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GOD IS FAITHFUL

by Brittney Green

Lamentations 3:22-23 “Because of the Lord’s great
love we are not consumed, for his compassions
never fail. They are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness.”
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God has taught us many things through all three of our children.
After having sweet Holden and being on this journey with him we
have learned more and more each day. God has shown us that
there are many ways to listen and accept children not only
through words but looking deeper into their hearts.
Our sweet son Holden was born in April of 2015. He
was delivered via an emergency C-section at 36 weeks. He was
able to come home from the NICU when he was 1 month old. We
were set up with many specialists to see over the next year in
hopes of being
able
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issues. When Holden was a couple months old, he was diagnosed
with a rare eye condition called CVI, astigmatisms and nearsightedness.
Holden was also diagnosed with microcephaly and a neck
condition concerning his c1 and c2 vertebrae. We were set up with
GOD IS FAITHFUL a research program, by our genetics team, that offered whole
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exome sequencing. After 6 months of more tests, the 2-year long
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search for an answer came to a close:Holden was diagnosed with
a rare genetic syndrome called KAT6A that only accounted for 199
cases worldwide. (Learn more at kat6a.org)

Brittney & Holden

Holden has had 3 surgeries since birth: the mal rotation of his intestines, deflux of his right
kidney, and had his testicles descended surgically. He will have one more surgery this year on his
neck. He is going to have his c1 and c2 vertebrae fused to his skull because they did not form
properly. We pray that will be his last.
Through prayer and God‘s wisdom we have gotten through the most trying times of our lives.
God has never failed us. He has always shown us his mercy. Through every surgery Holden has
gone through, every sleepless night, God has never left our sides. And by God’s grace we get to call
that sweet boy ours. He is nothing short of amazing and we have had the pleasure of meeting so
many new families that share our diagnosis along with our love of Christ.
He is the sweetest most loving child I have ever met. He loves his two older brothers and our dog.
He loves bubble baths and funny noises. Holden just lights up a room with his smile. We are very
confident that he will walk and communicate with us through signs and/or verbally. God
made Holden and all others like him in his image and has the perfect plan for their lives.

GOD IS GRACIOUS

By Julianna Johnston

Psalm 68:6 “God sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners
with singing;”

The work of the Lord is a beautiful thing to behold; His work is truly mysterious and
powerful. We have been blessed to see the goodness of God through our children by how
He loves them and cares for them. Our world was changed significantly when our second
child was born 7 weeks early; after 10 days in the NICU we learned our Isaac had Down
syndrome. From that moment on, our lives took a course we never could have anticipated.
Isaac's diagnosis opened our eyes to the many babies being aborted due to genetic
anomalies and to the thousands of children on waiting lists . . . waiting to be adopted . . . put
up for adoption simply because of a diagnosis--simply because of how God made them,
which is how we learned about Providence.
Our precious Providence is a twin who was put up for adoption due to her diagnosis of
Down syndrome. Providence’s parents kept her twin brother since he was born "normal."
She, however, was left in the hospital for several months, placed in multiple foster families,
and thanks be to God, came home to us a little before turning two.
She is so full of life and energy and has come a long way from the scared little girl we
brought home. She was unable to walk or hear and was only interested in paper. Now, at the
age of 6, she hears great (although she does not always listen . . .), loves to run, and is
intrigued by all things music. She is a gift, and we are blessed by her funny antics and
personality.

A few years after bringing Providence home, we learned about a boy named Slavik: blind,
nonverbal with autistic mannerisms existing in an incredibly dark place. He was 15 and stuck in
an institution in Ukraine where hunger and abuse was his life and would be his future. All he
needed was one family to step forward . . .
This was certainly a work of God because we weren't planning to be that family, but we are so
thankful that God made a way to bring him into our family. Slavik came to us an incredibly
scared, anxious boy. He only knew bad or worse; he had no concept of love or good or family. He
would scratch us, pinch our hands, and shake with anxious intensity, but after being home a few
months, his aggravated behaviors just stopped. It was amazing to see the transformation: God
working in his heart to teach him that we would not hurt him, that we would feed him, and that
we were here to help him. This is something only God could do for our son.
Providence and Slavik have a special bond that none of us could have imagined. They sit
together and play with socks: she giggles at him and steals his sock, and he lets her. She rubs his
head, and he smiles and nods his head. Their interactions are such a treasure, and while both of
them are nonverbal, they speak volumes to each other by simply being present.
Slavik and Providence don't have many things they engage in for various reasons, so coming to
De La Cruz was a priority for us--to broaden their worlds and give them something else in which
to find joy. Both were hesitant initially. Slavik gave us his signals for "What is going on? This is
new, and new things are scary," and Providence clung to me upon seeing Lakota as if she were
going to be eaten by it. After several sessions, though, they both began to truly enjoy the
experience. Providence now just sits and talks and rides confidently. Slavik moves his head and
takes in all the feels of being outside and gives us some big grins. It is a delight to see them ride
and take in the gift of nature that we would otherwise be unable to give them.
Our desire for their lives is that they know the love of God through the body of Christ. Certainly,
de la Cruz Farms and many volunteers who take the time to help them ride the horses and hear
God’s word are part of His goodness and kindness to our children. We give thanks for the way He
loves us in nature and through people who give their time and energy to be with our kids. Thanks
be to God!

Chris, Julianna, Slavik, Miriam, Anna, Leah,
Isaac, Providence, Andrew, and Judah

GOD IS MERCIFUL

By Amilia South

It is hard to come up with the right words to describe just how
amazing de la Cruz Farms is and the incredible impact they have
had on my family. I have had the privilege of knowing Bencita for a
few years now and she quickly became someone all of my children
came to love. But one of the most impactful moments and
something I will forever be grateful for is the way this place has
helped my little sister.
In January of 2018 I was granted emergency custody of my little
10 year old sister. After a short time, a heartbreaking and hard
investigation, and several court dates, I was granted fullpermanent custody by April 2018. Unfortunately, she came from a
very unsafe and traumatic environment where there was abuse,
neglect and drugs. When the opportunity presented itself, my
husband and myself did not hesitate to jump in and remove her
from the situation. When I was granted custody, though an
amazing blessing from God, it came with many challenges. She
was three grade levels behind from where she was supposed to be,
had never seen a dentist, had behavioral issues, was scared all the
time, didn't sleep at night, and was diagnosed with signs of PTSD
and anxiety. We started therapy immediately and are still doing it.
When Bencita was made aware of what was happening she
immediately asked what she could do to help.

Psalm 34:17-19 “The
righteous cry out, and
the Lord hears them;
he delivers them from
all their troubles.
The Lord is close to
the brokenhearted
and saves those who
are crushed in spirit.
The righteous person
may have many
troubles,
but the Lord delivers
him from them all;”

Ms. Liz teaching manual sign
language

That is when I expressed interest in getting Jasmin to participate with sessions at the
farm. Not long after she started living at my house she expressed interest in animals and
being a veterinarian when she grows up. I knew de la Cruz Farms was a place we could
build on this dream but also give her a setting to heal her mind, body and soul through
Scripture, which is extremely important to my family and my household. From the very
first session, she was filled with a happiness, that had never been felt in her short life.
She loved every single moment of every single session. We were extremely lucky to meet
Ms. Liz who had a wonderful impact on my sister. She shared the love of Christ with her
and gave her the guidance and prayers she needed to bring that love into her own heart.
After helping Jasmin receive the most amazing gift you can receive, Ms. Liz bought bibles
in which she wrote loving and encouraging words. She not only bought a bible for
Jasmin, but also for two of my daughters. Y'all I'm telling you, you NEED some Ms. Liz in
your life!
2018 was a tough and challenging year for my family. But the time we have spent and
continue to spend at the farm have brought many blessings to my family. The farm and
the staff have provided a place, for not only my sweet sister to heal and learn about God,
but it has also provided a place for my heart to heal from witnessing Jasmin's traumatic
experiences. I'm very thankful and blessed that God led us here and I am looking forward
to many more visits.

HONEY UPDATE

By Jeff Brooks

2018 was a year to remember determined as one of the wettest seasons ever for the High
Country. Overall, impact of the rain gave way to an extremely sparse nectar flow. With 24 days
of rain in the month of May, nectar flows were short and unpredictable. However, on July
14th and 15th, hive scales showed a bump in nectar production in excess of 13 pounds over
these two days, just in time for our first Honey Harvest Hoedown on July 28. With over 400
people in attendance, the music, honey harvest tours, exceptional food donated by Daniel
Boone Inn Restaurant, and square dancing made this event very successful. We also provided
honey “on tap” at the barn which offered attendees the opportunity to bottle their own honey.
This was an exciting and unique experience for all. We continued to offer this honey “on tap”
throughout the summer and fall months. Please keep in mind that the honey we sell typically
does not last past December. So, join in the fun and get your honey early. Come by and help
yourself!

LOOKING BACK AT 2018
1. Speech-language therapists, Tammy Gragg and Bencita Brooks, and occupational therapist,
Catherine Barry, completed level 1 and level 2 hippotherapy courses
(americanhippotherapyassociation.org) and were able to provide clinical approaches while riding
a horse to individuals with physical disabilities in order to achieve functional outcomes
2. Provided weekly sessions to 35 participants and their families as a result of having a paid
employee from May-August
3. Provided horse/farm sessions to approximately 150 individuals and their families
4. Partnered with Dr. Clint Zimmerman, Pediatrician at Blue Ridge Pediatrics with teaching the
Love and Logic parenting strategies to our community
5. Provided weekly volunteer opportunities and discipleship to a young man with developmental
disabilities
6. Three carpenter volunteers along with two anonymous donors graciously funded and built a
ramp that helps participants safely mount a horse
7. Honey Harvest Hoedown Benefit in July welcomed over 400 people as they enjoyed learning
about harvesting honey, food, live music, square dancing, a baked pie contest, and fellowship
8. Barnyard Bible Buzz in June and August focused on the book of Romans as over 70 children
participated in worship, prayer, bible truth and fun activities
9. On December 2, our second “Live Drive Through Nativity and Gospel Presentation” was
attended by 80 cars as God’s salvation plan for mankind was revealed

PRESSING FORWARD IN 2019
1. Continue to incorporate hippotherapy approaches within the horse sessions in order to
help individuals with disabiliteis- there is no one in the High Country that offers this service
2. Continue consistency of sessions during our open season by hiring a paid employee
3. Grow and sell fresh vegetables at the farm and teach our community about the
importance of knowing how healthy foods are grown
4. Partner with local Christian churches for summer bible study
5. Pray and wait on the Lord with regards to an indoor horse arena which would provide
consistency of horse sessions regardless of weather and provide for a longer open season
6. Continue to partner with Dr. Zimmerman with teaching various Love and Logic
curriculums to our community
7. Continue to develop volunteer opportunities for adults with developmental disabilities

