
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
Money is essential to living.  We cannot seem to get by in this world without it.  In fact, most everyone is trying so hard to 

obtain it, one way or another.  Since money (i.e. income, properties, investments, and so on) is such a huge part of our 

lives, we should glorify and honor God by being good stewards of our financial blessings.     
 

Key Verse 
“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to 

every good work” (2 Co. 9:8). 
 

Lesson Summary 
We often spend a big part of our lives working, both at home and on the job.  We labor on the job for money.  Why? – 

Because it takes money to live.  Anymore, literally everything costs money; and the costs come out of our pocketbooks, 

including the rising costs of products and services, as well as increasing fees and taxes.  Life is in many ways a vicious 

cycle: we work, we earn, we spend, and we work again.  For many families, at least two incomes have become necessary 

for survival because it takes so much to live (e.g. a home, a vehicle, clothing, and food).  But then a home requires 

furniture, insurance, maintenance, and so on.  After you buy clothing, you continue to spend money cleaning it (washing, 

ironing, and dry-cleaning).  After you purchase a vehicle, the costs have just begun.  The need for personal finances will 

persist until this life is over.  Solomon wrote about laboring and amassing great wealth.  He had prospered so much that he 

could have anything he wanted.  But he realized that all of his laboring and prosperity without God is really pointless.  If 

the Lord is not at the center of all we do, then it’s all vanity (Ec. 2:1-11; 12:13-14).  Bottom line: money is one of the 

primary requirements of the human condition.  That be said, our finances reflect our priorities in life.  Whether we have 

little or much, how we handle our finances and spend our money say something significant about our values and 

commitments (Lu. 16:19-31; also refer to last week’s lesson, the story of the rich young ruler, Mt. 19:16-22).  So does 

God really care how we spend our money?  He does because he cares about our values and commitments.  When Jesus 

told the story of Lazarus and the rich man, clearly the rich man was self-consumed with his prosperity, “enjoying the 

pleasures of sin for a season” and giving little thought to those less fortunate (Lu. 16:19, 25; He. 11:25).  Moses, on the 

other hand, considered “the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt,” knowing that a greater reward 

awaited him in heaven (He. 11:26).  Clearly, we should attach the right value to the right things.  Although finances will 

have a prominent place in our lives, we should never resort to living for money (1 Ti. 6:10).  Money needs to work for us, 

not control us.  We should therefore see money as a tool used to glorify God in our lives.  The primary ways that we 

glorify God in our finances is through tithing and giving.  When we pay tithe (10% of our income) and give free-will 

offerings to the church, we demonstrate that we value the work of the Lord and are committed to the ministries of the 

church.  In other words, when we work so hard for our income and then willingly use our finances to advance the mission 

of Christ and his church, we are expressing our dedication to the Lord, and our love for him and precious souls (2 Co. 9:7-

15).  
 

Scripture Study 
Money, a necessity – Ec. 2:1-11; 12:13-14 

Money and priorities – Lu. 16:19-31; He. 11:25-26; 1 Ti. 6:10 

Money and ministry – 2 Co. 9:7-15 
 

Conclusion 
God has blessed us abundantly and has continually provided for our needs.  Therefore, tithing and giving should never 

seem to be a burden.  Instead, we should view our stewardship as a wonderful opportunity to honor God by freely giving 

back to him.  Through tithing and giving, we are providing for the Lord’s work. 
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Introduction 
“Time is money” is a saying attributed to Benjamin Franklin, a prominent founding father of the United States of America.  The 

saying expresses the value of time.  Why should time be considered money?  Practically speaking, when people are paid by the 

hour, the time spent on the job equates to money.  But also, time is valuable because it’s so limited.  We have only 24 hours 

each day to work and rest, and then it’s gone and cannot be retrieved.  Time is therefore fleeting.  For all of us, time is running 

out; we only have a limited number of days upon this earth.  Just for this reason alone, time is precious and valuable to all of us.  

Thus, we need to be good stewards of our time, using it wisely in ways that honor the Lord. 
 

Key Verse 
“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” (Ep. 5:16). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Job said, “Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble” (Job 14:1).  James wrote, “Whereas ye know not 

what shall be on the morrow.  For what is your life?  It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 

away” (Ja. 4:14).  One thing we know for certain is that all of us have a limited number of days upon this earth.  We should 

therefore make good use of our limited time, not wasting precious opportunities to serve the Lord, but “redeeming the time, 

because the days are evil” (Ep. 5:16).  Satan is not idle; he is working overtime to destroy souls (Re. 12:9-12; 1 Pe. 5:8).  The 

apostle Paul wrote, “See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are  

evil” (Ep. 5:15-16).  In Ephesians 5:1-14, Paul talked about the sinful works of darkness permeating this world.  Wickedness is 

all around us, and we can be sure that Satan is doing his job.  So as children and followers of God, we should “walk as children 

of light” and “walk circumspectly” (vv. 1, 8, 15).  Paul admonished the saints to be wise in their daily living and make the most 

of their time (vv. 15-16).  When opportunity knocks, we need to be ready to open the door and serve the Lord.  As faithful 

Christians, we should never want to waste our time.  In Jesus’ parable of the workers, the householder “went out early in the 

morning to hire labourers into his vineyard” (Mt. 20:1).  Then around nine o’clock in the morning, he found those who were 

idle and put them to work in his vineyard.  Throughout the day, at noon, at 3 o’clock, and finally at 5 o’clock, he did the same; 

the householder went to the marketplace, found those who were standing around idle doing nothing, and put them to work.  

Although the parable has a spiritual point, we should take notice of the practical story itself.  The parable demonstrates that 

work begins early in the morning and does not conclude until evening (vv. 1, 8).  Those standing around were being idle (vv. 3, 

6).  But when the householder found them, he put them to work.  What can we learn from this?  We should put in a full day’s 

work; otherwise, we’re being idle and wasting our time.  Likewise, an employee that wastes time on the job squanders his 

employer’s money.  What spiritual lesson can we learn from this?  The example in the parable teaches us that God wants us to 

be diligent workers for him.  We should be attending to his business (Lu. 2:49; Jn. 5:17).  We should be busy in the work of the 

Lord, even working up to the last (eleventh) hour (Jn. 9:4)!  Procrastination is an enemy of our mission work in the church.  

Jesus Christ came with an urgency to fulfill his Father’s will and to finish the work his Father sent him to do (Jn. 4:34).  He did 

not waste time, but he used every moment of his life to glorify God.  Moreover, he admonished us: “Say not ye, There are yet 

four months, and then cometh harvest?  Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white 

already to harvest” (v. 35).  We must not delay to go forth with the message of Jesus Christ into all the world (Mk. 16:15).  

There’s simply no time to waste.  Paul declared, “And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for 

now is our salvation nearer that when we believed” (Ro. 13:11). 
 

Scripture Study 
Use time wisely – Job. 14:1; Ja. 4:14; Ep. 5:1-16; Re. 12:9-12; 1 Pe. 5:8 

Parable of the workers – Mt. 20:1-8; Lu. 2:49; Jn. 5:17; 9:4 

Procrastination – Jn. 4:34-35; Mk. 16:15; Ro. 13:11 
 

Conclusion 
For all of us, time keeps ticking away.  It’s a steady rhythm.  On occasion, we would love to speed it up or slow it down.  But 

the best we can do is to manage it wisely.  Indeed, time is a valuable and precious commodity.  We should make every minute 

count for God. 
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Introduction 
What are your personal abilities and strengths?  Organizations sometimes administer tests to evaluate an individual’s abilities 

(assets) in order to maximize his full potential.  Teachers and mentors often seek to draw out and develop the talents and 

abilities of their pupils in order to help them excel.  Certainly, everyone needs to know his strong points – what he/she is good 

at doing.  Once we understand our God-given abilities, we need to be good stewards and use them for the glory of God. 
 

Key Verse 
“And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wisehearted man, in whose heart the Lord had put wisdom, even every one 

whose heart stirred him up to come unto the work to do it” (Ex. 36:2). 
 

Lesson Summary 
As Christians and members of Zion Assembly, we should be fully committed to fulfilling the Great Commission (Mt. 28:18-20; 

Mk. 16:15-16; Lu. 24:46-48; Ac. 1:8).  The scope of our commission is not only spiritual but practical.  It involves more than 

“spiritual ministries” like preaching, teaching, and praying.  Sometimes, we can think of the church and its mission only in 

terms of spiritual applications while ignoring the practical dimensions that undergird it.  This kind of thinking may result in 

members passively sitting on the sideline, watching and waiting, rather than being fully invested in the mission of the church.  

However, going into all the world is as practical as laboring and working in our local churches.  We actually build the basis and 

infrastructure for continued missionary endeavors even as we establish local churches with thriving ministries.  Local churches 

are the foundational support system of our worldwide mission work in terms of finance, manpower, and implementation.  Plain 

and simple: strong local churches equate to greater missionary success.  We must establish a multitude of strong local churches 

in Zion Assembly if we are to reach the whole world with the gospel.  Every church member should be involved in this all-

important effort.  Furthermore, every member using his God-given abilities is the practical means of building God’s church and 

building up strong local churches throughout the world.  In Exodus 31:1-11, when the Lord gave Moses directions for building 

the tabernacle, he also provided the practical abilities to fulfill the task.  The Lord gave Bezaleel the ability to do “all manner of 

workmanship, to devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in cutting of stones, to set them, and in 

carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship” (vv. 3-5).  The Lord also gave Aholiab the same kind of ability and 

craftsmanship in order to make all that was needed in God’s house (v. 6).  We should note that neither Bezaleel nor Aholiab was 

a son of Aaron (a priest) or a Levite (a minister); nevertheless, their contribution was essential to the success of God’s house.  

Of course, they could not do everything by themselves; the Lord gave these two men the wisdom and understanding to teach 

their skills to others (35:29-35).  Thus, God gave all the workers the practical knowhow to get the job done.  When God calls his 

people to a task, he will supply them with the necessary abilities to fulfill it.  The Great Commission is not an impossible task, 

for Jesus said, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall 

the end come” (Mt. 24:14).  Christ’s mission will be completed; it will be fulfilled by the efforts of willing workers.  Perhaps, 

the greatest challenge in our mission work today is motivating our members to get involved and use their abilities to build up 

the church.  We need to remember the old adage, “Can’t never could.”  To accomplish anything, we must first be willing to 

attempt it and apply ourselves to the task.  The Bible says, “And Moses called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted 

man, in whose heart the Lord had put wisdom, even every one whose heart stirred him up to come unto the work to do it” 

(36:2).  An individual may possess all kinds of abilities, but until he is willing to apply himself to a task, he cannot experience 

any level of achievement.  In fact, he will not even realize his own potential until he is willing to reach higher and farther than 

ever before. 
 

Scripture Study 
Missions is practical – Mt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15-16; Lu. 24:46-48; Ac. 1:8 

God-given abilities – Ex. 31:1-11; 35:29-35 

Willing workers – Mt. 24:14; Ex. 36:1-2 
 

Conclusion 
God has given all of us certain abilities (gifts, talents, skills).  But we do not excel in these abilities until we use them; and as we 

do, these abilities are developed and perfected in us.  Every member of the church should seek to understand his God-given 

abilities and then use them to build up the church and glorify God. 
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Introduction 
The topic of this month’s lessons has been the Stewardship of Life.  We should use every possible asset that we possess 

(money, time, and abilities) to honor the Lord and further his mission.  Perhaps, an important asset often overlooked is 

“influence.”  Every believer has a unique sphere of influence – a specific context of people and situations that we impact, 

such as family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers.  In today’s lesson, we will see the importance of using our influence 

for Christ. 
 

Key Verse 
“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 

faith, in purity” (1 Ti. 4:12). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Some folks are naturally people-watchers; they attentively take notice of others coming and going around them.  But 

regardless of whether or not we are people-watchers, we all take notice of those who are truly important to us.  

Everywhere Jesus went his importance and influence are evident.  Some hated him, and others rejected him, but 

multitudes followed his faith (Mt. 5:1-2; 9:35-36; 14:13-21).  Important people captivate our attention.  For example, 

school teachers are keenly aware of their prize pupils; and likewise, students are most attentive to their favorite teachers.  

However, a teacher is also well aware of the classroom troublemaker.  Teachers impact their students, and likewise, 

students their teachers, because they all share a mutual sphere of relationship.  As Christians, we should make sure that we 

are having a positive influence on those around us, remembering that influence includes not only our actions but also our 

attitude.  No doubt, somebody is watching us at all times.  The Lord sees everything we do, and he even examines the 

motives behind our words and actions.  Nothing gets past him.  But people are also watching us and evaluating us.  We 

should therefore be godly examples.  When Peter wrote to the elders (leaders of the church), he said, “Neither as being 

lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples [examples] to the flock” (1 Pe. 5:3).  In other words, elders should never 

use their positions of leadership to control and manipulate others; rather they should influence others by their godly 

example.  Certainly, with position comes power and authority (Mk. 10:42-45).  For this reason, Jesus admonished the 

leadership of the church to serve others (v. 44).  Likewise, Peter discouraged exerting the power that comes with position; 

instead he admonished the elders to exert the influence of their position by being godly examples.  Why does being an 

example work?  It works because people follow leadership.  They tend to look up to eldership.  Youth typically look up to 

older, more mature adults for guidance and direction (e.g. pastors, school teachers, coaches, and so on).  Small children 

admire their parents and grandparents, attempting to imitate their words and actions.  If we want people to follow our 

faith, then we must provide leadership by being an influential example.  Paul told Timothy, “Let no man despise thy 

youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Ti. 

4:12).  Clearly, our greatest influence over others is our example.  What kind of Christians do we want to be?  We should 

desire to be someone others can revere and look up to.  As we mature and grow in the Lord, we should prepare ourselves 

to be leaders.  This does not necessarily mean holding a position, per se; rather, mature Christians should provide 

leadership by being godly role-models and examples for the members of the body.   
 

Scripture Study 
Jesus’ influence – Mt. 5:1-2; 9:35-36; 14:13-21 

Exert influence, not force – 1 Pe. 5:1-3; Mk. 10:42-45 

Be an influential example – 1 Ti. 4:12-16 
 

Conclusion 
Stewardship is much more than giving money to the church.  Being good stewards includes every asset we possess.  Every 

believer has a sphere of influence.  We can make an eternal difference in the lives of those around us.  We should 

therefore do our very best to influence others for Christ.  Our greatest means of influencing others is our godly example. 
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