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By the time our readers receive this issue of the VOZ, we will be only about 25-30 days out from the 
opening of the 17th Annual General Assembly. This will indeed be an extraordinary Assembly in view of 
the coronavirus pandemic with its attending problems, complications, and intimidations. I’m sure, however, 
that everyone who is full of faith and courage, and privileged to attend this important Assembly, will in years 
to come [if the Lord tarries] be honored to say, “I was there!” 
 Among other important programs and special sessions in this Assembly will be the selection of the 
presiding bishop: for this is the last year of the present four-year term for the present occupant of this high 
office. The writer has served four consecutive terms and is eligible to serve again if this is what “seems 
good to the Holy Ghost, and to us” (Acts 15.28). The Assembly Business Committee [ABC] after prayerful 
consideration and discussion will present its nominee to the Assembly for final consideration and judgment.      

International Borders Closed

 It will seem strange not to have international representation in this Assembly due to closed 
borders both here in the United States and other countries. We are, however, arranging for the overseers 
and members in other nations to participate as much as possible via livestream, the Internet, and Skype. 

Assembly Theme

 The theme for this Assembly is . . . 

The Bride and the Lamb
versus

the Harlot and the Beast

 This is a bold and straight-from-the-shoulder prophetic topic, but one that seems entirely 
appropriate for the hour in which we are living. The prophetic vision of the apostle John of the 
seven-headed beast and the great harlot that is riding it is now in these very last days beginning to 
unfold plainly before our discerning eyes (though the complete fulfillment of this vision will not take 
place until after the rapture of the church with all the dead in Christ). On the other hand, God’s prophetic 
end-times plan and eternal purpose for the Lamb and His bride are also beginning to unfold. We 
are rapidly hastening toward the fulfillment of these significant and awesome events: namely, 1) 
the perfection of the church and the fulfillment of her mission in the earth, including the miraculous 
gathering together of God’s people into one visible body; 2) the rapture of the church in the air; 3) the 
wedding of the Lamb to His betrothed bride followed by the marriage supper; 4) the second coming of 
Christ to earth with His church and all the saints; 5) the Battle of Armageddon and triumph of Christ 
and the church and His saints over all the forces of evil in the world—particularly the beast and his 

Wade H. PhillipsIn Expectation of a Mighty General Assembly
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“To him that overcometh will I grant to 
sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my 
Father in his throne”

    —Rev. 3.21
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Ordained Ministry as a
  Sacred Ordinance

Note: This address was delivered by Bishop  Anton Burnette on May 12, 2020, 
during the seminar session of the School of Ministry Institute in Cleveland, 
TN. The address has been edited for this edition of the Voice of Zion.

Anton Burnette
Cleveland, TN

Many Protestant and Evangelical denominations 
do not consider ministry as a sacred ordinance. 
On the other hand, Catholics, Greek Orthodox, 
and some other Christian traditions hold to Holy 
Orders as a sacrament, includes the doctrine that the 
priesthood has power to bestow grace upon believers. 
While we agree that the 
ministry should be “highly 
esteemed,” we, disagree 
with many other tenets of 
the doctrine of Holy Orders. 

Zion Assembly recognizes 
seven ordinances including 
ministry/ordination. These 
seven ordinances are plainly 
seen in the teachings and 
practices of Jesus and 
the apostles in the New 
Testament. It is imperative 
therefore for the church both 
to understand and to practice ministry as a sacred 
ordinance.

Ministry is defined as “to serve.” At its most basic 
level, a minister is a servant to his congregation, 
to his community, and ultimately to his God. “And 
whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant” (Mt. 20.27). Ministers function as servants, 
not lords over their congregations and individual 
members. Rather they labor in word and doctrine and 
pray for their benefit and edification (1 Tim. 5.17).   

New Covenant ministry is a refiguration of the 
priest and prophet system of the Old Testament. 

Jesus and the apostles defined the ministry on the 
ground of New Covenant principles and teachings, 
which is radically different from the traditions 
regarding ministers [priesthood] that appeared in 
the second- and third centuries and especially in the 
Roman Catholic tradition after the fourth century.

A proper understanding of 
theocratic government is 
essential to understand the 
church and the ordinance 
of ministry. Theocracy is 
not strictly direct rule by 
God; it is rather God ruling 
instrumentally through Spirit-
filled men. The government 
and discipline of the church is 
ruled by elders, often referred 
to as “presbyters” (Acts 
14.23; 15.23; 1 Tim. 4.14; 
5.17). 

You do not love the church if you do not love the 
government of the church. You cannot separate 
the church of the Bible from divine government. 
There are no independent ministers or independent 
members of God’s church. All covenant members 
are subject to the government and discipline of the 
church. The church is a visible and corporate body.

Christ is the head of His body, the church. He rules 
His church instrumentally through ministers and 
especially elders [bishops and deacons]. Look at the 
body analogy. The head governs the body. The brain 
sends information (directions, commands) to the 

“You do not love the church if 
you do not love the government 
of the church. You cannot 
separate the church of the Bible 
from divine government. There 
are no independent ministers or 
independent members of God’s 
church. All covenant members 
are subject to the government 
and discipline of the church.”
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various body parts. The central nervous system is the 
conduit that sends information.  The ministry is like 
a conduit for the church.  The head (Christ) governs 
the body (church of God) through the central nervous 
system (the ministry).

The church sets forth and examines candidates for 
ministry and authorizes and sends them forth to 
preach the Gospel and govern the local churches. 
We believe in the priesthood of believers. We do 
not believe in a sharp separation between clergy 
and laity.  Holiness is for all believers. We all 
minister (serve) one another. But we know that 
God calls individuals for specific purposes, and 
the church has the authority to appoint God-called 
ministers to positions of authority and responsibility.

Further, the church 
has the authority to 
expand ministry roles as 
needed to complete her 
mission in the world.  
“Then the twelve called 
the multitude of the 
disciples unto them, and 
said, It is not reason 
that we should leave 
the word of God, and 
serve tables.  Wherefore, 
brethren, look ye out 
among you seven men 
of honest report, full 
of the Holy Ghost and 
wisdom, whom we 
may appoint over this business” (Acts 6.2-
3). The church had a need and appointed men 
to positions of responsibility to fill that need.

As God’s church, Zion Assembly can only maintain 
herself and fulfill her calling and mission with anointed, 
gifted, and Spirit-filled ministers. We cannot fall into 
a weak, static, man-centered institution. We must 
recognize the giftings of the Holy Spirit and develop 
and train future leaders for the church accordingly. 

The Process of the Ordination:

1. A ministerial candidate is first 
recognized and endorsed by the local 
church of which he/she is a member.

2. This is followed by an examination 
by the presbytery, which is composed 
of the Presiding Bishop and national/
state overseer, and on occasion a 
whole body of assembled elders.

3. Upon being fully convinced of the 
candidate’s calling and gift, the 
presbytery then endorses him/her; 
issues credentials; and ceremonially 
sets him/her apart for ministry by the 
laying on of hands (1 Tim 4.14; 5.22)

Ordination does not give ministers gifts and callings; 
the church simply recognizes the gifts and callings 
given to individuals accordingly to God’s sovereign 
will and purpose. The ministry proceeds from Christ.

The sacred ordinance 
of ministry is not 
simply the action 
of ordination, it is 
the ministry itself. 
Members partake 
of the ordinance 
of ministry by 
honoring and 
properly subjecting 
themselves to duly 
appointed ministers. 
When members 
recognize ministry 
gifts in men and 
women, they are 
then duly appointed 

to positions of authority and responsibility in the 
church, and the members are admonished to subject 
themselves to that authority (Heb. 13.7, 17). This is a 
mark of the true church.

To be a minister is to serve. The ministry is not like a 
secular job or career or trade in which one maintains 
his freedom and merely gives some of his/her time. 
Neither is it simply a vocation. It is rather a calling 
from God that is duly recognized and ordained by 
the church. To be a minister is to relinquish many of 
the freedoms of life and to dedicate oneself to serve 
Christ and His church and to give preeminence to the 
needs of others. 

The spouse and children of married ministers are 
brought under greater scrutiny and sacrifice (1 Tim. 

“To be a minister is to serve. The ministry 
is not like a secular job or career or trade 
in which one maintains his freedom 
and merely gives some of his/her time. 
Neither is it simply a vocation. It is rather 
a calling from God that is duly recognized 
and ordained by the church. To be a 
minister is to relinquish many of the 
freedoms of life and to dedicate oneself 
to serve Christ and His church and to 
give preeminence to the needs of others.”
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3. 1-7; Titus 1.1).  Many ministers and their families 
feel this scrutiny and sacrifice, and some grow weary 
of the weight that falls on their shoulders. Members 
are therefore admonished to encourage and esteem 
ministers and their families for the sacrifices they 
make. In addition, members should cheerfully give 
their tithe and offerings to assist and support them 
(Mal. 3.7-11; 2 Cor. 9.7-9; 1 Tim. 5.17-18).

The minister’s personal plans and goals are subservient 
to the church’s ministry and mission. The minister 
therefore should give priority to church’s plans 
and needs. The presbytery of the church especially 
provides instrumental leadership for the operation 
of theocratic government 
and the discipline of the 
church. This requires 
spiritual consecration and 
the anointing of the Spirit. 
Bible ministers do not act 
and function independently 
or unilaterally. Rather they 
conduct themselves in 
accord with what “seems 
good to the Holy Ghost 
and to us” [the church] 
(Acts 15.28). And the 
members are admonished 
to “Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and submit 
yourselves, for they watch 
for your souls” (Heb. 13.17).

Neither are true ministers of God hirelings, working 
to please their members; but rather they act in 
accord with the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, and 
the authority of the church. Ministers should love 
and care for the members of the church and should 
always have their best interest at heart. This means 
also, however, that they must never compromise 
God’s Word merely for the sake of human sentiment. 
They must always act in accord with the will of God, 
even if it is unpopular: “Be instant in season, out of 
season . . .” (2 Tim 4.2).

Seeking a place in the ministry is a good thing (1 Tim. 
3.1). We need to encourage all our members to be 
witnesses for the Lord, and to act as “ministers,” that is, 
to serve others (2 Cor. 5.18-20). Every member should 
be active in the church and should be encouraged to 

develop skills to minister to others (Prov. 11.30; 1 
Cor. 9.19-23; Eph. 4.11-14). In this way, members 
can begin to grow into their callings and the church 
can recognize these callings and more effectively 
assimilate the members in the body accordingly.

Seeing the ministry as an ordinance helps to restore 
the image of ministers to a place of honor and high 
esteem in the church (2 Thess. 5.12-13; 1 Tim. 
5.17). And this  is profitable for the church: for the 
ordained ministry is given for the perfection of the 
church through the preaching and teaching of the 
Word of God (Eph. 4.11-16; 4.26-32; 1 Tim. 5.17).

Since the Bible sets forth a hierarchy of 
administrative positions 
and authority in the church 
(Mk. 13.34;    Eph. 4.11-12; 
2 Thess. 5.12-13; 1 Tim. 
3), the presiding bishop 
and elders [presbyters], 
overseers, pastors, and 
other leaders accordingly 
should be highly esteemed 
and followed as appointed 
God-called leaders (2 
Thess. 3.7-9; Heb. 13.7)    

The Presiding Bishop has 
been called by God and 
selected by the General 
Assembly for the highest 

position in the church. His position is therefore 
comparable with James’ position in the New 
Testament (Acts 15.13-21; Gal. 2.9). He is the chief 
administrative leader, acting in counsel with the 
elders [presbyters]. Christ is the ultimate head of the 
church, and the presiding bishop and elders labor 
together with Him to build the church (2 Cor. 6.1).  The 
church is a theocracy, ruled by the presiding bishop, 
elders [overseers], and local pastors and deacons, 
all in accord with the commandments and guidance 
of the Lord under the New Covenant (Mt. 16.18-
19; 18.15-20; Mk. 13.34; Heb. 13.7, 17). For the 
Lord rules instrumentally through Spirit-filled men.  

I am greatly honored to be on the Executive Council. 
This council is not above the Presiding Bishop but 
acts as a counseling body with him. It does not exist 
to second guess the Presiding Bishop, nor does 
it exist to re-adjudicate actions of the Presiding 

“Seeking a place in the ministry 
is a good thing (1 Tim. 3.1). 
We need to encourage all our 
members to be witnesses for the 
Lord, and to act as ‘ministers,’ 
that is, to serve others (2 Cor. 
5.18-20). Every member should 
be active in the church and 
should be encouraged to develop 
skills to minister to others.”
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Bishop. The Executive Council is subordinate to the 
Presiding Bishop and is to provide godly counsel 
to assist him to rule and guide the church. Another 
important function of the Executive Council is 
to select an acting presiding bishop in the case of 
irreparable physical health or moral failure on the 
part of the bishop currently holding the position.

Members and ministers of Zion Assembly Church 
of God must recognize and maintain a biblical view 
of ministry as an ordinance for the proper formation 
and discipline of the church.

A proper view of ministry enables the church to 
maintain discipline and divine order. 

● “A man that is an heretick after the fi rst and 
second admonition reject” (Titus 3.10).

● “Let him be unto thee as an heathen and a 
publican” (Mt. 18.15-20)

● “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and off ences contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned; and 
avoid them” (Rom. 16.17).

Be watchful and mark them who reject the teachings 
and judgments of the church.  Do not yield yourself to 
those who belittle or besmirch God-called leaders. It 
is a sign of a false prophet to “despise government” 
(2 Pet. 2.10). Further, it is idolatry to act in a stubborn 
manner, and even witchcraft to rebel against God’s 
government:

“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 
and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because thou hast rejected the word of the 
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from 
being king” (1 Sam. 15.23). 

The recognition of Ordained Ministry as a sacred 
ordinance is necessary for the church to fulfi ll God’s 
prophetic plan. As God works to bring all believers 
into one body, there must be a submission to Christ as 
the head of the church and the recognition of God’s 
duly-appointed governors on earth working together 
with Him to edify, rule, and guide the church.

In this passage we fi nd the account where Elisha 
heals deadly pottage. Elisha came to Gilgal, a 
place where one of the schools of the prophets 
was located. There was an extreme scarcity of 
food. Today, we also are experiencing a famine 
in the land, a famine of hearing the TRUE Word 
of God. The prophet Amos spoke about such a 
day: “Behold, the days come, said the LORD 
GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not 
a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the words of the LORD.” It seems Elisha 
was teaching the sons of the prophets. They must 
have sat before him for quite a while, for he saw 
the need to feed them. He instructed a servant to 
make pottage for them (1 Kg. 4.38). Someone 
went out into the fi eld to gather herbs. He found 
a “wild vine” and gathered a lap full of wild 
gourds. The servants who prepared the pottage 
knew not that these gourds were poisonous and 
thus shredded them into the pot.

As it happened, the pottage was poured 
out for the men to eat, but they quickly realized 
something was not right. See, we must know what 
is being spoken is the true Word of God before 
we receive it. We cannot just accept anything, for 
we live in a time of great deception (1 Tim. 4.1).
Realizing the food was poisonous, these sons of 
the prophets cried out to Elisha, “O thou man of 
God, there is death in the pot.”  From the “WILD 
VINE’ comes death: but from the “TRUE VINE” 
comes life. Jesus said, “I am the true vine and 
my father is the husbandman.” (Jn. 15.1)
 In the last verse in our text passage, we fi nd 
the answer for the healing of the deadly pottage.  
Elisha instructed them to bring meal (fl our).  One 
of the main dietary staples found in the Bible is 
bread, which was made from fl our. Spiritually, 
the main staple for living an abundant life is the 
BREAD OF LIFE.  “And Jesus said unto them, I 
am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger” (Jn. 6.35). There’s the answer. 
When there is death in the pot, in the soul of man, 
pour in Jesus, the living Bread, for He brings life.  

“Death in the Pot”
2 Kings 4.38-41

Pam Jones

pour in Jesus, the living Bread, for He brings life.  
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The Mid-Central Convention [KY, IN, IL] was held July 11th 
at the local church in Scottsville, KY. The theme was 'In Times 
Like These We Need.' The messages by the ministers  were 
uplifting and timely for the day in which we live. Everyone 
agreed that the fellowship felt even sweeter due from the 
trying circumstnces in these last days. We were encouraged 
also by a new church being established in Beaver Dam. Praise 
the Lord! This region is ready to move forward in victory!

     —Shanda Graves

Mid-Central Convention

Convention Highlights
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Tennessee /Georgia State Convention

The Tennessee/Georgia convention was outstanding. All were 
excited to be together and hear the Word of the Lord. Spirits ran 
high as everyone was blessed by the anointed preaching and 
exhortations. The theme was “The Work of Restoration Continues.” 
The messages were timely and encouraging, reminding us of our 
prophetic call to be faithful in the work of restoration during these 
turbulent times. The Lord also ministered through singing and 
testimonies. The convention gave a much-needed boost to all present.
We left with a renewed sense of hope and assurance.  

       —Wanda Busbee

Convention Highlights



19, formally declared the church duly set in order and 
authorized to act as such. Bishop Carter concluded 
the service with prayer for the pastor and members, 
asking God’s favor to be with them in all their efforts. 
The meeting was dismissed at 12.35 p.m.

Much of the credit for the existence of this church 
goes to Pastor Brown; for he has been evangelizing in 
and about the area of Mannington for several months, 
even years, and has made many contacts and friends. 
His aim always has been to save souls and to plant 
God’s church wherever he evangelizes. Brother Tom 
negotiated with a denominational church to purchase 
the building and property which the brethren had 
been using for worship and evangelistic services. 
They purchased it at the very fair price [$50,000] on 
a rent-to-buy basis. 

12

Bingamon, WV
    June 14, 2020

In a special meeting on June 14, 
2020 a church was established 
in the rural community of 
Bingamon, West Virginia near 
the town Worthington. Overseer 
L. W. Carter moderated the 
meeting and appointed Tom 
Brown as the pastor and Cheryl 

Harvey as clerk and treasurer. Thirty-one attended the 
eventful meeting. The church was established with 
six members [Jeff and Cheryl Harvey, Tom Brown, 
and Jerry, Sara, and Bailey Reel, all transfers from 
nearby local churches]: but several more prospects 
are expected to unite with the church soon. Brother 
Carter noted that the church was set in order with the  
approval of Presiding Bishop Wade H. Phillips.  

The formal establishment of the church was preceded 
by a Sunday school session with Cheryl Harvey 
teaching the adult class and Andrea Dye the children’s 
class. This was followed by a worship service 
conducted by Pastor Brown. Cheryl Harvey and Tonya 
Hamrick led in congregational singing. Sally Tetrick 
and Dave and Kim Shaw sang specials.  Pastor Brown 
then preached a fitting and inspirational message 
titled, “The House of God.” He cited Ephesians 2.22 
for his text. After the message, he gave an altar call, 
then turned the service back over to Overseer Carter, 
who, after reading a poem by W.E. Winsett [an early 
Pentecostal pioneer and publisher of songs and 
hymns] and briefly commenting on Matthew 16.13-

New Church Set in Order

Bingamon Chapel
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       3) There was a duly recognized order for the 
meeting and due respect given to its offi  cers, and also 
apparently a deep spirituality among the delegates. 
One by one those who had something to contribute 
to the council were given liberty to speak—Peter, 
Paul, James (the Lord’s brother who was the general 
moderator), et al.—and this brought about the necessary 
light and understanding to resolve the issues. The 
believing Pharisees who had been contrary in opinion 
apparently were enlightened and came into agreement 
with the fi nal decision. It is possible that some may 
have went out from this meeting and later joined with 
the Judaizers to form a dissenting sect (v. 24), but this 
dissenting sect was certainly not God’s church: for it 
taught and practiced things contrary to the apostles’ 
and elders’ doctrine and the church’s rule of faith and 
practice (cf: Acts 15.25-31; 16.4,5).   

        Now observe, too much emphasis cannot be 
put upon the need for a right spirit with moderation 
in the process of discussing and settling issues. Hear 
the apostle, “Let your moderation be known unto 
all men. The Lord is at hand” (Phil. 4.5). This is of 
paramount importance. The General Assembly is no 
place for arrogant and stubborn  spirits and self-willed 
dispositions. On the contrary, love and humility must 
prevail if the church is going to function in divine 
order. Further, we are called to “reason together” with 
God (Is. 1.18); after all, all men are fi nite and prone to 
misjudgment; only God is infi nite and infallible, and 
we can “come to the knowledge of the truth” only in 
humility before His presence.      
         This special gathering together—the General 
Assembly—should be grounded in much prayer with 
fasting. Consecrating ourselves through spiritual 
disciplines is necessary if we want the atmosphere of 
this important meeting to be charged with the presence 
of the Lord and if we want the Holy Ghost to reveal 
the mind and power of Christ. Only in this way can 
we answer the apostolic call in Zion Assembly to be 
“an holy nation,”  “an habitation of God through the 
Spirit,” and the “pillar and ground of the truth.”

    —WHP

If it had not been for that fi rst General Assembly 
recorded in Acts 15, no doubt the unity of the church 
would have been shattered in its infancy. The church 
was passionately divided in opinion over several 
questions, including circumcision and certain dietary 
laws that had been carefully observed by the ministers 
and members under the Old Covenant. The fundamental 
issue at stake was this: What was the basis of the 
church’s fellowship? Could believing Jews fellowship 
with Gentiles who had not been circumcised and who 
were eating things in common with other Gentiles? It 
is not my purpose here to address these issues again, 
for the council in Jerusalem (held about A. D. 51 or 
52) answered these questions. Rather, my purpose is 
to point up the biblical model for resolving issues and 
maintaining the unity of the church. 
       Three things are worth noting in examining the 
procedures and principles followed by the apostles and 
elders in that fi rst General Assembly: 

         1) The whole church came together to address the 
issues, not just the bishops and elders. This is clear from 
Acts 15. 4, 12, 22, 28. The church was therefore from the 
beginning obviously not an Episcopal or Presbyterian 
body. Moreover, since delegates from many of the 
local churches were present and participated, and the 
decisions were kept uniformly by all the churches (vv. 
23, 30, 31; 16.4,5), the government of the church was 
obviously not congregational in form and practice. It is 
clear also that, though the apostles and elders led the 
way in the discussions (15.6-18), all participated and 
agreed together in the fi nal decisions (vv. 22, 25, 28).      

      2)  The highest authority in this council was God and 
His Word in Holy Scripture. This may be seen in the 
Presiding Bishop’s, James, decision which was based 
on “the words of the prophets” (vv. 15-17) and the 
conclusion that “seemed good to the Holy Ghost and 
to us” (v. 28). This formula—God and His revealed 
will in Holy Scripture and the mutual agreement 
among the ministers and members in the interpretation 
of Holy Scripture—is what we call “theocratic 
government.” We believe this is the biblical model 
for church government, in distinction from Episcopal, 
Presbyterian and Congregational models.  

The General Assembly
 Its Importance and Sacred Purpose
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Worth thinking about: 

Wanda Busbee

2 Tim.  3.16
KJV: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profi table for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness”

NASB: “All Scripture is inspired by God and profi table for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness”

NIV: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness”

The Word of God is thrilling to read. The true-life 
experiences and actions of our Lord and others 
(prophets, apostles, kings, etc.) captivate our hearts 
and minds. God’s Word also makes us “wise unto 
salvation” (2 Tim. 3.15); it is a “lamp unto [our] 
feet, and a light unto [our] path” (Ps. 119.105). We 
therefore look to Scripture for encouragement, hope, 
and inspiration. 
 The apostle Paul wrote Timothy about the 
purpose of Scripture and mentioned none of these 
things, as he was addressing another minister in 
regards to ministerial service: “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profi table for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness.” Regarding correction, I have 
never heard a child pray, “God, I’m glad mommy 
and daddy scolds and whips me. I’m really looking 
forward to it, Lord.” I surely didn’t pray that way. It 
was more like, “God, don’t let them fi nd out!” 
 In this verse, is Paul being redundant in using 
both “reproof” and “correction” to emphasize a 
point? Or do they mean something diff erent? If 
so, what is the diff erence? An English dictionary 
states that “reproof” is “an expression of blame 
or disapproval,” while correction is “a change 
that rectifi es an error or inaccuracy.” Already we 
can see the diff erence in meaning. In addition, 
“rebuke,” which is close in meaning to chastise, is 
used  to “express sharp disapproval or criticism of 
(someone) because of his/her behavior or actions.”  
 A snap of the fi ngers or a disapproving look 
can be used to reprove an unruly child or show 
expression against an inappropriate comment or 

action: “The north wind driveth away rain: so 
doth an angry countenance a backbiting tongue”
(Prov. 25.25).  A  reproof or rebuke is to help 
create awareness and bring about conviction in the 
erring believer, but see, words are not always used 
to communicate disapproval (and approval). Still, 
words too can be equally eff ective.
 The goal of reproof is to lead to correction; 
however, if the off ending individual habitually 
repeats the action, either by ignoring reproof (or 
multiple reproofs) or by not recognizing the error 
itself, a stronger action may be necessary. It is 
benefi cial to remind ourselves that chastisement is a 
corrective action, not a destructive one. “For whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth” (Heb. 12.6), and “I rebuke 
and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent” 
(Rev. 3.19).
 While expressing disapproval or taking 
a corrective action towards a brother or sister is 
not easy, it actually improves the relationship if 
accepted: “He that rebuketh a man afterwards shall 
fi nd more favour than he that fl attereth with the 
tongue” (Prov. 28.23). Also, “[it] is better to hear 
the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the 
song of fools” (Ecc. 7.5).
 Lastly, it is benefi cial to remember that it is 
better to be chastised by the Lord (or instrumentally 
through our elders and brothers and sisters), rather than 
to be condemned by the Lord in the fi nal judgment: 
“But when we are judged, we are chastened by 
the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the 
world” (1 Cor. 11.32).
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antichrist system and the destruction of the 
harlot woman, “Mystery, Babylon the Great”; 
6) the glorious Millennial Reign on earth of 
Christ and the church with all the saints ruling 
and reigning together with Him in glorious 
victory for a thousand years; 7) and fi nally the 
creation of the new heavens and new earth!  

The venue for our upcoming Assembly has 
changed. It will convene this year in our 
International Ministries Complex. The 
dates are September 1-6. The Ministers 
Conference will again meet this year at the 
International Ministries Complex at 10:00 
a.m. on Tuesday [September 1st]. Everyone is 
invited to attend and encouraged to participate 
in the discussions. [The purpose of this meeting 
is to prepare the Assembly “delegates” for the 
business sessions of the Assembly and to bring 
clarifi cation to any issues that may need to be 
addressed by the Assembly]. 

Immediately following the Ministers 
Conference, the Ministers and Companions 
Luncheon will commence at 12:15 in the 
Fellowship Hall in the new Educational 
Building. [The luncheon does not usually 
go past 2:00 p.m.] This will give everyone 
time to rest before the offi  cial opening of the 
Assembly at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary of 
our International Ministries Complex. At that 
time the Presiding Bishop will bring down the 
gavel signaling the offi  cial opening of the 17th

Annual General Assembly of Zion Assembly 
Church of God.

Assembly Programs should be in the mail 
by August 2nd. Assembly Day of Prayer has 
been set for Sunday August 9th. Pastors should 
lead their congregations in earnest and fervent 
prayers for this sacred and important meeting 
between God and His called-out and covenant 
people, His ekklesia; for we need His help 
and strength and wisdom and victorious 
visitations. We all should pray in the spirit of 
the Psalmist David in saying, “Make haste, O 
God, to deliver [us]; make haste to help [us], 
O Lord.”        

Editorials cont’d from p. 2

Voice
 of the 

Church
Greetings Pastors
& Voice of Zion Boosters,

Hasn’t this been “some kind of year?” The 
scriptures are being fulfi lled right before our 
eyes. It would be easy to get discouraged in 
view of daily events if one did not have a view 
of greater things. I purposed years ago when I 
got saved (51 years ago), that I would not be 
distracted by things going on around me. My 
vision about God and the church has kept me 
going. This greater vision has seen me through.

Our goal is to “reach every creature.” None 
are to be excluded or omitted from hearing 
the glorious Gospel we have heard. We have a 
great work still ahead of us. The Voice of Zion
is one of God’s ways of promoting this work.

Pastor, every home represented in your local 
church should receive a monthly copy of 
the good news going on in the church. Zion 
Assembly is steadily progressing and making 
inroads into Satan’s kingdom, and daily news 
tell us that His kingdom is coming down. 
It’s your responsibility to get our monthly 
magazine into every hand. Then we will move 
on with our “SYNC” program by reaching out 
to our extended family and friends and making 
sure they also hear the Good News.

Our message is not the virus, the pandemic, the 
economy, or racial distinctions and problems. 
Our message is the Good News of Jesus’ soon-
coming for all believers—red or black, or 
yellow or white.

L.W. Carter
VOZ booster
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