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The Bride of Christ: Plain and Simple
“[The Lord] will beautify the meek with salvation” (Ps. 149.4)



 Editorials . . .
An Amazing Accomplishment!

Congratulations to all our pastors, churches, and mission workers! Together we went well over the top of all expectations in 
our October World Mission Drive! An amazing accomplishment! Almost every church had an increase, and several excelled 
exceedingly. One church even fi nally topped the Cleveland church for the fi rst time. The Greenville church raised a record-
breaking $18,152.66! See the full report and statistics in the centerfold, pp. 8-9.

The Bride of Christ: Plain and Simple
In Revelation 17.1—19.8 a remarkable comparison is made between the bride of Christ and Babylon the Great, the Harlot 
religious system of the last days. The Great harlot is arrayed in luxurious purple and scarlet colored apparel and “decked with 
gold and precious stones [jewels] and pearls”; whereas the bride of Christ is adorned plain and simple in “fi ne linen, clean 
and white.” The beauty and glory of the bride is the glory and holiness of her betrothed Bridegroom. Christ dwells in her and 
shines His glory out from her (Is. 60.1-3; Phil. 2.15). She is the embodiment and refl ection of Him—of all that He is. Her 
beauty is the fruit of Spirit manifested in her life and walk in Christ. “[The Lord] will beautify the meek with salvation” (Ps. 
149.4). Her adornment is not superfi cial, not created by man, but plain and simple in Christ; purposely in harmony with His 
image, so that the world may “behold your chaste conversation [lifestyle] coupled with fear [holy reverence]” (1 Pet. 3.2). 

“Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning . . . wearing of gold, or of putting on of [immodest] apparel; 
But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quite 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price” (1 Pet. 3-4). 

“In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not 
with braided hair, or gold, or costly array; But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works” 
(1 Tim. 2.9-10). 

Christmas Break for International Offi  ces
Christmas Break for the International Offi  ces will be December 21—January 3, 2022. Regular hours for the International 
Workers will be suspended during this time, but someone will be available at the offi  ces most of the time to answer calls and 
take care of any impending business or emergencies. Otherwise, the local pastor, Anton Burnette [cell: 423-716-5352], and 
the executive secretary, Wanda K. Busbee [cell: 803-543-6879] have graciously consented to make themselves available for 
any emergency or pressing needs, and of course the Presiding Bishop [cell: 423-715-1091] may be called upon at any time for 
any pressing matters.  

Celebrating Christmas
The Christian celebration of the birth of Christ on December 25th [the traditional date for Christmas] is second only to the 
celebration of Easter; which is appropriately so, for if there was no incarnation of the Word of God in the virgin womb of Mary 
[whenever that special day may have been] there could have been no Easter [resurrection of the Divine Word]. 

It has been said that the greatest humiliation of Christ was not on Good Friday [when He was mocked and suff ered the shame 
of crucifi xion] but rather when He was born; for when Jesus was “in the form of God,” and, as such, “equal with God” (Phil. 
2.5-8), He could not even be tempted. He was rather worshipped and adored even by the angels, and being in that exalted 
state, could not have suff ered and died. In fact, He occupied the throne of God with His Father. But after Jesus was incarnated 
and had eauton ekenosen “emptied Himself” [KJV, “made himself of no reputation”], He found Himself “in fashion as a 
man,” and thus humbled Himself before His heavenly Father. As such, He off ered Himself up according to the Father’s will 
as a sacrifi ce for our sins and redemption. 

O how we should celebrate therefore this miraculous and glorious event! The only hope, the only Way, for sinners to be 
forgiven and reconciled in fellowship with God is through the death of His Son. Thus “God so loved the world” that He 
ordained, “before the foundation of the world” [Rev. 13.8], a spotless Lamb [Jesus] to be off ered up as a pleasing and 
acceptable sacrifi ce. There was no other Way! Jesus is truly “the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” And no one is reconciled or 
“cometh unto the Father but by [Him]” (Jn. 14.6).            
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“Let us be glad and rejoice, 
and give honour to him: for 
the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made 
herself ready”              —Rev. 19.7
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The issue regarding married couples wearing a 
wedding band was settled in the organizational 
meeting conducted on April 18-20, 2004. After 
suffi  cient discussion, those present who had united 
with the church (85 courageous souls, seventeen 
of whom were ministers) agreed on our traditional 
stand against wearing gold, jewels, pearls, and 
costly attire, etc., excepting a simple wedding 
band. It was agreed 
that a plain wedding 
band was considered 
universally [both the 
church and in the world] 
to be nothing more 
or less than a cultural 
symbol of marriage, and 
not worn for gaudy and 
ostentatious reasons, nor 
to satisfy any sense of 
carnal pride. The point 
was made in fact that a 
simple wedding band 
rather strengthens our 
strict view of marriage as 
a sacred institution that 
is binding until the death 
of one of the partners. Only then is a marriage 
dissolved in the sight of God (Gen. 2.21-24; Mt. 
5.31-32; 19.3-12; Mk. 10.2-12; 1 Cor. 7. 2-5, 10-
11; Rom. 7.2-3).  

This view, after a brief discussion, was endorsed 
unanimously by the General Assembly on 
September 24, 2004 (2004 Assembly Minutes, p. 
22). A couple of questions lingered in the minds 

of a few brethren, but these were answered 
satisfactory for all concerned. Following that 
Assembly, the Presiding Bishop further explained 
the rationale behind the church’s position. In a letter 
dated September 28, 2004, he noted regarding the 
wedding band: “The Assembly agreed with the 
report [of the Assembly Business Committee], 
particularly as it was enhanced by Pastor Ricky 

Graves’ comment during 
the discussion, namely, 
that ‘we all love and 
fellowship with each 
other regardless of the 
wedding band.’ We have 
generally agreed since 
the April Conference in 
2004 that our outward 
appearance in dress and 
behavior should be with 
simplicity and plainness, 
but a simple wedding 
band should be left to 
the discretion of each 
married couple.     

Signifi cantly, the few 
who had concerns did not oppose the wearing 
of a simple wedding band, but only wondered 
whether this line could be held without opening 
a fl oodgate for wearing all sorts of jewelry and 
encouraging a worldly and lavish lifestyle. The 
seventeen years since that time have proven this 
concern or fear to have been unfounded. The line 
has been held without any serious problems and 
without jeopardizing in the least bit our stand on 

Note: This message was preached by Bishop 
Wade H. Phillips during the 18th Annual General 
Assembly on Friday morning, September 3, 2021. 

Section IV
Simple Wedding Band 

“So, it is important how we dress, 
especially when we assemble to 
worship and honor the LORD. In 
His presence, we should dress with 
dignity and with a certain formality, 
not in the common [vulgar] 
appearance of the world around us. 
What decent and God-fearing men 
and women would argue this point, 
for they would do as much in the 
presence of worldly dignitaries (see 
2 Pet. 2.10; Jude 8).” 
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plainness in dress and outward appearance. As 
already mentioned, it has rather reinforced our 
stand on the sacredness and indissolubility of a 
valid marriage. We do not apologize for our stand 
against the wearing of jewelry, showy adornments, 
and an intemperate, lavish lifestyle. For it is an 
apostolic teaching, and we are in these very last 
days committed to continuing in “the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship” (Acts 2.42).            

Our stand has served the church well; we have 
been able to hold to our traditional understanding 
and teaching against the wearing of gold, jewels, 
pearls, costly attire, and an extravagant lifestyle, 
without giving the appearance of being harsh, rigid, 
and narrow-minded. What we teach along this line 
is reasonable and scriptural, and, consequently, 
we have been able to support our position boldly 
and with conviction. 

In support of our stand, we have the testimony 
of the Early Church Fathers—Clement of Rome, 
Ignatius, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, 
Cyprian, Origen, Clement of Alexandria, 
Lactantius, and a host of others. They all lifted 
their pens and spoke with one voice against the 
folly of such extravagant practices, including the 
wearing of gold, pearls, precious stones [jewelry], 
costly attire, and a luxurious lifestyle. On a 
related subject, they also stood together against 
loud and gaudy cosmetics [for example, mascara 
and  lipstick] which are in most cases designed to 
attract the attention of the opposite sex, which, in 
turn, has led in many cases to sexual seduction, 
adultery, fornication, and broken marriages. Let 
the admonitions and testimonies of Clement 
of Alexandria, Tertullian, Cyprian, Novatian, 
Commodianus, and Arnobius be sufficient here to 
prove the point. 

Clement of Alexandria (c. 150-c. 215):

“Love of dainties and love of wine, though 
great vices, are not of such magnitude as 
is fondness for finery . . . of gold, purple, 
and jewels . . . To such an extent, then, 
has luxury advanced, that not only is the 

female sex deranged about this frivolous 
pursuit, but men also are infected with the 
disease . . . The wearing of gold and the 
use of softer [luxurious] clothing is to be 
entirely prohibited. Irrational impulses 
must be curbed . . . The Word prohibits 
us from doing violence to nature by 
boring the lobes of the ears . . . Let not 
their [women and babies] ears be pierced, 
contrary to nature in order to attach to 
them earrings.”

Tertullian (c. 160-c. 225), a great second- and 
third century herald of holiness and Pentecostal 
power, wrote: 

“Nowadays, women have every member 
of their bodies heavy laden with gold. 
[Was it] God who introduced the fashion 
of finely-cut wounds for the ears? Did he 
set so high a value upon the tormenting of 
His own work and the tortures of innocent 
infancy? For they learn to suffer with their 
earliest breath, in order that from those 
scars of the body . . . should hang I know 
not what.”

Cyprian (d. 258):

“The characteristics of jewelry, garments, 
and the allurements of beauty are not 
fitting for anyone except prostitutes and 
immodest women.”

Novatian (third century, d. c. 257):

“Why are the necks oppressed and hidden 
by outlandish stones? The prices of these 
without any workmanship—exceed the 
entire state of many persons.”

Commodianus (third century, d. c. 240):

“Moreover, earrings hang down with very 
heavy weight! You bury your neck with 
necklaces! With gems and gold, you bind 
hands with an evil omen—hands that are 



6

worthy of God. Why should I speak of 
your dresses, or of the whole pomp of the 
devil? You reject the law when you wish 
to please the world.”

Arnobius (d. c. 327). His ministry flourished in 
the late third- and early fourth century. 

“Did [the Lord] send souls so that, 
forgetting their importance and dignity 
as something divine, they would acquire 
gems, precious stones, and pearls—all at 
the expense of their purity? Did He send 
them to entwine their necks with such 
things, pierce the tips of their ears, and 
bind their foreheads with bands?” 

It cannot be denied with impunity that these 
worldly practices have the tendency to say, “Hey 
look at me!” rather than point to the holiness 
of Christ and the glory of God (1 Cor. 1.29-
31). This is the reason the Apostles and Early 
Church Fathers in their generations stood against 
such practices. Two prominent passages, one by 
the apostle Paul and one by the apostle Peter, 
seem sufficient here to establish the teaching of 
God’s church. 

“I will therefore that men pray 
everywhere, lifting up holy hands, 
without wrath and doubting. In like 
manner also, that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with 
shamefacedness and sobriety; not with 
braided hair [plaited/elaborate showy 
hairstyles], or gold, or pearls, or costly 
array [dress]. But (which becometh 
women professing godliness) with good 
works” (1 Tim. 2.7-10).  

“Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands; that, if any obey 
not the word, they also may without the 
word be won by the chaste conversation 
[conduct/lifestyle] of the wives; While 
they behold your chaste conversation 

[conduct] coupled with fear [reverence]. 
Whose adorning let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair 
[elaborate, showy hairdos], and of 
wearing gold, or of putting on apparel 
[costly, luxurious attire]; but let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in that which 
is not corruptible, even the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price” (1 Pet. 3.1-4).   
  

The word aidos translated “shamefacedness” in 
1 Tim. 2.9: “lifting up holy hands [in prayer and 
praise] . . . with shamefacedness . . .” indicates 
modesty, reverence, awe, godly fear. It is 
distinguished from the word aischune which is 
used elsewhere to signify “shame” or “disgrace,” 
especially as one appears before the world, or in 
the sight of men who judge these transgressions 
as reproachful (Lk. 14.9; 2 Cor. 4.2; Phil. 3.19; 
Heb. 12.2; Jude 13; Rev. 3.18). Thus, rather 
than shamefacedness and reverence aischune 
carries the idea of haughtiness, shamefulness, and 
sometimes shamelessness. 

Again, aidos signifies innate moral disgust and 
disdain for any dishonorable act, especially as the 
transgressor by introspection senses the reproach 
and guilt within himself for the act committed. 
The root of this word signifies “downcast eyes,” in 
the sense of standing in awe before the Almighty 
God who sees all, knows all, and judges all. The 
publican in Lk. 18.10-14 thus “would not lift up 
so much as his eyes to heaven” in contrast to the 
haughty, shameless Pharisee. Significantly aidos 
[“modesty,” “reverence,” “godly fear”] is used 
only once again in Heb. 12.28: “Wherefore . . .  
let us have grace, whereby we may serve God 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear.”  

Now observe: there is in most cases a direct 
correlation between being shameless and haughty 
in one’s dress and outward appearance, and, on 
the other hand, how one is on the inside, in the 
heart. This recalls the theological principle of 
ad extra and ad intra, which is a way of saying 
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that however one acts on the outside indicates 
what he/she is like on the inside. The same is true 
with God himself since He works in a trinitarian 
manner on the outside, as Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost [for example, God sent the Son and the 
Son sent the Holy Spirit, not vice-versa, that is, 
neither the Son nor the Holy Spirit sent the Father 
[Jn. 3.16; Lk. 24.49]. God must be therefore 
the same on the inside, that is, three persons in 
one Godhead grounded in the Father. The same 
is true with men.  Haughty deeds indicate a 
haughty spirit and an inner disposition to defy 
the authority of God. This is the complaint of 
the Lord against “the daughters of Zion” in 
Is. 3.16-24. Their backslidden hearts were 
exposed in their arrogant spirit and worldly 
appearance. Like the harlot church in Rev. 17.1-6, 
they decked themselves with gold and all manner 
of precious jewels, fashionable attire, and flashy, 
expensive ornaments, being under the influence 
of the practices of the pagans and unregenerate 
world around them.  

“Moreover the Lord saith, Because 
the daughters of Zion are haughty, 
and walk with stretched forth necks 
and wanton [deceiving/seductive] eyes, 
walking and mincing [dainty, prissy] as 
they go, and making a tinkling with their 
feet . . . In that day the Lord will take 
away the bravery [boastfulness, pride] 
of their tinkling ornaments . . . chains
 . . . bracelets . . . mufflers [jewel-studded 
ornaments] . . . earrings . . . rings
 . . . nose rings, jewels . . .” (vv. 16-22).      

Plainly, the Lord does not want His people to “run 
with the crowd” or conform to the practices and 
traditions of the world around them (Ex. 23.2; 
Ezra 9.1-3; Rom. 12.2; 1 Pet. 1.14-16; 1 Jn. 2.15-
16; et al.).   

We will do well therefore, brethren, to follow Paul 
and Peter’s inspired counsel in the texts cited, 
both of whom admonish us to dress and practice 
our faith with plainness, chastity, modesty, and 

simplicity, coupled with prayer, shamefacedness, 
sobriety, reverence, and godly fear to honor the 
presence of the Lord. Peter manifested this spirit 
of godly fear on several occasions. For example, 
in Jn. 21.7 when Jesus showed up on the shore and 
was recognized, John said, “It is the Lord.” Upon 
hearing that, Peter immediately put on his fisher’s 
coat and dove into the sea. The reference to him 
being “naked” signifies not absolute nakedness, 
but that he was improperly dressed, and, as 
such, unfit to be in the presence of the LORD. 
A similar meaning is to be understood in reference 
to the “nakedness” of King David (2 Sam. 6.14, 
20). The meaning is that he humbled himself 
before the sovereign King of kings and Lord of 
lords. He laid aside his royal garments to honor 
the sovereign King of glory (see v. 6)! David, the 
king of Israel, stripped down to a linen ephod, 
rather than appearing in his royal robes, so that it 
would not seem he was competing with the  King 
of glory.

So, it is important how we dress, especially when 
we assemble to worship and honor the LORD. 
In His presence, we should dress with dignity 
and with a certain formality, not in the common 
[vulgar] appearance of the world around us. 
What decent and God-fearing men and women 
would argue this point, for they would do as much 
in the presence of worldly dignitaries (see 2 Pet. 
2.10; Jude 8). Except among profane and indecent 
people, if a couple were notified that the governor 
of their state was to honor their house with his/
her presence at a certain time, would they not 
immediately see that both themselves and their 
children were properly dressed and well behaved 
for the special occasion? How much more then 
should we honor and reverence the LORD and 
His house!                

But let us here return to the immediate subject 
at hand: the wearing of a simple wedding band. 
The wedding band, brethren, does not violate 
nor contradict our stand against a flashy and 
extravagant lifestyle, nor transgress against any of 
the scriptural and reasonable prohibitions against 
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It was an inspiration from the Lord that moved us to cast a vision for the October World Mission Drive. The 
original inspiration came from our pastor in Cleveland, Anton Burnette. After our churches had reached 
$88,000 in the March drive, he remarked to the Presiding Bishop sometime in August, saying, “Wouldn’t 
it be wonderful if we could raise $100,000” for the October drive. Then he said, “I believe we can do it!” 
That immediately resonated with me, and I mentioned it to a few of our pastors and leaders, and all of them 
seemed to feel the same way; they all were ready to roll up their sleeves and go to work. Then many of 
our local church mission leaders caught the vision and the fire quickly blazed through the whole church. 
Everyone seemed to want to go over the top and reach the $100,000 mark. So, the target was set, and we 
went to work. Hard work and the Spirit of giving seemed to take hold of everyone, and the funds began to 
flow into the local treasurers. 
        
With the Lord’s help and anointing, our pastors and churches excelled well beyond what we had even 
imagined. Together our churches raised $126.018.21. This was truly an amazing accomplishment. It excelled 
all previous drives by more than $35,000. If this was not a miracle, it was certainly “a wonder!” 

A burden for lost souls and a vision of the church’s mission propelled us into another dimension in this fund-
raising effort. The Spirit enabled us to “do exploits.” 

It seemed to be a blessing to all to see the Cleveland church challenged by so many of our churches in 
this drive—particularly the Greenville, Caledonia, and Wilmington churches. The Greenville church in 
fact exceeded all previous October and March World Mission drives, raising a mind-boggling $18,152.66. 
Cleveland was second with $13,786.00, Caledonia was third with $12,836.00, and Wilmington was not far 
behind with $9,503.00, also Goshen with $8,326.34 and West Mobile with $7,339.29. It was the first time 
that the Cleveland church had been beaten in any mission drive. But everyone rejoiced, including all the 
Cleveland members: for everyone realized we are laborers together with God and are working to fulfill 
together the Great Commission. 

So many of our churches deserve honorable mention in exceeding all previous fund-raising drives. This 
includes several of our California churches—Hesperia, Highgrove, Oxnard, Rialto, and others; so also 
several of our smaller churches excelled in this noble endeavor; some even doubled or tripled their previous 
amount [See the record of statistics on p. 9]. May the Lord bless all our pastors and mission workers for this 
wonderful accomplishment. We did it together with the help of the Lord.   

We Did It!

Pastor Scott Neill presenting a
check to the Presiding Bishop for
$18,152.66 at the Int’l Offices.    Greenville Church Workers  

Bishop Phillips rejoicing
over the accomplishment.
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Greenville, SC.................................$18,152.66

Cleveland, TN..................................$13,786.00

Caledonia, MS...............................$12,836.00

Wilmington, NC................................$9,503.00

Goshen, IN........................................$8,326.34

West Mobile, AL...............................$7,339.29

Idamay, WV.......................................$6,710.00

Crossville, TN...................................$5,838.54

Hesperia, CA.....................................$5,500.00

Highgrove, CA..................................$5,500.00

Oxnard, CA.......................................$4,000.00

Rialto, CA.........................................$3,000.00

Roanoke, VA.....................................$2,676.00

Anaheim, CA.....................................$2,349.00

Bingamon, WV..................................$2,000.00

Bayou La Batre, AL..........................$1,407.00

Scottsville, KY..................................$1,277.50

Ware Shoals, SC...............................$1,250.00

Amory, MS.......................................$1,047.00

West Pelzer, SC................................$1,037.01

Beaver Dam, KY...............................$1,000.00

Dallas, OR.........................................$1,000.00

Folsom, WV......................................$1,000.00

Jacksboro, TN...................................$1,000.00

Taylors, SC...........................................$972.00

Lancaster, CA.......................................$900.00

Lompoc, CA.........................................$836.00

Sharon,WV.........................................$722.00

Pulaski, TN..........................................$700.00 

Kingstree, SC.......................................$618.30

Salisbury, MD......................................$600.00

Oil City, PA..........................................$577.00

Browder, Ky.........................................$550.00

Toronto, Ontario...................................$473.57

Coachella, CA......................................$234.00
Formerly Salton City

Mesquite, TX.......................................$200.00

San Jose, CA.........................................$200.00

North Mexico.......................................$100.00

Anonymous donations.........................$800.00

Grand Total:Grand Total: $126, 018.21$126, 018.21

October Mission Drive Results
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wearing of gold and jewelry for adornment listed 
in our Abstract of Faith. Rather it is simply a 
symbol of marital union and fi delity. It says, “I am 
married and committed to my wife or husband, 
and as such not available to anyone else.” Further, 
its design symbolizes the holy wedlock and 
permanency of marriage, which is agreeable with 
our view of the indissolubility of marriage. 

Brethren, let us be careful not to “strain at a gnat, 
and swallow a camel” (Mt. 23.24). This was 
Jesus’ criticism of the scribes and Pharisees who 
magnifi ed some less important teachings of the 
LORD at the expense of the “weightier matters 
of the law” (v. 23). To illustrate this point, earlier 
in the Assembly we launched a plan designed 
to stir up our zeal for outreach and evangelism 
by creating a lapel pin that symbolizes love and 
forgiveness and the graces of the Holy Spirit; and 
to help us bear in mind that the Lord desires for 
us to embody and manifest all these graces in 
the church. Now, just as this pin is a symbol of 
something sacred and a way of opening the door 
for our Christian witness, so the simple wedding 
band is a symbol of something sacred and holy—
namely, marriage, and may serve to open the 
door for us to explain and strengthen our view 
of marriage as a sacred and indissoluble union 
instituted by Christ. It seems inconsistent and 
unreasonable to accept this simple 7x70 pin and 
yet oppose the wearing of a simple wedding band. 
What we are opposed to, brethren, is childish, if not 
foolish, ornamentation and a luxurious lifestyle, 
both of which throw our precious resources to the 
wind and feed pride and a carnal appetite.    

In the fi nal analysis, however, brethren, we 
neither encourage nor prohibit the wearing of a 
simple wedding band, but rather leave it up to 
the discretion of each couple who are properly 
married in the eyes of God and the church. Let us 
therefore consider this to be the settled opinion 
of the General Assembly and our churches 
everywhere. 

Cont’d from p. 7

IYC
 (International Youth Camp)

January 14-16, 2022
Camp Hickory Hills

Dickson, TN

Ladies
 Retreat

Mark
the

Date

February 25-27-, 2022
Black Fox Lodge
Pigeon Forge, TN
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It’s time to renew your subscription to the Voice of Zion [VOZ] for 2022. Please remember that 
the new yearly rate is thirty dollars [$30]. It is an increase of only fi ve dollars [$5], the fi rst raise 
in over ten years. Infl ation has touched the church, from coff ee and gasoline to building materials 
and postage, so, comparatively, fi ve dollars is a modest increase. 

The VOZ is such a blessing to all who read it. That’s why we want to place it into everyone’s 
hands. Think of the opportunity we have for reaching the world through this medium. Some of 
us were introduced to the church because of this great Voice. Not only does it shine a light on our 
pathway and direct our steps in the Lord, it off ers encouragement to those who may be struggling 
with various issues. 

Being a SYNC [“Subscribe Your Neighbor Club”] member gives us opportunity to spread 
the Word of God through VOZ. To become a SYNC member, you must subscribe two of your 
neighbors [family/friends/neighbors] and be a subscriber yourself. Our prayer and expectation 
are that some will also be so “zealously aff ected by a good thing” that he/she will become Lena 
Ray King members, that is, subscribe ten persons including oneself to the VOZ.  That would be 
a noble accomplishment for only $300.  

VOZ is itself a “pearl of great price” to those who discover its worth. If our regional boosters 
will contact their pastors and local VOZ boosters and remind them it’s time to renew for another 
year, this will be helpful. 

I praise the LORD for each one who subscribed last year, but I am also praising Him for those 
who, I believe, will join this year and help the church to proclaim the Good News to all nations, 
and the deeper revelation of Christ and His Word to the “other sheep” (Jn. 10.16). 

L.W. Carter, 
Voice of Zion International Booster

Reminder to Renew
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work, fi shing for souls!
The smaller youth at

Youth
Theme: 
Let Down Your Net



13

Highlights
The theme, “Let Down Your Net,” was fi tting as it carried forward the General Assembly theme, “Fishers of 
Men”: a theme that we want to become basic to our primary purpose for existing in Zion Assembly; for “there 
is no alternative” if we expect our churches to grow and fulfi ll Jesus’ commission to reach the whole world 
with the full Gospel: [“Go, preach, baptize believers, and make disciples in all nations”]!  Youth Camp was 
especially boosted, and the excitement for camping was obvious, aff ecting it seemed everyone in attendance. 
The speakers in the convention did a good job; some were outstanding. It was refreshing to see the Lord and 
the church raising up a generation of leaders to take the church forward.

Convention
The Youth Convention in Cleveland [November 
5-6] was well attended and fi lled with enthusiasm 
and spiritual expectations. Many new faces were 
in attendance. Kim Erwin, the director, did a good 
job planning the event and encouraging the youth.
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A pillar of the church has been called home to be with the Lord in glory. The spirit 
of Abner Timothy Kelly, in a moment, in the “twinkling of an eye,” left his body 
and was caught up into the bosom of God. For says the apostle, “to be absent 
from the body is to be present with the Lord.” He leaves behind his faithful 
adoring wife of 55 years, Sandra [Phillips] Kelly; and one son, Mike; and one 
daughter, Kristy, and several grandchildren and great-grandchildren. It is said that 
Tim kept Sandra reminded always of how lucky [“blessed”] they were to have 
each other.   

  
Brother Kelly passed from this life to the next on October 25, 2021.  “Tim” or “Brother Tim,” as he was 
affectionately known to all, will be greatly missed. He was an elder in the true sense of the word—faithful, 
wise, patient, kind, sincere, transparent, gentle, hospitable, and steadfast in the Lord. His disposition 
conveyed a deep sense of gravity and sobriety in Christ, yet he was always joyful, hopeful, and lived in 
prophetic expectation of God’s promises; these traits made his counsel and testimony weighty. 

The church in West Pelzer, South Carolina, where his membership was, will especially miss him, for he was 
a great encourager and active in all phases of the church work. His kind and gentle smile as well as his guitar 
and music will be missed and his participation in the worship services. Because he was such an outstanding 
pillar in the church, people leaned on Tim, drawing strength from his great faith and confidence in God 
and the church. 

But Tim’s influence transcended his local church in West Pelzer; for he was active in all the state and general 
meetings of the church, including statewide conventions and general assemblies.  His skill with the guitar 
and his testimony always added to the meetings. 

His vision of the church and zeal for the House of God was unmatched. I recall soon after we had restored 
and reorganized the church in April 2004, receiving a phone call from Brother Tim. He told me how excited 
he was that we had stepped out to restore the church and to keep the Old Ship of Zion on her chartered 
course. He told how much he wanted to be a part of what we were doing, and that he was anxious to join 
in the restoration movement. I told him that was much appreciated, and I was just as anxious to see him 
unite with Zion Assembly. But as it turned out I learned I was not as anxious as he was. For when I said, “I 
will be in your area next week speaking at the Greenville church and will be honored to receive you into 
the church at that time,” he said, “But Brother Phillips I mean I want to join now—I mean right now! For 
I might die before next week, and I don’t want to die outside the church.” That especially moved me, of 
course; and I said, “Well I will just take you into the church right now over the phone, and we all will give 
you the right hand of fellowship next week when we meet 
in Greenville. He said that would be much appreciated, 
and so I administered the church covenant to him right 
then and there, and he received it with great rejoicing and 
in the manifest presence of the Holy Ghost.    
     
Tim was a good husband, good father, good provider, 
good citizen [a Marine Corps veteran], good church 
member, good witness, good everything! 
      —WHP 

Tim Kelly Called Home
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Bruce Sullivan
 Evangelism Director

Expand Your Circle

Evangelism Korner

 Our “Great Commission” is to “go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to EVERY 
creature.”  The spreading of the Gospel happens 
when people who know the Gospel share it with 
others who don’t know it or have yet to respond to 
it. This means, to be effective evangelists we must 
go into the world and interact with sinners.  
 When you and I became Christians, God did 
not take us out of the world.  In fact, Jesus prayed to 
the Father to leave us in the world so we could be 
a light to those who were lost (Jn. 17.15-18). The 
Gospel plan is for the evangelized to become the 
evangelists. It is for the rescued to become part of 
God’s rescue team.  
 God doesn’t want us hiding from the world, 
but to interact with the world. In fact, to spend our 
lives “hiding out” is exactly what Jesus warned 
against when He reproved the servant who buried 
his master’s talent (Mt. 25.24-25). Jesus, Himself, 
constantly interacted with sinners. When questioned 
about why He did this, he replied, “The sick need 
the doctor, not those who are well” (cf. Mt. 9.12-
3; 5.31-32). There are many “sin sick” people who 
need the remedy that healed you and me. It is up to 
us to take the cure where it is needed. 
 Recently, our Presiding Bishop cautioned 
us about becoming too isolated from sinners. This 
is because it is only natural for children of God to be 
drawn to other children of God and to be repulsed 
by the behaviors of the ungodly. Accordingly, 
Christians who have served the Lord for a while 
become isolated from sinners.  We must avoid this 
trap. You can’t evangelize sinners while avoiding 
them.  You can’t catch fish without going to where  
fish dwell.  

 Instead of hiding from sinners, we should 
seek occasion to interact with them, always with the 
intent of evangelism. As such, we need to expand our 
circle of influence.  Get involved in your community.  
Use the everyday tasks of life as springboards for 
missions. Talk to the waitress at the restaurant, the 
cashier at the gas station, the teller at the bank.  Build 
relationships with people.  The effective evangelist 
is one who makes himself/herself well known.  Get 
your foot in the door so you can talk to sinners about 
Christ. Get out there and “EXPAND YOUR CIRCLE 
OF INFLUENCE.”    

Revival fires burned high and hot at the 
West Mobile, AL, church on November 
12-14. Though the number of services 
were few due to time restraints, the 
work of God that was accomplished was 
eternal and substantial. The Spirit was 
outpoured on the young and “seasoned” 
alike, with spontaneous altar services 
lasting for upwards of two hours! 
Bishop L.W. Carter and his faithful 
companion Wilma were a tremendous 
blessing to us all. We will certainly bask 
in the afterglow of this revival for some 
time to come. The revival concluded 
on Sunday night with a special service 
held at our Bayou La Batre, AL 
church. In this weekend revival there 
were two saved, two sanctified, and 
one baptized with the Holy 
Ghost with the evidence of 
speaking in other tongues. 
To God be all the glory!

Report from West Mobile, AL
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