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There is no Sin, no Transgression, no 
Disease, no Affliction, no amount of Pain 

and Suffering, that is beyond the pale 
of the healing power of Christ’s mighty 

Atonement!    



 New International Property Purchased
        We are pleased to report that the business property next door to our International Ministries Complex--namely, 
Lloyd’s Used Cars (top left)---has been purchased by the church for $160,000. This acquisition was finalized on 
January 27, 2016. We agreed to allow the business to continue to operate until August in order to give the former 
owner time to close out his business. He has been in business there for 25 years. 
         The acquisition of this property will provide additional parking space for the church, and room in the future 
to construct an Assembly tabernacle. The property is a little more than three-quarters of an acre and increases our 
International Properties to about three and one-third acres. This is enough land area to fulfill our entire vision for 
our International Ministries Complex---which will include the International Offices, School of Ministry and Bible 
College, and an Assembly Tabernacle. Praise the Lord!  
         Financially, we obtained a loan for a little less than $220,000 (which had been approved by the special-called 
Minister‘s Council on January 16, 2016). This included the pay-off of our existing indebtedness (about $90,000) and 
the purchase price of the new property ($160,000). The church was able to put $30,000 down on the loan, which has 
left us owing about $220,000.   
      Our plan for the on-going development of the property---which will be presented to the General Assembly in 
September---is, first of all, to pay-off the existing loan; second, to build on the west side of the property the two-
story extension for additional office space, fellowship hall, and Bible college facilities (this has been approved by the 
Assembly already); and third, to construct on the east side of the property an Assembly tabernacle. 
       How quickly we will be able to do all of this and fulfill our vision for the International Ministries Complex 
will depend on our on-going numerical and financial growth. We are prepared to go forward on the principle of the 
apostle’s formula in 1 Corinthians 3.6---to “plant” and “water” and trust God for the “increase.”         

          NOTE: The messages in this issue (pp. 4-5, 10-15) by the Presiding Bishop first appeared in the 
   September 2006 and October 2012 editions. They have been up-dated and modified for this issue.

Editorials . . .
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Christ’s Commission to the Church: 
Can we fulfill it? If so, how?

Wade H. Phillips

 Evangelizing this great big world, baptizing those 
who repent and “teaching them to observe all things” that 
Christ commanded is the Magna Carta of Zion Assembly. It 
is a noble calling, but an enormous task. Just the thought of 
evangelizing seven billion people in 196 nations is seemingly 
an overwhelming challenge, especially when one considers 
how vast and complicated this world is, with its multiplicity 
of languages, cultures, political structures, economies, and 
diverse religions. Comprehending this complicated world 
has prompted many leaders to question the validity or literal-
ness of Christ’s commission recorded in Mt. 28.19-20. They 
quip: “How can the Great Commission possibly be fulfilled 
by frail and finite humans?” 

It is God’s Mission:
The Church is His Instrument

 The first thing to realize is that the mission belongs 
essentially to God—it is His mission! He sent His Son, and 
the Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit, to animate and 
energize the church to insure the fulfillment of this great 
task. The church is that “new sharp threshing instrument” 
prophesied in Isaiah 41.15.  Notwithstanding, the accom-
plishment of the mission rest ultimately on this: “God so 
loved the world!” and “Lo, I am with you!” The success of 
the mission will flow therefore out of God himself.

 Realizing this is the key to the successful fulfillment 
of the divine mission. The church is God’s instrument to ful-
fill the mission. God is the Great Architect of the mission, 
the Chief Bishop and the energizing force: He calls, empow-
ers, and bestows gifts on His ministers and faithful saints to 
accomplish the mission. Thus our duty in the church is clear: 
we must center ourselves in Him; become one with Him, so 
that His power—His anointing—pours out of Him into us, 
and through us to the world (Jn. 15.1-9; 17.20-23).

 This mystery was revealed by Jesus when He gave 
the great commission recorded in Mt.28:18-20. It will be 
noticed that He sandwiched the commission between two 
statements: “All power [authority] is given to me in heaven 
and earth” (v.18), and “lo, I am with you, even to the end of 
the world” (v.20). Clearly, Jesus is the source of our power 
and authority. Abiding or dwelling in Him is therefore the 
key to successfully accomplish our mission (or rather His 
mission!): “for,” He said, “without me ye can do nothing” 
(John 15:5). Again, Jesus said: “I AM the true vine, and my 
Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that bears 
not fruit he takes away: and every branch that bears fruit, he 

purges, that it may bring forth more fruit . . .  Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abides in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit . . . Ye have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in 
my name, he may give it you” (Jn 15:1-5, 16).

        Our day by day success in accomplishing the mission 
will therefore always depend essentially on this: are we abid-
ing in Christ? Are we cultivating a close relationship with 
Him through prayer and worship?  Are we loving Him, and 
receiving His love into us? Are we being obedient to Him? 
Are we proving our love by keeping His commandments?

 This is the same message that the apostle Paul 
preached to the Colossians, and to all the churches: namely, 
that the eternal mystery and plan of God the Father is re-
vealed in Christ: “In whom are hid all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). This same Jesus is the Head 
of the church, “from whom all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increases 
with the increase of God” (v.19). Therefore, “As ye have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him: Rooted and 
built up in him, and stablished in the faith . . . (vv. 6-7). And 
the great apostle continues, “If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, where Christ sits on the 
right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not 
on things on the earth . . . When Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory” (3:1-4).

 Jesus’ prayer for our perfect oneness with the Father 
through Him in love and holiness is so that we might fulfill 
the commission that He has given to us: “As thou hast sent 
me into the world, even so have I sent them into the world. 
And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be 
sanctified through the truth. Neither pray I for these alone, 
but for all them also which shall believe on me through 
their word; That they all may be one . . . (Jn. 17.17-23).

 There are three things that we should ask ourselves 
in contemplating the great task before us: Are we prepared 
to go? Are we ready to go? Are we willing to work?             
                                                                 

Are We Prepared to Go?
  

 First, are we spiritually prepared to “Go?” Are we 
consecrated? Are our hearts prepared? Are we convinced 
and committed? Do we have a vision? Jesus said, “Lift up 



your eyes, and look on the fields!” (Jn. 4:35). Then, are we 
prepared with the Word of God? Jesus said, “I have given 
them thy word” (17:14). Do we have the whole message—
the message of the sanctifying power of Christ. Jesus’ prayer 
is: “sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth” (v. 
17). Then, are we prepared for the opposition, the trials and 
hardships? Jesus said, this “world [will] hate [you], because 
[you] are not of the world, even as I am not of the world” 
(v.14; see also Mt. 10:22-28). 

Are We Ready to Go?

 The second thing to consider is the command, “Go!” 
Like Jonah, we have been “sent” to proclaim God’s mes-
sage to the heathen world. But too often, like Jonah, we flee 
from our responsibilities to act as God’s ambassadors in the 
world. God loves the world—every precious soul in it---and 
so should we! We must rid ourselves of the “Jonah spirit”—
of anything that resembles racial, cultural, political, or eco-
nomic prejudice. Red and yellow, black and white, rich and 
poor, king and commoner, all are precious in His sight! The 
soul of every Arab is just as important and valuable as the 
soul of every Jew! The souls 
of the elderly are just as valu-
able as the souls of the youth 
and children! 

 We must rid our-
selves also of any spirit of 
apathy, indifference, and  
lukewarmness. The com-
mand to Jonah was, “Arise, 
Go . . .” (Jonah 1:2). We also 
have been commanded by the prophetic Voice to “Go,”  and 
“to shake ourselves,” and “arise” to fulfill God’s mission in 
the earth. It will be noticed that these prophetic commands 
in Isaiah culminate in God’s missionary purpose: “How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that brings 
good tidings, that publishes peace; that brings good tidings 
of good, that publishes salvation; that says unto Zion, Thy 
God reigns! . . . The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the 
eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God” (Isa. 52:7, 10, 11).

 Before we can say to the nations, “Come,” we must 
“Go” to them. We must engage ourselves in this great mis-
sionary enterprise. It must become our primary business, for 
it is His primary business. Jesus said to His followers, who 
were begging Him to stay with them, “I must preach the 
kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent” 
(Lu.4:43). In John’s record, Jesus said, “As my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you, [and then] breathed on them 
[and said] receive ye the Holy Ghost” (Jn. 20:21-22). In this 
manner, He not only emphasized the urgency and divine 
nature of their mission, but assured them of His indwelling 
power to accomplish it!

                     Are We Willing to Work?

 Notwithstanding God’s indwelling presence and 
power in the church, we remain free moral agents. As such, 
we may be tempted to become lazy or lackadaisical and apa-
thetic. We should know that fulfilling the great commission 
is hard work and takes commitment. Jesus likened it to agri-
cultural work—to a farmer plowing his fields, sowing seed, 
cultivating, and nourishing his crops for harvest (Mt. 13:3-9; 
Lu. 8:5-15; Mk. 4:26-29). Jesus himself was a hard worker. 
In Jn. 4:34, He declared, “my meat is to do the will of Him 
who sent me, and to finish His work.”

 Farming is rewarding work, but it can be difficult 
at times—especially the plowing. Removing stumps, huge 
stones, and digging up roots to prepare the soil for seed is no 
easy task. One may be tempted in the midst of the difficulties 
to “look back”---to give up and return to the easy life, to the 
status quo of nominal faith and half-hearted involvement. 
It is for this reason that Jesus said, “No man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God” (Lu. 9:62). He warned that to follow Him would 
be costly and at times difficult, though in the end it will pay 

great dividends!
 The fact that our 

mission requires hard work 
is why we have so many 
admonitions in Scripture to 
persevere against the spirit 
of slumber, sluggishness 
and indifference. The wise 
man warned that “The 
sluggard will not plow by 

reason of the cold; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have 
nothing” (Prov. 20:4).
  We have a great opportunity coming up in the 
March World Mission Drive to show our love for the Lord 
and lost souls and to prove our willingness to fulfill Christ’s 
commission to the church. It will be an opportune time to 
put into practice the sincerity of our faith and profession. In 
a sense, when we raise money during these special mission 
drives we are buying souls! In fact, more than 25,000 souls 
have been saved through our missionary outreach! Money 
of course cannot save a soul but it can send missionaries and 
preachers to convert them (Rom. 10.13-15).
         We have been reminded just now of the saints in 
Nehemiah’s day, who rebuilt the walls of the City of God. 
Against great odds and fierce opposition they accomplished 
the seemingly impossible task. The key to their success is in 
the phrase, “for the people had a mind to work” (Neh. 4.6). 
Again the testimony that they “willingly offered themselves” 
shows the spirit that moved the people to fulfill the task. 
  Let us then, brethren, “not grow weary in well doing: 
for in due season we shall reap if we faint not” (Gal. 6.9).      
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“We must rid ourselves also of any spirit of apathy, 
indifference, and lukewarmness. The command to 
Jonah was, ‘Arise, Go . . .’ (Jonah 1:2). We also 
have been commanded by the prophetic Voice to 
‘Go,’  and ‘to shake ourselves,’  and ‘arise’ to fulfill 
God’s mission in the earth.”
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New Church Established in Highgrove

       
 
  Pastor Pete Sarry has led the way in the establishment of a local church in Highgrove, California not far from 
Riverside. While Brother Pete was serving as pastor in Rialto in 2011, he began to reach out in other communities. He 
sought the Lord through prayer and fasting to receive direction. In March 2012, the Lord opened a door when Pastor Sarry 
and his wife, Frances, met a married couple that had just begun their walk with the Lord. Jose and Josephina Valenzuela 
were not attending a church at that time, but expressed their willingness to open up their home for Sunday school. They were 
eager to learn and were excited because they wanted family and friends to receive Jesus as their personal Savior. Through 
this effort and God’s grace, a permanent Sunday school was soon established.
 We used our Sunday school material from Faith and Focus and began teaching the basic fundamentals of our faith. 
Pastor Pete’s father-in-law, Robert Jaramillo, helped to interpret the class in Spanish. In May, a children’s Sunday school 
class was added. At this point, we were ministering to approximately 20-25 people. One Sunday, Brother Pete talked with 
those in attendance about praying for the Lord to give us a building so we could expand the ministry. The Lord responded to 
our cry, and consequently in December 2012 we had our first Sunday school at the Norton Younglove Community Center. 
The capacity is about 150 with access to portable modules for teen and children classes. 
 Our Regional Overseer, Miguel Garcia Sr., visited with us in May 2013 and preached a wonderful message of 
encouragement. In this meeting, he established Highgrove as a mission and appointed Brother Sarry as the pastor. At this 
point, Brother Sarry was overseeing the Rialto church and also helping with the new work in Highgrove. 
 During this time our Presiding Bishop, Wade H. Phillips was promoting a “new impetus” in ministry. The question he 
posed in the Assembly in 2013 was “Where do we go from here, and how do we get there?” The Spirit of the Lord impressed 

us to reach out in our communities to proclaim the Word of God 
indiscriminately---with grace and without pre-judging people, 
and yet without compromising the doctrinal standards of the 
church. Highgrove got in the spirit of this “new impetus!” 
          We have a wonderful young couple at Highgrove, Alex 
Jaramillo and his wife, Danae. This couple is very zealous, 
capable and willing to work. They became very active in 
outreach. Through them, many doors have opened. They are 
being trained to possibly take over the business of the local 
newspaper. The progress of the mission at Highgrove was so 
wonderful that Pastor Sarry agreed with Bishop Garcia that it 
was time to organize it as a fully functioning local church. This 
was done on January 10, 2016. The church was set in order 
with 10 covenant members, and the average attendance is about 

30-35. In December we had two special events related to Christmas themes each of which attracted about 60 in attendance. 
TO GOD BE THE GLORY!                                                                                                            
                  Frances Sarry, reporter
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“and you shall be witnesses unto me . . . 
unto the uttermost part of the earth”

                                                        ---Jesus 

March
 World Mission

Drive       

“Bringing Forth the Harvest”

Our work is laid out before us. The inspired prophet wrote: “Declare His 
glory among the nations [heathen], His wonders among all peoples (Ps. 96.3). 
And again, “Ask of Me, and I will give you the nations [heathen] for your 
inheritance, and the ends of the earth for your possession” (Ps. 2.8).      

Jesus said, “Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already 
for harvest” (Jn. 4.35). 
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 The cry of every heart in Zion should be that 
the Lord would help us grow both spiritually and 
numerically.  It is our Savior’s will that we do.  The 
Spirit said through Peter, “grow in grace.”  We must 
grow to fulfill the great commission!  Our body needs 
to be filled with apostolic power and glory to answer 
such a call.  If we listen closely we can hear the 
Macedonian call for help.  Then let our hands and feet 
be set in motion to accomplish our Father’s business.  
As we go we’ll become fruit-bearing branches, for we 
are connected to the True Vine. God’s increase will 
then rain down in the form of new converts.
 A strategy needs to be developed as we endeavor 
to fulfill our task. Souls are at stake and, therefore, 
failing is not an option.  Everyone in life has fallen short 
or made mistakes from time to time.  What is exciting 
to know is that God has outlined in the Scriptures a 
winning strategy that has never failed, nor ever will 
fail.  Paul confirmed this truth: “CHARITY NEVER 
FAILS!”  Charity is defined as love and benevolence, 
and is applicable to the Christian love feast, which was 
referred to in the early church as the Agape. Agape 
love is the highest form of love: it conquers all and 
transforms us into the image of the One who created us.
 The New Testament church had love feasts, 
that is, a common fellowship meal preceding the 
Lord’s Supper.  The love feast or Agape meal was 
an important aspect worship and fellowship in the 
early church. While the only explicit New Testament 
reference to the meal is found in Jude 1:12---“These are 
spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, 
feeding themselves without fear…”---yet by the second 
century the term agape was commonly used for this 
special meal.  By eating and fellowshipping with one 
another, opportunities can arise for witnessing.  Jesus 
ate with sinners.  He also told us, “when thou makest 
a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind:” 
(Lu.14:13) There are countless people out there that 
are deprived and broken who need communion with 
us to hear our message.  John said, “My little children, 
let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth” (1 Jn3:18). It is an opportunity for us to 
fill both their bellies with food and their souls with the 
Gospel.

 Love is the most powerful and prevailing force 
in our world.  It humbles kings, liberates the guilty, 
and sets the coldest hearts a blaze with the fire of the 
Holy Spirit. Truly, love can conquer all.  Solomon 
said, “Love is strong as death” (Song 8:6).  This 
statement was especially fulfilled in Christ.  Love 
was crucified, put in the grave, and rose 
again the third day.  He triumphed 
over Satan who held the power 
of death.  All God’s children 
prove love is strong as 
death by allowing their 
carnal nature to die 
and the new man to 
thrive.
 Negative 
circumstances 
cannot diminish 
God’s love.  
Paul was well 
a c q u a i n t e d 
with adversity.  
He suffered 
s h i p w r e c k s , 
was stoned and 
beaten.  Still, 
he experienced 
the deliverance of 
a loving Savior.  I 
believe that is why 
he said, “For I am 
persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom 8:38-39).  The devil would have great joy if we 
blamed God for our fiery trials.  In trying times we 
may tend to think that the Lord has forgotten us.  But 
God has said that He has not forgotten Zion, for He 
has graven His saints on the palms of His hands.  This 
is a constant reminder of His love for us.  Also, we 

Love---A Winning Strategy
Daren Childers
Owensboro, KY
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have an abiding reminder of our love for Him, for He 
has written His law on the tables of our hearts: and He 
has empowered us to keep His commandments.
 The Lord doesn’t want a one way 
relationship. His love is earnest towards us and He 
desires for us to show Him the same love in return.
 The church must pray-down this divine love 
and embody it. Simply admitting and confessing that 
we need this love is not enough. Take Peter for an 
example.  He claimed that he would not forsake the 
Lord.  He settled it in his mind, but it was not enough.  
During the Lord’s darkest hour he asked Peter to pray to 

keep from entering into temptation.  Sadly 
to say, Peter fell asleep.  The one 

thing he thought he would never 
do happened.  He denied and 

forsook Christ.
Prayer is the key to 

unlock charity.  No 
matter how much 

determination we 
have, it is sincere 
prayer that brings 
char i ty.  “But 
ye, beloved, 
building up 
yourselves on 
your most holy 
faith, praying 
in the Holy 
G h o s t ,  K e e p 
y o u r s e l v e s 

in the love of 
God, looking for 

the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ 

unto eternal life (Jude 
1:20-21).  We can only 

lay hold on and keep what 
we commit to God in prayer.  

Are we asking and seeking for His 
divine love?

 Our church growth hinges on the quality of our 
love. What are the characteristics of this agape love?  
Jesus commanded us to love one another as He loved 
us.  The scripture says, “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends”
(Jn.15:13).  He gave His precious life for us.  We 
too must have a sacrificial love for all mankind. By 
esteeming each other better than ourselves we prove 

His love is within us.  Truly, our calling is to serve 
one another in lowliness and with uttermost respect.  
Don’t let the needs of others go unnoticed, but be 
spontaneously attentive toward their needs, even if it 
costs you time, energy, and money.
 Not only was Christ’s love sacrificial, it was 
unconditional. Many times He was ridiculed for His 
teachings and good nature.  Yet in spite of wicked 
remarks and bad behavior toward His ministry, He still 
loved His enemies and opposers---and gave Himself 
for them.  Even when His accusers nailed Him to the 
cross, He asked the Father to forgive them of their 
ignorance and atrocities. His exhortation to us is: 
“Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you”
(Lu. 6:27).
 It’s imperative that we possess agape love not 
just phileo love. Phileo is a Greek word that describes 
family and common human love. It is a more or 
less reactive emotion that responds to kindness or 
appreciation.  This is the type of love that the world 
embodies. Sinners only love those who love them.  In 
regard to this kind of conditional love, Jesus said to the 
Pharisees, “What reward have you? Do not even the 
publicans the same?” (Mt.5.46). The perfect way to 
love and convince gainsayers is by manifesting God’s 
unconditional love.
 Aren’t we the body of Christ?   Then every 
member should possess God’s love! Indeed, it is 
imperative if we are to realize growth in the church, 
both spiritually and numerically.  Paul had a vision 
of the Church of Love, and thus stated: “From whom 
the whole body fitly joined together and compacted 
by that which every joint supplies, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, makes 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love” 
(Eph. 4:16).
 We can clearly see through this scripture that 
every member must be vibrant and full of charity in 
order for the church to have increase. If all our joints 
and parts are moving that means we are a living 
body. Solomon said, when one dies he knows nothing 
and his conditional love perishes with him.  We are 
alive in Zion Assembly, for our body is filled with 
fountains of living water.  But we must let this living 
water spring up from our souls and be poured out to a 
thirsty and dying world. God help us to allow Him to 
kindle the love that burns within our hearts so that it 
ignites within sinners the blessed hope of salvation!
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 The fall of man in Eden gave occasion for the 
birth and development of paganism---the rise of religious 
traditions that distort the image of the true and living God 
and pervert His revelation of right and wrong---and his 
perception of normal and abnormal. Paganism fostered 
polytheism (the idea of many gods), and this idolatry was 
passed on in its various forms from one generation to the 
next, and from one culture and empire to another---from 
ancient Sumer, to Babylon, to Persia, to India, to China, 
to Egypt, and from thence to Greece and Rome and the 
modern world. 
         Along with the idolatry of thousands of gods and 
goddesses, pagan cultures perverted the laws and moral 
principles of God revealed in the Holy Scriptures, 
substituting for them their own laws and traditions. Some 
of the practices that developed were that of men and women 
painting their faces, wearing luxurious and provocative 
clothing, adorning themselves with gold, pearls, jewels, 
and tattoos, which included in most cases mutilating their 
bodies in various ways.  
 Interestingly, while the majority of professing 
Christians see the evil in most pagan practices---for example, 
the worship of false gods and goddesses, fertility worship, 
and various forms of fornication; yet they fail to see the 
evil associated with using gaudy facial make-up, wearing 
expensive and provocative clothing, adorning themselves 
with jewelry, and mutilating their bodies with tattoos. And 
because they fail to discern the evil in these practices, they 
are lured into conformity with them.
           This is not to say that everyone who paints herself 
with lipstick, rough, mascara, etc. or adorns himself/
herself with jewelry or marks himself with tattoos is evil or 
purposively disobedient; indeed, many have simply fallen 
in with the cultural status quo, having grown up under the 
influences of a secular and worldly society. With many, the 
use of facial paint, the wearing of jewelry, and tattooing 
are simply learned behaviors; and thus they do not mean to 
personally offend God and defy His ordinances in regard 
to their dress and outward appearance. They simply have 
not been taught the more excellent lifestyle of holiness and 
godly behavior. 
 Notwithstanding man’s blindness and ignorance 
in regard to the things of God, the Scriptures are plain in 
teaching that the human body was created and designed 
by the Lord in to glorify Him in holiness, and He expects 
it to be maintained in saintliness and purity: for He has 
“fearfully and wonderfully made” us in His image (Gen. 
1.26-27; Ps. 139.14). Practices such as “body piercing”, 
piercing the ears, nose, and face, tattooing, and all forms 
of mutilating and disfiguring the body are of pagan origin 

and contrary to the spirit of holiness and biblical principles 
(Rom. 1.24-28; Lev. 19.28; 21.5; Deut. 14.1; Jer. 16.6; et 
al.); and therefore should have no place in the lives of those 
who profess to be followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.          
          It becomes incumbent upon the church therefore to 
teach believers, as well as sinners, the “more excellent way” 
(Rom. 2.18; 1 Cor. 12. 31; Phil. 1.9-10); which includes 
embodying the love of God and living in conformity with 
the “all things whatsoever” that Jesus and the apostles 
taught (Mt. 28.19-20; Jn. 15.14-15; Acts 20. 27; 1 Tm. 2.9-
10; 1 Pet. 3.1-5; et al.).         
          

The Rise of Paganism

           In his letter to the Romans, the apostle Paul shows 
plainly how paganism developed following man’s fall in 
the Garden. [For] that, when they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
Professing themselves wise, they became fools . . . wherefore 
God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of 
their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies  . . . who 
changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature more than the Creator . . . For this 
cause God gave them up unto vile affections . . . And even 
as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 
gave them over to a reprobate [depraved] mind, to do those 
things which are not convenient [which ought not to be 
done]; being filled with all unrighteousness . . . deceit . . . 
pride . . . arrogance  . . . depravity (Rom.1:21-29). 
          When the Lord created the earth and everything in 
it, He saw that it was good (Gen.1:31), that is, everything 
was good just the way the Lord had made it. But because 
man was now morally depraved and his power to reason 
was dulled, the Tempter was able to further seduce him into 
practices of disobedience and corruption---into habits that 
dishonored God and diminished the dignity of man. Man 
began to modify and corrupt everything that God had made, 
including God’s image and likeness in him (Gen. 1:26, 
27; 5:1, 2). Men’s disobedient behavior in turn invoked 
God’s judgment (Gen. 3:14). The only remedy for man’s 
redemption and restoration was the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (Gen. 3:15; Eph. 4:24-32; 6:1-17; Col. 3:10). 

Lipstick and Jewelry

  After his fall in Eden, man became progressively 
vain, and consequently began to distort and disfigure his 
natural look with gaudy facial paints, jewelry, tattoos, 
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etc. For, having lost the peace and joy of the Lord, and 
consequently the inward radiance and glory that once 
beautified his countenance and personal appearance, 
man realized he was “naked”; that is, the glory of the 
Lord which had covered him was now departed and he 
sensed his depravity and unattractiveness. Consequently 
the world’s first couple attempted to cover themselves by 
superficial means, beginning with fig leaves (Gen. 3.7-11). 
Sinners continued thereafter in a vain attempt to improve 
their appearance by focusing on the outward man; when, 
in fact, it was their inner nature that needed cleansed and 
beautified. In many instances, the superficial beautifying 
of one’s outward appearance was merely a psychological 
response to feeling ugly on the inside---and thus an attempt 
to cover up one’s sense of inward sin and uncleanness.          
           After the fall in Eden, the continual degeneration of 
man is revealed in Moses’ report in Genesis 6:5---And God 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually. But this trend is more explicitly shown 
later in the writings of the prophets and apostles (Jer. 4:30; 
Isa. 3.16-24; Ezek. 23:40; Rom. 1.21-29; 1 Tim. 2:9; 1 Pet. 
3:3; Rev. 17:5; et al). 
 The practice of painting one’s face and wearing 
jewelry was a weakness that more particularly affected 
women, but men encouraged the practice because of their 
own weaknesses---to consume it upon their lusts (Jas. 4:3, 
4); for the eyes of fallen men now lusted after what God had 
forbidden (Gen. 3:6, 12, 17; 6:1-5; 1 Tim. 2:14; 1 Pet.4:2-3; 
1 Jn. 2:16): and women allowed Satan occasion to tempt 
their vanity; consequently they conspired with him to lure 
men into disobedience 
and spiritual corruption. 
Indeed, women 
became easy prey for 
Satan’s wily scheme of 
seduction, allowing him 
to manipulate them to 
seduce men into a web 
of illicit and immoral 
relationships. And some 
of the principle aids 
for their seductions were facial paints---rouge, lipstick, 
mascara, etc.---exotic perfumes, and luxurious and 
provocative attire---the “attire of a harlot” (Prov. 6.25).  
          Solomon captured the spirit of women’s seductive 
power and man’s susceptibility to it. He warned men to 
avoid at all costs the tongue of a strange woman. Lust not 
after her beauty in your heart; neither let her take you with 
her eyelids. For by a whorish woman a man is brought to a 
piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious 
life (Prov. 6:24-26); and again, My son, keep my words, and 
lay up my commandments with you . . . That they may keep 
you from the strange woman . . . a woman with the attire 

of a harlot, and subtile of heart . . .[who says]. . . with 
impudent face . . . I have decked my bed with coverings and 
tapestry . . . with fine linen of Egypt. I have perfumed my 
bed . . . Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: 
let us solace ourselves with loves (7:1, 5-21). 
          Now read as Solomon shows the stupidity and 
judgment of the young man: He goes after her straightway, 
as an ox goes to the slaughter or as a fool to the correction 
of the stocks; Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird 
hastens to the snare, and knows not that it is for his life (vv. 
22-23). Thankfully the wise man also gives the remedy. 
Hearken unto me . . . O you children . . . Let not your heart 
decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths. For she has 
cast down many wounded; yea, many strong men have been 
slain by her. Her house is the way to hell, going down to the 
chambers of death (vv. 24-27).       
          Again, this is not to say that everyone who uses 
make-up and wears jewelry is a prostitute or a morally 
loose person. Indeed, there are millions of Christians who 
have been simply lured into these practices, unaware that 
they are falling short of fully displeasing to the Lord. But 
the fact remains that the practices are not in keeping with 
holiness principles, and confuse the pure and perfect image 
of God in man.   

Painted Eyes

          You painted your eyes (Ezek. 23:40); you rented 
your face with painting (Jer. 4:30), or literally you enlarged 
your eyes with paint. Painted lips and shaded eyes have 
always been associated with feminine seduction, sensuality, 
prostitution, defiance and worldliness (Prov. 6:25; 7:13-21; 

1 Jn. 2:16). The case of 
the infamous Jezebel 
accentuates this fact (2 
Kgs. 9.30-37). This is 
why even in the Roman 
Catholic tradition, saints 
are never depicted in 
lipstick and mascara, 
neither with gold, 
pearls, and jewels; for it 

is understood that plainness and simplicity better represent 
true spirituality and God’s holiness in believers than 
superficial “beauty” enhancements. 
          Now if the eyes are especially susceptible to be 
used to tempt and seduce, why give Satan the advantage? 
Why embellish and enhance them and make them more 
susceptible to this evil? Should we not rather, in the 
apostle’s words, “cut off occasion” for the deceitful works 
of Satan (2 Cor.11:12-14). For even where eye shadow and 
lipstick may not be applied with an evil purpose in mind, 
the practice tends to “give place to the devil” (Eph. 4:27). 
Satan will walk through every door we open to him to work 
his cunning evil: so why give him the advantage through 

“Now if the eyes are especially susceptible to be used to tempt 
and seduce, why give Satan the advantage? Why embellish and 
enhance them and make them more susceptible to this evil? 
Should we not rather, in the apostle’s words, ‘cut off occasion’    
for the deceitful works of Satan (2 Cor: 11:12-14).”
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the masquerade of gaudy cosmetics and jewels? 
 Honest and sober-minded men and women will 
not deny that one of the primary motives for embellishing 
the eyes and painting the lips and cheeks is to compete 
with other women for beauty, and that in order to gain the 
attention of the opposite sex. And often the aim is to attract 
another woman’s husband. So the underlying motives 
and aims for these practices are often evil in themselves. 
Further, few will deny that “beauty” fabricated with lipstick, 
rough, and mascara is superficial, and therefore a form of 
hypocrisy. Certainly it is not the beauty of the Lord, for 
God [beautifies] the meek with salvation (Ps.149:4). The 
beauty of believers emanates from the spiritual joy of their 
souls and the sacred image of God in them. Consecrated 
believers are adorned with the graces of the Holy Spirit; He 
sets aglow their countenances with holiness of heart and 
gives honor and dignity to their walk in life.
 In view of all of the evil and corruption associated 
with rough, lipstick, mascara, and adorning oneself with 
jewelry, why would a Christian man or woman want to 
be identified with these practices? Even if one is innocent 
of any lewd notion or heinous act, why identify with 
a world that is given over to these things? Why support 
an industry and a culture that occasions, if not causes, so 
much evil and spiritual corruption in the world? Again, 
would it not rather be wise and pleasing the Lord to “cut 
off occasion” for the enemy? Should saints of God not 
rather spend their time cultivating the inner beauty of 
holiness through prayer, devotion, and good works, and 
to adorn the doctrine of God which is identified with 
modesty, shamefacedness, sobriety, holiness, chastity, and 
a meek and quiet spirit? (1Tim.2:9; Ti.2:3-5; 1 Pet.3:1-3).         

Christian Simplicity Vs Paganism

 The difference between a holy woman and an 
impure woman in regard to facial paint, costly and luxurious 
dress, and jewelry is made so plain in the Scriptures that it 
is difficult to see how one could be confused in regard to the 
matter. As we have noticed, painted faces are identified in the 
Holy Scripture with fornication, whoredom, stubbornness, 
and rebellion (cf. 2 Kgs. 9:30; Jer.4:30; Ezek.23:40; Rev. 
17.1-5), and therefore the Christianized western world 
historically identified painted women with harlotry and 
worldliness. Queen Jezebel became a by-word for the 
painted woman who entices and seduces men to commit 
fornication and idolatry in rebellion against God’s dignity, 
authority, and commandments (1 Kgs. 16:31; 21:25; 2 Kgs. 
9:30; Rev. 2:20-23). Again, this is not to say of course, that 
all women who use rouge, lipstick, and mascara and wear 
costly attire and jewelry are harlots or “Jezebels.” In point 
of fact, many good Christians have been lured through 
satanic deception into these practices. But neveretheless 
the  question remains: Why would holy and consecrated 

believers desire to identify themselves with practices 
associated with paganism and whoredom?           
 What more could be said to make the issue plainer 
than the apostle’s counsel to Timothy: In like manner 
also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, 
with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with braided hair, 
or gold, or pearls, or costly array; but (which becomes 
women professing godliness) with good works (1 Tim.2:9). 
The angel’s contrast between the great religious harlot in 
Revelation 17 and the bride of Christ in Revelation 19 should 
be proof enough to satisfy a sober and fair-minded person 
of the fact that wearing loud and costly attire, bedecking 
with jewelry, and painting one’s face are displeasing to the 
Lord. The harlot is arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and 
decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, whereas 
the bride of Christ is arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: 
for the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints.  
          The glory of God reflected in the purity and simple 
beauty of the first man and woman became eclipsed by 
layers of paint, luxurious dress and jewelry---tinkling 
ornaments, chains, bracelets, earrings---and haughty 
attitudes (see Isa.3:16). Mystery and seduction were 
substituted for wholesomeness and transparent goodness. 
Men used cooper, lead, mercury, burned almonds, and soot 
to make eye make-up, to excite the flesh and seduce the 
carnal man; and they used beeswax, sheep’s oil, rice, and 
berries to create superficial facial colors to attract and allure 
the opposite sex. Archaeologists have discovered evidence 
of these practices as early 3500 B. C. in Egypt, Persia, and 
Babylon. Some of the cosmetics were harmful to those using 
them, disfiguring their faces and in some cases causing 
death. But mostly they were harmful to man’s moral nature, 
or rather the development of these products revealed that 
man had become morally impure; he had become inventors 
of evil things (Rom.1:30). To a large degree, facial paint 
and jewelry were like the fig leaves that Adam and Eve 
had sown together to cover their nakedness, that is, sinful 
men and women endeavored to create a superficial outward 
beauty to hide, psychologically, the guilt of their spiritual 
nakedness---their inner sinfulness and separation from God. 
It is like the adulterer or adulteress who attempts to wash 
away the act of corruption by taking a shower or bath, or 
the sinner who thinks that he can wash away the filth of the 
flesh by being immersed in water (1 Pet.3:21); so also, many 
fallen men and women try to hide their inner ugliness and 
corruption by painting and adorning their outward persons.   
        The vanity of fallen man is universal. As we have 
seen, it spread in the beginning from ancient Sumer to 
Babylon to Persia to Egypt, and from thence to Greece 
and Rome. In China around 3000 BC, a woman’s social 
status was recognized by the color of her finger nails. In 
India, painted faces and lavish jewelry were connected 
with a perverted sense of divinity: the imagined gods were 
always depicted with extravagantly painted faces, gaudy 
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“beauty industry.” Tanning salons are now on every corner 
in the cities, and plastic surgeons have made “patients” out 
of perfectly normal people.      
      This frantic pursuit of outward physical beauty, 
moreover, is not limited to young people. Foolish and 
silly middle aged people, as well as the elderly have been 
baptized into this old paganism. Millions have bought into 
the anti-aging industry. Professing Christian ministers and 
believers are compromising their call to preach the Gospel 
to promote “health products”---minerals, vitamins, herbs 
and organic foods---having been duped into thinking that 
the mystery of life is in tea leaves and chemicals. Like the 
ancient pagans, they are seeking for the mythical ‘Fountain 
of Youth,’ running after a vain dream that their foolish and 
darkened hearts have conjured up. Their hope of eternal 
life and vision of heaven have faded from their minds; they 
have lost the joyful expectation of a new glorified body. 
The natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness to him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned (1 Cor.2:14). 
Consequently, billions of dollars are now being spent on 
face up-lifts and cosmetic “body enhancements” in a vain 
attempt to extend the appearance of youth. They do not 
know that the hoary head [white hair] is a crown of glory, 
if it be found in the way of righteousness (Prov. 16:31).
          In order to seduce the multitudes into their web of 
lies and deceit, contemporary beauty gurus---mimicking 
Helen Rubenstein, Elizabeth Arden, and the Hollywood 
trendsetters---have coined the phrase “plain Jane” to belittle 
plainness and purity, and to make merchandise of silly men 
and women (2 Pet.2:3), that is to hook them on the glamour of 
lipstick, rouge, and mascara and all the rest of the superficial 
beauty and anti-aging products. The beauty gurus have 
succeeded to create the impression that what God has created 
is in and of itself ugly, or, to say the least, unacceptable to a 
sophisticated modern society. Many of those duped by this 
pagan philosophy fall into states of depression and develop 
any number of physical and psychological disorders: and 
often these conditions continue until the victims are willing 
to buy into the lie---that is, to purchase the products that 
promise to transform them into beauty queens, irresistible 
studs, and Dorian Grays. It is all part of a satanic lie! What 
is surrendered for the lie is the simple and pure beauty of 
holiness of heart---the glow of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
the inner being of man, the radiance of His grace shining 
forth from the countenances of those transformed by His 
glorious power. Christians who buy into this lie hide under 
a bushel the simplicity and wholesomeness of true life---
the incarnation of God’s life and beauty in them. What is 
lost in the façade of a manufactured beauty, and the vain 
hope of everlasting youth in pills and bottles, is the imago 
dei---the self-revelation of a holy and pure God in men and 
women transformed by His grace. 

ornaments, and luxurious dress. In the time of Queen 
Elizabeth 1 in England, the people put a premium on the 
paleness or whiteness of a woman’s skin; indeed, very pale 
skin was considered aristocratic and upper class. In order to 
achieve this pale look, leeches were used to suck the blood 
out women’s bodies; others put rice powder or white lead 
paint containing arsenic on their bodies, knowing that men 
and women had been poisoned by this treatment, and that 
some had died. Seeking to achieve this superficial beauty, 
some lost all sense of balance and reasoning, using bird 
droppings and boy’s urine to achieve their perverted aims; 
others rinsed their eyes with lemon and orange juice to 
enlarge their appearance. The lying spirit of Satan seduced 
their minds and spirits, making them dissatisfied with the 
way God had created them, flattering their egos and feeding 
their vain imaginations. 
 Astonishing as all this is, these ancient pagan 
traditions have become “normal” in contemporary 
society. Research shows that young men, as well as 
women, are increasingly spending more time and money 
on their appearance and sexual appeal, causing the sales 
of expensive perfumes, colognes, lotions, and so-called 
“sexual enhancements” to skyrocket. In 2014-2015 more 
than 30 million men in the United States under the age of 
24 spent more than $10 billion on specialized grooming 
products. Moreover, younger men are now experimenting 
with facial make-up to create a more attractive and alluring 
appearance to women, and they are also increasingly 
adorning themselves with jewelry, including earrings and 
necklaces. 
       The revenue produced by this so-called “beauty 
industry” is off the charts for women. It is reported that 
women world-wide spend more than 180 billion annually 
on “beauty products,” and probably as many hours applying 
the products to their faces and bodies, to say nothing of the 
countless billions spent on expensive clothing, jewelry, and 
the mutilation of their bodies [both men and women] with 
tattoos and body piercing.         
          

The Collateral Damage 

 The world’s warped concept of beauty is 
destroying millions of precious people today emotionally 
and physically, including children and young people. The 
modern media has created a false sense of beauty---an 
image that is impossible for most people to attain. Over 90 
percent of the images published by the media are enhanced 
to create a false sense of beauty. Little girls, under the 
powerful influence of this cultural mindset, are frustrated 
with their looks and seek to lose weight to measure up to 
the false images of beauty. More than 7 million women in 
the United States alone have eating disorders associated 
with their drive to attain to the world’s warped image of 
beauty---an image manipulated by a handful of gurus of the 
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Should We Be Shocked?

          Should we be shocked by all of this? How so? The 
apostle Paul informed us almost two thousand years ago 
that the Spirit had spoken expressly that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; 
having their conscience seared with a hot iron (1 Tim. 
4:1, 2), and again, that in the last days perilous times will 
come . . . men will be lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
proud . . . unholy . . . lovers of pleasures more than lovers 
of God (2 Tim.3:1-4)). Still, it is amazing to see how vain 
ungodly men and women have become. Modern man has 
been baptized into this pagan tradition so thoroughly that 
his conscience no longer condemns him. The vanity of 
seeking for fleshly “beauty” and the effort to reverse God’s 
judgment [curse] against our bodies, and the sinful waste 
of money spent on these pagan fantasies, has become the 
norm in modern society.        
 Further, believers 
become doubly foolish when 
they attempt to justify the 
vanity of these businesses 
and the enormous amount 
of money spent on them by 
twisting the Holy Scriptures, 
and even giving the lie to God 
himself; for a just reading 
of the Scriptures shows plainly that we should pay close 
attention to how we appear before God who beholds our 
inner man (1 Sam. 16:7), and who admonishes us to seek 
His holiness and to cultivate within us the inner graces of 
His Spirit. We are counseled therefore to spend our time 
adorning the hidden man of the heart (1 Pet.3:4) so that 
we are all glorious within (Ps.45:13; Eph. 5:27), for the 
outward man [shall] perish, yet the inward man is renewed 
day by day (2 Cor. 4:16).
          

Old Testament Contrasted with the New

         The prophets saw the use of jewelry in the Old 
Testament as a symbol to point to the inward graces of the 
Spirit that would be embodied by saints under the power of 
the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-33; 2 Cor.3:2-18; 1 Pet. 2:9; 
3:1-5; 1 Tim. 2:9, 10; Ti. 2:2-5). Under the Gospel of grace, 
the emphasis of prophetic teaching is on the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, and the fact that God beautifies 
the meek with salvation (Ps.149:4). Looking forward to 
the Gospel age, the prophet wrote, I will greatly rejoice in 
the Lord . . . for he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, and as a 
bride adorns herself with her jewels (Isa. 61:10), and again, 
Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; and let your 

saints shout with joy (Ps.132:12, 17).
           We see then that as we pass from the Old Covenant 
to the New, certain jewels and wearing apparel looked 
forward to their fulfillment in spiritual graces under the 
power of the New Covenant. In fact, sanctified believers 
themselves become God’s “jewels” (Mal. 3.17). See here: 
the types have been fulfilled, the shadows are past; we 
should now live and embody the glory and power of the 
indwelling graces of God. 
 Thus, as a bridegroom and a bride and a priest 
adorned themselves outwardly in the Old Testament, so 
let us---the bride of Christ and priesthood of believers---
adorn and clothe ourselves with spiritual and charismatic 
graces and the fruit of the Spirit---love, kindness, holiness, 
righteousness, faith, joy, peace, meekness, gentleness, and 
goodness. 
 Ministers and members of God’s church should 
seek spiritual transformation by the power of God’s grace 

in contrast to a superficial 
transformation with 
eloborate cosmetics, 
expensive and luxurious 
clothing and sparkling 
jewels, all of which perish 
with the using. The miracle 
of God’s transforming 
power is not found in a 
bottle or a tube or a jewelry 

box or a fashion store, but in God’s sanctifying grace (Rom. 
8:24-28; 2 Cor. 5:17; Lk. 4:18). And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God (Rom.12:2).  
           The beloved apostle sums up the matter, capturing in 
his words the spirit of our Lord’s teachings:

Love not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world. If any man loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all that 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passes away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
does the will of God abides for ever (1 Jn. 
2:15-17).  

The Stewardship Factor

 We should consider also our stewardship before 
God. A steward is one who oversees possessions, business 
affairs, and property that belong to someone else. In a sense, 
we are all stewards, for this whole world and everything in 
it belongs to God (Ps. 24:1; Col. 1:16, Rev. 4:11), and He 
has appointed us to oversee and care for it (Gen.1:26-29; 

“The miracle of God’s transforming power is not found 
in a bottle or a tube or a jewelry box or a fashion store, 
but in God’s sanctifying grace (Rom. 8:24-28; 2 Cor. 
5:17; Lk. 4:18). ‘And be not conformed to this world: 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God (Rom.12:2).’”  
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2:15; 9.2; Ps. 8.4-6; Mt. 25.45; Lk. 19.13).    
 It is difficult to argue against the charge that 
spending precious money on such vain and frivolous things 
as lipstick, mascara, extravagant clothing, jewelry, and 
so-called anti-aging products is inconsistent with good 
stewardship. The anti-aging craze is quite absurd. We cannot 
prevent what God has ordained to be---that is, that our bodies 
shall  shall wax old as does a garment and ultimately shall 
perish (Heb.1:11); we cannot reverse the divine decree that 
our outward man shall fall down, as the leaf falls off the 
vine (Isa. 34:4). But more so, how can a consecrated child 
of God seeing the great need today for reaching the lost 
with the glorious Gospel of Christ waste his/her money 
on frivolous and foolish things---things that glorify one’s 
vanity rather than God’s majesty and holiness. Surely a 
child of God will have to give account at the judgment seat 
of Christ for how he has spent his money (Isa.55:2; Lk. 
15:12-14; 16:1-13; Rom. 2:5-8; 14:10-12; 2 Cor. 5:10). 
            We should examine ourselves, therefore, to see if 
we are using wisely and frugally what God has entrusted 
to us. Yes, we need food and clothing to sustain ourselves, 
and we need to be neat and clean in our appearance, for we 
are ambassadors for the King of glory. But we don’t need 
to be wasteful, nor do we need to eat the most expensive 
foods, nor wear the most expensive clothing, nor spend 
precious money on unnecessary things such as lipstick, 
mascara, jewelry, costly perfumes, and cosmetic surgeons. 
In fact, a child of God should be self-conscious always of 
how he spends his money, bearing in mind at all times the 
burden of our mission in this world---to reach the lost and 
to disciple believers in the all things of Christ. Souls are 
dying that have never heard the Gospel of Christ; and there 
are millions of believers 
who have never heard the 
message of the church; 
and also countless orphans 
and widows who need 
our help. In view of these 
critical needs, God forbid 
that we spend our money 
foolishly, or lay up for 
ourselves treasures here in 
this present world where 
moths and rust corrupt and 
thieves break in and steal 
(Mt.6:19). We are pilgrims and strangers passing through 
this world, and therefore we should be wise to lay up in 
store for ourselves treasures in heaven (v. 20). We should 
be conscious always to use our precious resources to spread 
the message of God’s everlasting and glorious kingdom and 
to build His house in this world. 

“Then came the word of the Lord by Haggai the 
prophet, saying, Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell 

in ceiled houses, and this house lay waste? Now 
therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider 
your ways. Ye have sown much, and bring in little; 
ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye 
are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there 
is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth 
wages to put it into a bag with holes. Thus saith 
the Lord of hosts; Consider you ways. Go up to 
the mountain, and bring wood, and build the 
house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will 
be glorified, saith the Lord. Ye looked for much, 
and, lo it came to little; and when ye brought it 
home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the Lord of 
hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and 
ye run every man unto his own house. Therefore 
the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the 
earth is stayed from her fruit (Hag. 1:3-10). 

          So much of our society today has been overrun 
with a new surge of old paganism. Modern man has again 
fashioned for himself gods that cannot see nor hear nor 
save. Thus says the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen 
(Jer. 10:2), and again, After the doings of the land of Egypt, 
wherein you dwelt, shall you not do: and after the doings of 
the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall you not do: 
neither walk in their ordinances. You shall do my judgments, 
and keep mine ordinances, to walk therein . . . which if a 
man do, he shall live in them (Lev.18:3-5). 
           Zion Assembly is a nation set apart by the Lord 
to show forth His glory. We are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 
[we] should show forth the praises [the glorious graces] 

of him who has called us 
out of darkness into his 
marvelous light (1 Pet.2:9). 
Let us then be faithful to 
our calling, refusing to run 
with the crowd---for You 
shall not follow a multitude 
to do evil; neither shall you 
speak in a cause to decline 
after many to wrest [twist] 
judgment (Ex. 23:2). 
And let us put difference 
between holy and unholy, 

and between clean and unclean (Lev.10:10) to fulfill our 
high calling in Christ Jesus to be the Light of the World! 
          Let us then as children of the Light, show forth the 
praises of the Lord with countenances that radiate with His 
glory; proving our testimony with a holy discipline built 
on truth, with holy affections that reflect the fruit of His 
Spirit---love, joy, peace, humility, gentleness, meekness, 
kindness, simplicity, sobriety, gravity, chastity, modesty, 
purity, and goodness.  

“In fact, a child of God should be self-conscious always 
of how he spends his money, bearing in mind at all times 
the burden of our mission in this world---to reach the lost 
and to disciple believers in the all things of Christ. Souls 
are dying that have never heard the Gospel of Christ; and 
there are millions of believers who have never heard the 
message of the church; and there are countless orphans 
and widows who need our help.”
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Bishop Phillips’ book “Quest to Restore God’s House” is available 
at the International Offices in a beautifully bound hardback for 
$37.50.

Send your order to:

Wade H. Phillips
Zion Assembly Church of God International Offices
P.O. 2398
Cleveland, TN 37320-2398


