-7; 1 Pet. 2.13; Titus 3.1). But at the end of the day, the only hope 
for true reform and restoration is in the church and her message of soul redemption and spiritual transformation. 
The apostle Peter wrote: “Seeing ye have purifi ed your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit . . . Being 
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God . . .” (1 Pet. 22-23); and the apostle 
Paul wrote referring to Christ: “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into 
the kingdom of His dear Son” (Col. 1.13).    

The solution to America’s sinfulness and “culture of death” is found therefore in the miraculous and transforming 
power of the Gospel. What is needed most to curb and reverse the ever-accelerating advance of these senseless 
killings in the United States is the restoration of the Christian culture that once empowered and guided this nation 
to greatness under the favor of God [notwithstanding of course the glaring contradiction of Christian principles 
in the institution of slavery and systemic racism]. It is plain to see that the further we separate ourselves from 
the presence of Christ and the wisdom of His teachings and guidance of His graces—namely, love, forgiveness, 
redemption, spiritual cleansing, holiness—the deeper we sink into the abyss and darkness of evil and ungodliness.             
The Gospel alone—“the Good News of the Kingdom of God”— is “the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 
1.16; Col. 1.23; Mt. 24.14; 2 Pet. 1.11). It alone gives “hope” and “meaning” to life both in this present world 
and the world to come. The answer is in preaching vigorously the power of the Cross of Christ and spreading the 
hope of heaven and the reward of eternal life for those who by faith serve Him. Accordingly, to turn away from 
the proclamation of the Gospel or to hinder its publication is to open the door to loneliness, meaninglessness, 
sinfulness, hopelessness, and more killings and suicides! 

See, the Gospel gives man His profound distinction, value, and exalted status in all of creation: it reveals that 
mankind and womankind above all other things, including angels, are made in the image of God. Distort and 
deprive the people of the knowledge and wisdom of this “Good News,” and you might well expect that in the 
vacuum will emerge racial hatred [of all stripes—black, white, brown, red, and yellow], murderers, and killers of 
children and every other ungodly thing and beastly behavior (see Gen. 6.5; 2 Tim. 3.1-9; 2 Tim. 3.13): and that 
“violence will fi ll the earth” (see Gen. 6.11 and compare with Mt. 24.37-39). 

But should we be surprised by the increase in murders and senseless killings? We have been explicitly warned by 
Christ and the apostles that these conditions will be the norm in the very last days. Jesus said that in the very end-
times, indicating both before and after the Rapture, that we should expect to see an escalation of sinfulness and 
wickedness in the earth (Mt. 24.1–25.46; Mk. 13.1-37; Lk. 21.5-36; Rev. 1.1–19.21). The apostle Paul forecast 
these conditions in his second letter to Timothy saying,

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without 
natural aff ection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fi erce, despisers of those that are good, 
Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof; from such turn away” (2 Tim. 3.1-5; see also 2 Thess. 2.3-12; 2 Pet. 
2.1-22; Jude 3-19; Rev. 17.1–18.26).    

Again, the only answer to this predicament is the proclamation of the Gospel and the call to repentance, resulting  
not in the saving of America and the world per se, but in the recreation of a new human race in the image of Christ! 
Try as one may, all the powers of stately governments cannot hold fast the fl ood gate against the rising tide—the 
tsunami of sin and ungodliness that is even now sweeping the world. The grand vision of the Kingdom of God on 
earth—the Millennium—is the glorious and only hope for any person or nation (Mt. 5.5; 2 Is. 11.1-12; 35.1-10; 
60.1—65.25; Dan. 7.13-14, 18, 22, 27; Tim. 2.12; Rev. 5.10; 20.1-7; 22.5).

Editorials cont’d from p. 2
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 Jesus has commissioned the church to “Go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”  
The Good News is that God is offering every man the 
opportunity to have eternal life and live in His eternal 
Kingdom. The other side of the Gospel tells us that those 
who reject or ignore this Good News will be cast into the 
Lake of Fire for eternity.  

“The Son of man shall send forth his angels, 
and they shall gather out of his kingdom 
all things that offend, and them which do 
iniquity; And shall cast them into a furnace 
of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who 
hath ears to hear, let him hear” (Mt. 13.41-43) 

 The ONLY WAY individuals can be saved from 
Hell and eternal damnation and inherit everlasting life 
in God’s Kingdom is for them to hear and believe the 
Gospel—to repent and receive Jesus Christ into their 
heart as Christ, Savior, and Lord. 

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they 
call on him in whom they have not believed? 
and how shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher? So then faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 
(Rom. 10.13-14, 17). 

 If the only way a person can be saved from Hell 
is to hear the Gospel and believe it, then those who 
know the Gospel have a MORAL RESPONSIBILITY 
to share the Gospel with those who are lost and headed 
to Hell. To know the Gospel and not share it is tantamount 
to having the cure for cancer and not sharing it with those 
who are dying of cancer. In fact, it is more serious because 
we are talking about saving people from eternal torment 
and not simply death.

 God told the prophet Ezekiel, “Son of man, I 
have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: 
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them 
warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou 
shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to 
save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand” 
(Ezek. 3.17-18). 
 As members of God’s church, we are His 
watchmen. We have been commissioned to warn people 
of the judgment to come and of the eternal consequences 
of Hell.  If we fail to warn people, it is dereliction of duty 
of the highest sort. Our neglect will contribute to the 
destruction of souls. Their blood will be on our hands!  
This is exactly how Paul looked at the responsibility to 
evangelize. He told the Ephesian elders: “Wherefore I 
take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood 
of all men. FOR I have not shunned to declare unto you 
all the counsel of God” (Acts 20.26-27). 
 He tells them he is free from any guilt if they 
end up in Hell because he had been faithful in declaring 
to them God’s Word. In fact, in verse 31 he says “. . . I 
ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.” 
 If we do not get involved in the evangelism 
ministry of the church, we are complicit in the damnation 
of souls—souls we did not help to evangelize. This may 
sound harsh, but we all need to be aware of the seriousness 
of the “Great Commission.” We are “laborers with 
Christ” to “seek and to SAVE that which is lost.”  Souls 
are crying, men are dying! We must win the lost at any 
cost! If we share the Gospel and they do not listen, then 
they will die in their sins, but we have freed ourselves 
from any guilt. Their blood is not on our hands but on 
their own heads. “Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he 
turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, 
he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy 
soul” (Ezek. 3.19). 
 This is the reason Paul told the Corinthians in 
Acts 18:6, “Your blood be upon your own heads; I am 
clean . . .” For he had shared the Gospel with them.  
They had rejected it. The responsibility for their coming 
judgment was on them alone. Paul had freed himself 
from all guilt by declaring the Gospel.
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Bruce Sullivan
 Evangelism Director

 We all must get involved in evangelism. 
God may not call you to be an evangelist who 
proclaims and shares the Gospel with crowds of 
people. He may not call you to personal evangelism. 
In other words, the office of evangelist may not be 
your gift or calling 
 However, EVERY MEMBER of the 
church should be prepared to share the Gospel, and 
every member should get involved in some aspects 
of the evangelistic ministry of the church. You can 
do this by giving offerings. Our local churches exist 
to evangelize their communities. When you give 
an expense offering, it allows the church to carry 
out its mission. Every tithe check which supports 
your pastor is a way of supporting evangelism. 
Every mission offering you give is supporting the 
evangelism ministry of the church around the world. 

There is a multitude of ways you can support the 
work of evangelism. You can get involved in youth 
ministries, children’s ministries, music ministries, 
etc. You can even support evangelism by keeping 
children in the nursery so their parents can hear the 
Gospel without distraction. My point is you can do 
something; indeed, you have a “moral obligation” 
to get involved in some way. You cannot sit on the 
sideline and watch souls die! It 
is immoral and rebellious. Find 
a way to support evangelism as 
best you can and be prepared 
to share the Gospel when the 
opportunities arise.   



Voice of Zion
P.O. Box 2398

Cleveland, TN 37320-2398

NONPROFIT
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 5

CLEVELAND TN

  

WV, VA, PA, MD  June 2-4, 2022
TN, GA    June 10-11, 2022
IN, KY     June 17-18, 2022
NC, SC     June 23-25, 2022
CA, NV    June 24-25, 2022
AL, MS, LA   July 22-23, 2022

Convention Schedule


