
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Introduction 

For some, being a Christian is reduced to keeping a strict set of rules and 

regulations.  Serving the Lord becomes a burden and an unhealthy preoccupation 

with doing religious deeds.  While appearing admirable, the pursuit of this imitation 

of holiness diminishes the joy of true salvation.  For other Christians, following 

Jesus has little, if any, restrictions and boundaries.  Grace permits us to make up the 

rules as we go – to create our own boundaries.  Being a Christian focuses on 

individual liberties.  I can serve the Lord and do what works “for me.”  However, 

both extremes are unacceptable in the church of God.  In today’s lesson, we will see 

how faith forms a balance between grace and obedience. 

 

Key Verse 

“By faith  Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 

prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, 

and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith” (He. 11:7). 

 

Lesson Summary 

In Genesis, the Bible explains how Noah lived in a perverse and exceedingly 

wicked day.  The extent of man’s wickedness is described as follows: “every 

imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Ge. 6:5).  

Humanity’s sin and rebellion grieved the heart of God; thus he determined to 

destroy the inhabitants of the earth (vv. 6-7).  Yet the Scriptures say something truly 

amazing: “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (v. 8).  God showed 

mercy to Noah.  The Lord offered Noah an opportunity to save himself and his 

family.  By faith, Noah walked with God in righteousness and obeyed the Word of 

the Lord (Ge. 6:9, 22; 7:1, 5).  He believed God’s warning of judgment against sin, 

acted in obedience, and “prepared an ark to the saving of his house” (Ge. 6:11-14; 

He. 11:7).  By faith Noah obeyed the Lord and was saved by the grace of God.  

Noah’s faith in the Word of God produced obedience by God’s grace.  Had Noah 

“The Relationship between Grace and Obedience” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies              ”Grace and Obedience” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald  

 

September 4, 2022 Doctrine of Grace Student Guide 



believed but not obeyed, he would have perished in the flood with everyone else.  

Thus, we see how faith forms the necessary relationship between God’s grace and 

our obedience to his Word.  Furthermore, Abraham instructs us in this relationship 

between grace and obedience.  In Genesis chapter twenty-two, God tried Abraham’s 

faith.  The Lord told him to offer Isaac as a burnt offering, and Abraham obeyed 

(vv. 1-3; He. 11:17).  He brought everything which was necessary for the offering: 

the wood, the fire, the knife, and Isaac (Ge. 22:6).  He followed through with 

everything which was required for the offering: he came to the exact place; he built 

the altar; he ordered the wood; he bound Isaac; and he laid him on the altar (v. 9).  

Finally, Abraham carried out the will of God, “stretched forth his hand, and took the 

knife to slay his son” (v. 10).  But God stopped him and provided his own sacrifice.  

Once again, Abraham was proven faithful – full of faith.  By faith, he believed God 

and obeyed the Word of God.  By faith, he obtained God’s blessing through grace 

and obedience (vv. 17-18).  In Abraham, we see how faith forms the relationship of 

God’s grace and our obedience. 

 

Scripture Study 

Noah obeys – Ge. 6:5-14, 22; Ge. 7:1, 5; He. 11:7 

Abraham obeys – Ge. 22:1-3, 6-12, 15-18; He. 11:17-19 

 

Conclusion 

Faith in the Word of God is the spiritual bond of relationship between grace and 

obedience.  There should never be any conflict between grace and our walk with 

God.  Rather they should be in harmony in our lives through genuine faith.  By faith 

in the Word, we obtain grace; and because we believe the Word, we obey the Word.  

Thus, through faith, the grace of God works obedience in and through us. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Introduction 

The apostle Paul declared “that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 

night” (1 Th. 5:2).  In that day, “sudden destruction cometh upon them,” but “God 

hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ” 

(vv. 3, 9).  Also, the Word of God teaches that the Lord will execute judgment 

against the sinner and ungodly at his second coming (Jude 14-15).  Moreover, after 

Christ’s Millennial Reign, the Lord will bring a final judgment against the sinful 

and unbelieving “according to their works” (Re. 20:12-15).  Only by the grace of 

God will we escape these judgments.  But can faith in God’s grace, without 

obedience, save us from God’s judgment and the wrath that is coming upon the 

earth? 
 
Key Verse 

“What doth if profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 

works? can faith save him?”  (Ja. 2:14). 
 
Lesson Summary 

Certainly, we are saved by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ (Ep. 2:8).  

The very purpose of grace is to save us from the power and judgment of sin.  

Nevertheless, we are admonished by the apostle Paul not to receive God’s grace in 

vain (2 Co. 6:1).  Paul goes on to explain what he means by this when he calls the 

church to separation from sin and unrighteousness (vv. 17-18).  When Christians 

embrace the practices of sinners and their unrighteous ways, they distort the 

purpose of God’s grace and receive his grace in vain.  This distortion of grace 

cannot save and deliver the sinner, but rather keeps him/her entangled in a 

deceptive web of sin and disobedience.  In the Old Testament, Israel (the “church in 

the wilderness”) is an example of this error (He. 3:7-19).  They failed to receive the 

grace of God unto salvation.  Instead, a whole generation perished and died in the 

wilderness (v. 17; Nu. 14:26-35).  Did they not hear the Word of God that promised 

salvation?  Did they not hear about the grace of God that gives salvation and 

deliverance?  Sure they did (He. 4:2).  After all, God brought them out of Egypt by 

his right hand of power with great signs and wonders.  But after coming out of 
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Egypt’s bondage, they failed to believe the Word and perished because of sin and 

disobedience (He. 3:18-19; 4:1-2).  Their disobedience was the evidence of their 

departure from the Word of God.  Their disobedience proved their unbelief and 

faithlessness.  Thus, through Israel’s failure and judgment we learn three vital 

principles of God’s saving grace: 1) we must hear the Word of God; 2) we must 

believe and receive the Word; and 3) we must obey the Word (see also Ja. 1:22-25).  

Israel’s failure to believe and obey the Word of God stands as a warning to the 

church today – “The Lord shall judge his people” (He. 10:26-31).  The apostle 

James asks, “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and 

have not works? can faith save him” (Ja. 2:14)?  James asserts the utter uselessness 

of faith which has no works of righteousness, explaining that justification by faith 

must necessarily be accompanied by works which demonstrate the saving grace of 

God (Ja. 2:14-26).  The apostle John also concludes that obedience to the 

commandments of God is inseparable from grace (1 Jn. 3:18-24).  If we disobey 

God’s commandments, then his Spirit simply does not dwell and abide in us (v. 24). 
 
Scripture Study 

The purpose of grace – Ep. 2:8; 1 Th. 5:1-3, 8-9; 2 Co. 6:1, 17-18 

Israel’s error – He. 3:7-19; 4:1-2; Nu. 14:26-35; He. 10:26-31 

Faith without works – Ja. 2:14-26; 1 Jn. 3:18-24 
 
Conclusion 

Genuine faith in Christ always produces faithful obedience and holiness.  In other 

words, genuine faith in Christ will evidence the impartation of God’s grace to us as 

a divine virtue of his Spirit and Word at work in and through us, producing works 

of righteousness which glorify and honor God. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Introduction 

As we studied last month, while the grace of God through Christ is an end of the 

Mosaic Law for every believer (including Jews), his grace does not rule out moral 

law.  Instead, God’s grace through Jesus Christ fulfills moral law.  Practically 

speaking, how does grace fulfill the law of God in the believer? 

 

Key Verse 

“Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law” (Ro. 

13:10). 

 

Lesson Summary 

The grace of God working in the believer is consistent with the royal law of love.  

The apostle James quoted this royal law of the Scripture: “Thou shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself” (Ja. 2:8).  This law is “royal” in the sense of being the noblest 

or highest of God’s laws.  Jesus explained the significance of the royal law when he 

identified the first and great commandment as loving God, and then added, “And 

the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Mt. 22:39).  All 

other laws depend on these two chief laws of God (v. 40).    While the two laws are 

not exactly the same, loving one another closely aligns with loving God (1 Jn. 4:20-

21).  Logically, loving God and loving one’s neighbor are inseparable.  

Furthermore, honoring God and respecting his laws are impossible to do without 

also loving one’s neighbor (Ro. 13:8-9).  Moreover, God’s grace produces holy 

love, and his love produces holiness.  God’s love rejects sinful works and embraces 

the light of God’s truth in Christ (vv. 11-14).  His love refuses the lusts of the flesh 

(v. 14).  The apostle John linked keeping the commandments of God with pleasing 

the Lord, with loving one another, and with believing in Jesus Christ (1 Jn. 3:22-

23).  Clearly, we who believe in Christ keep the commandments of God and seek to 

please the Lord through a holy love for God and our neighbor.  Jude warned the 

church against them who “walk after their own ungodly lusts” (Jude 18).  These 

“spots” (as he called them) were evidence of a departure from holy love and the 

“turning the grace of God into lasciviousness” and lawlessness (vv. 2-4, 12).  On 
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the contrary, grace is never lawless but fulfills the moral law of God.  Through the 

work of God’s grace, love never seeks to wrong one’s neighbor.  As a result, love 

fulfills the law (Ro. 13:10).  From this perspective, we see not only how Jesus 

Christ is the fulfillment of the law, but also how we fulfill the law by his grace 

working in us (Mt. 5:16-20).  His grace produces good works and righteousness in 

us, bringing glory and honor to God (vv. 16, 20). 

 

Scripture Study 

Grace keeps the royal law of love – Ja. 2:8; Mt. 22:36-40; 1 Jn. 4:20-21; Ro. 13:8-9 

Grace produces holy love – Ro. 13:11-14; 1 Jn. 3:22-23; Jude 2-4, 12, 18 

Grace fulfills the moral law of God – Ro. 13:10; Mt. 5:16-20 

 

Conclusion 

The grace of God at work in the children of God enables them to keep the royal law 

of love (Ja. 2:8).  God’s grace produces and perfects holy love in us.  By such love, 

we serve God and one another, thus fulfilling the law of God through doing those 

things that please the Lord. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Grace not only establishes the love of God, but also the truth.  The apostle John 

declared this indivisibility of love and truth, saying, “I rejoiced greatly that I found 

of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the 

Father . . . And this is love, that we walk after his commandments” (2 Jn. 3-6).  The 

grace of God teaches us to walk in love and truth.  The grace that saves us and 

keeps us in the love of Christ also reveals his truth in us and to us, for “grace and 

truth came by Jesus Christ” (Jn. 1:17).  In today’s lesson, we will see how God’s 

grace teaches and reveals the truth in our lives. 

 

Key Verse 

“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” 

(1 Ti. 2:4). 

 

Lesson Summary 

Growth in God’s grace involves growth in the knowledge of Jesus Christ (2 Pe. 

3:18).  The apostle Paul explains that the knowledge of Christ is the knowledge of 

the truth (Ep. 4:15-21; 1 Ti. 2:4-5).  Thus, growing and walking in grace means that 

we must also live in obedience to the knowledge of the truth.  In Titus 2:11-12, the 

apostle Paul declared that the grace of God “teaches us.”  God’s grace has the 

ability to teach truth to the saints of God – to help us know how to “live soberly, 

righteously, and godly, in this present world” (v. 12).  But how does grace teach and 

instruct us to obey the truth?  First, we know the truth by the Word of God.  

Repeatedly, the Bible describes the Word of God as the Word of truth (Col. 1:4-6; 2 

Ti. 2:15; 2 Co. 6:7; Ep. 1:13; Ja. 1:18).  Moreover, when Jesus prayed his high-

priestly prayer in John 17, he identified the word(s) which he gave to his disciples 

as God’s truth (vv. 8, 14, 17).  Jesus taught them the words of God, and the 

disciples received and kept the words as the Word of God, not as the words of men 

(vv. 6-8; 1 Th. 2:13).  By the Word, grace instructs us in the truth.  Second, we 

know the truth by the Spirit of God.  When Jesus promised to send his disciples 

another Comforter, he identified him as the indwelling “Spirit of truth,” who would 
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not speak of himself, but of Christ and his teachings (Jn. 14:16-17; 15:26; 16:12-

14).  In fact, the apostle John plainly declared, “the Spirit is truth,” implying that the 

Spirit can speak nothing but the truth (1 Jn. 5:6).  Finally, we know truth through 

the agreement of the Word and Spirit.  The Word and the Spirit are one – they have 

perfect agreement (1 Jn. 5:7).  Both the Word and the Spirit confirm our 

relationship with God (1 Jn. 3:24).  They work cooperatively to bring about our 

salvation (Ep. 1:13).  The Word and Spirit work together for our spiritual victory 

over the enemy (Ep. 6:17), and for our perfection in Christ. 

 

Scripture Study 

Grace and truth – 2 Pe. 3:18; 1 Ti. 2:4-5; Ep. 4:15-21; Tit. 2:11-12 

Truth revealed by the Word – Jn. 17:6-8, 14, 17; Col. 1:4-6; 2 Ti. 2:15 

Truth revealed by the Spirit – Jn. 14:16-17; 15:26; 16:12-14; 1 Jn. 5:6 

The unity of the Word and Spirit – 1 Jn. 5:7; 3:24; Ep. 1:13; Ep. 6:17 

 

Conclusion 

The grace of God teaches us to walk in obedience to the truth through the 

agreement of the Word and Spirit.  The Word of God will never contradict the truth 

of the Spirit.  Furthermore, the Spirit of God will never conflict with the truth of 

God’s Word.  These two agree together in perfect unity. 
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