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“And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew them 
the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do.”

                                                                                                    (Exodus 18:20)



Editorials . . . 
Voice of Zion Anniversary

          
 This month marks the twelfth anniversary of the Voice of Zion (VOZ). That means that 144 issues have been 
edited and published monthly without fail and sent out to our faithful subscribers. The first issue of the magazine was 
mailed out in June 2004; since that time the church’s official publication has found its way into the hands of ministers 
and members of Zion Assembly and also other interested persons in 44 nations around the world and 22 states here in 
the USA. 
 Much of the success of Zion Assembly’s world mission outreach has been due to the messages and glowing 
reports in the VOZ. We have received encouraging letters, emails, and phone calls continually from all over the world 
since 2004 telling of the effect of the messages and testimonies in the paper, and the reports of the church’s progress. 
Indeed, tens-of-thousands of people throughout the world have shown an interest in the overall progress of Zion 
Assembly since the restoration was launched in April 2004. 
          Many sinners have been saved through the ministry of VOZ, and many believers in other Christian traditions have 
been enlightened in regard to important biblical teachings. Just as importantly, the magazine has been a basic source of 
knowledge, strengthen and encouragement to the ministers and members in Zion Assembly. 

  Are You a Subscriber and Faithful Reader of VOZ?
Have You Excelled in Becoming a SYNC member?

 Perhaps it would be good here to remind our ministers and members of the importance of being a faithful subscriber 
and reader of the VOZ. It has been said that “Every frog croaks for his own pond,” and in that vein of humor we boast 
that the VOZ is a unique publication offering insights in God’s Word that no other religious paper does. It stands to 
reason that because Zion Assembly is a peculiar people its official publication would also be peculiar---that is, that it 
would offer a clearer and deeper understanding into the revelation of God’s will and purpose. 

           We believe VOZ is one of the primary ways that the church is fulfilling its prophetic commission: 

“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that reads it. For the vision is yet for an 
appointed time, but at the end it will speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, 
it will not tarry” (Hab. 2.2-3). 

While this passage had an immediate fulfillment in God allowing King Nebuchadnezzar to overrun and conquer Israel-
--to judge the house of God for her transgressions; it nevertheless had a more far-reaching application in the Gospel 
age; that is, the passage looked forward to the time of salvation in Christ in the New Testament, and father yet to its 
complete fulfillment in the glory of the last day’s church. This seems beyond question since v. 4 is quoted 3 times in 
the New Testament in regard to Gospel faith (Rom. 1.17; Gal. 3.11; Heb 10.28). The “vision” must include also more 
particularly the prophetic vision and understanding of God’s church; and still more particularly God‘s plan and purpose 
to unite all of His people in one visible body of Christ (Jn. 10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-23; 1 Co. 12.12-28; Eph. 2.11-19; 
3.6; Is. 49.6-23; 52.8; 60.1-5, 14; et al); so that we may all “walk by the same rule,” “have the same judgment,” “mind 
the same thing,” “speak the same thing,”  and that “there be no divisions among you” (1 Co. 1.10; Rom. 15.6-7; Phil. 
3.16; et al). And this all for the glory of God and the mutual benefit of His people. May the Lord grant it to be so! 

             God has Entrusted the Prophetic Vision to Zion Assembly
         Now this vision of the Bible church we believe was first entrusted to our illustrious forefathers and foremothers 
in the Church of God beginning in 1886, and since 2004 has been entrusted to us in Zion Assembly. Indeed, this is an 
essential part of our fellowship and mission in the world, that is, it is part of the Great Commission that Christ gave to 
His  church recorded in Mt. 28.19-20---“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations . . . Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you . . .” 
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“Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation”

 For the past five years my secular job has hindered 
me from attending our School of Ministry (SOM). Finally, 
however, with my career behind me, I was able this year to 
continue my studies in the SOM. As I sat back during the first 
week of classes and observed the reactions of the students, 
I could not help but  think of all the selfless sacrifices made 
by each student to attend an entire week of the school and 
especially the two-week term.  During the first week of 
class, we had 9 dedicated students in attendance. Each day 
we heard powerful testimonies, preaching, and beautiful 
worship in song and praise during the morning devotionals. 
We journeyed daily through the material provided with a 
desire to understand the 
fullness of the Scriptures. 
We would fail here if we 
tried to explain in words 
how blessed we are as 
a church to have such 
dedicated and anointed 
instructors to open up to us 
the deeper meaning of the 
Holy Scriptures. Day by 
day the “light bulb” turned 
on in our minds as God’s 
Word was being revealed. 
We could feel the presence 
of the Holy Ghost ministering as the instructors delivered 
the inspired Word of God. Again it would be futile to try to 
find Internet sites or online commentaries that could take 
the place of Zion Assembly’s SOM. It is necessary that we 
seek for the deeper knowledge of the Scriptures through 
Holy Ghost inspiration. 
 If we are to restore God’s house in these last days 
we must possess the “Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him” (Eph. 1.17). In the same way that  the 
apostle Paul prayed for the church at Ephesus, that “The 
eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches 
of the glory of his inheritance in the saints” (v.18), so we 
must have our understanding enlightened in these last days. 
We need fresh illumination into the depths of the Word of 
God. This world is full of preachers and churches that lack 
a right understanding of God’s Word; and others lack a full 
revelation of God’s Word. This lack of understanding leads 

School of Ministry Testimony
Derrick McBride 

to debates that bring more confusion than knowledge. To be 
sure, scriptures taken out of context do not bring the results 
that a true systematic theology does; rather it produces 
doctrines contrary to the Word of God, doctrines that even 
contradict themselves. It’s no wonder independency and 
denominationalism are on the rise. We know that “God is 
not the author of confusion, but of peace” (1 Cor. 14:33). 
This worldly mentality is corrupting men and women with 
man’s doctrine rather than the truth revealed by rightly 
dividing the Scriptures. 
 How do we stand against the surge of false doctrines, 
debates, and confusion-filled teachings? It is by knowing 

what you believe, and 
why you believe it; 
and by being prepared
to take an individual 
through the Scriptures 
to the knowledge of 
the Son of God and His 
truth. The apostle Paul 
in his first epistle to 
Timothy instructed him 
to charge the saints that 
they teach “no other 
doctrine.” This topic 
was of such significance 

that it permeated the whole epistle. Paul stated in 1 Timothy  
1. 6-8: “Some having swerved have turned aside unto vain 
jangling; desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding 
neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm, But we know 
that the law is good if a man use it lawfully.” The law was 
not being used by these false teachers for Godly edifying, 
but rather for man’s glory and self-justification. It is true 
also today. The Scriptures are not being used by the great 
majority of Christian professors for Godly edification, 
but rather they are being twisted to justify liberal and 
immoral lifestyles. In Zion Assembly we understand 
what we teach but also the Source of our knowledge. 

It is vitally important that we have a firm foundation 
under us---one that rests upon divine revelation rather than 
the dictation of men. In his epistle to the Galatians, Paul 
stated “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that 
called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 
Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, 

“If we are to restore God’s house in these last days 
we must possess the ‘Spirit of wisdom and revelation 
in the knowledge of Him’ (Eph. 1.17). In the same 
way that the apostle Paul prayed for the church at 
Ephesus, that ‘The eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of 
his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints’ (v. 18), so we must have our 
understanding enlightened in these last days!” 
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“Work while it is Day . . .”
Note: the following is a report to the International Offices from one of our retired ministers. The Presiding 

Bishop thought it would be edifying to share it with all of our VOZ readers. 

          Hello to all the saints at headquarters! I first want 
to thank you for the wonderful job you have been doing. 
I thank God for people who love to take care of the great 
church of God. I know it is time-consuming but as Paul 
said in 2 Timothy 4.8, “Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day.” Why? because he had 
been preaching the “Good News,” and you can’t do that 
fully unless you preach and teach the great church of God 
message, too.
 Paul ended that verse with the thought that I want 
to use here: “and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love His appearing.” We all look forward to the climax of 
the message of the last days, namely, the culmination of the 
wedding of the Bride to the Bridegroom. Yes, we want Jesus 
to return to catch His bride away, for in that same moment 
we will receive the crown of life; and we will receive that 
reward because we have lived our lives defending the faith: 
the same faith that was delivered to the saints of old (Jude 
3). Now as they in the New Testament church defended the 
faith, we must defend it in our age and time. And if Jesus 
tarries, there will be other saints in the next generation who 
will defend the faith. The prophetic Scriptures promise us 
that! 
 Now that I have stepped down from pastoral 
appointment, I feel so inadequate because I cannot do the 
things I used to do for the great church of God. But I pray 
that God will give me strength to be a faithful witness for 
the church that He gave His blood to purchase (Acts 20.28). 
Yes I go to visit the lost and I visit church members, but I 

and would pervert the gospel of Christ” (Gal. 1:6-7). 
Again, there were some among the believers who were 
perverting and tweaking the Gospel to make it more fitting 
and pleasing for a liberal agenda. The apostle went on to 
say, “If any man preach any other gospel unto you than 
that ye have received, let him be accursed” (v. 9). But how 
do we know what is perverted and what is true? We must 
“Study to [show ourselves] approved unto God, a workman 
that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
TRUTH” (2 Tim. 2:15). SOM provides an opportunity to 
understand how to rightly divide the Word of truth, and 
not to be ashamed to speak the Word of God boldly and 
confidently. Man becomes ashamed when he does not fully 
understand what he is speaking about! 
 The lessons taught this year on the Life of Christ, 
the Doctrine of the Church, the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, 

just wish I could do more for the church. If I was young 
again I would be pounding the doors at headquarters for 
more work to do to help proclaim this last day’s message. I 
am in tears as I write because I see the need for the younger 
generation to come forward. 
           Before closing I want to tell about the time when I 
was much younger and I called my overseer, Brother Harper 
Hunter, and asked him if he had a church that I could pastor. 
I saw the need; for some of our churches had no pastor. I was 
ready to go wherever he wanted me to go. He responded by 
giving me a church in the middle of the convention year---
in January. I had already packed everything we owned in a 
moving truck. I stood in the empty living room of our house 
before we left, and I began to weep because I had family 
members who were lost and I was going out to minister to 
people I didn’t even know. But the burden was upon me “to 
feed the church of God which he had purchased with His 
own blood.” I saw the need---“sheep having no shepherd!”
            I know I am not the greatest preacher but I love the 
church of God. It is my life and I regret that I have only one 
life to give to the church. May the Lord help us to awake 
from any tendency to be idle and lazy, and rather help us to 
arise and do great things for God and His church.
 I thank the Lord for a wonderful wife who has stood 
behind me all these years. She too loves the church of God. 
We still labor together in our church in Goshen, Indiana. 
There is plenty to do, including passing out literature, 
visiting the sick and shut-ins, and being faithful in all the 
activities of our local church. 

and the Acts of the Apostles are only a few of the many 
lessons SOM has to offer. Having the opportunity to learn 
the depths of the language of New Testament Greek and its 
purpose to help us to interpret and understand the truth is a 
blessing. SOM is a tool of preparation for piercing into the 
darkness of this world. The materials provided year after 
year ignite a fire within our souls to continue to dig deeper. 
It is impossible to cover every aspect of the material in just 
five short days. As students, it is up to us to fast and pray for 
wisdom and revelation as we continue to study the lesson 
materials provided. SOM has not only influenced the “call” 
of God upon my life, it has increased the faith and burning 
desire within my family to eagerly work to fulfill the calling 
He has placed on all of us. SOM is a priceless experience 
that everyone should experience for himself/herself!

Davis K. Webster
A servant of the church 
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 The Northern California School of Ministry (SOM) convened in San Jose, California on April 10-15, 
2016.  The school was held at the San Jose church with Brother Jorge Carrasco serving as the host pastor. The 
school began with an “Opening Service” on Sunday night. Bruce Sullivan, SOM director, delivered the  evening 
message titled, “Break Up Your Fallow Ground.” In this message, he emphasized putting all we are and have to 
work for God.  
 The school began each night with disciplined worship led by our International Sunday School director, 
Donna Pounders.  The classes were as follows: “A Scenario of End Time Events” taught by Wade H. Phillips, 
“Greek” taught by Wanda K. Busbee, “Life of Christ” taught by Scott E. Neill, and “Introducing the Church to 
Others” taught by Brother Sullivan.  There was a total of 30 students and teachers in attendance with an average 
attendance of 23 per night.  This was a record attendance for the Northern California School.  The school ended 
on Friday night with a powerful time of prayer with a new member joining the church. Glenda Major, the regional 
coordinator, did a fantastic job organizing the school and preparing  materials, and host pastor, Jorge Carrasco and 
his members did an outstanding job in helping to plan the activities and making arrangements for evening meals.   
Thanks to all of these workers, the school was a great success!
                      ---WHP

School of Ministry---Northern California



7

Scenes from Northern California School 



8

School of Ministry---Southern California
 The southern California School of Ministry took place April 17-22, 2016 
at our local church in Rialto. Daysi Abrego serves as the coordinator of this school, 
and with the assistance of the former coordinator, Norie Garavito, she did a fine 
job organizing and preparing the materials. This year marked the 10th Anniversary 
of the school in California. A record enrollment of almost 80 students and staff 
contributed to the celebration.   
 International director, Bruce Sullivan, preached on the opening night a 
message entitled, “Be ye Holy for I am Holy.”  Classes were conducted nightly 
because many students work all day and are able to attend only in the evenings. The 
class schedule was from 4:00 to 10:00 pm. Each evening began with a wonderful 
and instructive disciplined worship that featured testimonies, congregational 
singing, special songs, and a short sermon by different speakers. This was followed 
by 4 one hour classes and an evening meal break. 
 The classes this year included:  “Introducing the Church to Others” by 
Bishop Sullivan; “Greek” by Wanda K. Busbee; “Scenario of End Time Events” 
by Wade H. Phillips; and “Life of Christ” by Scott E. Neill. There was also a 
Post-Graduate course that took place simultaneously with the regular class for 
under-graduate students. This course was designed and taught by Brother Phillips. 
The classes were: “The Spirit of Prophetic Restoration,” “Church Government 

and Business,” and “Outreach and Evangelism through Support Ministries.” The Presiding Bishop was assisted by L. W. 
Carter; Sunday School director, Donna Pounders; and Brother Sullivan, the latter of whom taught on the “Sacredness of 
Marriage.”
          There was a total of 78 in attendance at the school with 54 students representing 8 local churches and 2 countries 
(Chile and Costa Rica). There were eighteen new students and several non-church members who attended. On the last 
evening, a new minister and his wife---Josue and Claudia Hernandez united with the church!  It was truly a wonderful time 
of fellowship and learning. Many left with a great desire to attend next year’s school!
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Scenes from Southern California School 
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School of Ministry Staff
(Back row l. to r.)

Bruce Sullivan, Principal, Instructor 
Wade H. Phillips, President, Instructor 

Scott Neill, Instructor
(Front row l. to r.)

Wanda Busbee, Instructor
Marie Crook, Secretary

Pamela Jones, Guest Speaker

Regular Terms of School of Ministry
Cleveland, TN
May 8-20, 2016

           “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understand being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are 
the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints” (Eph. 1:17-19). This scripture was our prayer during the regular term of 
the School of Ministry held in Cleveland.  Nineteen students enrolled in the first term course of studies, with the expectation of 
being taught, equipped, and established in the faith. From the opening service until the last class conducted on May 13th there 
was much enthusiasm, and the students were enlightened by the Word. “Rightly Dividing the Word” was the theme for this 
year, and truly this theme was appropriate as we discovered the deep riches in God’s Word.  
 Much deserved praise was given to the instructors, for each class was inspirational.  The classes taught by Brother 
Bruce Sullivan were inspiring and thought-provoking. The passionate desire for the students to be enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit was clearly evident in Brother Sullivan’s teaching; and passion to understand God’s Word was manifest in each of the 
students. Sister Wanda Busbee is to be commended for her giftedness to guide the students through the unknown to learn and 
understand Greek. She has the remarkable ability to even make studying New Testament Greek a joy! We sang in Koine Greek, 
ego ten charan, charan, charan  kat’ kardias mou (pou)----“I’ve got the joy, joy, joy down in my heart!” To be able to study 
and apply the Greek meaning of Scriptures opens up a whole new meaning and understanding of God’s Word. 
 “Acts of the Apostles” and “Evangelism and Outreach” were taught by Bishop Scott E. Neill. He  put great importance 
on reaching out and doing the work of an evangelist. The following people were assigned to share testimonies and ideas of 
reaching out into our communities with the Gospel through Jail/Prison Ministries, Fire Team Ministries, and Rehabilitation 
Ministries: namely, Pam Jones, Jerry Pounders, Derrick McBride, and Rick Ferrell. 
 Bishop Wade H. Phillips’ inspiring classes on the Church gripped our hearts and moved us to a deeper understanding. 
Each class was captivating and the students were hungry for more understanding and knowledge of God and His Word.  
 The fellowship and laughter and learning experience was felt by all. The unity and love in Zion Assembly is 
incomparable. The experience of the 2016 School of Ministry was enjoyable, refreshing, and spiritually provoking. It inspired 
all with passion to reach the lost for Jesus and His church.
                                                                                                                                        ---Pam Jones, reporter

Two-Week Student Body

One-Week Student Body

Vernon Johnson accepting
his Biblical Studies Certificate.
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 (Front row, l. to r.), Nicole Pounders, Wanda Busbee, Dorothy Clardy, Eddie Davis, 
(Back row), Jerry Reel, Byron Harris, Joel Brooks, Rick Ferrell, Tom Brown, Kevin Clary, Jerry Pounders, Daren Childers.

Post Graduate Studies in Cleveland
Fourteen students enrolled in the post-graduate studies course in Cleveland, May 2016. What a glorious time of 

worship and fellowship we experienced during our disciplined worship services each morning at 8:00-8:30 am! Spirit-filled 
worship and anointed messages from various ministers challenged us to press forward victoriously. Bishop Joel Brooks posed 
the question: “Are we Rapture-minded or Kingdom-minded?” Kayla Petit challenged us to be “rooted and grounded” in our 
faith. Jerry Pounders exhorted us to keep the Blood-stained Banner of Christ waving high above us. Lee Jaynes and Pastor 
J.J. Davis encouraged the church to be faithful to the great commission---to go and rescue the lost; and Pastor Darren Childers 
reminded the students to cherish the treasure that we have been given in Christ, namely, to be His heirs of righteousness.  
 Brother Phillips set the tone for the post-graduate course during our morning classes. He taught on the subject of the 
“Spirit and Power of Prophetic Restoration,” reminding us that we have a great responsibility as the body of Christ in the last 
days. The Spirit of God illuminated the Word, bringing new vision and zeal to the students. It is so important that we, the 
Church of God, understand thoroughly end-time events and our role in the unfolding drama. Oh the glory to know that God 
has entrusted His church to fulfill and complete His plan of reconciling fallen man through the work of His Son, Jesus Christ. 
            Our studies continued with Brother Sullivan teaching a dynamic series of studies on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. 
God ministered through the Spirit and the Scriptures as we sought to understand and appreciate the promise of the Father---the 
precious gift of the Holy Spirit. We studied the work of the Holy Spirit in salvation, baptism, spiritual gifts, and private and 
public worship.  Oh what love the Father has bestowed upon us in giving us such a precious gift! Although our calling is great, 
He has provided the Comforter and sufficient grace to guide us victoriously to the end of the race.  

An unforgettable story that Brother Sullivan shared was a blessing to all. He told of Great Britain’s 400m runner, 
Derek Redmond, during the 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona. In this event, Derek’s hamstring snapped about midway 
through the race. The one time British 400m record holder pulled up sharply as the rest of the field ran away from him, leaving 
him on his knees and crippled; his Olympic dream over. What followed, however, is one of the most memorable moments in 
Olympic history. Redmond got back to his feet and tried to finish the race. In an act of true courage against overwhelming 
adversity, Redmond could only hop on one leg towards the finish line. Pain marked his face as each step became more painful 
than the last, but the Olympian refused to give up. He had promised himself and his father that he would finish the race ‘no 
matter what’---and he kept that promise. Still a ways from the finish line, on one leg and crying with desperation, Derek was 
joined by his father Jim. He assisted his son to stand and said: “we will finish the game together.”  The audience looked on as 
Jim and Derek completed the lap of the track together, with Derek leaning on his father’s shoulder for support. Derek’s father 
later said he knew how hard Derek had trained and prepared for this race and he was not willing to let him go down in defeat. 

This same support has been promised to us by our Heavenly Father in sending forth the Holy Spirit, the “Comforter.” 
This term in the Greek means “one called alongside to help.” We have an almost impossible task to complete, but if we will 
walk in His Spirit He will help us to finish the race, victoriously! 
                                                                                                                                                ---Nicole Pounders, reporter

Post-Graduates
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Scenes from the Cleveland School 
Worship

Class Discussion

Recreation

Fellowship

. . . and FoodVictorious Completion
Post-Graduate Course of Studies

Fun



Lecture at Barney Creek 
where the church began in 1886

Dehart Cemetery
(Holly Springs)
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 Historical Church Tour

Towee Falls Baptist Church Prayer Mountain Fields of the Wood

Worship after lunchSpringtown Baptist Church
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“I want my Lord to be satisfied with me. I want my life to be what He’d 
have it be. And when I come to that great eternity, His smile will say He is 

satisfied with me.”

“I Want My Lord To Be Satisfied With Me”
Written by E.W. Suggs

Public Domain

        “Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
          and Christ shall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not 
         as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”
                                                                      Ephesians 5:14-16 KJV

Devotional Refl ections

Zachary Snyder

          When I first began listening to Southern 
Gospel music 25 years ago, I didn’t have the 
option to skip a song to get to the one I favored 
the most (like I can now with a CD); nor could I 
“cherry pick” and purchase the songs that fitted 
my fancy, like I can now with iTunes. I was fond 
of fast tempo, high energy songs that caused my 
feet to tap and my hands to clap. But these were 
songs also less likely to cause me to consider 
my soul’s condition and where I stood with the
Lord---songs which I resented because I wasn’t 
saved and didn’t want reminded of the fact.
 There was one song in particular on a 
cassette from 1993 (a Gaither Homecoming video 
called “Old Friends”) that I would have loved to 
have skipped over. This song eventually found 
a grip down deep in my soul. The song was “Is 
My Lord Satisfied Me?” by Naomi and the Segos. 
When the song came on my Sony Walkman, I 
grimaced within my spirit, knowing that God was 
NOT satisfied with me: for the Lord had called me 
to preach and I was running from the call. I was 
determined to do what I wanted to do---namely, to 
become an attorney and involve myself in politics; 
a thing which I had already begun to do from an 
early age. BUT God was having none of it!
 It wasn’t until 1995 that I finally yielded 
to the sweet convicting power of the Holy Ghost 
and asked Christ to forgive me of my rebellion and 
sins, and to be the Lord of my life. From that day 
on I have tried to live my life in a way that Christ 
would be satisfied with, though there have been 
times that I have had to go to Him to ask forgiveness 
again for some shortcoming or transgression. 

 As I study the New Testament, I am blessed by the 
writings of the apostles and other church leaders: especially 
because of their willingness to go under all circumstances 
and minister by the grace and power of the Spirit. Indeed, 
they traveled hundreds of miles away from their homes to 
preach the Gospel and minister to a single hurting soul! I’m 
sure there were many times that desperate needs arose that 
required immediate attention: and they responded faithfully 
to act in the power and anointing of the Spirit of God. There 
wasn’t the luxury of having “down times” to do their own 
thing, nor especially to leave their sanctified walk to indulge 
in the desires of the flesh. As good soldiers of Jesus Christ, 
they had to be prepared to “move out” at a moment’s notice!
 Being in the ministry now for nineteen years, there 
have been many occasions when I have been called upon in 
the middle of the night to minister to a hurting family, to a 
sick child, or to husband or wife who was grief stricken over 
the death of their spouse. In those instances, I had no time to 
make sure my soul was right before God in order to properly 
minister to the particular needs of others. I had to have my 
“game on”---to be living close enough to the Lord so He 
could use me for His honor and glory! 
 None of us, brethren, knows what will take place in 
the coming days and moments of his/her life. As a husband or 
wife, you are not guaranteed that you won’t hear the dreaded 
diagnosis of cancer for your companion. As a parent, you are 
not guaranteed that you will not have to cope with untimely 
death of your child---an instance that will surely rock your 
world to its foundation and possibly wreck your life if you 
are not prayed up and consecrated. 
 Many of our people in Zion work on secular jobs, 
and presently job security is as fickle as a feather in the wind. 
In such an economic climate, you may hear at any moment 
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Blind to the Obvious
          Sherlock Homes and Dr. Watson were going 
camping. They pitched their tent under the stars and 
went to sleep. Sometime in the middle of the night 
Holmes woke up Watson and said: “Watson, look up 
and tell me what you see.”
 Watson replied: “I see millions and millions of 
stars.”
 Holmes said: “And what do you deduce from 
that?”
 Watson replied: “Well, if there are millions 
of stars, and if even a few of those have planets, it’s 
quite likely there are some planets like earth out there, 
might also be life.”
 And Holmes said: “Watson, you’re an idiot; it 
means somebody stole our tent.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Professional Courtesy
 A man woke up in a hospital bed and called 
for his doctor. He asked, “Give it to me straight, Doc. 
How long have I got?” The physician replied that he 
doubted he would survive through the night. The man 
then said, “Call for my lawyer.”
 When his lawyer arrived, the man asked for 
his physician to stand on one side of the bed, while 
the lawyer stood on the other. The man then laid back 
and closed his eyes.
 When the man remained silent for several 
minutes, the lawyer asked what he had on his mind. 
The man replied, “Jesus died with a thief on each side 
of him, and I thought I’d check out the same way.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Self-Incriminating Jerk
 While reading a newspaper, Walter came 
across an article about a beautiful actress/model who 
married a boxer, the latter of whom was known more 
for his brawling and physical prowess than his IQ. 
 “I’ll never understand,” he said to his wife, 
“why it is the biggest jerks get the most attractive 
wives.” 
 His wife replied, “Why, thank you, dear.”

the words: you are “fired”; we are “downsizing and must let 
you go”; or “the company is moving to Mexico!” Scenarios 
such as these will surely catch you off guard and “throw you 
for a loop” if you do not stay close to the Lord and prepared 
to stand up against trials, tribulations, persecutions, and 
afflictions! Satan will surely attempt to use such instances to 
blind side and trip you up in your walk with God. He labors 
to catch you at your weakest point! 
            How can we stay ready and protected? The second 
verse of our theme song says: “Lord give me strength, give 
me courage, make me bold that I might lead other sheep to 
Thy fold. That I might stand unafraid, unmoved for Thee, so 
that you might be fully satisfied with me!” 
 We should therefore keep in mind the resounding 
and encouraging words from the apostle Paul: “Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
           Until the next time, keep singing the Gospel!

May 6-8 the Mideast region hosted their annual 
Couples Retreat in Sevierville, TN. The guest speakers 
were Bishop Bruce Sullivan and his wife, Babs, from 
Greenville, SC. On Friday night, we had a visit from “Dr. 
Love.” He gave marriage advice to the retreat couples. 
After a message by Retreat director, Dewey Gibson, there 
was a time of fellowship. On Saturday, Bishop Sullivan 
preached an outstanding message, and that afternoon, 
Sister Sullivan instructed us on how to handle conflicts 
in marriage. Saturday evening was free time for spouses 
to spend together. On Sunday, Brother Sullivan preached 
again and blessed the retreaters. 
 There were couples from VA, WV, TN, MS and 
SC. Several commented that the retreat was “outstanding,” 
“wonderful,” “pleasurable,” and “rewarding.” All agreed 
that the focus on marriage was beneficial and strengthened 
the bonds between the couples. And all seemed to look 
forward to the Retreat next year! It was indeed a great 
weekend!  

mid-east region couples retreat

                                                                                       
                                      Paula Gibson, reporter
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