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Editorials . . .
“A City Set on a Hill”

Scottsville Church Commended

 The Scottsville, KY church property is featured on the front cover of this edition of the VOZ magazine. 
Overseer Ricky Graves, Pastor Trevor Graves, and faithful members there have led the way in purchasing this 
valuable property and remodeling the building to facilitate the worship and work of the church. It is the result of 
a vision and a lot of hard work. 
	 This	fine	building	housed	an	insurance	business	for	many	years,	and	after	they	relocated	to	another	place	
in town, our ministers negotiated to purchase it. It is like Mount Zion in the Bible, “Beautiful for situation 
. . .” (Ps. 48.2). It has made the Scottsville church literally “a city set on a hill” located in a prominent part 
of Scottsville. The recent Regional Convention for Kentucky, Illinois, and Indiana convened in this beautiful 
facility. We commend Bishop Graves, Pastor Trevor Graves, Cody Major, Alex Drake, Patton Mitchell, and all the 
brethren who had a hand in this project. The whole church is to be congratulated for this remarkable achievement. 
 Along this same line, we commend all our ministers who have led the way in purchasing properties and 
building facilities since the restoration and reorganization of the church in 2004. Starting over again with literally 
nothing but a vision of God’s prophetic church, we now have scores of properties and beautiful facilities throughout 
the United States deeded in the name of Zion Assembly. These include Cleveland, Jacksboro, and Crossville, TN; 
Greenville, Taylors, Ware Shoals, Pelzer, and Hartville, SC; Goshen, IN; Roanoke, VA; Idamay, Bingamon, and 
Folsom, WV; Madera, CA; Mobile, AL; Amory, Caledonia, MS; Scottsville, Beaver Dam, Browder, KY.             
 At the same time, these churches and all our faithful ministers and members that meet in homes or rent 
and lease buildings to worship in and perform their work, have contributed to the beautiful and impressive 
International Ministries Complex in Cleveland [see centerfold of this issue]. These properties give a sense of 
prestige, prominence, and dignity to the work of Zion Assembly. In addition to these, we have literally hundreds 
of churches that have purchased their own properties in other countries.

Camps and Conventions

We are receiving good reports regarding the regional conventions and camps being conducted. Some reports are 
featured in this issue of the paper (see pp. 7, 10-14). More camp and convention reports will be featured in the 
next issue of the paper, and also the Children’s Day reports. 

General Assembly Countdown

As we write, there are less than sixty days to the opening session of the 17th Annual General Assembly. Expectations 
are running high, and enthusiasm is building. The theme is “Fishers of Men.” Our people seem to be ready for a 
glorious time in the Lord. The dates are August 31—September 5, 2021. The venue is the International Ministries 
Complex in Cleveland. Make plans and arrangements now to attend this great meeting. We are expecting a 
powerful and inspirational time in the LORD: one that will long be remembered. See centerfold [pp. 8-9] for 
advertisement. Don’t forget Assembly Prayer Day, August 8.

Reflecting on Sermons from the Past  

I have been reading some of the issues of the White Wing Messenger from the 1950s to 1980s and have been 
impressed with many of the sermons preached and written during those years. We have found a wealth of spiritual 
gold nuggets in these messages that are as relevant now as when they were written. These were the second- 
generation	pioneers.	After	their	passing,	the	church	began	to	fall	away.	I	believe	our	people	will	enjoy	and	benefit	
from these messages. Accordingly, we will be featuring many of these in upcoming issues of the Voice of Zion. In 
this issue is featured a powerful word from C.T. Davidson who had served in several positions at Headquarters, 
including Assistant Editor of the White Wing Messenger.
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“And when they had prayed, the place 
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–Acts 4.31
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Keep out of hell! You have no business there. It was 
prepared for the devil and his angels that were cast out 
of heaven for sinning.

“Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for 
the devil and his 
angels” (Mt. 25.41).

When he fell from his 
estate with God, Satan 
set out to deceive 
God’s creation and to 
gather round himself 
every possible person 
he could to deceive or 
beguile. He is the father 
of sin and the author of 
lies. He is subtle, and 
knows exactly how to 
eulogize, polish, and 
glamorize even the 
most abominable and 
base sins and wrongs 
so that man cannot see and determine the terrors 
and evil consequences. Satan is adept at improvising 

every scheme, means, method and plan to deceive 
and beguile mankind in an ecstasy of conformity 
to conceal the fate and doom of men’s plunge into 
hell without God. If man could foresee the disaster 
awaiting his soul in hell, he would labor, toil, struggle, 
and strive with everything within him to stay out of 

hell . . . and he can stay 
out of hell if he wants to. 

Despite the beautiful 
pictures painted by 
Satan, if one goes to hell, 
he is an unwelcomed 
intruder, for hell was 
prepared for the devil 
and his angels. 

One may stall for time to 
indulge in the pleasure 
of sin and try to excuse 
himself by saying he 
will have a lot of friends 
if he goes there, but 
this is utter deception. 
The Lord Jesus said, 

“. . . there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” 
(Mt. 25.30). His erstwhile friends of this world will 

“As sure as there is a heaven, there is 
a hell. And in hell . . . there is a roaring 
concert of prayer—the unfortunate 
writhing, screaming in distress and agony, 
but the horrendous appeal for mercy 
rings on and on in futility and rejection. 
Oh God, the plight of this person! Why 
didn’t he stop long enough to give his 
soul a breath of true redemption through 
Jesus Christ—long enough to even say, 
“‘I believe you Jesus . . . my Saviour . . . 
have mercy on me . . . forgive me of my sins
 . . . SAVE ME NOW, Lord . . . or I perish.’” 

The subject of this sketch was born in 1905, and after uniting with the church in 1932, pastored several churches 
in Virginia and North Carolina. His academic abilities and achievements were many. This was recognized by the 
General Overseer who appointed him as Assistant Editor of the White Wing Messenger, 1944-1948. Thereafter, 
he served in several general positions, including Assistant Publisher and Business Manager, 1948-1953. During 
these appointments, he served at the same time (1944-1957) as Principal of the Bible Training Institute. Before 
this, he served as overseer of Virginia, Calilfornia, and New York. He also launched the popular Bethel Book 
Club during his tenure at Headquarters. In 1970 he was appointed Church Historian and wrote in 1972-1976 the 
massive 3 vol. history of the church, UPON THIS ROCK. He went to be with the Lord in 1993.

KEEP OUT
OF HELL

YOU HAVE NO FRIENDS THERE . . .
NOBODY WANTS YOUR COMPANY . . .
YOU HAVE NO USE FOR YOUR MONEY . . . 
YOU ACTUALLY HAVE NO BUSINESS THERE . . . 
WHY GO?

C.T. Davidson
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then be his worst, most violent enemies, and they 
will hate him with an unparalleled passion. They’ll 
be screaming, yelling agonizing cries of distress and 
extremes as he plunges into their midst. Some of them 
may pounce on him and gnash on him with their teeth 
. . . “foolish soul, why did you come here?” Then all 
of a sudden the lisping, licking, lapping, crackling 
tongues	 of	 fire	 and	 flame	 engulf	 him,	 parching,	
searing, blistering and torturing him . . . no relief in 
sight. Then he remembers yonder world from which he 
had descended just like the rich man who had begged 
for even a drop of water to be placed on his parching 
tongue . . . he had his senses in hell, and if you go 
there, friend, you too will remember. Keep out of hell
. . . you’ve got no business there. You have no reason to 
want to go there. Your erstwhile friends of this world 
don’t want you there. So why don’t you stay away?

As sure as there is a 
heaven, there is a hell. 
And in hell there is 
a roaring concert of 
prayer—the unfortunate 
writhing, screaming in 
distress and agony, but 
the horrendous appeal 
for mercy rings on 
and on in futility and 
rejection. Oh God, the 
plight of this person! 
Why didn’t he stop 
long enough to give 
his soul a breath of true 
redemption through 
Jesus Christ—long 
enough to even say, “I 
believe you Jesus . . . my Saviour . . . have mercy on 
me . . . forgive me of my sins . . . SAVE ME NOW, 
Lord . . . or I perish.” 

What is the matter, man? Can’t you see that 
“. . . the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Rom. 6.23)? Time is too short to lose such golden 
opportunities	to	find	peace	of	mind,	peace	of	heart,	and	
peace of soul. In spite of a soul being just “one breath 
away from eternity,” he will sometimes listen—one 
time too many—to the beautiful and persuasive voice 
of the devil until it is too late . . . the last breath is 
gone!

Sometimes conscience-ridden, unwary ones will 
harden their heart against redemption from things  
unlike God, and will allow Satan to steal into the 
avenues of conscience to inject doubt and unbelief in 
God, in the church, and even in the individual Christian. 
The enemy will then lie, pull and tug furiously at the 
troubled souls, until he has been able to proselyte 
them from the whole area of Christendom. Some of 
them become so hardened through the deceitfulness 
of Satan that they will declare they got enough of 
church when they were growing up, etc., but what 
a dangerous assertion—the awful stepping-stone to 
eventual damnation! Christians are convinced that 
this	is	nothing	but	an	excuse	to	ward	off	conviction—a	
thing planned by Satan. Well . . . remember, such 
people are not troubled with churches in hell, for 
there are none.

Friend . . . stay out of 
hell. You don’t want to 
go there . . . surely not . . . 
it was made for the devil 
and his angels. There 
will be no neighbors in 
hell . . . you’ll have no 
friends if you go there 
.	 .	 .	no	confidential	and	
close associates . . . 
no kindly hospitable 
visiting among friends 
. . . no societies . . . no 
enjoyable associations
. . . no entertainment
. . . no churches . . . 
but there is a hell-wide 
prayer meeting now 

going on that would horrify the whole universe if 
only	five	minutes	of	 it	 could	be	heard	by	 the	world	
of today. If you don’t like prayer meetings, friend . . . 
stay out of hell, for they will go on there a long, 
long time.

Sometimes,	 erstwhile	 Christians	 get	 their	 eyes	 off	
the righteousness of God and begin to look for 
the errors and failures of their fellow-Christian 
brother or sister in the Lord. They do not seem 
to remember Phil. 4.6-8, but the more they see, 
the worse it looks, “. . . for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11.14).
No doubt the mistakes were visible—Satan can 

“Friend . . . stay out of hell. You don’t want 
to go there . . . surely not . . . it was made for 
the devil and his angels. There will be no 
neighbors in hell . . . you’ll have no friends 
if you go there . . . no confidential and close 
associates . . . no kindly hospitable visiting 
among friends . . . no societies . . . no 
enjoyable associations . . . no entertainment 
. . . but there is a hell-wide prayer meeting 
now going on that would horrify the 
whole universe if only five minutes of it 
could be heard by the world of today.” 
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always transform mole hills into mountains for the 
observer—but Jesus Himself admonished us to 
pray for those in error. Satan keeps magnifying the 
errors until the conscience of the observer becomes 
threadbare, and he wonders if salvation is real. He 
slacks up on his prayer life and church life, and 
soon the family lives in a frustrated atmosphere. 
Satan tolls him on and on, and while he can actually 
see the failures of others, he never can see his own 
shortcomings and wrongs. He stops going to church, 
and blames the church and everybody else for his 
wrong, when they have tried to love him and show 
great	 respect	 to	 him.	 Before	 long	 he	 fi	nds	 himself	
drinking, cursing, maybe stealing and stepping out on 
the companion . . . having gone into the depths of sin.

As time ticks away he becomes more miserable . . . 
actually misses the kind, compassionate people of the 
church, but becomes too stubborn to admit it. Well, 
Satan won’t let him do it, but he knows he is losing 
his grip on the soul as the man or woman remembers 
the good times they once had at church . . . those soul-
touching prayers that reached for a downpour of the 
Spirit . . . those sweet-ringing hymns that stirred the 
soul. . . those God-inspired sermons against sin and 
wrong	 that	 seemed	 to	 leave	 the	 fi	res	 sparkling	 and	
blazing as the minister snatched souls from hell.

Miserable, wretched now . . . but he remembers . . . he 
yells out: “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 
and we are not saved” (Jer. 8.20). Then he knows what 
Satan has done to him and his whole family, and in 
his misery he cries out again, “God has let me down!
I have gone too far . . . I’m lost!”

Then when he has come to himself, he looks up through 
tear-laden, penitent eyes and cries, “Lord . . . have 
mercy on me.” He cannot undo the past; can never 
correct it, no matter how hard he tries. But the words 
of Jesus ring so sweetly in his ears, “I will; be thou 
clean.” He knows then, for that voice has never left 
him. He, trembling and tearful, draws a line, shutting 
off		his	yesterdays,	and	vows	to	talk	carefully	from	the	
line onward into greater consecration with God . . . 
living with all scars as best he can by the grace of God.

Yes . . . he means to keep out of hell! For he remembers 
. . . “hell and destruction are never full . . .”
(Prov. 27.20).

Mids’t choking fumes from the sulphur lake
The lost of this earth shall dwell,
No hope, no comfort can they claim.
For this is the place called hell.

No light of the sun ever reaches this place,
Nor song of a bird can they hear,
But weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth,
And darkness, torture, and fear.

“Too late for repentance!” is the cry of each heart, 
For on earth they rejected God’s love,
And now for eternity, their doom they must face;
No help can be had from above.

As the tree has fallen, so must it lie,
Is the law our Lord has laid down,
For once the door of mercy is closed,
No hope for a robe and a crown.

O, sinner, be warned while yet there is ti me,
And the eyes of the Saviour sti ll pleads;
Leave the primrose path; tread one called straight,
And you’ll fi nd that to glory it leads.

    —Diana Elder,
            Letart, WV

The Eternal Home of the Lost

“Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened 
her mouth without measure . . .” (Is. 5.14).

“Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee 
at thy coming; it stirreth up the dead for thee . . .”
(Is. 14.9).

“. . . Fear him which is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell” (Mt. 10:28).

Keep out of hell. You don’t belong there. Did not Jesus 
Christ emphatically say: “. . . I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly” (Jn. 10.10)? And again He declared, “. . . 
The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and 
they are life” (Jn. 6.63).

Salvation and redemption of the soul is worth 
everything it cost, so persevere until peace is found 
through Christ. And regardless of what it takes . . . 
KEEP OUT OF HELL!
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TN & GA Convention
Highlights

The convention opened on June 11 with a great sense of excitement to hear God’s Word. The theme was “We Must 
Go.” After an encouraging word from the Regional Overseer and the Presiding Bishop, Daniel Green preached 
a youth message to inspire all to be steadfast in the faith. Headquarters’ Representative, Bishop Zachary Snyder 
then delivered a stirring message on the power and working of the Holy Ghost. He reminded us that being 
baptized	with	the	Holy	Spirit	is	not	a	fi	nal	act	of	spiritual	accomplishment,	but	rather	an	empowerment	to	keep	
growing in the faith and to accomplish mighty works of God. Brother Snyder also preached a dynamic message 
Saturday morning, advising us to “produce what we say we have,” meaning, that if we say we are a loving 
church, we should show love one to another and to those outside our walls. Friday night concluded with an altar 
call. Following a year of being separated by the raging  pandemic, many eagerly lingered after service for a late 
evening meal and fellowship.  

The working of the Spirit was evident Saturday, as many began to worship with hands raised as the Crossville 
musicians played and sang. Pastor Rick Ferrell gave a rousing boost for Youth Camp, and Renetta Kelton 
sang	 a	 fi	tting	 song,	 “To	 the	Regions	Beyond.”	As	 part	 of	 the	Children’s	 program,	 the	 congregation	 enjoyed	
watching participants eat chocolate-covered worms, showing an example of how to face fears, which 
many times is not as bad as one thinks—the “treats” were actually tasty! We were blessed with testimonies 
and impromptu mini-sermons by the youth and anointed messages by our leaders. Regional Overseer Anton 
Burnette gave a timely address. All truly feasted on God’s Word throughout the weekend, and some enjoyed a 
chocolate-covered worm. 

Wanda Busbee, reporter
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Welcome All!
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Zion Assembly Church of GodZion Assembly Church of God
August 31 - September 5, 2021

18th Annual General Assembly

International Ministries Complex
5512 Waterlevel Hwy
Cleveland, TN  37323

Welcome All!

Theme: “Fishers of Men”
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The Mid-Central Regional Convention was held June 
18-19 at the local church in Scottsville, KY. The theme 
was “Following the Shepherd.” The preaching was 
outstanding. The overseer’s address was timely and 
inspirational. Brother Phillips was with us representing 
Headquarters and preached two anointed messages.  
Some of the young ministers preached and blessed the 
convention. There was a wonderful spirit of worship 
from opening to close; unity was prevalent, and 
hearts were ready to receive what the Lord had for the 
“delegates” in each session. The Children’s program 
and other support ministries’ boosts were edifying, and 
there were wonderful testimonies given by young men 
and	women.	The	Spirit	fl	owed	freely	 in	and	 through	
those present for this wonderful meeting! At the end 
of the last session people were earnestly praying for 
one another and receiving blessings from God. Nine-
year-old, Abram Graves, with tears falling down his 
face, received a special blessing as he was seeking to 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost! Praise the Lord for 
the wonderful convention in the Mid-Central Region!

Shanda Graves,
reporter

IN, KY, & IL Convention
Highlights
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The South Central Regional Convention was held 
June 18–19, in Amory, MS, under the direction of our 
Regional Overseer, Bishop Zachary Snyder. The theme 
was “Occupy Until I Come” (Lk. 19.13). The glorious 
presence of God was strong from the beginning of 
the convention, in which 61 saints of God gathered 
ready to worship and hear from our Lord. During the 
opening service, a message and interpretation was 
given by the Holy Ghost, which said, “My people, My 
people, keep your eyes upon the sky. Oh, My people 
keep your eyes upon the sky. I am coming soon with 
that city that John saw. Stay faithful, I am coming 
soon!” Throughout the convention, we experienced 
waves of glory and refreshing rain from the eternal 
Father. We heard anointed preaching, singing, and 
support ministries’ boosts. The youth performed a 
beautiful drama titled “Lord, You’re Holy.” Lakin 
Blakeney, age 11, sang a special titled “The Goodness 
of God,” and the Holy Ghost ministered through him 
to the congregation. It was truly a time of revival! 
We enjoyed having Brother Anton Burnette, our 
International Headquarters Representative, and his 
family for the convention. Brother Burnette preached 
under the anointing and Sister Burnette blessed us 
with her singing. As always, our children brought us 
great joy by demonstrating what they learned during 
“Kidz Convention.” The convention ended Saturday 
afternoon with regional appointments and a prayer of 
consecration to “Occupy until [He] comes.” To God 
be the glory!

MS, AL, & LA Convention
Highlights
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SC & NC Convention
Highlights

What a wonderful time we had in the North and South Carolina convention! We had a registration of 68 and to 
God be the glory. The Lord’s presence was felt from the opening prayer to the last amen! Bishop Phillips was 
our representative from General Headquarters and delivered thought-provoking, soul stirring and challenging 
messages	on	Thursday	night	and	Saturday	morning.	On	Thursday	evening	he	explained	the	diff	erence	in	having	
a relationship with God that comes from the depths of our soul and not just our lips. He also encouraged us to 
develop a relationship with Christ that comes from the depth of our soul, not from our intellect. Saturday’s sermon 
was about being salt to this lost world. Pastor Bruce Sullivan preached a sermon on being an “encourager.” There 
were testimonies of God’s faithfulness and healing by Dorothy Clardy and of spiritual restoration by Danny 
Wilson. John Henley from the Greenville church blessed the convention with his testimony of rescuing a lizard 
from a sticky pad. While being funny, the story reminded us of how God rescues each of us from the sticky pads 
of sin. Regional Overseer, Scott E. Neill delivered a powerful address entitled, “Go Ye!” The Lord anointed him 
to challenge the convention to get on with the commission of winning the lost and allowing the spirit of holiness 
to envelope our lives. At the close of his message, he challenged everyone to pray for a fresh anointing.  An altar 
call was given; people came and many were anointed with oil and prayed for.  On Saturday, Pastor Jimmy Johnson 
from the Hartsville mission shared with the convention about what is taking place at the City of Refuge ministry 
complex with homeless people. He had a lady by the name of Robyn Clark testify of how God has changed her life 
by coming and staying at the City of Refuge.  Pastor Todd McDonald from Ware Shoals, SC delivered a message 
asking the question, “If I came to your church, what would it take to win me?”  He encouraged us to make deep 
meaningful relationships with neighbors and allow them to see Christ working in our lives, being light to others, 
and assisting and being assisted. Becky Land, reporter
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Forty-fi	ve	attended	and	participated	in	the	convention,	
representing six of our churches in the region. The 
attendance was down due to our continued dealing 
with the pandemic, but we were able to broadcast our 
convention through our regional Facebook page.

The convention was called to order by our overseer, 
J.J. Davis. After corporate prayer and worship, Bishop 
L. W. Carter, (Church Minister) Brenda Reitler, and 
Dave Ashley gave updates from their respective 
churches.  This was followed by Bob Ash giving his 
report and boost as Sunday School director. Bishop 
Bruce Sullivan, our International Headquarters 
Representative, concluded the evening session with a 
powerful message.  

Two	 sessions	 on	 Friday	 fi	lled	 the	 better	 part	 of	 the	
day. The morning session began at 9:30 and the 
evening session began at 6:30. Throughout the day, 
we heard pastoral reports from Mission director 
Ron Massey, Pastor Tom Brown, and Pastor Buddy 
Quillen. Additionally, we heard reports and boosts 
from Rose Snyder (Ladies Ministries) and Vernon 
Johnson (Regional Missions director). Pastor Tom 
Brown concluded the morning session with a great 
message, and our regional overseer delivered his 
address to conclude the evening session.

On Saturday, the convention concluded with a 
morning session. Bishop Sullivan again preached a 
powerful message to the church, challenging each 
of	 us	 in	 our	 evangelistic	 eff	orts.	 We	 heard	 boosts	
from Heather Smith (Camp Hosanna) and Bishop L. 
W. Carter (Voice of Zion), and a greeting from Dale 
Code (Spotsylvania, Virginia); also, a business and 
fi	nance	report	led	by	Bishop	Ron	Massey	(committee	
chairman) and the treasurer’s report by Deanna 
Sanner. The convention concluded with appointments 
by Regional Overseer, J.J. Davis and a concluding 
prayer for the appointees by Brother Bruce Sullivan.  

WV, VA, PA, & MD Convention
Highlights

A special highlight of the convention was Shannon 
Ashley joining the church. Sister Shannon had 
attended	Zion	Assembly	 for	many	years	 and	fi	nally	
stepped forward to become a covenant member.  

The 2022 Mideast Region Regional Convention 
is scheduled for June 2-4 at a location to be 
announced later. 

New
Member

“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 
treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is 
mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, 
and an holy nation. These are the words which thou 
shalt speak unto the children of Israel. And Moses 
came and called for the elders of the people, and laid 
before their faces all these words which the LORD 
commanded him. And all the people answered 
together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken 
we will do. And Moses returned the words of the 
people unto the LORD” (Ex. 19.5-8)

Ashley Davis, reporter
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I was able to attend the second week of the School of Ministry Institute (SMI). This was the 
first	time	I	was	able	to	attend,	and	I	am	so	thankful	for	the	experience.	SMI	is	so	important	to	
me and has a special place in my heart. It has so much to do with learning the Word of God 
and how to interpret it. It helps you to understand the doctrine of the church, from her origins 
to her ongoing perfection.

SMI allowed me to escape the drama of the world and be a part of a wonderful event: to 
learn the Word of God with my brothers and sisters in Christ. It gave me a feeling of responsibility. Even though I was the 
youngest one in the school, I was asked to read a scripture during devotion one morning and was able to choose the scripture. 
This gave me a feeling of responsibility like I was being treated like an adult, although I am 13! SMI reaches out to people, 
no matter the age, and teaches them the Word of God.

Each day provided a spiritual and comfortable environment! I never saw anyone refuse to show kindness and courteousness 
to others while sharing the Word of God. Surrounded by Godly people, it was the friendliest place I have ever experienced. 
SMI was fun and stress free. On Tuesday, we traveled to several sites in Zion Assembly’s history in the late nineteenth- and 
early	twentieth	century.	We	went	to	Barney	Creek,	where	the	church	was	first	organized	in	an	old	gristmill.	We	visited	Fields	
of	the	Wood	and	the	house	where	the	first	Assembly	was	held.	Through	each	day,	there	was	no	stress	in	any	of	the	classes.	
It was a good place to learn about the Bible. 

I had such an amazing time learning about God and the church with others. I felt like I was part of something bigger than 
myself and was treated like every adult there. There was fun and excitement every day. I really enjoyed the school, and it is 
very important to me. It will always have a special place in my heart. I am already making plans to return next year and to 
learn even more!

The School of Ministry Institute (SMI) was a great opportunity for me to learn and become  
grounded in Christ and the church.  It was an experience that I would not trade for anything! 
It will always remain a special time in my life—a time that will stay marked in both my heart 
and mind.

We were taken on a tour of the historical places of the Church of God in the late nineteenth- 
and early twentieth century.  I rejoiced to learn and share a little in this great and inspirational 

experience.	Each	step,	beginning	at	Fields	of	the	Wood	and	ending	at	the	home	where	the	first	General	Assembly	was	held,	
opened my understanding in a deeper way about Zion Assembly Church of God. To know and understand the vision of 
His holy church is a unique experience. Every place we visited made a footprint in my heart that truly opened my eyes (of 
understanding) more intensely and clearly regarding the church.

Overall, SMI in Cleveland was a beautiful and glorious time in every aspect. To have attended (and received) the blessing 
of every session was spectacular. I am eternally grateful to the Lord for allowing me to attend and to learn more about the 
church’s ministries. This was something that I will never forget, and if the Lord permits, I will be there next year!

Sam Ferrell
Crossville, TN

Alexis Martinez
Rialto, CA
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The School of Ministry Institute (SMI) is a learning experience in which I have always wanted 
to participate. The stories of SMI that I had heard from others sparked my interest. The things 
I heard were all true, and now I have memories of my own to tell. The daily devotions and 
worship, riveting classes, and Godly fellowship was good for the heart, soul, and mind. Two 
of the most impactful classes for me were Praise and Worship with Brother Bruce Sullivan, 
and New Testament Greek with Sister Wanda Busbee. The in-depth survey of the methods and 

significance	of	Praise	and	Worship	changed	my	perspective	and	has	helped	me	to	understand	how	and	why	we	worship	and	
live	the	way	we	do.	It	also	taught	me	the	difference	between	praise	and	thanksgiving,	this	simple	distinction	has	changed	
the way in which I approach worship service. The Greek class increased my knowledge and appreciation for some of the 
meaning that was lost during the translation of the King James Version. I have noticed that I now quickly consult the Greek 
text when doing Bible study and feel that it has positively impacted my understanding.   
 
Another aspect that I enjoyed was the fellowship. Whether it was the cookout hosted by Brother and Sister Phillips, the 
Historical Tour narrated by Bishop Phillips, or the times in-between the classes; all were a blessing, even the simple fact 
of just sitting and learning with my brothers and sisters in Zion. To hear their testimonies and to worship with them was 
an encouragement; it was all something special that I won’t soon forget. The privilege we have in Zion Assembly to sit 
under instruction that is free of doctrinal error and full of God’s Spirit is something that I will not again take for granted. I 
was	excited	when	I	first	learned	that	I	would	be	able	to	attend,	and	I	am	excited	for	the	possibility	to	attend	next	year,	God	
willing! If I can put into practice half of what I learned at the SMI, I am sure I can be a help to my local church in reaching 
out, spreading the Word of the Kingdom, and building the church. 

I attended the School of Ministry (SMI) for the past 2 years in California. This year (my third 
year) took place in Cleveland, Tennessee. Our class schedule for a week included New Testa-
ment Greek, Spanish, Evangelism, Praise and Worship, the Abstract of Faith and Introducing 
the	Church	 to	Others.	We	went	 on	 a	wonderful	field	 trip	 in	North	Carolina	 and	Tennessee	
where we learned about the history and heritage of the Zion Assembly Church of God. This 
was a joyous and rewarding experience. 

What I learned in SMI is that God can and will move in our lives if we let Him. He will bring a complete transformation to 
enable us to live a life that is pleasing to Him. My Lord and Savior Jesus paid the price for me to receive both redemption 
and	forgiveness	through	repentance	of	my	sins.	Redemption	and	sanctification	(to	be	delivered	from	the	power	of	sin)	were	
made possible by His innocent blood being shed upon the cross of Calvary. Through His loving gift of salvation, I can be 
released from the slavery of sin and brought into the freedom of forgiveness and righteousness.

I would like to thank Bishop Wade H. Phillips and his wife for hosting a delicious meal at their home; also, my friends, 
Pastor Pete Sarry, Pastor Scott Neill, Pastor L. W. Carter, and all the instructors: Wade H. Phillips, Bruce Sullivan, Anton 
Burnette, Wanda Busbee, and Renetta Kelton. Also the translators, praise singers and musicians and pastors and workers 
from California, for their wonder preaching, lectures, testimonies, and teachings. My fellow classmates were very gracious, 
polite, and kind. The southern hospitality was warm and friendly, and the food was delicious. I look forward to another year 
of SMI, the Lord willing and providing the means. 

Al Derrick Williams
Highgrove, CA

Harris Gregory
Scottsville, KY
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