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Keeping the Vision and Torch of Restoration
 Burning in our Hearts

 The General Assembly in 2011 decreed that on or about April 20th each year the churches should call to remembrance 
and celebrate the reorganization and restoration of the church that was set in motion on April 20, 2004 under the name 
of Zion Assembly. 

“We recommend that each local church observe a special “Remembrance Day” on or about April 20th each year 
in order to keep before us the significance of our restoration work and purpose since 2004. The anniversary 
celebration might include preaching, testimonies, skits, dramas, historical readings, reminiscences, and photo 
displays. The ultimate purpose should be to magnify the prophetic vision of the church, and to recommit ourselves 
to the great commission that Christ gave to the church before He ascended back to the Father.”  

In keeping with this tradition, we are focusing in this issue on the spirit, power, and various aspects of biblical restoration, 
particularly in regard to the church. In the course of the falling away that took place in our former fellowship, several 
important characteristics of the Bible church were inadvertently lost or purposively discarded, including respect for 
leadership and church government, dynamic and loving fellowship, burning zeal to proclaim the message of the 
kingdom of God, insight into the prophetic vision of the church, and a firm commitment to hold fast to the teachings 
of Christ and the apostles. Accordingly, several of our leaders in the church have written messages on these subjects 
to revive our zeal, brighten our vision, and inspire us to continue our restoration venture in Zion Assembly. Our vision 
includes planting a Zion of the Lord in every city and nation on earth, so that every man and woman may be taught and 
illuminated to observe the “all things” of Christ (Mt. 28.19)! This was clearly the apostle Paul’s aim and purpose in his 
ministry:

“Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus” (Col. 1.28). 

“Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare to 
you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20.27; see also 1 Cor. 4.17; 1 Tim. 1.3; 4.11; 6.2-3; 2 Tim. 2.2; et al).    

 And also the aim and purpose of the whole church:

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the  breaking of bread, and in prayers 
(Acts 2.42 NKJV).

“And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 
5.42). 

“And they went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the Word with signs 
following” (Mk. 16.20). 

March Mission Drive
     We trust that all of our faithful pastors and mission workers will labor right up to the last minute to swell our March 
Mission offering. Praise the Lord for all of our dedicated workers! The totals will be posted in the May issue of VOZ.
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Restoring . . .
          “All Things”
                        L.W. Carter
                                        United States Overseer
 

“Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution [restoration] of all things
 which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began” 
                                             (Acts 3:21).

                          Continued on page 15

“The word ‘restoration’ means ‘to put back like 
it was, to reorganize, to reclaim, to set back up.’ 
This is the very reason for the existence of Zion 
Assembly. We were set in order (or re-set in order) 
to ‘reclaim’ and ‘set back up’ vitally important 
teachings and practices that had been lost or 
abandoned by the previous generations. But this 
restoration was necessary not only to reclaim what 
had been lost: but also so that we in these very last 
days might press forward to fulfill what has never 
been achieved----namely, the gathering together of 
all of God’s people in one body and the perfection 
of the church! “ 

           The very fact of Jesus’ profound statement in Mt. 
16:18---“Upon this rock I will build My church”--- implied 
that some important spiritual things had been lost through 
the ages and needed to be restored. God had in fact called  
prophets under the Old Covenant and anointed them to 
prophesy that He would restore His church as it was in the 
beginning, and perfect it under the terms and power of the 
New Covenant (Jer. 31.31-33; Isa. 60.1-5; Amos 9.11; Mal. 
4.1-6; 3.1-12; Mt. 3.9-12; 17.11-13; Acts 3.21; 15.14-18; 
Eph. 2.11-19; 3.6; 4.11-16; 5.27; Rev. 19.7-8; et al.).     
 History does not lie. God’s house had gotten into 
terrible shape because men began to replace divine teachings 
and holy practices with 
men-made ideas and 
traditions, injecting these 
corruptions into their 
worship and religious 
practices; thus deviating 
from God’s original plan 
(Mt. 15.7-14; 21.28-44; 
Acts 2.14-36; Gal. 3.1-29; 
Col. 2.6-23; 1 Pet. 2.4-10).
 The time we 
are living in today is no 
different. This is the very 
reason that Zion Assembly 
was set in order in 2004; 
that is, to restore important 
doctrines and practices that 
had been lost or forsaken in 
the previous generations---
things vital to salvation and the true nature of the church. 
 This spirit of “falling away” seems to be ever-
present. I’ve heard people say just recently that “things are 
not like they used to be” and “times are different,” implying 
that we should compromise Gospel truths in order to flow 
with the times. In some sense, of course, I concur with these 
statements, for we must keep up with the times in regard to 
practical matters. But I disagree with changing divine truths 
and principles; for the Bible does not change. The writer 
declares in Ps. 119:89, “Thy word is settled in heaven.” 
And the prophet states in Is. 40:8, “The grass withers, the 
flower fades, but the word of our God shall stand forever.” 
And again, the Revelator wrote in Rev. 22:18-19, “If any 

man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this book. And if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God shall take away his part of the book of life, and out of 
the holy city, and from the things which are written in this 
book.” 
 My question then is: ‘How precious is the Word of 
God to us in these last days?’ The word precious means “that 
which is of a high value.” To the sincere child of God there 
is nothing that carries more value than the Word of God.
 Consider what a certain anonymous 
writer had to say about the Bible. 

“This Book contains 
the mind of God; the state 
of man; the doom of the 
sinner; the way of salvation; 
and the happiness of 
believers. Its doctrines 
are holy; its precepts are 
binding; its stories are 
true; and its decisions are 
immutable. Read it to be 
wise; believe it to be safe; 
and practice it to be holy. 
It contains light to direct 
you; food to support you; 
and comfort to cheer you. 
It’s the traveler’s map; the 
pilgrim’s staff; the pilot’s 
compass; the soldier’s 

sword; the Christian’s character. Here is paradise 
restored; heaven opened; and the gates of hell disclosed. 
CHRIST is its grand subject; our good its design; and 
the glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule 
the heart, and guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, 
prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, 
and a river of pleasure. It is given you in life, will be 
opened at the judgment, and remembered forever. It 
involves the highest responsibility, will reward the 
laborer, and condemns all who trifle with its contents!”

 When you consider that there are at least 100 
passages in the Bible about restoring God’s church on 
this earth, then quite apparently the implication is that 
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Restoring . . .
      “The Fellowship of the Church”
                                                  J.J. Davis
                                        Pastor: Roanoke, VA 

 In April 2004, our leaders set out to restore the 
church. The need was great and many layers of issues had 
to be “peeled off” to get back to the original foundation.  I 
was not in that historic April meeting, but the need to do 
something concerning the existing state of the church had 
become quite obvious to all of us.  When the reorganization 
occurred, many people in my part of the country thought 
that it was simply a group of people who were angry about 
compromising some doctrinal issues, such as the sacredness 
of marriage and its indissolubleness “until death,” and 
plainness in dress and manners. What they misunderstood 
and underestimated was the fact that there were many areas 
in which the church had failed to be truly the Bible church 
including, significantly, in regard to fellowship. 

Having come into the church during my late teen 
years, I was not a part of or aware of how the Church of 
God had operated for most of the past century.  I was born 
and raised Roman Catholic, so my understanding of the 
“church” was blurred and eclipsed by years of religion and 
tradition.  However, when I began attending our former 
fellowship, I immediately sensed something different, a 
sincere love that I hadn’t experienced before. Those sitting 
by me and those on the stage showed love and appreciation 
to me, which I had never experienced before. I later came to 
understand that this was true biblical fellowship.  

After joining the church (in our former fellowship), 
I began attending regional, state, and national functions, 
and then, of course, the General Assembly. It was then that 
I noticed that the love I had experienced back in the hills 
of West Virginia was not the norm everywhere. Don’t get 
me wrong, it wasn’t that I was treated badly, but I could 
see how the love I had witnessed was not being expressed 
throughout the church. Even some of the things within my 
district in West Virginia gave me concern; but, being young 
in the Lord, I didn’t put too much stock in my own opinion 
or perception. But there was definitely something missing 
in the district, state, and international meetings---things 
that just didn’t seem to agree with my spirit. It seemed as 
though much of the church, especially those in leadership 
positions, was more interested in self-promotion than God-
promotion.  There seemed to be a whole lot of “me, me, 
me,” and not enough about God and our fellow brothers 
and sisters.  Debating, anger, and hostility seem to rule out 
love, grace, and mercy.

Little by little the Lord began to open my eyes 
to the fact that the fellowship we had in my local church 
was not indicative of the church as a whole. But I didn’t 
comprehend the degree of degradation and decay that had 

gradually diminished the love and genuine fellowship of 
the church worldwide. However, despite the amount of 
erosion that had occurred in our former fellowship, when 
I reaffirmed my covenant in Zion Assembly in the fall of 
2004, I was thankful to know that the restoration of the 
Bible church was well underway---a restoration of love, 
unity, and fellowship.

So what is biblical fellowship? On a basic level, 
it is expressing love among brothers and sisters in Christ 
and sharing together the prophetic vision of the church.  
That’s a very simplistic view of fellowship, but you have to 
understand the relationship between Christ and man, and the 
relationship between Christ and His bride in order to begin 
to understand what fellowship is all about. Fellowship is all 
about love one for another, the kind of love (agape/charity) 
described in 1 Corinthians 13.  Fellowship is love being 
experienced at its greatest depth; the kind of love that urges 
us to express patience and kindness toward one another, 
our fellow brothers and sisters. It also urges us to trust and 
persevere together, and to protect one another. Fellowship 
goes beyond just simply hanging out together and enjoying 
the company of one another; it’s rooted in downright, deep-
seeded love---love that internally connects us together in 
spirit and truth; a love that exists only through the power of 
the Holy Ghost.

The Scriptures reveal exactly what kind of 
fellowship we should experience in the church.  The apostle 
says, “This then is the message which we have heard of 
him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is 
no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with 
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 Jn. 1.5-7). In this 
passage, we see where fellowship begins. It begins with us 
“walking in the light.”  We can’t do anything for the Lord 
if we are not walking in the light of the Gospel, and that 
includes fellowship together in the Spirit. When men and 
women begin to walk in their own light, or in the light of 
someone else, true biblical fellowship ceases to exist. But 
when God is allowed center stage and put at the forefront 
of everything, fellowship flourishes. But when God is 
relegated to a backseat in the church, fellowship suffers. 
Genuine and beautiful fellowship can only exist in the 
church when brothers and sisters are walking together in 
love and the light of the Gospel.
 The right relationship between our members may 
be seen in the example of Ruth toward Naomi. “And Ruth 

      Continued on page 11
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 In 1997 I submitted to the call of God on my life 
to proclaim the Gospel. Shortly thereafter I confessed the 
beautiful words of the church’s covenant and became a 
zealous and devoted member. 
          The words of the covenant became very important 
to me. I had been raised in a “Church of God family” and 
had been taught as a small child the importance of the 
church and the beauty of her teachings. I had heard the 
“29 Important Bible Truths” preached with great anointing 
and conviction. Unfortunately, shortly after I accepted 
the call into the ministry and began holding revivals I 
became aware that not everyone who publicly confessed 
the church’s covenant actually believed in the church. I had 
naively assumed that every member of the church had the 
same vision that I had and were firmly committed to stand 
on the church’s teachings. 
 I will never forget being reprimanded by a certain 
pastor during a revival for preaching on the divine institution 
of marriage, particularly for comparing it to the covenant 
of the church. He said that the topics mentioned in the 
message---marriage and the church---were too divisive for 
his congregation. I shared with him my vision and reminded 
him of the covenant and its importance; but he countered 
my points of argument. He explained that he at one time 
had believed in the church and her teachings but that he 
had gotten a clearer understanding---insinuating that I had 
simply failed to walk in the ‘light’ that he had received!
          It was during this time that I began to realize that 
something vital was missing in the church, something was 
lost in its life and ministry. For several years I remained 
troubled in my spirit knowing that what God had revealed 
to me in His Word was not what I was hearing from many 
of the church’s leaders and seeing in most of the local 
churches. 
 I lived on the evangelistic field and held state and 
regional appointments, but was constantly berated for 
my vision and understanding of the church. There was a 
constant heaviness within me to see the church that I loved 
once again united in purpose and vision. I held out hope 
for several years that it would get back to the “old paths” 
and rededicate itself to the vision of our forefathers and 

foremothers.      
           However, in the 2002 General Assembly it became clear 
to me that if I intended on being faithful to my covenant-
--and continue to walk in the light---I was going to need 
to find a body of people who held to the same vision. I 
investigated a couple of groups that had separated from the 
Church of God of Prophecy some years earlier, but found 
no satisfaction in them: they lacked the spirit of love and 
unity for which I was longing. It was then that I heard of 
a meeting set for April 18-20, 2004 in Pigeon Forge, TN. 
The leaders who had arranged the meeting stated plainly 
their agenda---to counsel together to discover the path to 
restore the church. This excited me. I was hoping to find in 
this meeting the beautiful bride depicted in the prophetic 
Scriptures. 
 It was in this meeting that God gloriously and 
lovingly revealed to me a body of people that I could be 
in covenant relationship with in order to be faithful to the 
covenant I had taken seven years before. We are now twelve 
years removed from that wonderful day and I am still 
moved with emotion when I consider how good God was 
to have allowed me to discover again the church of God! 
 Sadly, there are many that had once received the 
understanding and vision of the glorious church of God 
but who have lost their vision. Some no doubt have been 
deceived; others have purposely turned a blind eye to the 
vision; and still others say they have received “additional 
light,” even apologizing for the truths they once preached 
and taught in the name of Christ! 
 Recently I heard a minister say that this generation 
just doesn’t have a vision of the church. I agree to some 
degree with this observation; but it seems to me that 
the reason for this cannot be laid altogether at the feet 
of our youth. It is rather that the previous generation 
has not clearly and zealously passed on the vision. 
 The apostle Paul dealt with this issue when 
writing to Titus, one of his spiritual sons in the faith. He 
expressed clearly that the older generation was to take on 
the responsibility of passing down a godly heritage to the 
younger generation---to insure that righteousness would 
be a lasting trademark of the children of Zion. They were 

Restoring . . .
  “The Vision of the Church”
          Zachary Snyder
                                                  Pastor: Goshen, IN

“Will you sincerely promise in the presense of God and these witnesses that you will take this 
 Bible as the Word of God, believe and practice its teachings rightly divided, the New Testament 

               as your rule of  faith, practive, government, and discipline, and agree to walk together as
        one body in the light of the Gospel to the best of your knowledge and ability” (Church Covenant)
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Restoring . . .
           “Respect for Leadership”
                Joel Brooks
                            Overseer: Mississippi, S. Alabama, Louisiana

“And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoke only by Moses? Hath he not spoken also by us?  
And the LORD heard it. Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were 

upon the face of the earth. And the LORD spoke suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam. Come 
out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congregation, and they three came out. And the Lord came down in the 
pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle . . . And He said, Hear now My words: If there is a 
prophet among you, I the Lord will make Myself known to him in a vision, and will speak to him in a dream. My 
servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house. With him will I speak mouth to mouth even apparently 
and not in dark speeches: and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold:  wherefore then were ye not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses? And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them . . .” (Num. 12.2-9).

        Continued on page 13

 This passage is packed with lessons from which 
we might learn important principles in leadership and 
cooperation with God-ordained leaders. Many of the people 
in Israel, led by Moses’ sister, Miriam, and his  brother, 
Aaron, began to lose esteem for Moses, and consequently 
they began to question his authority and wisdom. 
Significantly, it was not because of any moral failure on 
the part of Moses, nor because he had departed from the 
Word of God; but rather because he had chosen to marry 
an Ethiopian woman, which he apparently considered to 
be no one’s business but his own. But what seems to have 
been the real complaint of Miriam and Aaron was Moses’ 
superior authority in the government of the church. The 
complaint about his Ethiopian wife was therefore merely 
a subtle ploy to overthrow Moses’ divinely established 
position of leadership in the church. 
 Now when the Lord heard of Miriam’s and Aaron’s 
complaints and resistance to Moses’ authority, it angered 
Him: for He had called and established Moses’ position 
among them in the “church in the wilderness” (Num. 12.9-
16; see also Acts 7. 37-39; Heb. 3.4-6). It seems in fact 
that God took the rebellion personal, just as if they had lost 
reverence and esteem for He himself. 
 Through this example we should learn the 
importance of how God’s leaders in the church should be 
regarded, that is, as having been appointed by the Lord 
himself, particularly those ordained to rule in the church. 
Christ is the head of the church but He desires that His 
will be acknowledged and obeyed through His appointed 
servants. And this is shown also in the New Testament. 
Listen to the apostle Paul: 

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers 
for there is no power but God, the powers that be 
are ordained of God, whosoever resists the power 
resists the ordinances of God:  and they that resist 
shall receive damnation” (Rom. 13.1). 

And the inspired writer of Hebrews: 

“Remember them that have the rule over you, who 
have spoken the Word of God unto you: whose faith 
follow, considering the end of their conversation 
[lifestyle] . . . Obey them that have the rule over 
you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls, as they must give account . . . ” (Heb. 13.7, 
17; see also Mk. 13.34).

 The Pharisees had lost the respect and favor of the 
people; for they were concerned more about personal gain 
and their status among men---prestige and lordship---than 
they were for the wellbeing of the church (John 11:47-48). 
They ceased teaching the commandments of God in favor of 
the traditions and commandments of men.“But in vain they 
do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men” (Mt. 15:9). The Pharisees thus developed a system 
that exalted their chief priests and top leaders---men who 
loved the “praises of [other] men” more than the favor of 
God. Jesus despised their corrupt attitude and distorted 
concept of leadership. This was one of His primary aims 
in restoring the church; that is, He desired to restore true, 
theocratic government in the church---government in which 
God is truly exalted, and in which the leaders of the church 
under Him rule with humility and in a posture of servant-
hood. This is plainly stated by Jesus in Luke 22.25-27: 

“The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over 
them: and they that exercise authority upon them 
are called benefactors. But you shall not be so: 
but he that is greatest among you let him be as 
the younger; and he that is chief, as he that does 
serve. For [who] is greater, he that sits at meat, 
or he that serves? Is it not he that sits at meat? 
But I am among you as one that serves.”

This is one of the primary reasons He instituted the practice 
of footwashing: to illustrate humility and the attitude of 
servant-hood in the government and ministry of the church 
(Jn. 13.12-17). 
        The disciples walked with Christ on this earth for 
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      Think of the glorious heritage one inherits when he/she unites with 
this last days Zion. The moment a child of God commits by covenant to unite 
with the church, he in that same moment becomes an heir of 3500 years of 
biblical history and heritage. Immediately he becomes part of the historical 
“people of God,” that is, the “Israel of God” that was first established by Mo-
ses at Mount Sinai (Ex. 19.5-8) and then reestablished by Christ on the basis 
of the new covenant (Jn. 17.6, 8, 14; Acts 2.42; Heb. 3.1-6). As such, one is 
united together historically and spiritually with Moses and the patriarchs, 
as well as with the prophets and apostles in the “church of the firstborn” 
(Heb. 12:23). All of us are thus joined together with Christ in a special cov-
enant relationship as Bridegroom and betrothed Bride (Jer.50:5; Ezek.16:8; 
Eph.5:26-32). What a profound fellowship of saints!     
 The church that began at Mount Sinai had to be restored and renewed 
on several occasions (1 Kg. 19:10, 14; 2 Kg. 11:17; 23:2, 3; Isa. 60:1-5; 
Amos 9:11; Acts 15:16, 17). Most significantly it was restored and reorga-
nized by Christ under the terms of the New Covenant on Mount Hattin in 
Galilee (Mk 3:13-16; 13:34; Lu 6:12-17; see also Isa. 2:2-4; Ps. 72:16; Jer. 
31:31-33). Indeed, it was purchased by His own blood on Mount Calvary 
(Acts 20:28). But since then on several occasions the church has had to be 
renewed and restored . It fell in the early centuries of Christianity, against the 
warnings of the prophets and Christ and the apostles (Isa. 60:2; Acts 20:29; 
1 Tim.4:1; 2 Pet. 2: 1-3; Jude 3-5; Rev.2:5). It was restored in 1886, and 
fell again in the early 1920s. It was restored again at that time and sailed on 
triumphantly for many years; then it began to fall again in the late 1990s. 
 As the twentieth century merged with the twenty-first, it was obvious 
to many of us---indeed to all serious and sober-minded saints in our tradition 
of the faith---that the church was teetering again on the brink of apostasy. 
The spirit of restoration then came mightily upon 
some of the faithful watchmen in God’s house, 
and this led us to call for a special meeting on 
April 18-20, 2004 in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. 
About 400 were in attendance. After much dis-
cussion, preaching, and prayer, the moderator 
called for men and women of like-precious faith 
to come forward to declare themselves in favor 
of the need to restore and reorganize the church. 
Eighty-five courageous men and women of God 
responded, coming forward to affix their signa-
tures to the historic document. The name Zion 
Assembly Church of God was adopted as the of-
ficial name of the church; and Wade H. Phillips 
was accepted unanimously to be the church’s 
presiding bishop. After being properly installed, 
Bishop Phillips then made several strategic ap-
pointments and led in a time of consecration---a 
time in which the ministers and people reaffirmed 

 

Charter Members in April 2004

10 year members at the 2014 Assembly

Celebrating Our Glorious Heritage
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their covenant and committed themselves to the new order. These eighty-five 
then returned home and organized themselves into four local churches under 
the new government and polity of the church. The restoration was thus off 
and running.
   In the weeks following that historic meeting, 20 more congrega-
tions were organized in 7 states, and the church reached out to East Afri-
ca, receiving into its fellowship in July seven congregations in Kenya. In 
September 23-26, the church convened its first General Assembly and con-
firmed the actions and decisions of the Special Called Meeting in April. In 
the twelve years since that historic day, Zion Assembly has licensed and/or 
ordained 1018 ministers, and organized 794 churches and 276 missions in 
43 nations of the world, including 19 states here in the United States. We are 
convinced that Peter’s prophecy in Acts 3:21 has the whole history of the 
church in view---all 3500 years of it!---including its ups and downs, ins and 
outs, victories and failures, restorations and apostasies. Speaking of Jesus’ 
ascension, the apostle declared, “Whom the heaven must receive until the 
times of restitution of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets since the world began.” Note the term “times of restitution 
[or restoration].” We may infer from this that there will come finally the last 
restoration of the church, which will culminate in the fulfillment of all things 
in the last days. Peter’s prophecy agrees with Paul’s in Ephesians 1:10, “That 
in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one 
all things in Christ.” These prophecies signal the end of the church’s work in 
this world, which includes the ingathering of God’s people into one fold (Isa. 

60:1-5; Jn. 10:16; 11:49-52; Eph. 1:10; 2:11-19), the church’s perfection (Jn. 
17:20-23; Eph.5:27), and Christ’s return in the air to rapture away His bride 
(Jn. 14:1-3; 1 Thess.4:16-18). We are perhaps at this very moment in the midst 

of the last restoration, and thus some of us living 
now may witness the fulfillment of all things! 
       In view of the prophetic destiny and glory of 
this last day’s Zion, we all should be able to see 
more clearly the profound significance of April 20, 
2004. It is indeed a day worthy of remembrance! 
For it marked a “new beginning” for the church on 
her prophetic journey through this world. Those of 
us who were privileged to attend that special meet-
ing emerged with renewed hope and reinvigorated 
with the prophetic vision of the church. And noth-
ing since that time has diminished our hopes and 
expectations, namely, that many of us today may 
live to see the ingathering of God’s people into His 
government, and the perfection of the saints in ho-
liness. And thus also we may be among those who 
are “alive and remain” to experience the power 
and glory of the first resurrection---the rapture!
       

                            

Charter Members in April 2004

5 year members at the 2014 Assembly

Celebrating Our Glorious Heritage

WHP
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Restoring . . .

         “Zeal for the Church”
Scott E. Neill

World Mission Director

“This morning at our house God gave us a wonderful meeting. Sister Clyde ran to the organ and commenced playing 
in the power and some of us began to sing in the Spirit. After considerable praying and agonizing for lost souls, 
the victory seemed to have been won. Finally about a dozen, I suppose, were leaping and dancing, and all keeping 
perfect time. Bro. Flavius Lee sang in other tongues in perfect harmony and time with the music. At the close, Bro. 
McLain gave a message in tongues, interpreted that it was only a foretaste of what He would do for us if we would be 
perfectly yielded up to Him, and let Him have perfect control. At the close of this revival, tents were burned, churches 
dynamited, homes burned, people arrested, some jailed and some killed” (A. J. Tomlinson, Diary, August 4-5, 1909).

 For there to be life-changing, soul-saving, anointed, 
Holy Ghost-filled revival, each of us must have a burning, 
unquenchable zeal for God and His church. This is what 
we learn from the examples of our courageous forefathers 
and foremothers in the Church of God (see for example 
the excerpt from Tomlinson’s Diary above); but more 
especially from the life of our Lord Himself. When Jesus 
turned over the tables and ran the moneychangers out of 
the Temple with a whip, the people including His disciples 
were startled and confused (Jn. 2.17). Then they recalled 
the prophecy of the Psalmist concerning Him: “For the 
zeal of Your house has eaten Me up; and the reproaches of 
them that reproached you are fallen upon Me” (Ps.69.9). 
Likewise, today God needs zealous servants to accomplish 
His mission in the earth---unwavering servants inspired 
and impassioned by the Spirit. 
          Let’s look a little further into the life and ministry 
of Jesus as an example of a burning zeal for God and 
His church. The week before Passover, Jesus made His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. It was popularly believed 
that the Messiah would come at the time of the Passover to 
announce the establishment of His kingdom and to begin 
to restore His church. There were amazing reports coming 
from Bethany, a town just east of the Mount of Olives. Jesus 
had miraculously called His friend Lazarus back to life after 
he had been dead for four days. And thus Jerusalem was 
buzzing with anticipation, waiting to see what He would do 
when He arrived to observe Passover.
 On the way, Jesus stopped in Bethphage, a town 
between Bethany and Jerusalem situated on the slopes of the 
Mount of Olives. There He sent two of His disciples, saying, 
“Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye 
shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and 
bring them unto me. And if any man say ought unto you, ye 
shall say, The Lord has need of them; and straightway he 
will send them” (Mt. 21:2-3).

 Entering the city on a donkey may seem insignificant, 
but at that time in Jerusalem it was a dignified and stately 
way to enter, fitting for a king. As Jesus enters the city, His 
own disciples and the crowd from Jerusalem went wild with 
great excitement, greeting Him with the royal title of “Son 
of David,” proclaiming Him King of Israel, and quoting 
from Psalm 118: “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” All of this was in fulfillment of the 
prophecy spoken of by the prophet Zechariah, as Matthew 
notes: “All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell ye the daughter of 
Zion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting 
upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass (Mt. 21:4-5; and 
cp. Zech. 9.9). 
 As noticed already, Jesus entered the temple and 
drove out all those who bought and sold---those who were 
making merchandize out of the sacred things of God and 
seeking personal gain. With righteous indignation, He 
overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats 
of those who sold pigeons; thus manifesting a godly zeal 
for truth and the sacredness of God’s house. Intriguingly, 
He was at once a man of meekness and a man of zeal!
 This begs the question: What is zeal? Many 
people labor  under a misconception, equating zeal with 
enthusiasm. But these two terms are different in many 
respects. Enthusiasm involves an eagerness or excitement, 
generally containing a large emotional component. As a 
result, enthusiasm usually comes and goes in spurts; it acts 
sporadically. Thus sustaining a high level of enthusiasm 
cannot be done without a lot of undue strain and 
weariness: for confusing zeal with enthusiasm 
causes an unreasonable level of emotional intensity.
 True zeal, on the other hand, consists of a bold 
dedication and inspired aggressiveness to something 
or someone. It doesn’t come and go and fluctuate like 
enthusiasm. It is not subject to emotions; but rather acts 
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on the basis of a determined  mindset and vision,  being 
grounded in a revelation of God and His will. It’s not 
affected by how we’re feeling; what day it is; how we slept 
last night; or whether or not things are going our way. It may 
be that enthusiasm exists along with our zeal for God and 
His church; but zeal is more fundamental and foundational: 
it is steady through thick and thin; does not waver; does not 
wane nor wax hot and cold. 

Godly Zeal Has Characterized 
Great Heroes of the Faith

          The youthful David presents a prime example of 
zeal for God. Righteously angered by the boasts and threats 
and blasphemies of the Philistine giant, who boldly stood 
to defy the Lord and His church, David courageously 
confronted Goliath on behalf of God and His people---and 
under the power of divine providence zealously severed his 
head from his body!          
 Deborah stirred the faltering Barak into action to 
defeat the enemies of Israel, whose zeal for God and her 
people led her to courageous action and a single handed 
victory over Israel’s Assyrian persecutor (Judges 4:4-10). 
         One of the greatest examples of godly zeal was 
demonstrated in the life and works of the apostle Paul. 
Paul’s consuming zeal for God enabled him to do exploits 
and accomplish miraculous feats. Make no mistake, he 
walked no smooth, easy path; indeed it was one encumbered 
with toils and troubles, and hardships and grief. He was 
robbed, shipwrecked, set adrift at sea, faced wilderness 
dangers, and opposed by false brethren. He had many 
sleepless nights; went hungry and thirsty; suffered in cold 
and was exposed to the elements. Behold, this was a man 
motivated by more than mere enthusiasm. He was zealous 
for God and His church; and that made him relentless and 
determined to withstand all opposition to his divine calling 
and mission; and to firmly press forward through all the ups 
and downs, and through all the momentary defeats to gain 
the final victory! Paul thus wrote to Titus to encourage him 
to continue to pursue the divine goal of the church in order 
to fulfill the purpose of the Cross:

“Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2: 14)

 Being zealous is a characteristic trait of a loyal and 
true servant of Christ and His church. Our zeal will find 
concrete expression in every area of life. It involves our 
dedication and commitment to grow in the knowledge and 
love of God, enabling us to seek out His will and do it. And 
its ultimate aim is always to bring God glory and to edify 
His church. 

said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following 
after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I 
be buried:  the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught 
but death part thee and me” (Ruth 1.16-17). When we have 
true fellowship one with another in Christ, we sincerely 
desire to be together in all that we do. Whether it’s in our 
local churches on Sunday or in regional or state-wide or 
international meetings; we have a desire to be together to 
worship and do the work of the Lord. This attitude enables 
us to understand that we accomplish much more together 
than we possibly can apart from each other. 

In examining what fellowship is in the Scriptures, 
I would be amiss by not reiterating the importance of 
love.  For without love we have no real fellowship---no 
fellowship with God nor with church.  The command we 
received by Jesus Christ is quite clear, “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And 
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets” (Mt. 22:37-40). This is the essence of what 
the church is all about: loving God and one another, and 
reaching out in love to a world of lost humanity.  This is 
how fellowship will continue to exist in God’s true church.  
Without love, we will simply be “sounding brass, or a 
tinkling cymbal” (1 Cor. 13:1) In John 13:34-35, Jesus said, 
“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  
By this shall men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another.” Think of this. Jesus tells us that all men
are going to recognize His disciples because of the love that 
they have one to another. Not primarily through healings, 
miracles, and sermons, but through love. Now this love is 
the energy of our fellowship. It is what allows us to fulfill 
James 5:16, to “pray one for another,” and to “Bear ye one 
another’s burden” (Gal 6.2).

As we continue to restore the church of the Bible in 
regard to right doctrine and right practices, let us never lose 
sight of how important fellowship is. All people inevitably 
fellowship in some way and in some form: for men, even 
fallen men, are by nature social creatures. But God’s people 
embody and exemplify what true biblical fellowship is---
the sharing together in one visible body the love of Christ 
and His teachings. It’s this fellowship that brings about 
visible union between God’s people and true spiritual unity, 
knowing that we stand together on Godly principles and in 
the light of His truth. Loving one another and reasoning 
together in the Spirit in regard to His will, we thus fulfill 
the proverb, “As iron sharpeneth iron, so a man sharpens 
the countenance of his friend” (Prov. 27:17).

“The Fellowship of the Church”
Continued from page 5
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 Likewise, a body of people chosen by God that 
does not possess the power of the Spirit will not be able 
to carry on the work of God and fulfill His purposes in the 
earth---especially in the trying times of these last days. If 
all that we accomplish is the restoration of a few doctrines 
and institutional offices in the church, then we have missed 
the mark badly. We are doing no more than what a myriad 
of independent churches and denominations have done. 
And, like them, we are advertising something that we do 
not possess. 
           In Zion Assembly, we must restore the work of the 
Holy Ghost; and allow Him to be in control of the church 
and direct our ministries! Instead of waiting for the Spirit 
to fall, some Elishas must step up to the plate and cry out 
to the Lord for a double portion of the Spirit of God! You 
see, Elisha did not sit around and allow the mantle that he 
had been given to lay dormant. Not at all! Rather he picked 
it up and smote the waters and, like Elijah before him, said, 
“Where is the Lord God of Israel?” 
 Are we going to allow the rich and glorious heritage 
that has been handed down to us to lay dormant? We must 
not! We dare not! What we learn from the lives of Elijah 
and Elisha is that we too can fulfill the great mission of the 
church if we cry out for a double portion of His Spirit---if 
we are empowered by the same Source that they were!

to hand down the “sacred deposit” both by precept and 
example (2 Tim. 1.3-6; 2.2; 3.14-15; Titus 2.1-10). 
 I can remember in my childhood years seeing my 
grandparents’ generation full of the Holy Ghost and fire. A 
vision of God’s glorious church drove them to consecration 
and a sacrificial lifestyle for the sake of holiness! But 
with the doctrinal changes and spiritual compromises that 
came later, and that were forced upon them, the body of 
Christ was injured and crippled, and the momentum of the 
church stagnated. I watched it happen---lived through it! 
I saw the anointing diminish and the zeal wane away to 
nothing. I expressed my concerns and anxiety to pastors 
and overseers who treated me as if I were a child believing 
in some fairytale. They would pat me on the back and say, 
“You just keep on believing that” as if to say, “poor little 
delusional boy.” Some said, “God is doing a new thing in 
the earth---He doesn’t work in the same way anymore.” But 
their words were not what the Holy Ghost was saying to my 
heart and pouring into my spirit. I knew His power was still 
real! I knew His Word had not changed! I knew that Jesus 
Christ was still the same yesterday, today, and forever!  
 In 2 Kings 2:9-14 we find a man of God named 
Elijah. He was used mightily by the Lord,  so much so that 
,in accord with his prayers, rain ceased to fall on the earth 
for a period of three and one-half years! He also stood alone 
face to face with 450 hostile prophets of Baal and defeated 
them. And he stood toe to toe with wicked King Ahab and 
Jezebel, and boldly declared the truth of God’s Word. 
 Now this man was going to be taken to heaven, and 
his disciple, Elisha, wanted to be with him every moment. 
Elisha knew that Elijah was soon to depart the earth, and he 
was determined to be with him until the end. Elijah called 
Elisha to take up his office as prophet---to hand down his 
mantle to him and bless him. Elisha did not want to miss 
this special opportunity. We find Elisha’s commitment was 
tested three times by Elijah but he was faithful all the way 
to the end. 
 Prior to Elijah being taken up by the Lord in a 
whirlwind of glory, Elisha requested one last thing of him-
--namely, a double portion of Elijah’s anointing. Since this 
double portion was the privilege of the firstborn, it may 
be that Elisha was asking to be Elijah’s successor. If so, 
we may be sure that it was not from any selfish motive. 
It wasn’t like an ungrateful child that was demanding his 
parents’ fortune in order to live in ease and irresponsibly! 
Not at all! Elisha’s request revealed that he knew he did not 
have the capability to fulfill the awesome responsibility of 
carrying out the work of Elijah with the experience he had 
with God at that moment. This double portion was no doubt 
referring to the energizing power of the prophetic spirit that 
characterized the life of Elijah. Elisha wanted to serve, but 
he knew he needed special grace and power! 

“The Vision of the Church”
Continued from page 6
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Respect for Leadership
Continued from page 7

three years, and during this time one of His objectives 
was to teach them how to minister and practice theocratic 
government; how to put the needs of the people ahead of 
their personal needs; how to govern; how to discipline in 
love and with equity and mercy and justice; how to judge 
righteously; how to forgive, encourage, love, and reconcile; 
and, most of all, how to serve. These were the characteristics 
of leadership that had been lost in the church and needed to 
be restored. 
 The apostles upon whom Christ restored the 
church (Mk. 3.13-16; Lu. 6.12-17; Eph. 2.20) loved the 
church because they first loved the Head of the church; 
they esteemed leadership in the church because they first 
esteemed the supreme leadership of Christ over the church. 
It was through the disciples that God ministered to the 
needs of the people; and thus 
the disciples were enabled to 
cast out devils, heal the sick, 
raise the dead, and preach 
the Gospel. 
    When Jesus ascended  
to the Father, He wasn’t 
of course any longer with 
the disciples in the flesh---
visibly and physically---yet 
they ministered in His name! 
And the people recognized 
His authority and power 
in them! This is why the leaders were highly esteemed, 
reverenced and welcomed among the people. It was because 
they knew the apostles were instruments of God---indeed, 
an extension of His presence and power among them. They 
received their counsel because they believed it was one 
with God’s counsel!   
 Even after Christ ascended to His throne on high, 
the church understood that He had never really left them; 
and, in fact, shortly after the Pentecostal advent of the Holy 
Ghost, He more effectively reigned over His kingdom and 
directed the affairs of His church! 

“He that descended is the same also that 
ascended up far above all heaven, that he might 
fill all things. And he gave some, apostles; and 
some evangelist; and some, pastors and teachers; 
for the perfecting of saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ” (Eph 4.10-13; see also Jn. 14.26; 15.26; 
16:7, 12-16). 

           It’s through His church that His saints are equipped 
and perfected for the glory of God and for ministry. The 
saints are not here to perfect and instruct the ministry; 
rather God uses the ministry to instruct and perfect the 
saints. Therefore, to rebel against the church is to rebel 

against Christ. For as long as leaders uphold the integrity of 
the government, and see to it that the commandments and 
judgments of God are revered and upheld, we are to submit 
ourselves to them. Even if an individual in the government 
of the church fails, like Judas; it does not tarnish or diminish 
the authority of the church and its duly appointed leaders-
--“those who have the rule over [us] in the Lord.” For the 
church does not rise and fall on the basis of the personality 
of an individual, however esteemed that person may be; 
rather it rests on the shoulder of Jesus Christ (Isa. 9.6), the 
One who is above reproach and Who never fails.  
         The church wasn’t established by men, nor was it 
made to please men. Rather it was established by the Lord, 
purchased with His own blood, empowered to proclaim His 
Gospel, and given authority to govern and discipline His 
people; and ultimately to be presented to Him “a glorious 
church, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.” 
So regardless if some in the church are more gifted and 

celebrated than others, it is 
ultimately the counsel of the 
whole church that we most 
highly esteem and obey! (Acts 
15.1-16.5; and cp Prov. 11.14 
with 1 Cor. 1. 11-13). 
          When an individual says 
he doesn’t need the church, 
he is really saying that he 
is perfect and without need 
of instruction. I had a lady 
tell me one time that all she 
needed was her Bible and the 

Holy Ghost to make it through this world and to go heaven. 
Well, that isn’t scriptural; for a person without the church 
is like a single piece of a puzzle which cannot reveal the 
whole picture. A single puzzle piece is meaningless without 
the other pieces; and as long as they remain separated the 
vision of the artist will never be realized! But when pieces 
of the puzzle begin to come together, piece after piece fitted 
together, the image of the artist begins to unfold. 
          The present condition of the church is like a large 
puzzle in which all the pieces have not yet come together. 
Meanwhile we simply go forward by faith on the basis of 
what the cover reveals to us. We know that eventually the 
bride will be glorious and without spot or wrinkle, for we 
see her perfect state in the prophetic Scriptures (S.S. 6.8-
10; Isa. 60.1-5; Rev. 19.7-8; et al). Accordingly, like Moses, 
we are now building the church according to “the pattern 
showed thee in the mount” (Ex. 25.40; Heb. 8.5), or rather 
we are going forward according to the blueprint mapped 
out by Jesus and the apostles (Mt.16.16-19; Acts 2.42), and 
revealed by the Holy Ghost in heavenly glory (Rev. 21.1-2, 
10-27). We may not see the bride as perfectly as the Lord 
does at this present moment, for only Christ knows exactly 
what she is going to look like; but we know this, “that when 
He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him 
as He is” (1 Jn. 3.2). Meanwhile, let us esteem very highly
our elders, our overseers and pastors and teachers: for they 
are called and anointed to lead us to the Promised Land and 
to equip and perfect us in the image of Christ! 

“The church wasn’t established by men, nor was 
it made to please men. Rather it was established 
by the Lord, purchased with His own blood, 
empowered to proclaim His Gospel, and given 
authority to govern and discipline His people; 
and ultimately to be presented to Him “a 
glorious church, without spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing.” 
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 We have been asked on what basis we justified our 
separation and reorganization of the church in April 2004. 
Our answer has been patently consistent, based on the 
following premises: 
 First, there was a rising tide of doctrinal error 
flooding the church for years previous to our reformation, 
and at the same time there was a declining spirituality 
among the ministers and members. Further, the very basis 
of decision-making in the church was being undermined 
in order for the new leaders to have their own way---to 
establish their “new light” and push forward their new 
strategy for the church‘s government and polity.  It is not 
too much to say in fact that our traditional understanding of 
the nature and operation of the “church” was being turned 
on its head! Indeed, our traditional way of doing business---
in “one accord”---was being high-jacked! In effect, the very 
basis of our fellowship was being upset; and the primary 
pillars of the church were being removed. 
 In our view these important principles of faith and 
practice represented a bold and decisive “departure from the 
faith.” We determined, therefore, to distinguish ourselves 
so that we would not be judged for being “partakers in 
other men’s sins” (1 Tim.5:22; 2 Jn. 11); that is, so that 
we would not be blamed for “walking in the counsel of 
the ungodly” (Ps.1:1), “[running with the crowd]” (Ex. 
23:2), and contributing to the prostitution of God’s Word 
(1 Tim. 4.1-3; Rev. 17.1-6). In other words, in our view, 
it was necessary to “come out from among them, and be 
ye separate” (1 Cor. 6:17; Rev. 18:4) in order to remain 
justified before the Lord: for the former administration 
was pressuring and threatening dissenters (those of us who 
refused to go along with their changes and disorderliness) 
in an effort to force us to comply with their new agenda. It 
was more or less a call to “repent or else”! It seemed to us, 
therefore, a necessary discomfort to distinguish ourselves, 
so that, as the apostle Paul put it, “[our approval might be 
made manifest]” (1 Cor. 11:19). In a word, the heresies of 
the new leaders were flooding the church, and we did not 
want to be identified with and judged for their doctrinal and 
graceless corruptions. 
             Second, the spirit of the church was being changed. 
What was once the “church of love” was being degenerated 
by harshness and arrogance. A lordship spirit, a forceful 
“we-will-have-our-way” attitude permeated the leadership 
of the church and in turn infected those under their influence. 
The general idea that gained ascendancy in the church and 
that finally prevailed was that the majority should rule. This 
then created a spirit of intolerance. Those of us who would 
not go along with the majority and their corrupt changes 
made ourselves targets for slander and malicious gossip. A 
tide of evil then flooded the church. Anathemas were slung 
in every direction through a number of mediums including 

church websites and internet systems. False accusations 
were whispered in the corners of church offices and 
repeated in the shadows of convention halls and Assembly 
committee rooms.        
              Third, we justified our actions on the basis that we had 
made sincere efforts to avoid the separation. Like Samuel 
acting on the counsel of God (1 Sam. 8.9), we protested and 
pleaded through proper channels and every available means 
to reason with those in authority, and we did so respectfully 
and with a right spirit. Further, like the Lord, we waited 
at length (see Rev. 2.21) before we finally called for the 
meeting in Pigeon Forge, TN in April 2004. But all of our 
efforts and pleadings for over three years, which often were 
made in tears, fell on deaf ears and hardened hearts. The 
answers that came back to us more or less implied: “get on 
board or get out.” A former general overseer told me on one 
occasion, “Brother Phillips you need to get on the same page 
with all of us,” leaving the distinct impression that it was 
“repent or else.” I replied, “Brother ______, the problem is 
that we are not in the same book.” Another leader, one of 
three ministry directors at that time, said to me, “Brother 
Phillips, if you were a Christian gentleman, you should go 
along with the new administration or else you should resign 
and go do something else.” I responded, “That is one of 
the most arrogant statements I have ever heard a church 
leader make.” I then said, “I received my appointment to 
headquarters first from Bishop M. A. Tomlinson in 1982, 
and I received it on the basis of what I believe and stand for 
now, not on what you and this new administration believes. 
So in light of that perhaps you should resign.” 
            Sadly, the sentiments of the two leaders just referred 
to represented the majority of the church’s leadership at 
that time, and gradually became the prevailing spirit of the 
church. The new leaders, many of whom were inexperienced 
and unqualified, became ever more intolerant of dissent and 
felt it their duty to coerce conformity to their “new light” 
and the plans they had for the future of the church. 
            It was under these conditions and circumstances that 
we felt moved by the Spirit and instructed by the Word of 
God to take action in 2004. We believed it was our sacred 
duty and responsibility to hold fast to our faith and reaffirm 
our covenant---to stand on the revelation that we had at 
first received, recalling the apostle’s words to Timothy, 
“But continue in the things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them” (2 Tim. 3:14). 
          Thus, rather than surrender our sacred heritage to the 
counsel of novice leaders who had recently gained power 
in the church, we elected to continue to follow in the steps 
of our illustrious fathers and mothers who had restored the 
church in 1886 and again in 1923---and more importantly 
we believed we were following in the counsel of Christ and 

Were Our Actions in 2004 Justified?
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the apostles and being guided by the Holy Spirit. 

For their heart was not right with [God], neither 
were they steadfast in His covenant” (Ps. 78.37). 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as you know your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15.58). 

“Behold, I come quickly: hold fast which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown” (Rev. 3.11).

         In the twelve years since we inaugurated the restoration 
of the church in April 2004, the Lord has showered us 
with His bountiful blessings and divine favor. We have 
increased remarkably in numbers, finances, and material 
assets; but, more importantly, we are passing on to this 
present generation the great heritage of spirituality, holiness 
principles, and the vision of God’s church that was handed 
down to us!
                                                                                WHP             
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something needs to be restored; correspondingly, therefore, 
something must have been lost. The word “restoration” 
means “to put back like it was, to reorganize, to reclaim, 
to set back up.” This is the very reason for the existence of 
Zion Assembly. We were set in order (or re-set in order) to 
“reclaim” and “set back up” vitally important teachings and 
practices that had been lost or abandoned by the previous 
generations. Now this restoration was necessary not only to 
reclaim what had been lost: but also so that we in these very 
last days might press forward to fulfill what has never been 
achieved---namely, the gathering together of all of God’s 
people in one body and the perfection of the church!  
 Think about gold for a moment. Just a few years 
ago it was worth more than $1500 per ounce. Pure gold or 
24 carat gold to my knowledge is of the greatest value. But, 
as the saying goes, “everything that glitters is not gold.” 
There’s some “gold” that looks like the real thing but when 
you take it to a professional appraiser he will tell you the 
real truth about it. It’s called “fool’s gold.” 
 Years ago crooked men would “salt” the creek 
banks and caves with just enough of fool’s gold to sell 
the land or mineral rights to make money---“filthy lucre.” 
We’re living in a day now when people seek a church that 
is consistent with the way they believe. They have “itching 
ears,” that is, they want preachers to sanction their wrong 
doings and justify them. But, see, just because a church or 
religious group believes the way it does, doesn’t make it 
right. There are many fools in religion just as there are fools 
in secular businesses and politics!
 Thank God for Zion Assembly and her stand on 
biblical truth---on the teachings of Christ and the apostles. 
We are striving to uncover the whole truth of God’s Word, 
and to put these truths into practice. We are endeavoring to 
restore true worship. We are endeavoring to restore biblical 
marriages, the sanctity of godly unions. We are endeavoring 
to restore true holiness through the experience of entire 
sanctification. We have been “called out” by God through 
divine revelation to “walk by the same rule” and “speak the 
same thing.” We are endeavoring to establish the unity of 
the Spirit among God’s people through covenant union and 
Gospel discipline. 
 And when this unity prevails it won’t be long 
before we hear the sound of the trumpet and these prophetic 
words, “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath 
made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should 
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen 
is the righteousness of the saints” (Re. 19:7-8). 
           Until then let’s keep on singing and preaching and 
reaching out to the lost and the “other sheep.” Be assured, 
brethren, the prophetic promises will be fulfilled. What 
God has said will surely come to pass. His word cannot be 
broken and will be fulfilled. Amen! 

“All Things”
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2015 Assembly Minutes are available              
for $6.50 

plus shipping and handling

You can purchase the whole set 
of Assembly Minutes 2004-2015 

for $60.00 plus shipping and handling
(A savings of $18.00).    
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