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Editorials . . .
Divine Purpose of Support Ministries

 The theme of this issue of the paper—“Support Ministries: Building Blocks of the 
Church”—-may seem strange to those who do not have a vision of the church as a divine 
institution and visible body. One minister in another fellowship recently disagreed with me on this subject, 
arguing that the building blocks of the church are the members themselves. He cited 1 Pet. 2.5 to support his 
argument. We agree of course that the members of the church are in one sense building blocks of the church, or 
the stones of the temple, yet in thinking of the church in the image of the “body of Christ,” these members must 
be joined together and coordinated “by joints and bands” through which they receive food and “nourishment” 
(see Eph. 4.16; Col. 2.19). Envisioning the church under the metaphor of the “body of Christ,” Paul says plainly 
that God has “set some in the church,” including “helps and governments” (1 Cor. 12.28). These “helps and 
governments” are what we call “support ministries” which are highlighted and boosted in this issue of the paper.   
 The support ministries or auxiliaries, as we used to call them in our former fellowship, form the infrastructure 
of the church as a visible body and divine institution. They are divine offices and administrative positions that men 
and women fill to promote the work and interests of the church to help enable it to fulfill its mission in the world (vv. 
4-12).
 All must admit that the church is depicted throughout the Bible as a “city” (Ps. 48.2; 72.16; Is. 1.26; 60.14; 
Dan. 9.18-19; Mt. 5.14; Heb. 11.16, 16; 12.22; Rev. 20.9; 21.14, 18, 23; et al). Well, a city is visible and must 
have auxiliaries, that is, an infrastructure to function properly and orderly: namely, a mayor’s office, city council, 
police department, fire department, water department, utility departments, department of education, sanitation 
department, office of the treasury, etc., to coordinate, harmonize, and operate efficiently. So, also, the church! 
 Our God is an orderly God: note the perfect order of the cosmos—the way the stars and planets move in 
their orbits, and the harmony of things in the earth that have been designed for mutual correspondence—the sun and 
the earth, the moon, the seasons, rain, snow, heat, etc., the mountains, valleys, rivers, oceans with their tides, etc.
 So, also, the church—the members are gathered and held together by support ministries, like “joints and 
bands” holding together the members of the human body—the wrist joins together the hands and fingers, and the 
ankles the feet and toes, etc. This is graphically depicted in the prophecy of the restoration of the Israel [the church] 
in Ezek. 37.1-14. See, the church is a visible and corporate body, and the breath of God quickens it and gives it life.
 There is the “office of a bishop,” but a man must be divinely called and ordained to fill that office (1 Tim. 
3.1-2). The office is there by divine design, but it must be filled and become functional by a God-ordained minister. 
True, support ministries may become “dead letters” without the inspiration of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12.4-12), but it is 
also true that the Spirit will be hindered if the church does establish the support ministries through which the Spirit 
may work, for God has designed and created these helps and divine governments for this purpose.   

Ladies Retreat
 We have received many wonderful reports that the Ladies Retreat (February 26-27) was well attended and 
Spirit-filled. The meeting was hosted at the Black Fox Lodge in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. More than 70 ladies from 
several states registered and participated in the meeting. A full report will be given in the next issue of the paper.

Minister’s Conference
At the same time that the Ladies Retreat was going on at the Black Fox Lodge (February 26-27), the Presiding 
Bishop arranged for a Minister’s Conference to be held just a mile or two away at the All Seasons Inn. This special 
event was instructive, inspirational, and very much needed. The meeting focused on making evangelism and soul 
winning a priority in the church. Twenty-two ministers were present. We are praying and trusting the Lord that the 
effects of the meeting will be felt in all the churches as we go forward. It was emphasized several times during 
meeting that if we expect our churches to grow and fulfill their prophetic role, there is really no alternative to going 
out into the streets and lanes of the city and the highways and hedges of the rural areas of this world and compel the 
people [sinners of all stripes] to come into God’s house! (Lk. 14.23)        
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Senior Ambassador’s Ministry

                  “We are well able!”

“And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess [the 
land], for we are well able to overcome it” (Num. 13.30). As ambassadors for Christ we are more than able to make 
our voices heard and to stand on God’s promises. We are well able to overcome. Like Joshua and Caleb, our mission 
is to spy out the land that lies ahead of us in preparation to possess it. “As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the 
day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war both to go out and to come 
in” (Josh. 14.11). Caleb was 40 years of age when the Lord called him to serve. His life’s journey was 110 years of 
age. Church, the reason this support ministry of the church is so important is that in the years to come, the number of 
seniors will increase, and we need to be able to minister to them and be ministered to by them. We need their wisdom 
and stability. 

Caleb worked for the Lord for 45 years through the wilderness journey, and the Lord kept His hand upon him. There 
is nothing impossible for us as long as we keep the “NOW” faith (Heb. 11.1). When I read of Caleb, I am reminded of 
so many of our people in Zion today who started at a young age to serve the Lord and have kept pressing forward—
with courage and force! Caleb was willing to stand on the promises of God and obey His command though it was 
unpopular.  If our “senior ambassadors” want to be effective witnesses for the Lord, we must press forward. There 
will surely be mountains to climb and rivers to cross and  giants to conquer, so we must keep our eye on the prize
—the Promised Land!

Sometimes we will be tempted to be consumed with the cares of this life, and to spend too much time analyzing 
things that God has already worked out. See, the Lord is just waiting to see if we trust Him. Do you remember 
when you were a child on a trip somewhere with your parents to visit relatives or friends, and you asked your 
father, “Are we almost there?” or “How much further is it? But you just had to remain patient until you reached 
the end of your journey, and, once there, you got to see all your loved ones, and often that special someone you 
loved so much. Remember how wonderful it was? Well, we are on a journey to see that special Someone who 
saved us and kept us all through the years of our journey through this world. An old hymn says, “O I want to see 
him and look upon His face”—the Lord Jesus Christ!

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has supported the Senior Ambassadors ministry. Without 
your help, this work could not go forward. Overseers, regional directors, pastors and leaders, thank you! As 
Joshua was facing the end of his journey, he said, “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” I want to 
encourage all of our seniors to remain steadfast and faithful. Surely it will be worth it all! 

Note: I want to encourage all of our local Senior Ambassador directors to please use your report book to report. 

God’s blessings.
Ruth M. Tingler, international director
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Who has been a great influence upon your spiritual life?  When contemplating this question, 
many of us find that women have had a great influence regarding our spiritual walk with 
Christ. Our mothers, grandmothers, Sunday school teachers, and others have been amazing 
leaders and Christ-like examples for us to follow. They were also influential during the 
period of Jesus’ brief ministry. Geoffrey Blainey in his A Short History of Christianity 
refers to several Gospel accounts of Jesus imparting important teachings to women, some 

1. His meeting with the Samaritan woman at the well  (Jn. 4.1-29) 
2. His anointing by Mary of Bethany (Jn. 12.1-8)
3. His public admiration for a poor widow who donated a copper coin in the Temple in Jerusalem (Mk. 

12.41-44)
4. His stepping to the aid of the woman accused of adultery (Jn. 8.1-11).
5. The presence of Mary Magdalene and other women at His side as He was crucified (Mt. 27.55-56; Jn. 

19.25). Mary Magdalena was not only a “witness,” but also called a “messenger” of the risen Christ.    

Blainey concludes that “as the standing of women was not high in Palestine, Jesus’ kindnesses towards them were 
not always approved by those who strictly held to Jewish tradition.” 

Because women have constituted the majority in most churches since early in the Christian era and up to the 
present, it gives support to the need for active Ladies Ministries in each local church. Have you noticed that 
women in social settings tend to cluster together? Some things about women can only be understood by other 
women. Women profit from being with other females; they learn from each other and encourage one another 
through this kind of special ministry.  

Ladies Ministry benefit both the church and its outreach in the community. It’s all about helping other women 
come to Christ and grow in the Lord. It’s about encouraging others to understand the Gospel, responding to the 
Gospel and appling the Gospel to every aspect of life. This happens when women become engaged with their 
hearts to fulfill God’s Word, for they become driven with compassion to see others born-again and growing in the 
Lord.

An uplifting gesture and encouraging word by a sister who understands hardship will give hope and strength to 
women who are carrying a heavy load.  The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Thess. 5.11 about being ready for Christ’s 
return: “Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify on another . . . ”  Also, younger women may be 
taught by the other women as Paul instructed in Titus 2.2-3: “the aged women likewise, that they be in behavior 
as becometh holiness, not false accusers , not given to much wine, teachers of good thing; That they may teach 
the young women to be sober, to love their husband, to love their children . . .” 

The outreach of a Ladies Ministries’ group goes beyond the walls of the church. An avenue for Friendship 
Evangelism through Ladies Ministry can bring an opportunity to win a soul to Christ and His church. Every 
lady enjoys being a part of a group that is accepting, fun, loving, and outgoing. Only when one is moved with 
compassion will she see the lost groping in darkness and desire to lead them to Christ. Jude said it well: “And 
of some have compassion, making a difference: And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating 
even the garment spotted by the flesh (Jude 22-23).

God uses women’s gatherings to do some pretty significant things. Let us then seek for inspiration to have a 
spiritual and active Ladies Ministries group in every local church. This is our hope and expectation.

 Pam Jones, director

of which were: 

Ladies’ Ministries
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The School of Ministry Institute is a branch of the Educational Department of Zion Assembly.  It is 
designed to teach important Bible doctrines and practices in “intensive” one-week formats. Each 
week offers its own unique benefits. The first week of the Cleveland school is usually smaller allowing 
for more individual instruction.  The second week of the Cleveland school offers a one day “Field 
Trip” to various historical sights and includes lectures by the Presiding Bishop as well as a wonderful 

meal served in a rustic environment.  The second week in Cleveland also offers a “Thursday Night 
Picnic” at the Presiding Bishop’s home. (NOTE: These events are tentatively scheduled this year due to “Covid-19” concerns.)
Each week of the School offers the students opportunity to receive sound biblical teaching from leaders in the 
church and are designed to refresh your soul and prepare you to fulfill your ministry in the Body of Christ!

NOTE:  Unfortunately, our California school is canceled this year due to Covid-19 restrictions. However, 
our Cleveland school may be seen via live stream and interpreted in Spanish. 

Week One
Date – May 2-7, 2021
Location – International Ministries Complex, 5512 Waterlevel Highway Cleveland, TN 37323
Cost - $100 SMI - $75 Graduate Class (Discounts are available for translators & helpers)
SMI Classes
 Greek – Wanda Busbee
 OT Prophets – Bruce Sullivan
 Evangelism – Wade Phillips  
 Abstract of Faith – Nature of God, The Trinity, The Person of Jesus Christ, The Bible – Bruce Sullivan
 Abstract of Faith – Doctrine of Salvation – Anton Burnette

Week Two
Date – May 9-14, 2021
Location – Ministries Complex, 5512 Waterlevel Highway Cleveland, TN 37323
Cost - $100 SMI - $75 Graduate Class 
SMI Classes
 Greek – Wanda Busbee
 Evangelism – Wade Phillips 
 Praise & Worship – Bruce Sullivan
 Introducing the Church to Others – Bruce Sullivan
 Abstract Explained – Man, Sin, Angels, the Church – Anton Burnette
 Graduate Class – Wade Phillips – Evangelism
 Introducing the Church to Others – Bruce Sullivan

Each class is approximately one hour long, totaling about 5 hours per class per week.  This is also a great time of spiritual 
revival which includes the “Opening Services” filled with singing, preaching, and corporate prayer.  

MAKE PLANS NOW TO ATTEND!!!

Theme: “A Vision for the Harvest”

School of Ministry Institute

Bruce Sullivan, 
director



7

While the world is still reeling under the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, Zion Assembly is pushing ahead and 
making inroads into the devil’s kingdom. Souls are still being saved and great reports of healings and triumphs in 
battle are being reported. 
 
The Good News is still being preached! We may be hindered on one front, but just then God opens doors on other 
fronts. God’s people are a spiritually tenacious people who will not be stopped. Our monthly paper, Voice of Zion, 
is the church’s official publication. It can be trusted for the promotion of right doctrine, worship, and ministry. Let 
me encourage one and all to subscribe, and even to consider subscribing others so they can hear the Good News.

Many of us are considering once again to give our stimulus check to promote the Voice of Zion and gain hundreds, 
and perhaps thousands, of new subscribers around the world. Think on becoming a SYNC partner (“Subscribe 
Your Neighbor Club”) or even a Lena Ray King member. You will never regret it.

Good news! Good news! Good news! The church will not be stopped. Let us continue to exert all our energy to 
court God’s favor and fulfill the Great Commission.

L.W. Carter, booster

Voice of Zion Magazine
“Let the church be the church. Let the people rejoice, for I’ve settled 
the question, I’ve made it my choice. Let the anthems ring out, 
sounds of victory swell, for the church triumphant is alive and well.”

Much of my focus this past year has been on the completion of the new headquarters annex 
building.  It is so exciting to know we will have beautiful and adequate facilities to help max 
our potential in ministry. Regarding the media department, we will have a media classroom/
studio which will enable us to produce quality videos to assist in all areas of ministry. 
Regarding the education department, we will have a full library, kitchen, and classrooms to help launch our Bible 
college—Zion Assembly Bible College and Seminary.
  
Recently, we have live-streamed many important events, including the General Assembly  and the weekly 
Cleveland services. This has allowed many to participate with us in worship and ministry while under quarantine 
and shut-downs, including those in faraway places. The plan forward is to multiply the live-streams and the 
in-house production of videos to assist our ministers and churches in fulfilling the Great Commission. We will 
also produce video-equipped distance learning courses and conduct in-person classes to better equip ministers.

Anton Burnette, director

Media and Education
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Commendations are in order for all our pastors, mission directors, and churches that participate each 
year in our March and October Mission drives. Those who excel in their labors and give so liberally of 
their time and finances are especially to be recognized and commended. The Presiding Bishop, local 
mission directors, and everyone involved in mission outreach to the 196 nations in the world sincerely 
appreciate your labors of love. We esteem you highly in the Lord, “giving honor where honor is due.”

It is amazing! We started out in April 2004 with a world vision and quickly turned that vision into 
a living reality: establishing churches first in Kenya in August 2004, and about the same time in 
Tanzania. From there the mission program flourished and spread across the world, having reached 
presently 48 nations with immediate prospects in two other nations.

Think of it! Almost 85,000 sinners have been born again and come into the light of the Gospel through 
our world mission outreach. These precious souls have been redeemed and transformed by the power 
of the Gospel proclaimed by Zion Assembly ministers. Expressed in another way: 85,000 souls have 
been rescued from a sentence of eternal damnation and everlasting burnings in the lake of fire. These 
precious ones have been delivered and caught up in the light and glory of God’s eternal kingdom (Jn. 
3.3-8; Eph. 1.3-9; 2.1-8; Col. 1.13).

Further, about 80% of these believers, like the eloquent Apollos in Acts 18.26, have been shown 
the “way of God more perfectly” via Zion Assembly ministers; that is, they have been taught and 
discipled in the “all things” that Jesus commanded His church to teach and observe (Mt. 4.4; 28.19-
20; Acts 20.27; Eph. 4.11-16). We do not want to ever lose sight of our primary focus: to get souls 
saved [regenerated]. But it is just as important to “teach them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you.” The apostles were great soul-winners, but they also were great church builders! 
(1 Cor. 3.10). Like the Lord Himself, they could say, “THE ZEAL OF THINE HOUSE HATH 
EATEN ME UP” (Ps. 69.9; Jn. 2.17). It was thus that, under their ministries and instrumentality, many 
believers were “added to the church” (Acts 2.42, 47; 1 Cor. 3.9-10). See, it is one thing to be born 
again into the kingdom of God, it is quite another to be “added to the church” and established in the 
“all things” teachings of Christ and the church!

Our global vision has resulted in phenomenal growth. Having restored and reorganized the church 
under new leadership in April 2004 with 85 covenant members from the United States, 17 of whom 
were ministers, we now have 1,065 ministers, 851 churches, 151 missions, and 77,254 members in 48 
nations (we have a few members in 4 nations where no church has been organized as yet).

All this great work has been accomplished through the joint efforts and liberal giving of our faithful 
ministers and members in Zion Assembly. Some plant, others water, “but God giveth the increase”
 (1 Cor. 3.6-8).

                                                                                                                               —WHP

World Missions
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 Guinea, West Africa
Despite the political government’s shut-down of the churches between March and December last year, Brother 
Philippe Seraphin Gomez, the national overseer, and his faithful wife, Favour, managed to press forward 
with the work, establishing a new church in Lola a short distance from the mother church in Nzerekore. The 
church was set in order with twenty members. Jeanbaptist Yomala was appointed as the pastor. Through all 
the difficulties with the Coronavirus and a presidential election that created tribal conflicts in the region, 
Brother Gomez succeeded to purchase land on which to build an elaborate, comparatively, church building, 
which will also facilitate the national offices for our churches in Guinea (We have received a copy of the 
deed to the land and the plans approved by the national government for the new building). The members 
of the churches are willing to give materials to construct the building and do the work. The International 
Offices have also contributed to this much-needed project. See photos below: [left] Brother and Sister Gomez 
ministering together [they speak French, Spanish, and English]; [center] Brother Gomez leading in prayer 
service; [right] the Children’s Ministry program is organized and active, due in large part to Sister Favour’s 
leadership and involvement.

Congo, Central Africa
National overseer, Unduelo Byamunga Odo is pressing the work along in the Congo. There are mountains 
of difficulties to overcome—sickness (15 members died this year from Coronavirus and other diseases—
medical centers are rare in the country and a great distance away); some of the churches have been organized 
under trees for lack of funds to construct buildings); one pastor [Samuel Justin] was jailed for preaching 
the Gospel without permission of the reigning government; and there is the constant struggle of tribal and 
ethnic conflicts. In the photos below [left] are several of the pastors and ministers. Brother Odo is in a blue 
shirt and tie embracing his Bible. [Center] is Brother Odo ministering in a regional convention. [Right] is a 
building under construction but stalled for lack of funds to complete it [the International Offices is offering 
some assistance].      

Good News from . . .
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Honduras, Central America

Brother Nolvin Hernandez, assisted by his faithful wife, Dilicia Lopez, is doing a good job overseeing the churches 
in Honduras. He has set in order two new churches in recent months and still makes his rounds to encourage 
the other ten churches scattered throughout the country. The Presiding Bishop first got acquainted with Brother 
Nolvin during sessions of the School of Ministry in Guatemala in 2014. He recognized then that the hand of 
the Lord was upon this young man for future leadership in the church. So, when Brother Jonathan Hernandez, 
the former overseer [no blood relative of Nolvin], passed on to glory in 2018, Nolvin was appointed to oversee 
the churches in this nation. The Lord had it all worked out; the Presiding Bishop merely recognized what God 
was doing. The brethren in Honduras need our prayers on a regular basis: the nation is plagued with drug lords 
and violence, and often Christians are the targets for these ruffians. Brother Nolvin himself has been beaten and 
threatened on more than one occasion.
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Zion Assembly publishes the good news in the form of small, easy-to-read tracts. The message 
is simple yet powerful: “This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare 
unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” (1 Jn.  1.5). Zion Assembly 
publishes books and articles on topics that are relevant and essential. The world is filled with 

contradictions on matters concerning eternal life, often casting confusion and deception, and ultimately causing 
the loss of precious souls. But God’s Word is clear and answers such questions as “Is there such a thing as sinning 
Christians?” and “What must I do to be saved?”

Many do not attend church, but will accept a tract. The tracts offer life-changing news of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ. This small piece of paper can help minister to someone late at night when no one is around. It can give 
hope and prevent eternal, tragic consequences. It can steer someone in the right direction that leads to eternal 
life. In these confusing and difficult times, people need a good word. Let it be the Word of God. Hand out tracts 
to share the glorious Gospel. Tracts are available at the International Offices, (423)476-3337. Tracts are free, 
but donations are appreciated. Below are some of the tracts that are available. There are many more, including a 
number of books wirtten by our ministers.

Glenda Major, booster

Tract Ministries
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Greetings! I want to give some words of encouragement to all our children’s ministers and 
teachers. Anyone who works with children knows that it sometimes takes long hours and can 
be overwhelming.  But what is our goal in Children’s Ministries? When asked this question, 
I always go back to the scripture found in Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he 

should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”

These children are tomorrow’s church leaders. As the Children’s Ministries director, there is nothing that 
makes me happier and prouder than seeing these children grow in the knowledge of the Lord and used 
in our church services and activites. To all of our Children’s leaders, press on and give your best to the 
Lord. Reach out to the children in your local church and community. Give them a call letting them know 
that you are thinking about them, or send them a handwritten letter. This is needed now more than ever 
during times of sickness when our church doors may have to be closed for a period of time.

I want also to make mention of our Annual Children’s Day that is set for Sunday, June 6th. Our theme 
is “Faith over Fear.” I encourage everyone to start praying and planning for this special event. Please 
feel free to contact me with any questions or comments.

Kayla Graves
International Children’s Ministries director

Children’s Ministries

Shepherding Ministries

It hardly seems possible that we have entered a new church year. But we have. As we think 
on this, my prayer is that you will receive new inspiration and excitement to minister to your 
local church and to those whom God has chosen for you to shepherd and care for this year.

Emergency fund dollars are due now. Twelve dollars per member may at first seem like a 
lot, but when we break it down to $1 per month, it is very little. I served as State Sunday School secretary and 
Missions secretary in Virginia for eighteen years in our former fellowship. Our offerings were good, but one year 
I felt impressed to ask each local church to raise “a mile of pennies” for the orphanage offering. A mile of pennies 
equals 16 pennies per foot.  There are 5280 feet in a mile. Therefore, one mile of pennies will amount to $844.80.

One local church took me up on it and brought a mile of pennies in a wheel borrow to the state convention for the 
orphanage work. The state treasurer wasn’t too happy to have to count all those pennies, but it was a blessing to 
the orphanage work. We are presently supporting 468 orphans in five orphanages in four nations. It is a precious 
ministry. Will you be the one to accept the challenge for the Emergency Fund, World Missions, and Sunday 
school offerings [half of which goes to support our orphans]. Obey the Lord and be a cheerful and liberal giver!

Wilma Carter, director
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During Jesus’s earthly ministry, He spent the majority of his time teaching. Before He ascended 
back to the Father, He told His disciples He would send the Comforter who would teach them 
all things and remind them of everything He had taught them (Jn 14.26; 15.26; 16.12-15). The 
importance of teaching God’s Word and engaging in discipleship from Jesus’s example is made 
clear in the Scriptures. 

Sunday School is one avenue through which the church teaches and disciples believers. It is a great channel to 
connect with people. We get to know one another, pray for one another, disciple one another, and fight the good 
fight side by side with other believers. God’s Word gives instruction, encouragement, and direction. And it has 
the power to heal and give new life. Do you know anyone in need of healing and a new life in Jesus? Let’s make 
every effort to connect with people in our communities through Sunday school outreach. It is truly a matter of life 
and death. 

Mandy Thompson, Sunday School director

Sunday School 

Youth Ministries
Young people, we need each other worshipping and working together. We must have order in 
the ranks of the church, but, also, faith in our mission. If we expect to be a mighty army for 
the Lord, we must march together to His beat.
Amos 2:2 says, “Can two walk together unless they are agreed?” The church loses power and 
effectiveness when it is divided. The devil knows this and has succeeded to build walls between believers: namely, 
denominationalism, racism, Marxism, procrastination-ism, and many other isms. We may be individuals, but 
together we represent one body of Christ. “For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members 
of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. For 
the body is not one member but many” (1 Cor. 12:12-14). Here lies our hope in Jesus though we come from many 
different backgrounds, cultural and religious traditions, levels of education, financial backgrounds, etc., yet we 
have all been given the opportunity to drink from the same cup of life and be replenished by the “rivers of living 
water” through the Spirit (Mt. 20.22-23; Jn. 7.37-38). The church must be willing to surrender all to Christ if we 
expect Him to raise us up to be a mighty army for Him (1 Tim. 2.2-4). 
A great and fierce battle is upon the horizon, and we must prepare ourselves for it! The military trains its troops 
(young men and women) in every aspect of war, so they are fully prepared when the first altercation comes. The 
famous Alabama football coach, Bear Bryant, once said, “If a man is a quitter, I’d rather find out in practice than 
in a game. I ask for a player to give his all during practice so I’ll know what I can expect later.” All trials and 
tribulations (1 Pet. 1.7; 2 Thess. 1.4) are practice for the real battles of our souls. Paul tells Timothy, “Fight the 
good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6.12). We must have faith that Christ will lead us to victory. Do not quit! Do not stop 
fighting! Christ has compelled us to be vessels through which His Spirit might show forth His truths (Jn. 15.26; 
16.12-15). We are called by a mighty God to be a mighty army for Him (Deut. 7.19-21; 10.17): an army terrible 
with banners (Song 6.4,10; Is. 13.2). Young people, we are being called upon to carry the blood-stained banner of 
Christ into all the world! May the Lord raise up a mighty force who will say, yes, Lord, let it be me!

Allen Thompson, director



Pictured in the photo below [left] with Brother and Sister Carter is a young lady from our local church at 
Roanoke. She is Marie Cassius Azamar. She came to the United States from Haiti seven years ago. She speaks 
four languages—Creole, French, Spanish, and English. She is married to a fine young man, and together they have 
three children. Living with them also are two other young ladies—a stepdaughter and a niece of Marie’s husband. 

A little over two years ago, my wife and I were going home from church when I saw Sister Marie and the five 
girls going home from another church in the neighborhood. I told my wife that I was going to stop and introduce 
myself and invite them to our church. It was a very cordial meeting, and, I believe, providentially arranged by the 
Lord. Several months later all six of them walked into our church. They have been here ever since. 

Marie and her girls are very faithful to attend and participate in the worship services and activities. The church 
has learned to love them all. They all take part in everything the church does. Sister Marie is a good giver and a 
dedicated tither. She is a good wife and mother along with being a professional seamstress. She works outside 
the home also, employed by a local sewing factory. I have visited her home many times and can see she is a good 
housekeeper. Every time I’ve been there, the T.V. has been on a religious channel. She is teaching the girls the 
ways of the Lord. In these last seven years, the Lord has blessed them and prospered them greatly. 

The reason I am sharing these things about Marie is that I had no idea she was studying for her U.S. citizenship. 
She called me about two weeks ago and was so excited. She said, “Brother Carter, I passed my U.S. citizenship 
test, and in a few weeks, I will be officially a U.S. citizen.”

She is a true representative of the ideal woman in Proverbs 31.10-26. She is just forty-two years of age, but she 
has been through a lot and has overcome all in Christ. About ten years ago, she had a serious appendix operation. 
The wound would not heal. Little did she know that she had become pregnant with complications. The doctors 
told her she would have to abort the babies (twins) if she were to live. Her husband agreed, saying, “I don’t want 
to lose you.” But she stood on the Word of God. Her statement to the doctor and her husband was “If my babies 
die, I die.” Today she has twin girls who are full of life. Since then, she has given birth to another daughter, who 
runs up and hugs me every time she comes to the house of God!

About five months ago, I administered the church covenant to Marie, and the church gave her the right hand of 
fellowship. Can you see now why we are proud of this woman? This is Marie’s story. She is victorious in Christ! 
A true saint of God. To God be the glory!
                                                                                           —L.W. Carter, reporter

A Biblical Model of  WomanhoodMarie Azamar
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“My Prayer”
by Ally Thompson

Amory, MS

Take more chances. Easier said than done.

Take more chances. C’mon, it’ll be fun!

Take more chances, everyone seems to say. 

Take more chances before life slips away.

My heart and my head are constantly at war, 

As they try to decide what I’m fit for.

What stories will I have to tell someday?

Stories of my fears and constant delay?

I find myself wishing but never trying.

I find myself hoping but always denying.

Is this the life I am meant for?

A life with possibilities behind a closed door?

Lord help me through this strange time in my life.

Help me take good chances without worry or strife.

I don’t want any decisions to ever be wrong,

So Lord please help me to not grow weak, but strong.

I want to do whatever You say.

God, let everything I do be Your way.

I may not see, or always understand, But God let me

know this is all part of Your plan. I want to

take chances, I want to have fun;

However, I want Thy will be done.

Tell me what to do, Lord, tell me where to go.

I may not understand where You’re taking me, but I know you

know. Teach me Your ways, Lord, show me your paths, So that I

may be willing to do what You ask.

Give me strength, Lord, give me stability,

so that I may take more chances and be a better me.

Help me to be who my future children admire.

Let them and everyone else see a girl whose soul is on fire!

Let me look at myself at the end of the day.

And know that I did my best in each and every way.

Let my walk with You be good and fervent,
and hear You one day say,

“Well done my good and faithful servant.”
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