
“Laboring Together with God . . .”
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Throwing Out the Lifeline---Rescuing the Perishing!

“Look on the fields: for they are white already to harvest” 
                                                     ---Jesus

 “How shall they [the nations] hear without a preacher? 
And how shall they preach except they be sent?”

                                                   ---Paul

“I must work  . . . while it is day: 
the night cometh when no man can work”

                                   ---Jesus

“Brethren, be not weary in well doing”
                                  ---Paul 
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Editorials . . .

            Great and Powerful Assembly

          A great many who were privileged to attend the recent General Assembly went away 
exclaiming that it was the greatest Assembly they had ever participated in and witnessed. There 
were several mighty outpourings of the Spirit, the first only minutes into the opening session. It was 
evident that the people came prayed-up and full of Spirit-inspired expectations. The attendance, 
enthusiasm, and offerings were all up! The preaching was anointed and on-target; the music and special singing were 
anointed and inspirational; the support ministries programs were instructional and inspired; the skits and dramas were 
powerful; the fellowship was full of brotherly love, kindness, and edifying exhortations; and a course was chartered by the 
Presiding Bishop and international leaders for Zion to move forward in the months and years ahead.
          It is no wonder, then, that many of our people were heard to say, “I wish we did not have to go home!” And “I wish 
the Assembly could just go on and on!” 
          A full report of the General Assembly will be featured in the next issue of the Voice of Zion.    

October Mission Drive: 
Stirring Ourselves and Laboring 

Tirelessly to Go Over the Top! 

            The recent Assembly, however great and inspirational it was, is now behind us and the mission of the church looms 
imposingly in front of us. Our churches and missions in the United States are to be commended for their outstanding efforts 
in the past few years in raising mission funds in our October World Mission Drive. We are expecting no less from our 
faithful ministers and mission workers in this up-coming drive! For we know that the hearts of our people are empathetic 
toward the desperate needs on the mission fields, and are keenly aware also of Jesus’ commission to the church and His 
expectations that we will fulfill it!
             We are trying to keep before our people the fact that the church’s mission will be fulfilled only by the whole church 
working together as “one man” under one divine government; indeed, all things are possible if we labor together as one body 
and under one divine administration. Understanding this is essential if we are to succeed in the great restoration  in which we 
are now heartily engaged. We must have a global vision in order to have global cooperation to fulfill our global mission.  
 I asked a question a few years ago during a world mission boost that is worth asking again here: “What is 2,000,000 
miles long and capable of encircling the earth more than 80 times, and capable of extending itself to the moon and back four 
times? The answer is the line of people in the world today who do not know Christ as their personal Savior. While these 
figures and images are staggering, they are almost certainly understatements. The figures are based on the calculation that 
more than four-fifths of the people on earth are not born-again Christians; and more than half of these have never heard that 
Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the world. 
 There are over 7 billion people in the world (7000 million) in 196 nations. And these people are further divided into 
more than 2000 tribes speaking over 250 major languages and 6800 dialects. Moreover, these numbers continue to increase 
exponentially every year. Our challenge is thus daunting, to be sure; but, nevertheless,  Jesus said, “Go . . . and, lo, I am with 
you.” That’s the key to our courage and hope and relentless pursuit of the mission that He has given to the church: “[we] 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.”        
            The cry of Jesus while He was on earth can still be heard, echoing down the corridors of time to this present hour: 
“The harvest is truly great!” “Go . . . teach all nations.” And again, “Give, and it shall be given unto; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over . . .”  

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop
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Satan’s Deceptive Strategy
Wade H. Phillips

          Satan knows that he cannot trip-up and defeat a wide-
awake, consecrated Christian: for sanctified believers who 
maintain their consecration will overcome the “wicked 
one,” and emerge finally “more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us” (Jn. 16.33; Rom. 8.37; 1 Jn.5.4-5; Rev. 
3.21; 12.11). So the devil works his crafty plan to cause 
believers to lose their consecration. He does this mainly 
by causing them to get sidetracked by worldly attractions, 
sensual pleasures, and the allure of material prosperity (Eph. 
6.12; Gal.5.16,19-21; 1 Cor.10.6; Col. 2.11; Heb. 9.13-14; 
Jas. 1.14; 2 Pet. 1.4; 1 Jn.2.15-17). 
          In order to accomplish his subtle scheme, Satan appears 
to us as “an angel of light” (2 Cor.11.14). Like the serpent 
in Eden, he slithers up next to us and says, “Yea hath God 
said.” His subtlety gives him great advantage to tempt and 
deceive. He’s like a chameleon that camouflages himself in 
order to move among us without detection. He makes sin 
appear to be good, danger to appear harmless, treachery to 
appear innocent, and evil to appear beautiful. He sets his 
deceptive traps for unsuspecting and naïve believers---for 
sleepy-headed and lukewarm Christians: for he knows “the 
net [is spread in vain] in the sight of any bird” (Prov.1.17). 
He thus works craftily undercover, contriving his ambushes 
against spiritually sluggish believers. 
           
“Love not the World, neither the things of the World”

        One of the most powerful temptations for believers 
today is the allure of material prosperity---the love of things! 
The Word of God has forewarned us by the example of the 
Laodiceans that many will forsake the Lord or else render 
Him only half-hearted service, becoming preoccupied with 
seeking after material things; which things in turn become 
their real treasure. Recall the Lord’s words, 

“For where your treasure is, there will be your 
heart also” (Lu. 12.34). 

And again, 

“Because you say, I am rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing; and do not 
know that you are wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked” (Rev. 3.17).   

          We are informed later in the great vision of the 
apostle John that the world in the last days will become 
engulfed in the evils of materialism. The “merchants of the 

earth will wax rich through the abundance of the delicacies 
[luxuries]” of the Babylonian system---the pagan economic 
system of this present world. For the people [many of them 
lukewarm and backslidden Christians] will have plunged 
headlong into the world of material prosperity, living in 
ease and luxury. That’s why they will greatly mourn and 
bewail when God brings judgment down on this worldly 
system. Read and discern:

“And the kings of the earth, who have . . . lived 
deliciously [luxuriously] with her [the pagan 
Babylonian system], shall bewail her, and lament 
for her, when they shall see the smoke of her 
burning . . . And the merchants of the earth shall 
weep and mourn over her; for no man buys their 
merchandise any more: the merchandise of gold, 
and silver, and precious stones, and pearls, and 
fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and 
all thymine wood [every kind of citron wood], 
and all manner of vessels of ivory, and all manner 
of vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, 
and iron, and marble, and cinnamon, and odors 
[incense], and ointments [fragrant oils and 
perfumes], and frankincense, and wine, and oil, 
and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts [cattle], 
and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, 
and souls of men. And the fruits that thy soul 
lusted after are departed from thee, and all things 
which were dainty [rich] and goodly [dazzling, 
exquisite, first-class, plush, ornate] are departed 
from thee, and [you will] find them no more at 
all” (Rev. 18.9-14).      

What is in view here is a picture of the collapse of the 
world’s pagan economic system: a system that is reaching 
its full development even as we write this message. God 
will soon bring judgment down on this worldly system, 
and on everyone that is pulled into and entangled in its 
seductive trap. 

           
“Beware lest thou Forget”

         In studying Christian history, there is a pattern that 
stands out quite glaringly: God’s people most often forsook 
Him not in times of drought and persecution but in times of 
prosperity and peace. A classic case in point was the church 
during the reign of Constantine the Great in the fourth 
century. The favor of the emperor and the empire was the 
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church‘s downfall! Satan knows this, and thus creates a 
smoke screen of material prosperity so he can do his deadly 
work in turning the hearts of God’s people away from Him 
towards bigger and more elaborate houses, lavish furniture, 
finer automobiles, motorcycles, campers, boats, luxurious 
clothing, exotic appliances and household gadgets, money 
and larger saving accounts! Satan’s strategy is to offer 
Christians material prosperity in order to impoverish their 
souls and diminish their spirituality.            

“And it shall be, when the Lord thy God shall 
have brought thee into the land which He swore 
[promised] unto thy fathers . . . to give thee great 
[large] and goodly [beautiful] cities, which [you 
did not build], and houses full of all good things, 
which [you did not fill], and wells [you did not 
dig], vineyards and olive tress, which [you did 
not plant]; when [you have eaten and are full], 
then beware lest thou forget the Lord . . . who 
brought thee from the house of bandage” (Deut. 
6.10-12; see also 4.4-9; 8.7-14; Rev. 3.14-18).  

        There is of course nothing wrong or evil in becoming 
prosperous and successful. Not at all if the believer is not 
primarily seeking those things---that is, if he rather seeks 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Mt. 6.33), 
and is faithful in tithing and generous in giving offerings. 
Jesus warned us, saying, “Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness: for a man’s life consists not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesses.” Then after giving this 
admonition and warning, our Lord followed it with a 
parable lesson in Luke 12.16-21.      

“The ground of a certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, 
What shall I do, because I have no room where to 
bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do I 
will pull down my barns, and build greater; and 
there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 
And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take your ease, 
eat, drink and be merry. But God said unto him, 
Thou fool, this night, thy soul shall be required 
of thee; then whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided? So is he that lays up treasure 
for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

How clear is our Lord’s teaching! We should take care first 
to make sure we are rich toward God---that our hearts are 
pure and that we love the Lord with all of our mind, and 
heart, and strength; and that the fulfillment of the church’s 
mission to the nations is given priority in our lives. In fact, 
we are to take “no thought for the morrow: for the morrow 
shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the 

day is the evil thereof” (Mt. 6.34; see also vv. 25-33). In a 
word, we are not to be preoccupied with or worried about 
the things of this world. If we put God first, He will surely 
take care of us.
          We are to be preoccupied rather with the things of 
God, particularly with building God’s house and fulfilling 
the church’s mission: for souls are dying without Christ 
everyday---every moment!---and being cast into everlasting 
darkness and torment! It is no wonder then that our Lord 
sternly rebuked His people through the prophet Haggai for 
being preoccupied with their own houses and prosperity 
while the house of God laid waste! 

“Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your ceiled 
[paneled] houses, and this house [My temple] lay 
waste? Now therefore thus says the Lord of hosts; 
Consider your ways. You have sown much, and 
bring in little; you eat, but you have not enough; 
you drink, but you are not filled with drink; you 
clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that 
earns wages earns [them] to put into a bag with 
holes . . . You looked for much, and, lo, it came to 
little; and when you brought it home, I did blow 
upon it. Why?  . . . Because of mine house that is 
waste, and you run every man unto his own house. 
Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, 
and the earth from her fruit.” (Hag. 1.4-5). 

Material things simply cannot satisfy the longing of the 
soul. It takes surrender and communion with God. It takes 
giving of ourselves and our means to spread the word 
of God’s kingdom and fulfill the church’s mission to all 
nations! In this way, we may “rest in our labors” and “our 
hearts [will be] filled with His joy!” The Lord’s promise, 
“And lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world”,  presupposes our willingness to engage zealously 
in the fulfillment of the Great Commission (Mt. 28.19-20).  
             Finally brethren, let us not be ignorant of Satan’s 
deceptive methods---his devices! But rather, let us 

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, seeking 
whom he may devour: whom resist steadfast in 
the faith . . . [and] the God of all grace, who has 
called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after you have suffered a while, make you perfect, 
stablish [confirm], strengthen, settle you” (1 Pet. 
5.8-10).  

And again, 

“If you will be perfect [fully renewed and formed 
in the image of God], go sell that you have, and 
give to the poor; and you will have treasure in the 
heavens” (Mt. 19.21; see also Lu.12.33). 
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The Cost of True Discipleship
   David Gomba

Mission Representative for
 Zimbabwe, Zambia

 “If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24). The multitude  
that followed Jesus were warned that indifference to God’s 
work was unacceptable. Service must be rendered to God 
despite any opposition that might be encountered. Personal 
sacrifice must be willingly given, and expected. This is 
what we learn from the story of Elijah and Elisha. True 
discipleship is voluntary, but not without a high price to 
pay for it. Ties with the old life must be severed, and we 
must “run” after our Master (I Kings 19-21).
 Whoever will follow Christ must be willing 
“…to hate his father, and mother, and wife, and children, 
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also.” 
Otherwise, Jesus said, “he cannot be my disciple.” This is 
a strong command, and demands a lot. Some have heard 
this command and immediately denied their profession of 
faith, and turned away from following Christ. But are we to 
actually hate our own family and brethren? Jesus certainly 
did not mean we were to have malice in our hearts toward 
our family. The proper meaning of “hate” in this passage 
is a “lesser love.” Our love and devotion to God must be 
the purest and highest affection in our lives. In fact, there 
is to be no neglect of love and affection for our family and 
brethren; but, still, it must never be above the deep, moving 
worship that belongs to God and God alone. When affection 
for our family becomes worship, then that affection has 
become idolatry: for then family affection has stolen what 
belongs to God. In this respect, then, we are to love God 
supremely (Matthew 10:37). This command of Jesus---to 
love God above all---is therefore no license for anyone to 
neglect his family and his earthly duties under the guise of 
serving God. Anyone truly serving God is diligent to care 
for his family, both in regard to their physical and spiritual 
needs.
 God’s commands are righteous and just. There is 
nothing that has precedence over the will of God; for His 
will is of prime importance, so much so that there can be no 
excuse for not obeying it. Under the law, the Israelites were 
commanded to slay anyone who would dare to discourage 
another from serving God, or who would be guilty of  enticing 
one to serve idols. If a member of one’s family were guilty of 
such acts he was to be slain (Deuteronomy 13:6-10). Under 
the dispensation of grace we are commanded to separate 
ourselves as much as possible from any hindrances which 

would tend to keep us from serving God. Once we “set our 
hands to the plow,” we are not to look back! (Luke 9:62).
 Jesus admonished His followers to consider the 
cost of discipleship. Momentary enthusiasm and superficial 
zeal are not good enough. The decision for enlistment in the 
service of God is to be as deliberate as that of a man who 
contemplates the cost of building a tower. Before he builds 
he should decide the amount of materials that he will need, 
the proper tools and his ability to use them, and whether 
he has sufficient means to buy all that is needed to finish 
the job (Luke 14:28-30). Entering a life of service to God 
and the church includes first experiencing justification, 
sanctification, and the baptism with the Holy Ghost. These 
can be obtained only through the price of much prayer and 
consecration. The foundation of salvation is Christ and the 
beginning of that salvation is justification, which is having 
our sins forgiven by the efficacy of Christ’s blood. We are 
to build upon that divine foundation as wise master-builders 
(I Corinthians 3:10-13).
 Another important part of the building is 
sanctification, the second work of grace, which removes 
the Adamic nature from the believer’s heart and soul. This 
is true liberty in Christ---freedom from inbred sin (John 
8:34-36). Still there is more to be added to the building. The 
empowerment and anointing of the Holy Ghost received 
through the experience of Christ’s mighty Pentecostal 
baptism. This baptism with the Spirit enables us to proclaim 
the Gospel to the ends of the earth, and for the church to be 
ready for the rapture and the marriage supper of the Lamb.
 Consecrations must be made for disciples of Jesus to 
be enabled to live as overcomers, and to successfully finish 
their course. Any attempt to follow Jesus with anything less 
than these experiences, or to try to avoid the consecrations 
that will bring these experiences about, will surely end 
in defeat! A person not fully equipped spiritually for the 
journey will fail, and that person’s neighbor will mock 
him and say, “This man began to build and was not able to 
finish.” Peter, speaking of those who started but failed to 
finish, said, “It had been better for them not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, 
to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them” 
(2 Peter 2:21). It has been said that God only requires our 
reasonable service. This is true, but this “reasonable service” 
signifies the sacrifice of our entire selves---spirit, soul, and 
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body. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with 
all thy mind…” (Luke 10:27) “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service” (Romans 12:1). This is the minimum 
requirement for serving God. “So likewise ye; when ye 
shall have done all those things which are commanded you, 
say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done which was 
our duty to do” (Luke 17:10).
 We are to give our most heartfelt loyalty to the 
cause of Christ, and our undying devotion to Him. The best 
of the works of our hands belongs to the promotion of His 
kingdom and the up-building of His church. Our enthusiasm, 
our health, our purpose of life, and our ability to work are 
all due to His 
grace and power. 
Victory is within 
our reach. What 
we may lack in 
wisdom, strength, 
power, or anything 
else, God’s grace 
will provide in 
a measure more 
sufficient than 
we need (James 
1:5). Willingness 
and consecrated 
affections to do 
the will of God 
are the keynotes 
for following 
Jesus. He who 
settles in his heart 
and mind once 
and for all, for time and eternity, that he will by the grace of 
God serve and follow Christ, has his eye on the finish line-
--on final victory!
 There are several Old Testament men and women 
who serve as examples of entire consecration---the kind the 
Lord requires of all who follow Him. There is the kind of 
consecration which manifests a degree of outward service, 
but more importantly is inner consecration, the kind that 
is made in the depths of the heart and soul unto God. 
This consecration cannot be counterfeited or superseded. 
Hannah is a good example of this consecration. She desired 
a child, prayed to God from the depths of her heart, but 
spoke no audible word. Eli, the priest, thought she was a 
drunk, and rebuked her. But Hannah promised the Lord that 
if He would bless her with a son, she would lend Him to the 
Lord all the days of his life. God answered her prayer, and 
she gave birth to a son. Hannah kept her vow to God, and 
Samuel served the Lord from his infancy until his death.

 David desired a threshing floor of Araunah, that he 
might use it for making a sacrifice to the Lord, Araunah 
freely offered it to David with the oxen and all other things 
that he might need to sacrifice to God. But David refused to 
take it as a free gift. David said, “Neither will I offer burnt 
offering unto the Lord my God of that which doth cost me 
nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24). God accepted David’s offering 
and He answered his prayers. These are examples of the 
entire consecration that is required to be a true disciple of 
Christ. God’s commands are very specific against offering 
an offering to God that is blemished or imperfect. “And 
whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the 
Lord to accomplish his vow, or a free will offering in beeves 
or sheep, it shall be perfect to be accepted; there shall be 
no blemish therein (Leviticus 22:21). “Blind, or broken, or 

maimed, or having 
a wen, or scurvy, 
or scabbed, ye 
shall not offer these 
unto the Lord…” 
(v.22). Thus in the 
Levitical types are 
found the truth that 
God requires---a 
perfect sacrifice. 
Jesus Christ was the 
perfect sacrifice for 
our sins; and also we 
are to offer a perfect 
sacrifice---a  perfect 
consecration---to 
God before we shall 
be wholly pleasing 
to Him.
 What is perfect 
c o n s e c r a t i o n ? 

We learn from the example of Jesus what it is. “In burnt 
offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 
Then said I, Lo, I come, in the volume of the book it is 
written of me, to do thy will, O God” (Hebrews 10:6,7). 
To do the will of God is what Jesus came to do, and that is 
the perfect sacrifice (Psalm 50:7-14). Nothing else is going 
to suffice, and anything less than consecration to do the 
whole will of God is a scurvy  (defective) offering, that 
will not be acceptable to God. It is comparable to trying 
to conquer an army without proper planning or sufficient 
forces. This was Israel’s downfall, a blemished offering. 
Halfhearted service and unconsecrated discipleship were 
the best Israel seemed to be able to give. They were 
“a stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation 
that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not 
steadfast with God” (Psalm 78:8). “They kept not the 
covenant of God, and refused to walk in his law” (Psalm 
78:10). Israel did not make a complete consecration, that 
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“We are to give our most heartfelt loyalty to the cause of 
Christ, and our undying devotion to Him. The best of the 
works of our hands belongs to the promotion of His kingdom 
and the up-building of His church. Our enthusiasm, our 
health, our purpose of life, and our ability to work are all due 
to His grace and power. Victory is within our reach. What we 
may lack in wisdom, strength, power, or anything else, God’s 
grace will provide in a measure more sufficient than we need 
(James 1:5). Willingness and consecrated affections to do 
the will of God are the keynotes for following Jesus. He who 
settles in his heart and mind once and for all, for time and 
eternity, that he will by the grace of God serve and follow 
Christ, has his eye on the finish line---on final victory!”



Souls are Dying, Men are Crying Out!
The Needs Are Great Everywhere!

Can You Hear the “Macedonian” Calls?

8

 What more noble work could men be engaged in than that of missions---publishing 
the “Good News” to a hurting and suffering world. This is certainly the call and mission 
of Zion Assembly! It is calculated by mission boards that approximately 9 percent of 
the world’s population is English speaking; yet, 90 percent of the world’s truly born-
again Christians are to be found among this 9 percent, and only 10 percent among the far 
greater number who speak languages other than English. Moreover, more than 90 percent 
of the ordained evangelical preachers minister to the 9 percent, and only about 4 percent 
to the other 91 percent.
 We must do better that this in Zion Assembly. Our resources must be used to reap 
the great harvest that is before us. This is our mission---to work together as one body, 
reaching out to a world desperate for the very salvation that we have so freely received. Let 
us then give sacrificially and with heartfelt love, and labor together with great compassion 
for the salvation of lost souls, whom Satan is depriving of hearing the glorious Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. We can make a difference! But we must consecrate and commit ourselves to 
become a church with a vision---a church under the burden of the great commission: to 
publish and embody the Gospel of Christ throughout the world!

Jesus said: “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his 

harvest” (Luke 10:2).

Paul wrote: “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how

shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be
sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that publish the

gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” (Romans 10:14, 15).

October
World Mission Drive



 Jesus was a missionary-minded preacher. His focus was on the harvest, and to the harvest is where He 
directed our attention. He admonished His disciples; “Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they 
are white already!” There is no need for any other preparation work. God was made flesh in Christ, 
and the great atoning Sacrifice was made on Calvary. Then on the third day Jesus was resurrected for 
our justification. Thereafter He established and commissioned His church; and after His ascension, 
the Spirit was poured out and the church was empowered. One of the signs of this empowerment 
is “tongues like as fire.”  These “tongues” signify that every Spirit-baptized minister and believer 
now has  the ability to witness to the Gospel with anointed conviction and effect. The transforming 
powers of God’s kingdom are enacted, and the keys of the kingdom are given to the church.
        The Holy Spirit now fills the earth. Because of His outpoured universal presence in the world, 
there is now a sense of sin and judgment like never before (Jn. 16:7-11). Unlike in the Old Testament 
dispensation, there is now a universal consciousness of God’s presence, and thus a greater awareness 
and moral sense of right and wrong, of mercy and judgment, and of heaven and hell. This we may 
be sure of, for this was the work of the Father in the Son during Jesus’ earthly ministry (Jn. 5:36-47; 
6:29, 44-58, 63-65), and His work is now being revealed and illuminated through the Holy Spirit. 
It is the office work of the Spirit to convict sinners of sin, and to create a universal hunger and 
thirst for salvation---for reconciliation with God. The spirit goes before us into the mission fields!
        What then is lacking? Why is not more being accomplished---more quickly? The answer is 
that all of this divine work can only be effectively accomplished through the human instrumentality 
of the church. God has designed it that way. The church is the body of Christ---that is to say, the 
church is His arms, legs, eyes, ears, vocal chords, mouthpiece! The church baptizes in water, not 
God; the church performs marriages, not God; the church administers the Lord’s Supper, not God; 
the church preaches the Word, not God. Moreover, the ministers and members admit and exclude, 
bind and loose, in the outward operation and discipline of the church, not God. The Lord even 
chose “holy men” to write His sacred and eternal Word in Scripture.

 Yes, God is the Source of all things; He provides the divine energy; He is the designer and planner. 
But the ministers and members of the church are His instruments. He designed and commissioned 

the ark to be built, but God did not build it. He designed and commissioned the tabernacle to be built, 
but He did not build it. These divine projects were accomplished by the ministers and members of 

the church. God regenerates, but the ministers baptize and receive believers into the church. God makes 
a man and woman one flesh in marriage, but the ministers perform the outward ceremony. God calls and anoints 
the minister to preach, but the minister is duly set forth and commissioned by the church through the “laying on of 
hands.”
 It is this vision of the importance of the church that we are seeking to restore and to fulfill in Zion Assembly. 
The nature of the church and its mission must be understood before the mission can be fulfilled. We must see our 
“high calling in Christ Jesus.” We are in an exalted position, because  God has ordained it so; yet, because He has 
ordained it so, it is humbling; for we are what we are by the grace of God. His grace has raised us up to the status of 
the “body of Christ.” We are in some sense an extension of the incarnation of Christ, and especially the extension 
of His ministry. We have been given the “ministry and word of reconciliation,” and thus we implore sinners “in 
Christ’s stead” to be “reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:18-20).
 It is a sobering thought that God will not do what He has called us to do. We are confronted with the great 
need to reach the islands and nations with this vision of the church and the message of this restored Gospel-
--the message and vision that the Lord has given to Zion Assembly. But are we ready and willing to go? 
Who will say like the prophet Isaiah, “Here am I, Lord, send me.” Many of us do not have a special call on 
our lives to go to distant lands with this “Good News,” but we should be willing to send those who do. The 
inspired prophet declared, “the isles shall wait for me” [the church] (Is.60.9), but are we ready to provide 
the means for the ministers to go? For “how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And 
how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent?” (Rom.10:14-15)

            ---WHP   

The Fields Are Ready! ---Are We?
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Sunday School Outreach Campaign Days
Choose One---Reach Out!

  
  November  6, 2016
  November 13, 2016

“And Phillip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Isaiah, 
and said, understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How 
can I, except some man should guide me?” (Acts 8:30-31)

 

Outreach . . . . . .
Investing In the
Lives of Others
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This volume is available in hardback for $35.50 plus $5.00 S/H

You may order by sending your check to:
Zion Assembly Church of God International Offices

P.O. Box 2398
Cleveland, TN 37320

Let Us Rise Up and Build
 This book is now available in hardback as well as paperback. It 
consists of the first 12 annual addresses of Presiding Bishop, Wade H. 
Phillips, delivered before the General Assemblies in 2004-2015. It is 442 
pages with photos of the various Assembly sites and pictorial highlights of 
the several Assemblies in action. It has also a Scriptural index; a Content 
Directory, Foreword by World Mission Director, Scott E. Neill, and an 
Introduction by the Presiding Bishop. 

 Let Us Rise Up and Build has the distinction of being the first book 
published by Zion Assembly Church of God Publishing House. 

 The proceeds from Let Us Rise Up and Build are going 
entirely toward our world mission work and the general expenses of 
the International Offices.

Quest to Restore God’s House
 This volume is the first of a projected three-volume set on the 
history and theological development of the Church of God. It covers the 
background, origin and early development of the church between 1886 and 
1923. 

    
 The publishers noted that the book is “meticulously researched” and 
that it “breaks new ground at nearly every turn. Offering the most extensive 
analysis of the ministry and thought of R. G. Spurling.” The  author then 
“turns his attention to A.J. Tomlinson, [offering] what is clearly the most 
detailed examination to date of Tomlinson‘s life and ministry through 
1923.” 

 Finally, the publishers note that “Phillips’ work is destined to be the 
starting point for all future historiographies and theological analyses of the 
of the origins and early history of the Church of God.” 

 

This book is available in paperback for $19.95 and hardback for $24.95 plus $5.00 S/H
You may order by sending your check to:

Zion Assembly Church of God
P.O. Box 2398

Cleveland, TN 37320
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The Excitement of Our Mission
“Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And fear 
came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.  And all 
that believed were together, and had all things common;  And sold their possessions and 
goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.  And they, continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their 
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2:41-47)  

Have you ever tried to travel across the country 
without a map? I know some of you ladies reading this 
would probably like to elbow your husband right now, 
reminding him of how he seems to take off and travel 
without knowing for sure where he’s going. Actually, it’s 
not a smart idea to head off somewhere until you know 
which direction you’re supposed to go.

Have you ever put a 1,000-piece jigsaw puzzle 
together? I do not really get excited at the thought of tackling 
one, but I know the secret is to first get a look at the picture 
you’re trying to “assemble”. Without “visualizing the goal” 
it’s virtually impossible to put together the puzzle.

In the same way, we need to “visualize the goal” 
of where we’re to go as a church. We need to make sure 
that we see the true picture of the church and its mission, 
the biblical picture, because a lot of distorted images, are 
floating around in the religious world. 
        Let’s learn from the following illustrations of football 
teams:

TEAM #1: The team can be seen huddled together on the 
sideline before the game, heads bowed in prayer with the 
coach in the middle. Suddenly they give a great cheer, and 
the coach trots out on to the field by himself, while the 
other players go and sit on the bench. Now, as a sideline 
reporter, you go up to a 300-pound offensive guard and ask 
him, “What’s the coach doing out there?” “Oh,” the guard 
replies, “he’s going to play today.” “All by himself?” you 
ask. The guard explains: “Sure, why not? He’s had a lot 
more experience and training than the rest of us. We’ve got 
a lot of rookies on this team and we might make mistakes. 
Anyway, they pay the coach well. And look at the huge crowd 
that’s come to watch him play!” Of course, as the opposing 
team kicks off, the coach catches the ball, valiantly charges 
up-field, but is buried under eleven opposing tacklers. He’s 
carried off half-conscious. Does this sound crazy? The 
same is true with the church. God has called all of us to 
serve together. God has given us pastors and teachers and 

leaders, but their role is primarily to EQUIP the members to 
do the work of the ministry (Eph.4:11). Never is the pastor 
or staff supposed to be “carrying the ball” on every play 
and doing all the work.
TEAM #2: This team realizes they all have to be players, 
so they’re on the field in a huddle. They huddle, and 
huddle, and huddle. The referee calls a penalty for delaying 
the game and moves the ball back five yards, but the team 
STILL huddles, and huddles. The referee calls penalty after 
penalty, until finally the ball is moved all the way back to 
their own goal line. The quarterback then yells back to the 
sidelines, “Hey, coach! This is the greatest huddle I’ve ever 
been in, What a group of guys! We have the best fellowship...
and some of these guys are amazing students of the play 
book...some have memorized over a hundred plays! We 
learn so much in these huddles!” But they hollered back to 
the quarterback, asking him, “But why don’t you get up on 
the line and play?” He responds, “Why should we? What 
we want is bigger and better huddles! Besides, this way no 
one gets hurt. It’s safe. It’s comfortable. And it makes us 
really feel good to be huddled together.”

TEAM #3: This team brings every player out on to the field, 
and breaks out of its huddle, just like a team is supposed 
to. However, instead of lining up against the opposing 
squad, they break into groups of two or three, arguing with 
one another. As the referees call a penalty for delay of the 
game and are moving the ball backwards, you run out on 
to the field and ask one of the players, “What’s wrong?” 
The player, walking off the field in disgust, explains, “That 
bunch of complainers can never agree on anything! Those 
two over there are arguing over the color of the uniforms. 
A couple of others are quarreling over the right way to 
kneel in the huddle, and I’m quitting because I can pass a 
lot better than that other guy, but they won’t let me be the 
quarterback.”

TEAM #4: Is on its way to the playoffs: They’re all playing 
together. They’re huddling, slapping each other on the 

Scott Neill
World Mission Secretary
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back, but then they get into position. Each player carries 
out his own assignment, and soon they score a touchdown, 
then another, and another. Afterwards, in the locker room 
they’re exhausted, bruised, but happy.

Which team is the one we want to follow? Your right, TEAM 
#4! The picture is much bigger than just an illustration. I 
want us to look at the REAL picture, looking at the church 
in Acts 2.   

 NINE CHARACTERISTICS OF A DYNAMIC, 
MISSION-MINDED CHURCH

1) THERE WAS A HUNGER TO HEAR FROM GOD.

Acts.2:41, 42 – “Then they that gladly received his word,…
And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 

There was a continued commitment. A mission-
minded, mission-oriented church stays connected with 
God. They were listening to what God was saying, studying 
the Scriptures, listening to the apostles’ teaching and they 
were learning from one another, enjoying one another’s 
company (fellowshipping) and they were breaking bread 
together.  And they were praying! 
      This “breaking bread” has three meanings: a) fellowship---
they were eating together, b) missions---they were breaking 
bread in the sense of making sure everyone had something 
to eat, helping meet one another’s needs, c) worship---They 
were worshiping together, breaking bread as in observing 
the Lord’s Supper.

2) THERE WAS AN EXCITING SENSE OF WONDER 
AND ANTICIPATION.

Acts 2:43- “And fear came upon every soul…”  
Fear (phobias) does not mean terror or fright. It 

means... a holy sense of God’s presence, a consciousness 
that God is working, a reverence for God and for what 
is happening with a sense of awe and wonder. We must 
recognize that God is at work all around us. We must 
constantly be in awe of his power, and constantly amazed 
at the privilege to be eye-witnesses of how God is working. 
The church of Acts wasn’t just “going through the motions,” 
they were aggressively serving Him and were excitedly 
anticipating seeing Him work in them and through them.

3) THERE WAS UNEXPLAINED BLESSINGS 
OCCURRING.

Acts 2:43 – “…and many wonders and signs were done by 
the apostles.”  

Let me ask you a question, If everything can be 
explained by our own plans and strategies, where’s God? 
Yes it is true, “God things” are happening...things which can 
only be explained by the fact that God did it. It’s important 
for us to realize that “God things” are going to happen when 
God is exalted and allowed preeminence, because, after all, 

it is His church and His mission.  We must operate therefore  
in His power to accomplish His mission in the world.

4) THERE WAS A WARM SENSE OF COMMUNITY 
AND BELONGING.

Acts 2:44-45-  The church in Acts went out of their way to 
be supportive of one another, to experience life together, 
to rely on one another. We must demonstrate that we are a 
church that is loving, warm, accepting of people who need 
salvation and willing to be supportive of people as they are 
growing in their relationship with God.

5) THERE WAS AN OUTWARD FOCUS.
Acts 2:46 – “And they, continuing daily…breaking bread 
from house to house…and having favour with all the 
people…”  The church in Acts set the example and moved 
beyond their walls and impacted their community. They 
worshiped in the temple, prayed and attended the regular 
hours of worship and prayers. They moved from the temple 
into  their homes, going from house to house. They shared 
together in fellowship meals and in observing the Lord’s 
Supper, remembering their Lord’s death. Their worshipping 
was with gladness and singleness of heart. (The word 
“singleness” (aphelotçti) means sincere, without hardness. 
Their hearts were soft and tender, easily touched and giving. 
There was no selfishness or withholding on their part. 
Where there was need, they gave.) Their focus was beyond 
the walls of a building, beyond the “comfortableness” of 
just being around one another. Someone anonymously 
penned: “For God so loved the world, not just a few...the 
wise and great, the noble and the true...or those of favored 
class or rank or hue...God loved the world. Do you?”

6) THERE WAS GLADNESS AND LAUGHTER.

Acts 2:46- “…did eat their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart.” 

Unfortunately, many have an image in their minds 
of the Church as being stern, always serious, “no-fun” 
folks.

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. was a member of 
the United States Supreme Court for thirty 
years. His mind, wit and work earned him the 
unofficial title as ‘the greatest justice since John 
Marshall.’ Yet, at one point when asked why 
he chose the legal profession as a career, he 
confessed: ‘I might have entered the ministry 
if certain clergymen I knew had not looked and 
acted so much like undertakers.’

     A church that loves and honors God can be a “fun 
church,” and those that attend should demonstrate the joy 
of the Lord. The church members were not just “going 
through the motions,” they didn’t pretend to be anyone other 

Continued on page 15



14

                     Nicaragua Up-date

 “My beloved brethren, God continues to bless the work in Nicaragua, and we praise Him 
for the glorious accomplishments in recent months and years in Zion Assembly. We are fully 
committed to the will of the Lord.

 “On Sunday July 17, 2016, we celebrated in Managua the 4th anniversary of the church in 
this capital city. Recognition was given to Church Minister Justa Pastora Flores of Rivas City.

 

           “We prayed that the Lord would bless the General Assembly, and so were glad to hear of all the good reports. Now 
pray for our National Convention that God will be exalted.  It will be held February 11-12, 2017.  We are trusting in the Lord 
that the International Offices will send a representative.
 “Everyone here sends greetings to Bishop Scott Neill, our World Mission director, and to our beloved Presiding 
Bishop, Wade Phillips. May the Lord bless you and also all the saints abundantly and keep you by His grace.”
                                                                    
                                                                                                                                   Iván Freddy García
                     National Overseer

                     Nicaragua Up-date

 “My beloved brethren, God continues to bless the work in Nicaragua, and we praise Him 
for the glorious accomplishments in recent months and years in Zion Assembly. We are fully 
committed to the will of the Lord.

 “On Sunday July 17, 2016, we celebrated in Managua the 4th anniversary of the church in 
this capital city. Recognition was given to Church Minister Justa Pastora Flores of Rivas City.

“We also celebrated Children’s Day. It turned out to 
be a beautiful and festive time in the Lord.

“We are starting the construction of a church building 
and  parsonage near our national office in Managua.  We 
desire your prayers that the Lord will open to us His favor 
and provide all the necessary materials. After all, He is 
owner of all the gold and silver--- ‘the silver is mine, and 
the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts’  (Hag. 2: 8).



“The Cost of Discipleship”
Continued from page 7

which was required to see them through to victory, and 
the result was that they failed to achieve the goal. They 
were finally “cut off” (Matthew 21:43; Romans 11:7-23).
 Peter was once bold in his claim that he would 
follow Jesus to death, if necessary. It was but a few hours 
later that he denied the Lord three times. This denial 
caused Peter much sorrow and soul-searching. By God’s 
grace he repented and renewed his vows to God, and so 
consecrated himself to serve God that he never failed again. 
Peter became a great hero of the faith, and served the Lord 
faithfully to the end of his life. Paul’s exhortation to the 
Romans should always be born in mind: “Neither yield your 
members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but 
yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness 
unto God” (Romans 6:13).
 To rebuild and restore the church has been costly. 
Many of us in Zion Assembly have had to pay a price! 
Many had invested a lot in their former organizations and 
fellowships, in regard to time, finance, and sacrificial work. 
But we have been compelled by the Holy Ghost to do this--
to restore the church and the right message of the kingdom 
of God. The Spirit has driven us to do this---to restore the  
church and the right message of the kingdom of God. The 
Spirit has driven us to go forward in the truth, and this 
has required many of us to leave behind many temporal 
and material investments that we had made in our former 
organizations. This has been the price of true discipleship! 
It has been necessary in order to restore the church and to 
show and proclaim to the world that judgment is coming.
 Since childhood I was a member of the Mennonite 
church; all of my service to the Lord was through the 
Mennonite church. But when the time had come for the 
restoration and rebuilding of the true church of God, under 
the government of Zion Assembly, I said I have to leave 
our buildings, nice vehicles, and other luxurious things 
behind, in order to pave the way for the true proclamation 
of the kingdom of God. I received a vision of the church, 
and the truth being taught in Zion Assembly Church of God 
according to the Bible. And the Bible is our rule of faith, 
practice, and discipline.
 Certainly there is a price to pay. Yes, join us, and 
march together with the saints towards Zion, the mountain 
of the Lord. But before joining in this march, make sure 
you are ready to pay the price! Jesus’ admonition is: “So 
likewise whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that 
he has, he cannot be my disciple.” Consider the cost! There 
is a price to pay; and pay it we must, if we will obtain all 
that God has for us. But know this also: if we are willing to 
pay the  price, great will be our reward in heaven, as well 
on earth!
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than who they were. They were honest, truthful, and truly 
believed and practiced what they supported. It has been 
well said, “If you’re not doing it, you don’t really believe 
it.” The church is made up of real, authentic folks---folks 
who recognize we were all sinners but now are saved by 
God’s wonderful and glorious grace. Not only do we know 
WHO we are, we know WHOSE we are. The world needs 
the church to be real, without “airs,” and humble rather than 
perched on a pedestal. Let the world not be afraid to ask us 
questions to get answers, because they need to understand 
that a very REAL God honors integrity, honesty, sincerity.

7) THEIR WORSHIP WAS CELEBRATIVE.

Acts 2:47--- They were “praising God...”  
Worship that honors God is always reverent, but 

never “stuffy,” never rigid, but rather celebrative. The church 
of Acts loved the Lord so much they could not keep from 
smiling, from clapping, from rejoicing, from celebrating. 
They looked forward to praising God and letting the world 
know how good He had been to them.

8) THEY HAD A GOOD REPUTATION IN THE 
COMMUNITY.

Acts 2:47--- “...and having favor with all the people...”
     No, we’re not going to agree with everybody and 
everybody is not going to agree with us; no, we’re not 
going to be liked or treated well by everybody, but as God’s 
church we are still going to respect everybody, and in God’s 
power we’re going to show love to everybody. An old quote  
says: “People don’t care what we know until they know that 
we care.”

AND...AS A RESULT OF THESE FIRST EIGHT
CHARACTERISTICS BEING PRESENT…

It was the Lord that did the adding! Acts 2:47---
– “And the Lord added to the church daily such as should 
be saved.” It was God who was adding to their number; but 
He did it through the ministers (2 Cor. 11.2). His presence 
within them, and His power worked through them.
     Jesus entrusted the church to an untrained, unlikely band 
of disciples, whom He defended, prayed for, and prepared 
to spread the gospel. To outsiders, the church can appear 
awkward, Jesus, the architect of the church, knows she is 
destined for greatness when He returns...and He’s counting 
on us to carry out His mission. As we prepare for the return 
of our Lord, I invite you to get in on the excitement.  Our 
October World Mission Drive will propel our work deeper 
into regions that we have not yet reached. The mission drive 
will be successful with your help!

“The Excitement of Our Mission”
Continued from page 13
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