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Wilmington Church Experiences
God’s Protective Hand

“TO GOD BE ALL GLORY FOR GREAT THINGS HE HAS DONE!”

 On September 2, 2018, our Sunday morning worship service was awesome. As we exalted the name of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit moved in our hearts. A message with interpretation was given 
telling us that we are God’s children and He loves us. We were encouraged by Him to ‘Fear Not’ because He will 
never leave us nor forsake us. We basked in His presence and felt assured of His LOVE and protection.
 Little did we know when we left on Wednesday morning for the General Assembly that we would have 
a tire to blow out on our van. Traveling at 70 miles per hour put us in a danger when the van began to shake and 
swerve. We later recalled the message that God gave to us on Sunday morning. At the time we did not know of 
other dangers that were on the horizon that would require His divine intervention and protection.
 As we left the General Assembly the following Sunday, we were hearing reports of a category 4 or 5 hurricane 
headed for Wilmington. We were not disturbed, however, as many hurricanes in the last 35 years that had lost 
strength before reaching land, and we thought this might be the case with Hurricane Florence. But it soon became 
obvious that Florence  was gaining power, not weakening. So we began to pray for God’s intervention and protection.
 When evacuations were called for by the state government, we encouraged our 87-year-old member to 
leave because we knew electric power would be off for an extended time: and that medical services would not be 
available.
 Years ago, we had a Bible Study based on Psalm 91 and a corresponding book written by Peggy Joyce 
Ruth. Our members adopted this psalm as God’s pledge to His children, that He will be there for us always and in 
all areas of our lives. As Hurricane Florence came upon us, we began to pray “Psalm 91” over our lives. Members 
started texting each other that they had prayed this psalm over their homes and families. Our people decided that 
they would not evacuate but rather stay and TRUST GOD. Virginia Wilson left “kicking” and “screaming” and 
testifying, “I’ve prayed Psalm 91 over my home and family.”

Psalm 34 reads,

“I will bless the Lord at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.

My soul will make its boast in the Lord;
The humble will hear it and rejoice.

O magnify the Lord with me,
And let us exalt His name together”.

	 When	the	winds	began	to	blow	and	beat	against	our	houses,	and	the	floods	began	to	rise,	and	the	electricity	
went out and the roads into and out of the city were closed off, it was only in our Lord that we found rest and 
peace.	Trees	 fell	all	around	us:	but	amazingly	 they	fell	 in	directions	away	from	our	homes.	The	floods	never	
touched our members’ homes---not even one. GOD was with us in the midst of the storm. PRAISE OUR GOD!
 We want to take this opportunity to thank our brothers and sisters in Christ who called and encouraged 
us with your concern and prayers. Our people here in Wilmington very much appreciate you. We had so many 
offers from our fellow members and friends in Zion to take refuge with them in their homes. It made remaining in 
Wilmington	a	difficult	choice:	but	God	kept	His	hand	upon	us.	We	LOVE	the	Lord	and	our	church	family	in	Zion!
                                                             
           ---Marie Llaneza, reporter
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School of Ministry Dates 2019

California---April 7-12---Rialto

Cleveland, TN---May 5-17
International Ministries Center

(Week 1)---May 5-10
(Week 2)---May 12-17


