
 

   

Presentation to Mayor Ethan Berkowitz and  
the Anchorage Municipality Assembly Members 

By the members of the Friends of the 4th Avenue Theatre 
January 29, 2019 



 

 2 

January 29, 2019 

 
Mayor Ethan Berkowitz 
Municipality of Anchorage Assembly Members 
P.O. Box 196650 
Anchorage, AK  99519-6650 
   

Dear Mayor Berkowitz and Assembly Members, 

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you this evening. A group of citizens met last week to discuss 
our concerns regarding the future of the 4th Avenue Theatre and the recent demolition permit that was obtained 
by the building’s owners, Peach Investments.   

We submit our Facts in Support of Preserving the 4th Avenue Theatre on page 3 for your review.  

In March 2017, a proposal was made to the Alaska Historical Commission (AHC) by Friends of the 4th Avenue 
Theatre to further the cause of saving this historic building. After the hearing, AHC determined that the building 
should be saved and sent their findings to Governor Bill Walker on March 23, 2017, (see page 4)  The letter was 
acknowledged by Lt. Governor Byron Mallott (see page 5). Some discussion was held with the municipality but, 
as far as can be determined, no further action was taken.  

Alaska Association for Historic Preservation (AAHP) submitted their own letter in May 2017, to Lt. Governor 
Mallott and the Alaska Historical Commission in support of saving the theatre. (See page 6) AAHP has included 
the theatre on their 10 Most Endangered Historic Properties in Alaska for several years. 

Saving the theatre fits within the Municipality of Anchorage Historic Preservation Plan. (See page 7)  The thea-
tre is an important historic property on 4th Avenue. Preserving the building adds to the downtown historic dis-
trict. It is an attractive tourist heritage destination as well as well as a venue important to the citizens of Anchor-
age. It is important to the economic development of the downtown area by being a fully restored and functioning 
facility to anchor 4th Avenue. 

While the Friends of the 4th Avenue Theatre was an informal group in 2017, the group meeting last week recog-
nized that a non-profit organization was needed. The organization will facilitate the work necessary to work to-
wards saving the theatre including working with the owner, state, or municipality; AHC, AAHP, the municipali-
ty’s Historic Preservation Commission, and other partner agencies or organizations. Once the group has been 
organized, members can begin drafting the capital campaign as well as seeking donations and writing grants. 

We would like to point out that there are over 5,700 people on Facebook interested in the future of the theatre. 
While the majority live in Alaska, many are former residents living elsewhere. The theatre is that important. 
We’ve included a fact sheet about the theatre on page 8. 

We feel that the theatre may be  in imminent danger of being lost to the community forever. The Friends of the 
4th Avenue Theatre encourages the Municipality of Anchorage to take action so that the theatre will be guaran-
teed to remain an important part of Anchorage’s — and Alaska’s — history.  

Sincerely, 

David Levy 
Sheila Abbott Patterson 
Cheryl Lynn Lovegreen  lynnlovegreen@gmail.com  (907) 345-5831 

 
Representing the Friends of the 4th Avenue Theatre 
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 Facts in Support of Preserving the 4th Avenue Theatre 
 
The building is on the National Register of Historic Places. In 1982, the Alaska Office of History and Archaeology 
evaluated the significance of the building (see, National Register of Historic Places inventory-site nomination form 
in supporting exhibits) and nominated the property for inclusion.  On October 5, 1982, the Keeper of the National 
Register, National Park Service, certified that the building had been added to the National Register of Historic Places 
as worthy of preservation. 
 
The Fourth Avenue Theatre in Anchorage, (formally known as “The Lathrop Building”): 
 
1. is of great and unique importance to the historic and cultural heritage of Alaska and should be protected and pre-

served for future generations;  
 

2. is a key part of the historic section of downtown Anchorage, which traces its history to the Original Anchorage 
Townsite (1915); 
 

3. is eminently qualified and should be officially declared to be an Alaska State Monument and Historic Site in ac-
cordance with the policies and procedures of the Alaska Historic Preservation Act, a designation that would en-
sure by law that the historic character and value of the building would be permanently protected and preserved 
for future generations, regardless of ownership;  
 

4. is in imminent danger of having its historic character and value seriously impaired or destroyed (see, AS 
41.35.060(b)), because (a) of disuse and neglect; (b) the current owner has recently sought and obtained a demo-
lition permit from the Municipality of Anchorage that allows it to demolish the building; and (c) the owner has 
made public a plan it has developed that, if implemented, would result in an alternative structure being built on 
the site; and 
 

5. because of the great and unique importance of the building to the historic and cultural heritage of the State of 
Alaska, and the fact that the historic character and value of the building is in imminent danger of being seriously 
impaired, or completely eliminated, the building is important and appropriate for state ownership if state owner-
ship is the only means of ensuring that the building is officially declared an Alaska State Monument or Historic 
Site to be protected and preserved for future generations. See AS 41.35.060(b). 

 
These Facts are Based upon: 
 
1. the applicable provisions of article XIII, §7 of the Alaska Constitution; the Alaska Historic Preservation Act (AS 

41.35 et seq.);  the applicable state regulations and guidelines promulgated in accordance with that legal authori-
ty; and the important public policies and purposes underlying, embodied and expressed in those legal authorities; 
 

2. the responsibilities and obligations that the members of Alaska Historical Commission have by law to serve and 
fulfill the statewide public policies, purposes and promises to future generations of protecting and preserving the 
properties in this state that are important to the historic and cultural heritage of Alaska;  
 

3. the proposal submitted to the Alaska Historical Commission on March 17, 2017 by the “Friends of the Fourth 
Avenue Theatre,” and the exhibits and supplemental submissions provided in support of that proposal; 
  

The Friends of the 4th Avenue Theatre specifically recommends that the Municipality of Anchorage Assembly 
should immediately undertake all action necessary to preserve the theatre for the future.  
 
No historic building in Alaska is more qualified to be declared an Alaska State monument and historic site, and no 
historic building in Alaska is more important to protect and preserve for future generations as part of the historic and 
cultural heritage of this state, than the Fourth Avenue Theatre.   
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4th Avenue Theatre Fact Sheet 
• The theatre was built by Cap Lathrop as his legacy to Alaska. It is the only art deco building of its kind in 

Alaska. It was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1981. 

• The Fourth Avenue Theatre, also known as the Lathrop Build-
ing, has been described as Art Deco, Streamline Moderne, 
and Art Moderne in style. Built beginning in 1941, and com-
pleted in 1947, after a halt during World War II, somewhat 
after the heyday of these styles, it was a large 960-seat first-run 
theater until the 1980s.  The resulting, high fashioned decor --
particularly the plush interior --was, and continues to be, even 
more astonishing than was originally planned.   

• The theater was designed by B. Marcus Priteca, a prominent 
Seattle-based architectural firm and leading designer of themed 
cinemas in America, in association with Seattle architect 
A.A. Porreca (A.A.) in the late 1930's. C. William Hufeisen 
was then selected as contractor for the construction 

• The theater's lobby featured a gold leaf mural of Mount McKinley, but originally omitted a concession 
stand, a feature Lathrop felt was inappropriate. The main house was decorated with silver and gold murals 
by Anthony Heinsbergen and Frank Bouman of Los Angeles, and a rendering of the Big Dipper (a symbol of 
Alaska) on the ceiling.   

• The interior of 4th Avenue Theatre is the spark that brings the building to dramatic effect. The murals --
a rich collection of prime Alaskana --provide an uncommonly handsome lining to the heart of the theatre. 
There are four sets of murals: a huge, floor-to-ceiling pair, which depicts the commercial and industrial growth 
of Alaska --helps to frame the stage.  

• The lighting and seating of 4th Avenue Theatre are noteworthy. A casual look toward the ceiling brings 
into focus the familiar Big Dipper and North Star constellations, shining forth in a configuration of twinkling 
starlight. Additional lighting is provided by large colorful glass baubles. Those large red, orange, and yellow 
globes, hang about midway down each aisle. The seating is carefully structured in order to provide 
straight aisles and unobstructed sight lines for seated patrons; accomplished by providing love seats at 
the ends of alternating rows.  

• As the Lathrop Building, the complex included facilities for Lathrop's radio and television stations, a res-
taurant, and a penthouse apartment added in 1959-1960. 

• Construction of the theatre was the culmination of a 25-year dream for the eminent Austin E. Lathrop. 
“Cap,” as the most prominent self-made Alaskan millionaire pioneer (19th and/early 20th century) was gen-
erally known, had the intention of leaving the 4th Avenue Theatre and Lathrop Building as his legacy to 
the fine people of Alaska. 

• 4th Avenue Theater is considered by experts to represent "the culmination of the Art Deco movement in 
the U.S. “ Skilled practitioners of the art, here “honed down the showy nature of the 1930-50 fad style into a 
gem-like distillation of highest quality --beautifully integrated into regional motif and a creative, exciting indi-
viduality" -- unsurpassed by any other known example in the Pacific Coast region. 

• 4th Avenue Theatre stands in testimony to Cap Lathrop --- not as a monument to him but as a monument 
made by him. Lathrop was visionary. His achievements in transportation, broadcasting, construction and coal 
mining were instrumental steps in severing the territory from a frontier past, towards a progressive future.   

The theatre is a landmark in the transition of Anchorage from a frontier community to a city 
of permanence. It is a landmark in the development of a city in which families live, work, 

play, and die. as stated in an Anchorage Daily Times editorial after the gala opening. 


