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Showers of Blessings: Major events of 2017
The 2017 season at de la Cruz Farms has been a full and blessed one with
many different events and new developments. We kicked off the season
officially on March 25th, with a community work day at the farm that
included a spring garden planting day with many of our children and
families coming to plant, as well as beekeeping volunteers helping Jeff
Brooks and Mark Parsons install more hives. We also had many groups
visit the farm for tours, volunteering and beekeeping lessons throughout
this year. Summer was an especially busy season at the farm, as June, July
and August were filled with our first ever “Barnyard Bible Buzz” that
stretched over 4 days each of the 3 months. The days consisted of Bible
truth times for children, prayer and worship, games, arts and crafts and
plenty of fun on the farm for the whole family.
Sessions on the farm continued throughout the year as weather permitted.
We were able to invite back old friends and families, as well as welcome
new families. Once our new Honey House was
completed, we have been able to use the
gathering room as a place to host different
events. We have also been able to provide
internships for several college students from
Baylor University, Elon University and
Appalachian State University. For many college students, de la Cruz Farms is a
great place of learning, but also of rest, refreshment and encouragement in their
walk with God, as many come off campus feeling very “world-weary”. This
year has also seen an expansion of one-on-one sessions for adults with
developmental difficulties, offering attention, love and guidance while doing
enjoyable activities and meaningful work. And, to finish the 2017 season, we
were able to host our first live, drive-thru Nativity with stations depicting the
gospel. Approximately 60 volunteers welcomed over 300 cars during the
course of three Sunday evenings.
Gannon and Lakota

Honey Report from Jeff Brooks
It is amazing to see the growth that has occurred over the last several years with
the beekeeping endeavors at the farm. The Lord’s blessings have enabled us to
incorporate beekeeping as an integral part of teaching the children and families
about His goodness and creation. The number of hives grew to 60 this year. We
were also able to build a honey processing room as part of a gathering area in the
Honey House for various functions and usages. The honey processing room
serves as a place to educate families, as well
as extract honey and store beekeeping
equipment, accommodating for the increase
in the number of hives. During 2017, we
were able to collect 1,700 pounds of honey,
most of which was sourwood. As always,
we sent our honey to be analyzed in order to
de la Cruz Beehives
compare what our yearly yield consists of,
and to what degree. This year (2017), the sourwood honey ran
around 84%, as opposed to 68% in 2016. We generally harvest twice
a year, in late June and late July. Please join us for an exciting and
busy time of year harvesting our Lord’s sweet goodness.
The new Honey House!

Voices of the Children & Families, Volunteers & Staff
“De la Cruz Farms is truly a blessing and privilege to be a part of.
Working on repairing and building or just everyday upkeep is amazing
because I get to see God’s children and families touched here by the smiles
and laughter, along with praying and working by their sides. Also, sharing
the true meaning of Jesus Christ is what it’s all about. Every day on the
farm is very exciting because I know God is doing amazing things with de
la Cruz Farms. Thank you my gracious and loving God for letting me be a
part of such an amazing thing.”~ Mark Parsons, de la Cruz Farms
caretaker
“As a session leader at de la Cruz, God has taught me so much about
how He can touch the lives of children and families simply by sharing His
creation and His word. I have been blessed to see the faith form for a child
Mark and Adam
who first came to us believing that the creation of the Universe was just an
explosion or an accident. As he learned about God's perfect design in all the creatures on the farm, this
child finally came to realize that God created this beautiful world and everything in it, including him.
There is no greater joy than the moment you see a child realize that God created them and that He loves
them so much that he would send His Son to die on a cross to provide the free gift of salvation. Many of

the children I have the privilege of helping at de la Cruz have come to us with some fears and anxieties,
which we often see melt away as they learn how to relate to a thousand-pound horse with kindness,
gentleness and trust. It is such a blessing to spend time with these families to
see how God can work in their lives.” ~Tammy Gragg, session facilitator
“I love being a session facilitator at de la Cruz Farms. The Bible tells us to
love not in word or in tongue alone, but in deed and in truth, and being part of
de la Cruz Farms allows me and so many others to do just that. I am so
thankful to have an opportunity to show God’s love in a tangible way to the
children and families who come here, as well as to share my deep love of God’s
creation, of His animals, of horses and gardening. There are so many needs in
this world and in our community, and it is an incredible blessing to be part of a
ministry that is helping meet some of those needs. I love seeing the children
gain new skills and find confidence as they learn to ride and work with the
horses. And most especially, I am thankful for the community of de la Cruz. In
our modern world, I think meaningful community is becoming rarer. De la
Cruz is a place of family and community in Christ, and I think that is what
many people are searching for, and find, at this farm”. ~ Zoe Cremeens,
session facilitator

Tammy, Christian & Peppy

“I started volunteering at de la Cruz Farms last fall, and instantly it felt like coming home. Everyone who
volunteers instantly welcomes you into the de la Cruz family. Getting to work with the children during a
session and seeing their faces light up whenever they get to spend time with the horses is so rewarding. I
will forever be grateful to Jeff and Bencita for hearing God’s call to create de la Cruz and, not only
acting on it, but remaining true to keep Christ at the center of every activity, session, and event at the
farm. De la Cruz Farms is truly incredible and I am so blessed to be a part of it.” ~ Carly Poor,
volunteer and session facilitator
“I started volunteering at de la Cruz Farms this past semester. I am a junior at App State majoring in
Early Childhood Development. Before I came to school at App I had never heard of de la Cruz and so
when I moved to Boone, my grandma told me that there was a place that I needed to visit because it
combined my love for horses and animals and my faith. I love the fact that I can be open about my faith
there. I also really enjoyed being able to pray as a group before the time I got to spend with the girls. I
worked with Jillian and Brittany every Tuesday and it quickly became the highlight of my week. I enjoyed
being able to spend the time with them weekly and we would always discuss how their day at school was.
I loved being able to spend time with them and we always created something fun out of everything.
Mucking the pastures became a fun job when we worked together.” ~ Bethany Critcher, volunteer

“What I like about the farm is the horses and learning about
them and the tack room. I like riding Peppy and Ticket the most.
The farm helps me to know horses and myself better. I like getting
to spend time with the horses and Zoe.” ~ Gannon, age 9

“De la Cruz Farms has been something we look forward to every time we have a session scheduled. I’ve
watched my son become confident in his farm chores and riding. He is always willing to

ends
get in there and help out and learn something new. We feel so lucky to have the opportunity to bring our
son here.”
~ Danielle, Gannon’s mother
“God has used the ministry and people of de la Cruz Farms to literally change
my entire life. I had been through several years of incredibly heartbreaking
trials, and my trust in God had reached an all-time low point in my life. I felt
hopeless and incredibly alone, wondering if my life would ever get better. At
that point, I really doubted it ever would. Fast forward… God has used the
people of de la Cruz Farms, who truly reflect His incredible selfless love in all
they do, to heal and revive my heart, and restore my trust and faith in Him.
Dozens of people at de la Cruz have literally loved me back to life and I no
longer feel alone. I now have an entire family and community at the farm,
because that is how everyone there treats me and loves me. It has been so
incredibly helpful and strengthening to have so many servants of God
encouraging me in my faith and my walk with the Lord, as well as to pray for
me and with me, provide a listening ear, or even a shoulder to cry on. The
people and ministry of de la Cruz are truly a shining light of God’s love in the
community.” ~ an anonymous participant
Bella, Araina and Emma
with the lambs

Thank you!
We want to thank our children and families, volunteers, donors, board of directors, neighbors and friends
for all their prayers, support and contributions. We look forward to expanding our farm family and
meeting new friends. It is a privilege to share God’s blessings and to serve you.

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie
down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He restores
my soul…” ~Psalm 23: 1-2

Farm friends and families at BBB

