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Editorials . . .

The Victorious Church of the Last Days
“And the God of peace shall [soon crush] Satan under your feet”

         We are reminded by the mighty apostle to “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary, 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5.8). Certainly, 
this warning was never more fitting than it is today; indeed, we are living in “perilous [dangerous] 
times,” for, as another apostle informs us, this devourer of men’s souls knows that he has been 
“cast [out of heaven] . . . [and] that he hath but a short time” before his judgment comes thundering down upon his 
head (Rev. 12.12-13; see also vv. 9-10; 20.1-3, 7-10). He is therefore enraged and furious, full of deadly venom and 
subtle destruction; and, thus, he is called “that old serpent” and “a great red dragon” (vv. 3, 9, 13-17) whose entire 
purpose for being is now only to “steal, kill, and destroy.”  

         The following words of Jesus probably ran through Peter’s mind as he recalled the Lord’s warning recorded in 
the Gospel, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat” (Lu. 22.31). At 
the same time, the apostle was greatly comforted by Jesus’ further words, “But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren” (v. 32).    

            Now observe; Satan’s chief target is God’s church. This is made explicitly clear in the vision that God revealed to 
John on the Isle of Patmos. The “great wonder” that appeared in the apostle’s unfolding revelation, namely, “a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars” is a glorious picture 
of the church encompassing both Old and New Testament dispensations (Rev. 12.1). The Jewish church under the Old 
Covenant gave birth to Christ (Rev. 12.2; Lu. 1.26-35; 2.25-39), and Christ in turn reordered the church under the 
terms of the New Covenant; purchased it with His own blood (Acts 20.28); then baptized [immersed and empowered) 
it with the Holy Ghost and fire (Mt. 3.11; Acts 2.1-4). She emerged from this baptism of grace and power with spiritual 
and charismatic gifts (Ps. 68.18; Mk. 13.34; 1 Cor. 12.28; Eph. 4.8-13; et al.), and with sufficient power to overcome 
the devil and his forces and to fulfill the mission that Christ gave to her before He ascended to the Father (Mt. 16.18; 
Rev. 12.11).

       Now the devil knows about the glorious prophecies of the church, and the fact that she has been ordained by 
the Lord to be His instrument to fight and defeat him and his angels---that is, the  “principalities and powers” under 
Satan’s authority! (Lu. 11.18-20; Rom. 16.20; Eph. 6.12-20; Rev. 12.7-12). Still the devil endeavors to defy God and 
vainly attempts to prove Him to be a liar: because he is deluded and deceived by sin! And thus, as soon as he found 
himself cast out of heaven to the earth, He aimed his arsenals of destruction at the church---“and the dragon stood 
before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as he was born” (Rev. 12.4). See 
here; when the devil failed to destroy the church under the Old Testament--- “the church in the wilderness” (Acts 
7.38), which had been instrumental in bringing Christ into the world, he then tried to destroy him as a baby under 
Herod’s rule, and later as man under the rule of Pilate and Caesar. He of course had miserably and foolishly failed at 
that, for Jesus was raised from the dead (resurrected) by the power of God on the third day and ascended back to the 
Father. But still blinded by pride and a powerful delusion, the “father of lies” aimed his weapons of destruction at the 
church that Jesus had set in order under the terms of the New Covenant (Acts 8.1-4; 9.1-2; 26.8-11; et al). 

  Still under the delusion that he might overturn the eternal plan of God, Satan has never ceased to roam about 
seeking to destroy the church that Christ has commissioned and empowered to testify of His redemptive and reconciling 
grace to the ends of the earth (2 Cor. 5.18-20; Mt. 28.19-20; Mk. 24.14). See what the prophet declared as he beheld 
the vision of God’s last days Zion, that is, the “woman clothed with the sun” and adorned with a “crown of twelve 
stars.”         

“And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the 
man child . . . And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause 
her to be carried away of the flood [i.e. overwhelmed by evil and persecution]. And the earth [i.e., sympathetic 
political governments and non-believers] helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed 
up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth. And the dragon was wroth (enraged) with the woman, and 
went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony 
of Jesus Christ” [the “remnant” here is the restored Zion of the last days] (Rev. 12.13-17).       

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop
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Called---Convicted---Converted---Consecrated---
Crucified and Set Free!

(Note:This message was preached by the Presiding Bishop on November 3, 2007 
during the Youth Convention in Cleveland. It has been expanded and edited 

for this issue of the paper)

One of the primary objectives in this present 
restoration of the church has been to restore the doctrine 
and experience of what it means to be truly converted. 
We have felt a special call to do this---to proclaim and to 
cultivate the right conditions under which sinners might be 
truly reconciled to God and transformed by His power into 
His perfect image; for this is the very ground and purpose 
for which Christ founded the church (cf. Jn 17.6-26; Eph. 
4.11-16; Col. 1.9-28). 
 This restoration became necessary because, for 
years, there had been a general “falling away” in evangelical 
Christianity from the doctrine and spiritual conditions 
upon which true conversions are made, and this “falling 
away” eventually began to affect our former fellowship. 
Sadly, these conditions were allowed to prevail until finally 
it led to compromise and a “watered-down” view of the 
new birth and salvation. The buildings and organization 
remain to this day, but the true doctrine of Christ has 
been distorted, and the spiritual power and former glory 
of that fellowship is departed. Doctrinal error and worldly 
lifestyles crept in and spoiled the divine life and prophetic 
vision of that fellowship. Serious and sober-minded 
ministers and members had to eventually acknowledge 
that the “glory had departed” from that fellowship, which 
in turn left the saints with no alternative (if they desired 
to fully please the Lord) to take action in April 2004 
to restore the doctrine, life, and power of the church. 
 Let us then examine here the nature and results 
of true biblical and spiritual conversions. How do I know 
that I am converted? How do others know I am converted? 
What are the simple principles and results of true biblical 
conversion? How does conversion relate to sanctification? 
What are the evidences and results of sanctification? In 
answer to these important questions, it should be noted that 
there are a number of terms in the Bible that denote and 
assume conversion. Some of them are: “new birth,” “born 
again,” “saved,“ “justified,” “regenerated,” “reconciled,” 
“quickened,” “new life,” “transformed,” “adopted,” and 
“resurrected.”  These different terms are designed to point up 
some particular aspect of the same experience---conversion, 
turning from sin and turning to God. Likewise, there are 
a number of terms that denote and define sanctification, 
particularly in regard to inbred sin. Some of these are: 

“died” (to sin), “destroyed” (the carnal nature), “crucified” 
(the “old man”), “consecrated,” “purified,” “cleansed,” 
“holiness,” et al. 
 The term conversion denotes one side of a two-sided 
experience: it is the flip-side of regeneration. Regeneration 
signifies the inner change and transformation of the 
heart and affections; conversion points to the outward 
change and actions---the commitment to a God-
directed path going forward. But whatever term is used-
--conversion or regeneration, it points to the same spiritual 
transformation: an experience so radical that the person, so 
affected, is no longer considered the same person. He is 
therefore called a “new creature” in Christ Jesus, in which 
“old things pass away, and, behold, all things become 
new.” Again, the apostle says, “if any man be in Christ 
he is a new creature.” The same apostle emphasizes that 
this experience is nothing less than the miraculous work of 
God. Thus, he declares, “all things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Christ Jesus, and hath given to 
us this ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5.17-19). 

Spiritually Called and Drawn to God
        
 Conversion is the outward action caused by an 
inward motivation, and this inner motivation is prompted 
by the Holy Ghost. In other words, no one is truly converted 
except the Spirit of God is the inspired cause and motivator. 
The Spirit calls and draws men to God (Rom. 8.28-30; 9.23; 
1 Cor. 1.24-29). Jesus said no man cometh to the Father 
except His Spirit draw him, and “no man cometh to me, 
except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will 
raise him up at the last day” (Jn. 6.44). And again, “If I be 
lifted up, I will draw all men to me” (12.32). 
            This drawing men to Christ is the special work of 
the Holy Ghost. In John 16.7-15, Jesus elaborates upon the 
work of the Holy Ghost in the spiritual process:    

Nevertheless, I tell you the truth; It is expedient 
for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, 
I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he 
will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not 
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on me; Of righteousness, because I go to the Father, 
and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the 
prince of this world is judged. I have many yet 
many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall 
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, 
that shall he speak: and I will shew you things to 
come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that 
the Father hath are mine: therefore, said I, that he 
shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

Convicted!

 Substituting the word “convict” in v. 8 of this 
passage for “reprove” seems to convey the meaning of 
the original Greek word, elencho, more clearly. In either 
case, the literal meaning is that the Holy Spirit “exposes” 
or “discovers” the sin of the person to himself. This is 
precisely the definition of conviction that we received years 
ago in our Bible Training School in our former fellowship: 
“Conviction is a divine revelation of the righteous judgment 
of God.” When conviction overtakes the transgressor, there 
is the thundering of an inner voice that says, “Guilty! 
Guilty! Guilty!” The convicted sinner is thus arrested by 
the Spirit of God for crimes committed against God and 
man. His rebellion finally comes down on his head; his 
conscience smites him! Conviction brings him to a moment 
of truth. He confesses, “I am a sinner”; “Woe is me, for I am 
undone” (Is. 6.5), and “we are all as an unclean thing, and 
all our righteousness is as filthy rags” (64.6). The sinner 
acknowledges in word and emotion that he is judged by 
the Almighty God and found wanting. He senses within 
himself the “sentence of death”---eternal separation from 
God in everlasting torment. This awful revelation brings 
the transgressor immediately to a crisis, in which he either 
bows his knees in repentance or else stiffens himself more 
rebelliously against the Spirit’s call to repent and to submit 
to the will of God and to be reconciled to His holiness. 
        Plainly, no one can be saved without first being 
convicted of his or her sin. David’s experience recorded in 
Psalm 51 is typical. He confessed to God “my sin is ever 
before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done 
this evil in thy sight.” Having acknowledged his sin, he 
cries out, “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy 
lovingkindness: according . . . to thy tender mercies blot out 
my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin.” 
 To refuse to acknowledge one’s sins makes true 
repentance impossible. In many cases this rebellion 
is manifested in self-righteousness. It was this self-
righteousness that Jesus confronted and reprimanded in the 
Jewish church in John 8.2-9. He therefore endeavored to 

convince the members of their own sin. On this particular 
occasion a certain woman was caught in the very act of 
adultery, and the Pharisees used the occasion to try to 
trap Jesus in some tricky religious philosophy. But Jesus 
seemed to ignore them and stooped down and wrote with 
His finger in the sand. We do not know exactly what He 
wrote, but, whatever it was, the Scripture says it “convicted 
their consciences” and “one by one, beginning at the eldest, 
even to the last [of them] they went out.” What I want us 
to see here is that, while conviction is necessary for true 
repentance to be made, conviction alone will not save and 
change you. Unless conviction is received and followed by 
a spirit of humility and mournfulness for transgression, true 
repentance cannot be made, and a spiritual transformation 
will not take place. We see this clearly in the life of King 
Belshazzar in Babylon in Daniel 5. His rebellion against 
God, and the abominations into which he led his people:
to profane the holy vessels of divine worship---brought 
down the swift judgment of the Almighty on him and his 
kingdom. Right in the middle of their party and drunken 
affair, there appeared supernaturally on the wall of the great 
palace the “fingers of a man’s hand.” And the fingers wrote 
MENE MENE TEKEL UPHARSIN (“thou art weighed 
and found wanting”). Immediately great conviction seized 
the king; his “countenance changed” (God wiped the 
inebriated grin from his face);“his thoughts troubled him” 
so much so that the joints of his “loins were loosed (his hip 
joints gave way) and his knees smote one against another.” 
Yet, in all of this, Belshazzar refused to repent, and in a 
little while was slain.        
 So we see that conviction alone does not save 
us. We must acknowledge the righteousness of God and 
yield to conviction, and let the Spirit soften our hearts 
to bring us to the point of “godly sorrow”---not merely 
to be “remorseful” or “regretful” but truly and sincerely 
sorrowful. Then “godly sorrow” will reveal more deeply 
our sin of unbelief and separation from God. Jesus said the 
Holy Spirit has come to “convict the world of sin . . . of sin, 
because they believe not on me” (Jn. 16.9). This unbelief 
here does not signify merely a lack of mental or intellectual 
assent to Christ’s existence and work, but a lack of heartfelt 
and quickening faith which alone can transform the sinner 
(Rom. 4.13-22; 5.1-2; Eph. 2.8). Jesus said, “This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” 
(Jn. 6.29). It is thus that the Spirit illuminates sin and brings 
about within the sinner an acute sense of his own sinfulness 
(Rom. 7.13-25), so that true repentance can then be made. 
 Observe, unbelief is a chief sin in man. Other kinds 
of sin even the ungodly seem to discern and acknowledge, 
including adultery, theft, murder, and indeed almost all 
forms of evil. Even the laws of the land acknowledge these 
sins, and prescribe laws and punishments against them. But 
only the Holy Ghost can convince the sinner of the great 
sin of unbelief---that of refusing to confess and to receive 
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Jesus as Savior and Lord! (1 Cor. 12.3). Unbelief is the 
most despicable of all sins because it is rooted in a spirit 
of stubbornness, rebellion, and lying deception. The full 
revelation of why God hates so sin is hidden in the mystery 
of His infinite nature, but it includes certainly the affront 
against His honor and dignity as God. When we commit 
a sin it shows a weakness in us, but unbelief insinuates a 
weakness in God. The act of fornication primarily dishonors 
the fornicator (for he “sins against his own body”), but 
unbelief dishonors God! The fact that God is our Maker 
and we are merely clay seems to be the ground of His 
anger against this kind of sin. It is the most blatant form 
of rebellion. It is as if the sinner is saying to God, “Who 
do you think You are to rule over me!” (cf. Prov. 1.24-31). 
To refuse to acknowledge and to submit to His sovereignty 
and lordship over us is indeed a great sin. Moreover, it 
makes God a liar, because we 
refuse to acknowledge the divine 
revelation recorded in His Word, 
especially in the light of His Son, 
Jesus Christ (cf. 1 Jn. 5.10-13). 
Unbelief is therefore blasphemy! 
           In any case, the work of 
the Holy Ghost is to “convince 
the world of sin.” And if we will 
allow the Holy Ghost to use us as ministers and witnesses 
of the Gospel, we will be able also to convince sinners of 
their sins, and see them fall under the power of conviction. 
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 14.24 that true and effectual 
preaching or prophesying enables us to “convince the 
sinner” of his sin, and forthwith he is “judged of all.” And 
so also “the secrets of his heart will be made manifest; and 
so falling down on his face he will worship God” (v. 25). It 
is in this sense that we are credited with “[converting] the 
sinner” (Jas. 5.19-20). But it is God alone who does the 
actual dynamic, intrinsic work of regeneration through the 
proclamation of His Word---“The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul” (Ps. 19.7). The Hebrew writer thus 
declares, “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the dividing 
asunder of the soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” 
(Heb. 4.12). This kind of preaching is what caused Festus 
to cry out with a loud voice, “Paul, thou art beside thyself; 
much learning doth make thee mad.” And King Agrippa to 
say, “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” 
           Now the Holy Ghost will thoroughly convince the 
world of sin. First, He will convince the world of the fact of 
sin (that it is real and that we have indulged in it). Second, 
of the fault or error of sin (the fact that it is transgression 
against God’s holy and sovereign will and purpose). Third, 
that it is foolishness (and contrary to right reason and sound 
judgment, and thus destructive). Fourth, He convinces us of 
the filth of sin (that it makes us deplorable to God, and that 

He will finally, if we cling to it, vomit us out of His mouth, 
and cast us of out of His sight forever). Fifth, He reveals 
and convinces us of the fountain of sin (that it resides in 
man’s own heart and will). Sixth, He reveals and convinces 
us of the fruit of sin, that it degrades us, steals our dignity 
and integrity, and destroys our reputation. Seventh, He 
convinces us of the consequences of sin, which is fear and 
torment now, and eternal death and damnation in the life to 
come. We may be sure that the Holy Ghost is working even 
now toward these ends, revealing to sinners their judgment 
and eternal destiny. 
 Observe: all men are born under judgment, but 
all also have access to the Spirit’s revelation in Christ 
and God’s gracious plan of redemption in Him; yet the 
great majority ignore and suppress it. They refuse to 

acknowledge the grace and 
glory of the Cross, even deny 
and denounce it (cf. Rom. 
1.18-23; 2.14-16; 1 Cor. 
1.21-31; 2.2-16; 2 Cor. 4.4; 
Col. 1.25-28; 2.4-23; Titus 
2.11). This is what causes 
so much of their anguish 
and mental disorders. A 

medical doctor acknowledged to me some years ago that 
he believed more than eighty percent of the problems of his 
patients is psychosomatic; that is, problems that began in 
their heads rather than in their bodies. My own experience 
in counseling with people through the years inclines me 
to agree with the doctor. The great majority of physical 
problems are apparently spiritual in origin. Moreover, 
contrary to Sigmund Freud and modern psychology, we 
believe that most psychological problems originate in sin, 
not in the practical side of childhood. They are born in our 
rebellious hearts against the will of God, and flourish in 
weak faith and spiritual slumber. The sinner’s problem is 
not that he hates his mother or father, but that he primarily 
hates and rejects God, particularly the lordship of Christ 
over his life.                  
         

True Conversion and its Results

 Now when we come under conviction and humble 
ourselves before the Lord, we will experience “godly 
sorrow,” and godly sorrow brings about “true repentance.” 
And true repentance then effects in us divine justification, 
and justification peace and sanctification, and sanctification 
joy, power, holiness, gladness, sound-mindedness, and 
victory and freedom! Hear the apostle: “For godly sorrow 
worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: 
but the sorrow of the world worketh death. For behold 
this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, 
what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of 
yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what 

“Observe: all men are born under judgment, 
but all have access to the Spirit’s revelation in 
Christ and God’s gracious plan of redemption 
in Him; yet the great majority ignore and sup-
press it. They refuse to acknowledge the grace and 
glory of the Cross, even deny and denounce it.”
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vehement desire, yea, what zeal,  yea, what revenge!” (2 
Cor. 7.10-11). And again, “being justified by faith we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 
5.1). The prophet Isaiah said, “Therefore the redeemed of 
the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; 
and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall 
obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall 
flee away.” And “with joy shall ye draw water out of the 
wells of salvation.” And again “Sing unto the Lord . . . Cry 
out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy 
One of Israel in the midst of thee.” 
 Now observe the manifest results of true biblical 
repentance and full salvation: those who are restored and 
transformed by the power of the Gospel sing, shout, clap 
their hands, and joy is upon heads; they weep and cry out; 
have spiritual dreams and visions; fall down upon their 
faces; leap and run and dance in the Spirit; and they stagger 
under His powerful influence like drunk men . . . (cf. Job 
38.7; Ps. 47.1; 65.13; 149.3; 150.4; 132.9; Is. 52.9; 54.1; 
61.10-11; Jer. 31.13; Joel 2.28-29; Zeph. 3.14; Zech. 9.9; 
Acts 2.2-18; et al). Not everyone acts alike, of course, but 
there are manifest evidences in all who are transformed by 
the power of God into His image and likeness!

Sanctified (Consecrated) and Set Free!

 We’ve stated that the results of real conversion 
among other things is freedom. But freedom is not wholly 
realized except in sanctification. So conversion is the 
first work of grace in preparation for the second work of 
sanctification; and this second work of grace, like the first, 
is instantaneous and complete. Jesus said, “Verily I say 
unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 
[But] If the Son make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (Jn. 
8.36). Now you cannot have sin in your heart and be free 
at the same time. Sin brings bondage and torment. There is 
freedom in Christ from sin, not in sin. This is the reason the 
redeemed acted the way they did in the biblical narratives! 
They were liberated! delivered from doubt, depression, 
peer pressure, inferiority complexes---the “I-am-nothing” 
complex, and delivered also from life’s bruises, broken-
heartedness, sex abuse, various addictions and a thousand 
other maladies. Most importantly they were “made free” 
and triumphant over the works of the flesh: jealousy, 
pride, hatred, malice, envy, “loose lips” (slander, gossip, 
evil speaking) and all such things. All of these things were 
washed away in the Blood! 
          These deliverances were what made the believers 
shout and glorify God so boldly and freely! the essence of 
which also constituted the largest part of Jesus’ teaching 
and preaching in the Gospels. This was the thrust of His 
message in the Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 
5-7; see also 18.3; Lu. 18.9-14). The “Blesseds”---“poor in 
spirit,” “pure in heart,” and “mourners”---speak of men 

and women with a right attitude and disposition of the heart 
in order to be pardoned and sanctified. Jesus’ teaching in 
the Sermon on the Mount speaks plainly to these issues. 
For example, “Except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 
case enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 5.20). The 
Pharisees were extremely religious and maintained a certain 
legal morality; but their self-righteousness and religiosity 
without true spiritual transformation in Christ was the 
enemy of the Gospel and therefore could not please God.              
 Observe, there must be first a standard of 
righteousness in actual biblical conversion---a standard 
that demonstrates what real conversion is and what is 
accomplished by it, that is, it will manifest the fruit 
of righteousness. The depth of our conversions will 
correspond to the content and standard of righteousness 
that we proclaim. If we preach that Christ cannot perfectly 
set sinners free from sin in regeneration and sanctification-
--instantaneously and completely! then the sinner will not 
seek, nor expect, to be delivered perfectly and instantly from 
his sin. He will pray and seek God for pardon but not for 
immediate and full deliverance in a second definite work of 
grace---namely, sanctification. The confused believer will 
therefore believe and practice a “sinning religion.” There 
must be first therefore “the acknowledgment of the truth!” 
(2 Tim. 2.25; Titus 1.1). 
 See here: there are two instantaneous works of 
grace---regeneration (conversion) and sanctification. The 
first is wrought in the sinner, the second in the Christian, 
in the pardoned believer. For a sinner cannot be sanctified; 
he must first be pardoned in order to stand justified before 
the Lord; then the justified believer may be sanctified. The 
truth is that Jesus’ blood has the power to set men free 
presently, completely and forever from the power and stain 
of sin (Jn. 8.34-36; 17.17). Glory to God! Consecration is 
the work of the believer, in which he prepares himself for 
the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that is, he lays his sins 
upon the altar before God and turns from them with all of 
his heart. To be plainer here about the nature of consecration 
and its relationship to sanctification and final salvation, 
let me further illustrate: a believer bound by the tobacco 
habit does not say “Lord if smoking these cigarettes is 
wrong, take them away from me.” Rather he acknowledges 
(through the revelation of the Holy Spirit and the Word of 
God) that smoking is carnal and sinful and displeases the 
Lord, and forthwith lays the destructive weed upon the altar 
and pleads for God’s grace to be delivered from its power.
 When true salvation is thus proclaimed and 
received, the pardoned believer, now hungry for complete 
transformation into God’s glorious image, will consecrate 
himself to be fully cleansed and set free from the power 
of the “old man!” Only in instantaneous cleansing---in the 
eradication of the old sinful nature---are the full benefits of 
the Cross realized.         

---WHP
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Southern Regional California Convention
  The southern California regional 
convention convened in Rialto on June 22-
23. It was a great blessing to everyone who 
attended. The presence of the Lord was felt 
from beginning to end! Our regional overseer 
Bishop Joseph Steele, did a great job  planning 
and directing the convention. The theme was 
“The Nature of the Bride: The Countryside 
Woman/ The Woman of the Fields/ The 
Woman of the Harvest.” The preaching was 
powerful and heartfelt, and also the prayer and 
worship sessions and the altar calls. Brother 
Steele took the occasion of the convention 
to introduce our new regional newsletter 
called, La Novia Paisana (“The Bride of the 
Fields”), which includes regional news and 
information and dates of upcoming events, 

etc. as well as instructional material for the work of the church. Bishop Anton Burnette was our International 
Offices Representative. He preached an inspiring message and also provided us with tools on how to share the 
Gospel through social media. The Lord blessed us with a record breaking attendance of 201, May the Lord 
continue to bless His people!      

           --- Celina Abrego, reporter

 A keynote message on the convention theme, “The Nature of the Bride: La Paisana,” was preached during 
each of the four sessions. These sermons were in the following order, “Look Upon the Landscape” by Sister 
Fatima Valadez,  “Rebekah: the Serving, Working Nature of the Bride” by Roberto Lopez; “Sun Darkened Yet 
Comely: the Shulamite Bride” by Alex Jaramillo; and lastly, “Called From the Fields: When the Fiancée Becomes 
the Wife” by Josue Hernandez. The main focus was from the book of Ruth, chapter 2. Ruth typifies the nature 
of the Bride of Christ, and Boaz, the kinsman redeemer, typifies Christ, especially in the pre-wedding, betrothal 
stage of their relationship. Ruth was a foreigner (a Gentile), an immigrant to the land of Israel and a daughter 
given to the fields. She exemplified La Paisana, the field worker bride. This is the adopted name of our regional 
newsletter, La Novia Paisana, which has an obvious correlation to California. 
         As previously mentioned, the regional newsletter will serve as a training tool as well as an informative 
periodical. Future subjects for this resource include “Organizing a Mission,” “Conducting a Local Business 
Conference,” “Working in the Altar,” and “The Function and Purpose of Men’s Ministries.” 
          We had a need in our region for the Holy Ghost to breakthrough and breakdown obstacles that the enemy 
had cast against us. We were not disappointed. During the Saturday morning session, the Holy Spirit took control 
and melted our hearts during prayer and worship which lasted for a period of time. We needed a right spiritual 
condition of heart for the Lord to work in some new ways.
 The overseer made several structural changes in our leadership. He added a third district, comprising the 
four Los Angeles area churches, and placed them under the leadership of Bishop Juan Avila. We also inaugurated 
a Couples’ Ministry to serve the need of strengthening our marriages. It should be mentioned also that Brother 
Anton Burnette was again a great blessing to our region before, during, and after the convention.

                                                                                                       Joseph Steele, regional overseer, reporter
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Southern Regional California Convention

Youth  Worship

Altar service

Praise and Worship

Ladies March Children’s worship

Consecreation
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South Carolina Convention
  The annual Convention for the “Carolinas Region” was held July 13-14 in 
Greenville, South Carolina. The convention opened with congregational singing led by 
Michael George and the Greenville church.  The night included a VOZ and Ladies Retreat 
boost by Wanda Busbee, a special song by Becky Land, and an instrumental solo by 
Chrystal Martinez.  The night concluded with an inspiring sermon by our headquarters 
representative, Bishop Anton Burnette.  
  The Saturday morning services began with a devotion led by our Regional 
Youth directors, Gavan McDonald and Katie Busbee. Sister Katie led the congregation 
in singing followed by an instrumental by Chrystal Martinez and an inspiring sermon 
by Gavan McDonald on having the mind of Christ and walking as Christ walked. This 
was followed by a “Youth Camp Boost” from director Marie Llaneza and the reading of 
the “Finance Report” by Donna Shirley.  The service concluded with a special song by 
Babs Sullivan followed by the overseer’s annual address. Brother Sullivan encouraged 
everyone to stay focused on preaching the Word.  If the message is changed, nothing else 
we do matters.  If we change the message, we become “salt that has lost its saltiness” 

which is “good for nothing.” The morning service was followed by a meal at “Mutt’s 
BBQ” honoring the regional ministers, regional staff, and their families.  
 The final session began with a devotional led by Babs Sullivan and the West Pelzer church.  This was followed 
by a Mission update and wonderful sermon by International Missions Director, Scott Neill.  Brother Neill encouraged 
the church to seek the power of God for “without Him we can do nothing.”  
 This was followed by a special song by Becky Land of the Greenville church and 
another powerful sermon by Brother Burnette.  During his two sermons, Brother Burnette 
encouraged the church to go and preach the gospel as well as share the message of the 
church with other Christians.  
 The convention concluded with the appointment of pastors and state staff. I 
believe all left freshly encouraged to share the Gospel of Christ and the message of the 
church.  

                                                                           Bruce Sullivan,  Regional Reporter
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Mid-East Convention
 From the sound of the gavel which opened the 
convention to the end of the convention the Holy Ghost was 
prevalent. Bishop L.W. Carter prepared a well-organized 
program and moderated. The pastors and ministers preached 
with powerful anointing. Positive remarks by several of the 
members and friends seemed to speak for everyone, namely, 
that it was “the best convention ever,” “awesome” and the 
list goes on. 
 We were privileged to have Daron Miller and his 
wife Kim from the International Offices. He preached under 
the anointing and we had one young man saved. His is the 
fiancée of one of our church girls and had never been saved. 
There was an increase in attendance over last year and we 
were privileged to have all of the former regional overseers 
in attendance. The overseers challenged us all to try to win 
a soul to the Lord this year and a New Fields director was 
appointed to try to get a new church in our region this year. 
We left the convention with a greater zeal to work harder for 
the Lord and the church this year.

                   ---Wilma Carter, reporter  
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Tennessee Convention

  The Tennessee State Convention convened at the church in 
Crossville TN on June 29-30. The theme was “Looking Unto Jesus”.  
We began Friday night with our Youth Program led by State Youth 
director, Daniel Green.  We were blessed with great congregational 
and special singing and a message driving home the importance for 
our youth to focus on Christ and to avoid the distractions of the world.  
Saturday brought boosts for church auxiliaries as well messages from 
Brother Anton Burnette with a focus on looking unto Jesus in the church.  
Brother Daron Miller blessed us with a message of looking unto Jesus 
in our Evangelism.  Brother Rick Ferrell delivered his annual address 
that focused on looking unto Jesus by preaching the Word and doing the 
work of an evangelist.  We praise the Lord that Brother Lamar Green 
from Crab Orchard followed the leading 
of the Lord and joined the church by 
covenant. He has been a faithful member 
of the church for 50 years (in our former 

fellowship) and felt the call of the Lord leading him to Zion.  We were blessed to 
have Bishop Phillips as our headquarters representative. He encouraged the church 
to continue looking ahead and pressing forward by telling the world who Jesus is 
and also sharing the revelation of who the church is. The children’s program was 
led by Lisa Dunn and was followed with a powerful altar service in which one of 
our children received the baptism with the Holy Ghost evidenced by speaking in 
tongues. This was a glory-filled weekend of the Word of the Lord and fellowship 
of the church. We praise the Lord for the manifestation of His presence.  
 
                                                                ---Rick Ferrell, reporter
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Zion Assembly in Columbus MS celebrated Children’s Day in connection 
with VBS beginning on June 1st. We had seven children and four adults. The 
lesson was on “Armed with the Word” taught by Morgan Pounders. We sang 
worship songs, had crafts (decorating armor), and played bubble war to help 
us memorize the Bible verse. We had snacks before going home at 8:00 p.m. 
 Saturday morning we all returned and had two more children with us. There 
were three adults and nine children. The lesson was on “Armed with Prayer” taught 
by Nicole Pounders. After worship, we decorated banners and made a prayer 
journal. Then, we had a boot camp obstacle course. The children loved it!  It was so 
much fun! We ended at noon with a meal that included hot dogs, chips, and drinks.
 Sunday morning, Lane Pounders (10 years old) taught the children’s Sunday school 
class supervised by Julie Pounders. There were 14 children and 6 adults present for 
Sunday school. For worship service, Cecil Pounders opened service and turned it over to 
the children. We marched in and on to the stage singing the “Armed and Ready” victory 

chant.  Once on stage, the children sang and moved along with “I am a Christian”. They recited Ephesians 6.11. The children 
then worshiped and sang the following songs with congregation ,“Keep on the firing line” “I’m on the battlefield” “We are 
united in Jesus Christ”, “ I’m in the Lord’s Army”, and “I went to the enemy’s camp”. The lesson was taught by Reagan 
Pounders on “Armed with Boldness.” A puppet show on wearing God’s armor and being bold was organized by Morgan 
Pounders. Then the children performed a drama to “War” by Charles Jenkins which was led by Stephanie Herring, Jessica 
Flowers, and Morgan Pounders. Following the service, everyone was invited to a meal of pizza and homemade ice cream.

                                       --- Reagan E. Pounders, reporter

Children’s Day in Zion

 The children at Pulaski were “Armed and Ready” for Children’s Day. Dawson Walls was dressed as a soldier to 
demonstrate what it means to have on the whole armor of God. Tina Glover taught from Ephesians 6.11. Lisa Dunn taught 
from 1 Samuel 17.45-46. Skits were performed by the children showing how to stand against the darts of the wicked. The 
song “My God Fights for Me” was used for these skits. Liam Dunn, a 3 year-old sang a solo titled “All My Hope Is In Jesus”. 
Laedyn Glover led in worship singing “We  Are United in Jesus Christ”. Following the program the children enjoyed a great 
lunch followed by water games.           ---Lisa Dunn, reporter
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Anaheim, CA

 Chestnut Hill, TN celebrated Children’s Day on Memorial Day weekend with the theme “Armed and Ready.” The 
church hosted a breakfast for the children that morning and then our program featured three of our veterans who spoke on 
being armed and ready.  Brothers Sam Monday, Lamar Green, and Andrew Jones were our speakers.  The children sang and 
did a special presentation with the song “Soldier” by Unspoken.  All the children received a special treat bag in celebration.  
It was a great day to celebrate our children.  
                       --- Kara Spicer, reporter

Crossville, TN

 Children’s Day was a blessing in Anaheim, CA. Our children led in the entire service. They even served as ushers! 
The Spirit of God moved in a such a way that even the adults came to the altar in tears. There is no greater blessing 
than seeing the children being used by the Holy Ghost.  They conducted a play with the theme, “God is in Control” to 
teach us that no matter what happens in our life God will always be in control. We thank the Lord for what he is doing 
with the Children in Zion Assembly.                                                                                                                                                 
            --- Eric Avila, reporter
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Ladies Day Celebrated in Northern California

“OF USE to the MASTER” (2 Tim. 2:21) was this year’s theme for our Ladies Days in the Northern California Region.  La-
dies Day was convened on April 21st in the central valley at the Madera church.  Then on May 12th it was held in the central 
coast area at the home of Priscilla Pompa, our regional Women’s Ministry director.  We had a wonderful time of fellowship, 
worship, and learning. All the ladies left for home desiring to be vessels of honor “prepared for every good work.”
                  ---Pricilla Pompa, reporter  

         Vicki Neill, our General Treasurer and the wife of our World 
Mission director, recently fulfilled a monumental task---she completed 
her post-graduate work and received her Ph.D degree (Doctor of 
Philosophy) in professional counseling from Liberty University in 
Virginia. She had previously received a Bachelor of Science degree 
in education/psychology from the University of South Carolina and 
a Master’s degree in education/counseling from Clemson University. 
 We are reminded her of the apostle’s admonition: “And whether 
one member . . . be honored, all the members rejoice with [him/her].”           
This achievement by Sister Neill will be a spiritual as well as practical 
blessing to the church as we press forward together to fulfill the 
church’s mission in the world. Her services as a professional counselor 
will touch the lives of many in the Greenville area and neighboring 
communities.   
          Brother and Sister Neill were at the time of this writing packing 
up to move back to Greenville, South Carolina to assume the pastorate 
there. (They had established and served the church there previously for 
several years). The Neill’s had moved to Cleveland three years ago to 
work at the International Offices. Though assuming the pastoral role 

again in Greenville, Bishop Neill will continue to work closely with the Presiding Bishop and the International 
Offices.   

Rejoicing with a Fellow Member
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