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The Cape Cod Collaborative’s 2022 All Cape Professional Development 

Day will offer more than 30 workshop/presentations across a broad range 

of topic areas relevant to K-12 educators, including: Counseling/Support 

Services, ELL/ESL, Music and Art Education, Early Childhood Education, 

World Language, PE/Health, Nursing, and Library Media.  In-person 

workshops will be held at Dennis-Yarmouth Regional High School.  

Virtual/Remote presentations will be broadcast live on October 7, with 

recordings available for educators to access later.  Unless otherwise 

specified, morning workshops will take place from 8:00 – 11:00am and 

afternoon workshops will take place from 12:00 – 3:00pm.  Please register 

through your district’s SmartEDU or create a new account via our website 

https://capecodcollaborative.org/courses-professional-development-

education/. 
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SPECIAL NOTES 
 
 
Library Media 
 

This year’s offering for K-12 Librarians/Media Specialists is a full-day program.  When you register 
you are eligible to attend any or all presentations and workshops being offered.   
 

Early Childhood Offerings 
 

This year’s offering for Early Childhood Educators is a full-day program.  When you register you 
are eligible to attend any or all presentations and workshops being offered. 
 

Nurses’ Offerings 
 

This year’s offering for School Nurses is a full-day program, delivered by Boston Children’s 
Hospital.  When you register you are eligible to attend any or all presentations.  
 
 

Presentation/Workshops Relevant to All Educators and Staff 
 
Being an Ally to LGBTQIA+ Students 
 

Full Day Virtual/Remote                                                                                                                             
This presentation will go through all the best ways to properly support your LGBTQIA+ students. 
We will cover the vocabulary surrounding gender and sexuality, as well as pronoun and pronoun 
usage. We will also dig into the root of the biases that these students face and learn a little bit 
about queer history and how that affects our students today. This is an easygoing and flexible 
workshop, and we will have lots of time for questions! If you attended this presentation last year, 
much of this information may be repeated, but if you feel you need a refresher, I would love to 
see you there. 
 
Understanding the Backgrounds of Refugee and Immigrant Students and Families 
on Cape Cod 
 

Half Day Virtual/Remote AM 
Students who are learning English are more than just language learners – they are usually 
members of immigrant or refugee families who are navigating the complexities of acculturation, 
trauma, resettlement, and/or isolation while also building on their strengths and developing 
resiliency. In this session, we will examine the backgrounds, strengths, and needs of immigrant 
and refugee populations on Cape Cod, particularly regarding their education. 
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FINE ARTS 
 

(001)  Digitizing Your Art Lessons Using Google Slides 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day AM 
Google Slides provides a wonderful format for digitizing art lessons and daily agendas for 
students at school, or if absent. Create dynamic, engaging presentations with your lesson, 
resources, examples, standards and assessments all in one place.  Learn how to create these 
visually appealing, interactive lessons that can be reused year after year to make your curriculum 
planning easy because they are complete and ready to use.  
 
TARGET AUDIENCE:  All grade level art educators 
 
PRESENTER: Kristen Deschamps   
 
BIO: Kristen Deschamps, has been a Fine Arts Instructor at Mashpee Middle High School for 
twenty years. She is the National Art Honor Society Advisor, and currently teaches Exploring the 
Arts, and Design & Visual Communication, to 7th- 12 graders. She received her master’s degree in 
Art Education from University of Massachusetts Dartmouth. 
 

(002)  Painting Inspired by Hopper 
 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day AM  
Instructor will instruct the group in painting a Cape Cod landscape inspired by American painter 
Edward Hopper.  The methods learned here can be employed in teaching your students about 
painting local landscapes with acrylic, and some of the art history of the many artists who made 
Cape Cod their thriving artistic community.  
 
TARGET AUDIENCE:  All grade level art educators 
 
PRESENTER: Michael Giaquinto        
 
BIO: Michael, the former Exhibitions Curator at the Cape Cod Museum of Art, studied art at 
Montserrat College of Art, Beverly, MA; North Carolina State University, where he studied Art 
History. He also taught art at St. John Paul II High School in Hyannis, MA, and teaches painting for 
adults at the Weny Education Center at CCMoA, and the Creative Arts Center, Chatham, MA. He 
has held workshops at the DeCordova Museum and Sculpture Park, Lincoln, MA & The Truro 
Center for the Arts, & Falmouth Art Center.  Giaquinto was awarded "Craftsman of the Year" by 
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the Early American Life Magazine in 2001 and 2005. He is represented in Deborah Forman's book, 
Contemporary Cape Cod Artists on Abstraction, 2015. 
 

(003)  Finding the Shot: The Art and Craft of Better Seeing 
 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day PM  
A famous photographer once said, “If you want to take better pictures, stand in front of more 
interesting stuff”.  Great advice coming from a guy who probably gets paid to travel to exotic 
places and take pictures. What about those of us who spend a lot of time in our own 
neighborhoods? Well, we’re lucky to live on Cape Cod where there’s lots of “interesting stuff” - 
everything from boats and lighthouses to beaches, harbors, waves, wildlife, people and more 
- waiting for someone to stand in front of it. This program is about how to “see" that stuff with 
a photographer's eye and make expressive photographs out of it. Using images from his own 
portfolio and the work of other photographers and visual artists, John will cover things like the 
elements of expressiveness, composition, and design, light and lighting, the creative use of depth 
of field, shutter speed and camera motion, plus ideas on planning and a little bit on editing tools 
to optimize your images. Mostly, though, the program is about the art of seeing and how to 
develop your creative eye, find inspiration and “interesting stuff” wherever you look and turn it 
into expressive images. You’ll leave the session with ideas for exercises to share with your 
students and a list of resources for further exploration. You’ll also have a chance to practice some 
of the techniques and ideas John discusses, so bring your camera or phone.  
 
TARGET AUDIENCE:  All grade level art educators 
 
PRESENTER:  John Tunney 
 
BIO: John Tunney is a full-time photographer. He is a frequent exhibitor in New England art 
shows and festivals, and his award-winning work has been featured in a solo exhibition at the 
Griffin Museum of Photography and in galleries and other venues.  He is the author of the photo 
book, Error! Hyperlink reference not valid., is a contributing writer to the photography 
website Petapixel.com. His photographs have appeared in Cape Cod Life, Cape Codder, Fodor’s 
and other publications. A Master Artist of Cape Cod Art Center, John shares his knowledge of 
fine-art photography in classes, workshops, and seminars for beginning and experienced 
photographers. See the video of Chatham’s Artist of the Month Film about John! John Tunney 
Photography; www.jtunney.com 
 

(004)  Creating Ceramic Sculptures with Meaning 
 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day AM                                                                                         The 
National Core Arts Standards require students to “formulate an artistic investigation of personally 
relevant content for creating art.”  This workshop will demonstrate how to help students create 
ceramic sculptures and projects with relevance and meaning. All Grades 
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PRESENTERS: Corine Adams & Craig Brodt               

 
BIOs: Corine Adams has a BFA and MAE from the UMass Dartmouth. She teacher ceramics at 
Falmouth High School. Corine makes decorative and functional ceramic art and has a special 
interest in alternative firings such are saggar, raku, horsehair and wood firing.  
Craig Brodt works at Dennis Yarmouth Regional High as a 3-D Art Teacher for grades eight 
through twelve and is entering his 23 years of teaching. Prior to this, Craig taught at Nathaniel H. 
Wixon Middle School and Barnstable High School. He teaches beginning thru advanced Ceramics 
and Sculpture classes. Currently, Craig is a member of the Cape Cod and The Island Art Educators 
Association. Craig earned his MFA from Rochester Institute of Technology School for American 
Crafts in Rochester, New York and earned his BFA from Green Mountain College in Poultney, 
Vermont. Craig's work is directly inspired from nature and his work has been exhibited locally as 
well as having work included Craig’s work is directly inspired from nature and his work has been 
exhibited locally as well as having work included in the permanent collection at the Cape Cod 
Museum of Art. 
 

(005)  Different Ways to Make and Decorate a Clay Mug 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day PM 
The presenters will demonstrate the various ways to make and decorate a clay mug: 

• Slab building using a template and a soup can  
• Tri-pod mug 
• Coiled mug 
• Wheel thrown mug 
• Kurinuki mug 
• Ugly face mug / sculpting 
• Stamping 
• Printmaking rollers to make 
• lines and edges 
• Slip designs 
• Paddling 

PRESENTERS: Corine Adams & Craig Brodt               
 

BIOs: Corine Adams has a BFA and MAE from the UMass Dartmouth. She teacher ceramics at 
Falmouth High School. Corine makes decorative and functional ceramic art and has a special 
interest in alternative firings such are saggar, raku, horsehair and wood firing.  
Craig Brodt works at Dennis Yarmouth Regional High as a 3-D Art Teacher for grades eight 
through twelve and is entering his 23 years of teaching. Prior to this, Craig taught at Nathaniel H. 
Wixon Middle School and Barnstable High School. He teaches beginning thru advanced Ceramics 
and Sculpture classes. Currently, Craig is a member of the Cape Cod and The Island Art Educators 
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Association. Craig earned his MFA from Rochester Institute of Technology School for American 
Crafts in Rochester, New York and earned his BFA from Green Mountain College in Poultney, 
Vermont. Craig's work is directly inspired from nature and his work has been exhibited locally as 
well as having work included Craig’s work is directly inspired from nature and his work has been 
exhibited locally as well as having work included in the permanent collection at the Cape Cod 
Museum of Art. 
 
(006)  Teaching Abstract Painting for Emotional Expression in Students 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP:  Half Day PM  
Mellissa Morris will teach techniques to create an abstract painting with your students that helps 
them express and transform emotions into color, experiences into shapes, and imagination and 
spirit into material.  
 
TARGET AUDIENCE:  All grade level art educators 
 
PRESENTER: Mellissa Morris      
 
BIO:  Mellissa Morris is a mixed media artist with a focus in drawing and painting inspired by 
nature or abstraction. Currently, she has a working studio at 46 Pearl Street at the HyArts 
Campus.  She teaches drawing, abstract painting, and mixed media courses with a bent towards 
expression and abstraction at the Cape Cod Art Center, Falmouth Art Center, and The Cotuit 
Center for the Arts. Mellissa Morris is currently the artist in residence for the town of Barnstable, 
She holds a master’s degree in fine arts Painting, and is a certified practitioner in Hatha Yoga, 
Mindfulness and Meditation, and energy Reiki Healing. 
 
 

COUNSELING – SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

(007)  Understanding the Backgrounds of Refugee and Immigrant 
Students and Families on Cape Cod 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day Virtual/Remote AM 
Students who are learning English are more than just language learners – they are usually 
members of immigrant or refugee families who are navigating the complexities of acculturation, 
trauma, resettlement, and/or isolation while also building on their strengths and developing 
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resiliency. In this session, we will examine the backgrounds, strengths, and needs of immigrant 
and refugee populations on Cape Cod, particularly regarding their education. 
Learning Objectives: 

• Describe the countries and backgrounds of immigrant and refugee students and families 
in one’s school district and community. 

• Gain awareness of the strengths and challenges immigrant and refugee students and 
families face as they interact and engage with their school and community. 

• Explain four core stressors of immigrant and refugee students and families and strategies 
for how educators can support those experiencing such stressors. 

• Acquire information on the various systems immigrant and refugee students and families 
interact with, such as the U.S. Refugee Program. 
 

TARGET AUDIENCE: EL teachers, content teachers, counselors, etc. It is appropriate for all 
educators. 
 
PRESENTER: Laura Gardner, MSW 
 
BIO: Laura has 20 years of experience working in education, refugee resettlement, and social 
work.  While in education, she worked as a district level manager for immigrant family and 
community engagement as well as a school social worker. Laura also worked for Bridging Refugee 
Youth and Children’s Services (BRYCS) managing their national technical assistance initiative to 
federal Refugee School Impact Grantees.  Laura has facilitated professional development on 
building the capacity of teachers and school systems to engage immigrant families in their 
children’s education, language access, cultural competency, equity, unaccompanied immigrant 
children, immigrant family reunification, and refugee resettlement.  Laura holds a master’s 
degree in Social Work from Columbia University and a bachelor’s degree in Education. In 2017, 
she founded the organization Immigrant Connections (www.immigrantsrefugeesandschools.org). 
 

(008)  FBA & BIP:  Best Practices in The Field 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Full Day   
This workshop will focus on practical approaches to conducting high-quality but efficient 
functional behavior assessments in public school settings.   This includes best practices in 
completing observations, data collection methods, interviews, screening tools and records review.  
Standards for report writing will also be covered.  Finally, the presenter will take the participants 
through the process of creating behavior intervention plans based on their FBA findings.   
 
TARGET AUDIENCE:  School Psychologists, Special Education Teachers, MSWs, Adjustment 
Counselors 
 
PRESENTER:  David Dilley, M.Ed., BCBA 
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BIO: David is a special education teacher and a board-certified behavior analyst.  Over the last 30 
years, David has worked for public, private, and collaborative schools, in-home ABA providers 
and residential placements.  Currently David owns a private practice named Horizon Consulting 
Group, LLC that provides behavioral and educational consultation and direct services to schools 
and families across eastern Massachusetts. 
  

(009)  Being an Ally to LGBTQIA+ Students 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Full Day Virtual/Remote                                                                     
This presentation will go through all the best ways to properly support your LGBTQIA+ students. 
We will cover the vocabulary surrounding gender and sexuality, as well as pronoun and pronoun 
usage. We will also dig into the root of the biases that these students face and learn a little bit 
about queer history and how that affects our students today. This is an easygoing and flexible 
workshop, and we will have lots of time for questions! If you attended this presentation last year, 
much of this information may be repeated, but if you feel you need a refresher, I would love to 
see you there 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: All Educators 
 
PRESENTER: Dirk Ray Correia 
 
BIO: My name is Dirk Correia.  I have been an advocate for LGBTQ+ rights for over 7 years, and I 
specialize in designing inclusivity &amp; education trainings and event planning. I worked as an 
inclusion specialist at Sturgis West for two years and have experience working with younger kids 
as a camp counselor. In addition to those qualifications, I am a board member for both my own 
non-profit, the Cape &amp; Islands Transgender Resource Fund, as well as the GSA Outreach 
ambassador for PFLAG Cape Cod.  

 
(010)  Signs & Symptoms of Anxiety and Ways to  

Nurture Young Children 
 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Virtual Half Day AM 
Anxiety is on the rise! To be able to support young children we need to be able to identify 
what anxiety looks like and identify strategies to help! This training is geared towards any school 
staff who work with young children, pre-K- grade 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Counselors/Educators who work with children preK-2 
 
PRESENTERS: Lisa Aguiar, MSW, LICSW and Merrie Mackenzie, M.Ed., ECMH-E® 
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BIOs:  Lisa Aguiar, is a Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker (LICSW) who graduated from 
Wheelock College with a Masters of Social Work in 2010. Lisa has 30 years of experience working 
with children and families in a variety of clinical and educational settings including community-
based settings; clinical settings; school-based settings; early childhood care settings and medical 
settings. She has worked with the Early Childhood Training and Consultation Program since 2019 
as an Early Childhood Consultant and Trainer, and as Clinical Supervisor since July of 2022. Lisa 
has specialized training in trauma and crisis intervention; culturally competent assessment 
practices; infant and early childhood mental health; special education law; the Pyramid Model; 
and DC 0-5. Lisa has also taught in higher education since 2010 and is currently a senior instructor 
at Bridgewater State University in the graduate division of Social Work and is a sitting member of 
the Childhood Studies Advisory Board. Lisa also served as a Policy Fellow at the Massachusetts 
State House in 2006 working directly with lawmakers on issues that impact children, families and 
underserved populations.  
Merrie Mackenzie is an Early Childhood Consultant and Trainer with JRI’s Early Childhood Training 
and Consultation Program.  She has her master’s degree in Early Childhood Education Preschool 
to 2nd grade.  Her role in this capacity is to support and coach teachers and families in developing 
strategies to support a child’s development. She has been in the Early Childhood Field for over 17 
years as a Program Director, Supervisor, Teacher, and Early Intervention Clinician and for the past 
3 years as an Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant.  She has been involved in community 
engagement through her career working with the Nurturing Families Program, Parenting in 
America Trainings, Community Connections, and Father’s Engagement. She has sat on the board 
of Worcester Community Connections as their community advisor and has been a member of the 
DCF board in Worcester where she was the Early Intervention Director. Merrie is trained in The 
Pyramid Model and the Pyramid Observation Tools, Brazelton Touchpoints, Active Parenting First 
Five Years and is certified as a Teachstone Pre-K CLASS observer.  Merrie is also endorsed by the 
Massachusetts Association for Infant Mental Health (MassAIMH) as an Early Childhood Family 
Specialist. Merrie’s passion for Educators and Children keeps her excited about each day.  She 
enjoys finding new ways to work with children and teachers alike. 

 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
 

(011)  Culturally Responsive Teaching-Family, Culture and Community 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day AM 
Drawing upon both current research and evidence-based practice this workshop 
discusses Culturally Responsive Teaching and incorporates family, culture and 
community as equal partners. Early education professionals, will consider and evaluate 
how these factors may be misrepresented as challenging behavior with children and how 
to navigate this. This workshop will also discuss, how family, culture and community have the 
potential for implicit biases and discuss how to recognize it. Early education professionals will 
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discovery how a child’s development can be influenced by culturally responsive practices and 
learn the importance of including family and culture and community into curriculum planning. 
This workshop will provide participants with the opportunity to: 

o Participants will build an understanding of guiding principles for developing 
o cultural competencies that align with best practices. 
o Participants will learn how to strategize and make meaningful connections with 
o families and communities. 
o Participants will learn the impacts of implicit biases. 
o Target Audience: 

 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Early Childhood Professionals (Infant, Toddler, Preschool, Pre-K & 
Kindergarten) and Elementary School Teachers and Administrators (K – 6). 
 
PRESENTER: Amy Scott, M.A., PMC 
 
BIO: Amy Scott has been in the field of Education; more specifically, Early education for over 
30 years. Amy an earned bachelor’s degree, an earned master’s degree, a Post Master’s 
certificate in Early Education Research, Policy, and Practice. Amy is currently enrolled in 
Northcentral University Doctoral program for Education.  Amy has worked in various capacities 
within the education community. Some of her previous and/or current roles are: Adjunct 
professor, Administration, Consultant, and ABE Lead Educator and Employment Advisor. Amy 
shares her knowledge and expertise in early education through workshops, Professional 
Associations and at the college level. 

 
(012)  Embracing Nature, Gardening and Sustainable Change in Early 

Education Settings 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day PM 
Research has shown a multitude of benefits for children and adults that incorporate the outdoors 
on a regular basis. However, engaging with nature and the outdoors is one of the most 
overlooked and underrepresented areas in early childhood, today. This workshop will discuss 
how to advance the visibility of nature, gardening, and sustainable practices within your schools 
and how it addresses children’s health, wellness, cognitive and social/emotional development. 
This workshop will provide participants with the opportunity to:  

o Participants will build an understanding and appreciation of ecosystems, food systems, 
and environmental processes  

o Participants will learn how to create opportunities to strengthen children’s connection 
and rootedness to their communities.  

o Participants will learn how promoting nature, gardening and sustainable change aligns 
with EEC and DOE standards. “A just and sustainable world where environmental and 
social responsibility drive individual, institutional, and community choices”. The North 
American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE)  
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TARGET AUDIENCE: Early Childhood Professionals (Infant, Toddler, Preschool, Pre-K & 
Kindergarten), Elementary School Teachers and Administrators (Kindergarten through Grade 6) 
 
PRESENTER: Amy Scott, M.A., PMC 
 
BIO:  Amy Scott has been in the field of Education; more specifically, Early education for over 
30 years. Amy an earned bachelor’s degree, an earned master’s degree, a Post Master’s 
certificate in Early Education Research, Policy, and Practice. Amy is currently enrolled 
in Northcentral University Doctoral program for Education.  Amy has worked in various capacities 
within the education community. Some of her previous and/or current roles are: Adjunct 
professor, Administration, Consultant, and ABE Lead Educator and Employment Advisor. Amy 
shares her knowledge and expertise in early education through workshops, 
Professional Associations and at the college level. 
 

(010)  Signs & Symptoms of Anxiety and Ways to  
Nurture Young Children 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Virtual Half Day AM 
Anxiety is on the rise! To be able to support young children we need to be able to identify 
what anxiety looks like and identify strategies to help! This training is geared towards any school 
staff who work with young children, pre-K- grade 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Educators who work with children preK-2 
 
PRESENTERS: Lisa Aguiar, MSW, LICSW and Merrie Mackenzie, M.Ed., ECMH-E® 
 
BIOs:  Lisa Aguiar, is a Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker (LICSW) who graduated from 
Wheelock College with a Masters of Social Work in 2010. Lisa has 30 years of experience working 
with children and families in a variety of clinical and educational settings including community-
based settings; clinical settings; school-based settings; early childhood care settings and medical 
settings. She has worked with the Early Childhood Training and Consultation Program since 2019 
as an Early Childhood Consultant and Trainer, and as Clinical Supervisor since July of 2022. Lisa 
has specialized training in trauma and crisis intervention; culturally competent assessment 
practices; infant and early childhood mental health; special education law; the Pyramid Model; 
and DC 0-5. Lisa has also taught in higher education since 2010 and is currently a senior instructor 
at Bridgewater State University in the graduate division of Social Work and is a sitting member of 
the Childhood Studies Advisory Board. Lisa also served as a Policy Fellow at the Massachusetts 
State House in 2006 working directly with lawmakers on issues that impact children, families and 
underserved populations.  
Merrie Mackenzie is an Early Childhood Consultant and Trainer with JRI’s Early Childhood Training 
and Consultation Program.  She has her master’s degree in Early Childhood Education Preschool 
to 2nd grade.  Her role in this capacity is to support and coach teachers and families in developing 
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strategies to support a child’s development. She has been in the Early Childhood Field for over 17 
years as a Program Director, Supervisor, Teacher, and Early Intervention Clinician and for the past 
3 years as an Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant.  She has been involved in community 
engagement through her career working with the Nurturing Families Program, Parenting in 
America Trainings, Community Connections, and Father’s Engagement. She has sat on the board 
of Worcester Community Connections as their community advisor and has been a member of the 
DCF board in Worcester where she was the Early Intervention Director. Merrie is trained in The 
Pyramid Model and the Pyramid Observation Tools, Brazelton Touchpoints, Active Parenting First 
Five Years and is certified as a Teachstone Pre-K CLASS observer.  Merrie is also endorsed by the 
Massachusetts Association for Infant Mental Health (MassAIMH) as an Early Childhood Family 
Specialist. Merrie’s passion for Educators and Children keeps her excited about each day.  She 
enjoys finding new ways to work with children and teachers alike. 

 
(013)  How Body Language and Mindfulness Support Young Children 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day AM 
This training will focus on how body language and mindfulness impacts the daily routines of 
children in our programs as well as help them understand their own emotions and other people’s 
emotions. The providers will understand the benefits of mindfulness in children of all ages, 
promoting happiness, and relieving stress 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Training for providers that speak Portuguese 
 
PRESENTER: Karen Neira 
 
BIO: Karen Neira holds a bachelor’s in Chemical Engineering and Post-graduation in 
Neuroscience, Positive Psychology, Mindfulness and Neuroscience for Business at MIT. She is a 
Tutor for Elementary, Middle, and High School students for Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and 
Science. Karen has been a Family Childcare Provider for 8 years, taking care of toddlers, Infants, 
and School age kids. She has a passion for studying and teaching. 
 

(014)  Baby Steps to STEM for Infants and Toddlers 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Full Day 
What is Early STEM all about for infants and toddlers? Young children, beginning from birth, are 
naturally curious about SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, and MATH. Let's explore STEM 
through intentional teaching. You will have STEM activities for infants and toddlers to bring back 
to your program and share with your infants and toddlers.  Let’s begin  
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Family childcare, Center base, Directors, Administration. 
  
PRESENTER: Katey Grossman  
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BIO: Katey Grossman has been a Mass trainer for over five years, she works for IEPD, and 
independently. She is an early educator with over 30years in the field of Early Education and care. 
She has served on the MAEYC Board. She also facilitates the Listening Sessions for Family 
childcare for MAAEYC. My lifelong journey of learning never ends, and it keeps me passionate in 
the field.  
 

(015)  Supporting Infant-Toddler Language and Literacy 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day AM                                                                                                                                          
Infants and toddlers are in a period of language explosion! In this hands-on workshop we will 
identify language and literacy milestones and behaviors and explore how to create an 
environment and experiences that support language and literacy development. You will discover 
how to choose appropriate books for infants and toddlers, and how to engage families in 
supporting language and literacy development at home. 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE:  Infant-toddler educators 
 
PRESENTER:  Nancy Toso 
 
BIO:  Nancy Toso is the founder and director of the Nancy L. Toso Consulting Group, committed 
to providing relevant and meaningful professional development to early childhood educators and 
leaders. Nancy holds a master’s degree in Early Childhood and has continued her learning 
through post graduate courses, her year as a CAYL Fellow, and her involvement with the 
Massachusetts affiliate of NAEYC. Nancy’s career has included a wide range of experiences 
including teaching infants, toddlers, and preschoolers, directing and owning early learning 
centers, starting a Resource and Referral agency, consulting to groups starting childcare 
programs, adjunct faculty at Wheelock College and the Northeast Montessori Institute, and 
professional coach for early childhood teachers and leaders. Nancy has spent the last 30+ years 
developing and presenting interactive and impactful professional learning experiences locally, 
statewide, and nationally to empower early childhood educators to put new ideas and 
perspectives into their own practice. 
 

(016)  Maintaining Quality and Morale in your Program 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day PM                                                                                                                                        
Everyone acknowledges that we are in the midst of a staffing crisis. In this interactive workshop 
we will explore how you can keep your staff motivated, invested, and engaged through creating a 
strengths-based, positive work environment. Discover how to facilitate, foster, and support 
collaboration, teamwork, and joy among staff so that they can develop and achieve goals for 
themselves and children. 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Early Childhood Program Administrators/Leaders 
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PRESENTER:  Nancy Toso 
 
BIO:  Nancy Toso is the founder and director of the Nancy L. Toso Consulting Group, committed 
to providing relevant and meaningful professional development to early childhood educators and 
leaders. Nancy holds a master’s degree in Early Childhood and has continued her learning 
through post graduate courses, her year as a CAYL Fellow, and her involvement with the 
Massachusetts affiliate of NAEYC. Nancy’s career has included a wide range of experiences 
including teaching infants, toddlers, and preschoolers, directing and owning early learning 
centers, starting a Resource and Referral agency, consulting to groups starting childcare 
programs, adjunct faculty at Wheelock College and the Northeast Montessori Institute, and 
professional coach for early childhood teachers and leaders. Nancy has spent the last 30+ years 
developing and presenting interactive and impactful professional learning experiences locally, 
statewide, and nationally to empower early childhood educators to put new ideas and 
perspectives into their own practice. 
 

(017)  5 Minute Warning Transitions that Work 
 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP:  Half Day AM                                                                                                                                                  
Transitions!!!! Some days it feels like we are herding kittens. Yesterday we did an awesome 
transition activity but it’s not working today. Participants will learn the importance of planning 
your transitions, new transition activities, and how to make them quality learning experiences. 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Toddler, Preschool, K Educators 
 
PRESENTER: Dotti McDevitt 
 
BIO: Dotti McDevitt has been an Early Childhood Specialist for over 30 years. Dotti 
holds a master’s degree in Education and is the Educator Training and Support 
Manager at Child Care Network on Cape Cod. She is also the founder of Totally 
Teaching, a consulting, coaching, and training company for early educators and 
programs. She has been a family childcare educator, preschool director and teacher 
and has taught grades Kindergarten through grade 4 in the public schools. She has 
been the Cape Cod Chapter’s representative on the MAAEYC board for over 15 years 
and the Conference Committee Co-chair for the past seven years.  
 

(018)  Hey! What Are They Doing with That? The Diversity of Loose 
Parts 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day PM                                                                                                                                          
Open ended, creative, readily available. Loose parts are for all ages and all abilities. But how does 
this fit in with our practice? How can we assess what children are doing? What is the value of 
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loose parts to the learning process? Participants will explore the answers to these questions and 
more. 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Toddler, Preschool, K Educators 
 
PRESENTER: Dotti McDevitt 
 
BIO: Dotti McDevitt has been an Early Childhood Specialist for over 30 years. Dotti 
holds a master’s degree in Education and is the Educator Training and Support 
Manager at Child Care Network on Cape Cod. She is also the founder of Totally 
Teaching, a consulting, coaching, and training company for early educators and 
programs. She has been a family childcare educator, preschool director and teacher 
and has taught grades Kindergarten through grade 4 in the public schools. She has 
been the Cape Cod Chapter’s representative on the MAAEYC board for over 15 years 
and the Conference Committee Co-chair for the past seven years. 
 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 
 

(019)  Planning Out Loud 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP:  Full Day Virtual/Remote 
As we examine the 2020 WIDA ELD Standards, it can be difficult to imagine how to embed the 
ideas into day-to-day instruction.  In this workshop, teachers will plan a differentiated language 
development unit that embeds the 2020 WIDA Standards K-12.  Through a think aloud and 
modeling process, teachers will set differentiated language development goals and explore 
strategies to engage learners in meeting those goals. 
Participants will: 

o examine the 2020 WIDA English Language Development Standards; 
o participate in a backward mapping planning process; 
o explore instructional strategies to engage learners; and 
o create an engaging unit plan that engages learners at all English proficiency level. 

 
TARGET AUDIENCE: ESL teachers, content teachers 
 
PRESENTER: Kelly Reider 
 
BIO:  Kelly has 27 years of experience in public education settings including consultant, ESL 
district program coordinator, school administrator, instructional specialist, & teacher. She is an 
international workshop facilitator, former WIDA Certified Facilitator, a recipient of the TESOL ELT 
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Leadership Management Certificate, and a National Board Certified Early Childhood Generalist. 
She provides consulting and professional development services in all aspects of instruction, 
language development, program evaluation, curriculum development, & system level program 
planning. Kelly holds a master’s degree in Instructional Systems Development & certification in 
Elementary Education, Spanish, ESOL, & School Administration. 
 

(007)  Understanding the Backgrounds of Refugee and Immigrant 
Students and Families on Cape Cod 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day Virtual/Remote AM 
Students who are learning English are more than just language learners – they are usually 
members of immigrant or refugee families who are navigating the complexities of acculturation, 
trauma, resettlement, and/or isolation while also building on their strengths and developing 
resiliency. In this session, we will examine the backgrounds, strengths, and needs of immigrant 
and refugee populations on Cape Cod, particularly regarding their education. 
Learning Objectives: 

• Describe the countries and backgrounds of immigrant and refugee students and families 
in one’s school district and community. 

• Gain awareness of the strengths and challenges immigrant and refugee students and 
families face as they interact and engage with their school and community. 

• Explain four core stressors of immigrant and refugee students and families and strategies 
for how educators can support those experiencing such stressors. 

• Acquire information on the various systems immigrant and refugee students and families 
interact with, such as the U.S. Refugee Program. 
 

TARGET AUDIENCE: EL teachers, content teachers, counselors, etc. It is appropriate for all 
educators. 
 
PRESENTER: Laura Gardner, MSW 
 
BIO: Laura has 20 years of experience working in education, refugee resettlement, and social 
work.  While in education, she worked as a district level manager for immigrant family and 
community engagement as well as a school social worker. Laura also worked for Bridging Refugee 
Youth and Children’s Services (BRYCS) managing their national technical assistance initiative to 
federal Refugee School Impact Grantees.  Laura has facilitated professional development on 
building the capacity of teachers and school systems to engage immigrant families in their 
children’s education, language access, cultural competency, equity, unaccompanied immigrant 
children, immigrant family reunification, and refugee resettlement.  Laura holds a master’s 
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degree in Social Work from Columbia University and a bachelor’s degree in Education. In 2017, 
she founded the organization Immigrant Connections (www.immigrantsrefugeesandschools.org). 
 
 

WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

(020)  But What About the Grammar? 
 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Full Day 
 As proficiency-based teaching becomes more popular we are still left with the question of what 
to do with grammar. Join us for this workshop where we’ll explore different communicative 
strategies to teach grammar as a concept. We’ll explore methods like the PACE Model, Structured 
Input and Discovery Grammar as ways to “teach” grammar but in a meaningful and less explicit 
way. During this session we will see real examples of grammar in context as well as resources to 
use when trying these out in our classrooms. 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Middle and high school world language teachers. 
 

PRESENTER: Mike Travers, Spanish Teacher, Wellesley High School 

 

BIO: Mike is a Spanish teacher at Wellesley High School in Massachusetts and has taught learners 
both Spanish and French at the novice and intermediate levels. Mike is very active in professional 
learning communities through MaFLA, NECTFL, and ACTFL, where he presents, facilitates, or 
participates in conferences and workshops to continue learning more about proficiency-based 
teaching. Mike has worked with districts such as Chicago public schools, Germantown public 
schools, Omaha public schools, and Baltimore public schools. He has presented on the topics of 
grammar, curriculum writing and language learning and the brain. Apart from conferences, Mike 
was an interview panelist on the MA World Language Framework, a member of the MaFLA Board 
of Directors and NECTFL advisory board and the winner of multiple awards for his presentations 
at MaFLA and NECTFL. 
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MUSIC 
 

(021)  ¡Canta Conmigo! Songs and Singing Games from Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, and Spain 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Full Day 
Come sing, play, move, create, and experience joy with living music traditions from Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, and Spain. Participants will actively engage in repertoire that the presenter recently 
learned while living in each of these countries. The music was shared by teachers, families, and 
children and represents diverse practices that span from traditional songs and singing games to 
contemporary children’s music that utilizes recorded media. The activities allow for musical play 
and movement, encourage lyrical improvisation, and foster community. The texts are accessible 
to learn and field videos will be shown to demonstrate the songs in authentic contexts. History of 
each region and strategies for integrating the collection into Culturally Responsive and Sustaining 
Pedagogies will also be discussed. ¡Ven a cantar y jugar! Come sing and play! 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: General Music K – 5(6) Educators 
 
PRESENTER: Dr. Rachel Gibson 
 
BIO: Dr. Rachel Gibson is a Professor of Music and coordinator of music education at Westfield 
State University in Massachusetts and is an active local, national, and international clinician. Her 
book ¡Canta Conmigo! Songs and Singing Games from Guatemala and Nicaragua (Oxford 
University Press, 2021) is a comprehensive teaching resource that includes songs and singing 
games she learned while living in Central America. As a Fulbright Global Scholar (2021), she 
taught and researched at Universidad de Málaga in Spain and travelled throughout the country 
learning children’s songs from local musicians. Rachel is president of Kodály Educators of 
Southern New England (KESNE), member-at-large for Connecticut American Orff-Schulwerk 
Association (CTAOSA) and serves on the Organization of American Kodály Educators (OAKE) 
National Board of Directors. 
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(022) Conducting to Inspire 
 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Full Day 
A seminar that focuses on envisioning our roles as conductor as more than a tempo keeper, but 
also as a chamber music and soloist coach, composer’s advocate, customer service expert, 
production designer, and radical thinker.  Discussing how to liberate conductors and their 
musicians by fostering their dreams and artistry and connecting their “real” world to the 
classroom.   
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Music teachers. 
 
PRESENTER: Jung-Ho Pak, Artistic Director of the Cape Symphony 
 
BIO: Described by the New York Times as a conductor who "radiates enthusiasm" and the Los 
Angeles Times as "a real grabber", Jung-Ho Pak is known for his unique vision of the role of 
classical music. Since 2007 he has been Artistic Director and Conductor of the Cape Symphony in 
Massachusetts, one of the largest orchestras in the New England region. Mr. Pak is also Artistic 
Advisor and Conductor of the Fremont Symphony.  Previously, he has been Artistic Director and 
Conductor of Orchestra Nova, the New Haven Symphony Orchestra, and the San Diego 
Symphony, which Mr. Pak guided from bankruptcy to unprecedented financial success. As a 
nationally recognized educator, he served as Music Director with the University of Southern 
California (USC) Symphony and the San Francisco Conservatory of Music Orchestra, as well as 
Director of Orchestras and Music Director of the World Youth Symphony Orchestra at the 
Interlochen Center for the Arts, Principal Conductor of the Emmy-nominated Disney Young 
Musicians Symphony, Music Director of the Debut Orchestra, Colburn Chamber Orchestra, and 
Diablo Ballet. Guest conducting has taken him to Europe, Russia, South America, and Asia.  Mr. 
Pak is also a frequent speaker on television and radio including TED Talks and NPR appearances, 
as well as a clinician and conductor at national music festivals. 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH 
 

(023)  Pickleball 
 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP:  Half Day AM                                                                                                                                
During the session, participants will learn about pickleball, the rules and skills involved with the 
game. Participants will also practice, playing pickleball games.  

*This session will take place at the Marstons Mills Pickleball courts 
760 Osterville-West Barnstable Road* 

 
TARGET AUDIENCE:  Physical Education Teachers 
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PRESENTERS: TBD -Physical education professionals in collaboration with the Barnstable 
Pickleball Committee 
 

(024)  Vaping:  A Local and National Problem 
Addressing It at School 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day Hybrid PM 
The presentation will be about the current trends with vaping among students and how schools 
are addressing it.  The first part of the session will be presented remotely by Marcella Bianco, 
Director for the CATCH My Breath youth e-cigarette prevention program.  CATCH My Breath is a 
peer-reviewed, evidence-based nicotine vaping prevention program (Public Health Reports) 
developed by The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston (UT Health) School of 
Public Health that has been proven effective at reducing the likelihood that students will 
experiment with vaping. The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) recently named CATCH My Breath as the only recommended school-level youth vaping 
intervention in the evidence-based resource guide series Reducing Vaping Among Youth and 
Young Adults. Through a partnership with Discovery Education and CVS Health Foundation 
supplemental resources have been added to the already free CATCH My Breath curriculum 
including virtual field trip, video topic series, and lessons for STEM and Humanities.  The second 
half of the program will be conducted in person by David Downs, Barnstable Police School 
Resource Officer. Consequences for substance use will be discussed with time for questions and 
answers There will be an opportunity to see the “Hidden in Plain Sight” trailer. 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Health Education Teachers 
 
PRESENTERS: Marcella Bianci and David Downs  
 
BIOs: Officer Downs has been a police officer for 20 years, and a school resource officer for 5 
years. He is certified in all juvenile matters. Marcella has almost 20 years of experience working in 
tobacco prevention and control. Her career in tobacco prevention began in 2005 when she 
worked for Floridians for Youth Tobacco Education (FYTE) as the South Florida Field Director. 
Marcella oversaw 13 south Florida counties to ensure requirements were met to pass FYTE 
(Amendment 4) and restore funding for youth tobacco prevention including the Students 
Working Against Tobacco (SWAT), a movement mobilizing youth to stand up and fight against the 
tobacco industry.  In 2015, Marcella and her family relocated to Nashville, Tennessee for an 
opportunity to work at the Tennessee Department of Health as the Tobacco Prevention Program 
Director for the state. Through her local and state work experience Marcella has built 
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relationships with local, state, and National partners to change policy and social norms around 
tobacco. 

 
(025)  In the Trenches and How to Dig Out! 

 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day AM                                                                                           
This workshop will give tips on verbiage and action items for advocacy of H/PE for the different 
target groups of parents, administrators, and fellow colleagues. Target Audience: Health/PE 
teachers 

 
TARGET AUDIENCE:  All grade level Health/PE educators 
 

PRESENTER: Maria Melchionda, Executive Director-MAHPERD 
 
BIO: Maria Melchionda has been in education for 39 years. She has a Master’s in Educational 
Leadership (K-6) and has a Bachelor of Science, licensed in K-9 physical 
education. Her experiences include teaching in the public schools as an elementary and 
adapted physical educator for 20 years, Past President of the Massachusetts Association for 
Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance; member of the National Association for 
Sport &amp; Physical Education Public Relations Committee and Past Chair of the Public and 
Legislative Affairs Committee for the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance.  Maria has served as SAM (Society of Association Management-all ED’s) 
Chair of the Eastern District Association and SAM Chair of SHAPE America.  She has made 
numerous presentations in various arenas on the national, regional, and state levels pertaining 
to quality health and physical education for all students. Maria received the 1998 Dr. Catherine 
E. Comeau Award for Leadership Excellence at Bridgewater State College; the 2004 MAHPERD 
Elementary Teacher of the Year; recipient of the 1997 MAHPERD Honor Award and 2011 
Presidential Citation; recipient of the 2014 Outstanding Professional in Physical Education 
Award from SHAPE America Eastern District and recipient of the 2017 Tilia J. Fantasia Service 
Award from SHAPE America Eastern District. Maria is presently an Adjunct Professor at 
Bridgewater State University and the Executive Director of the Massachusetts Association for 
Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance. 
 

(026)  Achieving Quality Inclusive Physical Education Through 
Connecting with Special Olympics Massachusetts 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: Half Day PM:  
Unified Physical Education provides a unique opportunity for students with and without 
disabilities to come together through ongoing educational and physical activities. During this 
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session we will provide a high-level overview of what Unified PE can look like across all grade 
levels and have a roundtable discussion about strategies and best practices for implementation. 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: Adapted Physical Educators and General Physical Educators 
 
PRESENTERS: Eric Archambault & Patti Doherty 
 
Bio: Eric Archambault is the Young Athletes & Early Education Program Manager for Special 
Olympics Massachusetts. Eric has been with Special Olympics MA since 2015 and has helped 
shape the growth of Special Olympics Young Athletes programming across the state. Young 
Athletes is an inclusive sport and play program for children with and without intellectual 
disabilities. Eric also works with Pre-K & Elementary schools to develop their own Unified 
strategies, which includes implementing Unified Physical Education activities during the school 
day.  
Patti Doherty is the Vice President of Schools and Community Development for Special Olympics 
Massachusetts. Patti joined Special Olympics MA in 2002 and has been managing the Unified 
Champion Schools strategy and programming since 2014. Patti has been instrumental in the 
growth of Interscholastic Unified Sports, now spanning across 134 middle and high schools in 
Massachusetts. These sports include Unified Basketball and Track & Field.  
 
 

LIBRARY 
 

(027)  A Day of Programming for Library Media Specialists 
 

These presentations and activities are offered as a full day with a unique schedule 
of events 

 
Civic Engagement and Student Agency 

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: (8:30 – 9:15): In a post-truth world where democracy is under 
threat, civic engagement is more important than ever. Additionally, our students are collectively 
suffering a mental health crisis. Librarians and libraries have a role to play. Civic engagement is a 
powerful way to increase student agency and the school library is a perfect partner! Laura will 
incorporate the 10 Questions from Young Changemakers, developed by the Democratic 
Knowledge Project out of Harvard, information literacy lessons, and her personal and 
professional experiences to share ways we can help our students engage more meaningfully in 
the world and issues that matter to them. 
 
PRESENTER:  Laura Gardner 
 



 23 

BIO: Laura Gardner, a National Board-Certified Teacher in Library Media, is Teacher Librarian at 
Dartmouth Middle School in Dartmouth, Massachusetts. Laura was awarded the School Library 
Journal (SLJ) School Librarian of the Year Co-finalist Award in 2016 and the AASL Reader Leader 
social media superstar award in 2019. She's a HUGE reader, a mother, and an avid runner, and 
used to be active on Instagram at @LibrarianMsG, but she’s taking a break from social media. She 
served on the Massachusetts Teen Book Choice committee and Presenter has reviewed for SLJ 
and other publications in the past. Recently she was elected to the 2024 Newbery committee, a 
lifelong goal, which proves dreams come true! Personally, she’s passionate about fighting the 
climate crisis and is chair of Climate Reality Massachusetts Southcoast. Laura is all about student 
choice and voice and strives every day to be an advocate for her students and their passions. 
 

Launching NanoWrimo Program in Your School 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORKSHOP: (9:30 – 10:15):  Kristine Asselin shares her personal NaNoWriMo 
story from first word to published book. She’ll share tips and tricks on how you can do the same, 
as well as encourage your students on their own novel writing journey. 
 
PRESENTER: Kristine Asselin, Author 
 
BIO: Kristine Asselin is the author of twenty works of children’s nonfiction as well as the YA 
novels Any Way You Slice It and Spark Honor book, Falling For Wonder Boy, and co-author of the 
middle grade novel The Art of the Swap. She is a sucker for a good throwback 80's song or a 10's 
boy band and can’t resist an invitation for Chinese food or ice cream (but not at the same time). 
She lives in Central Massachusetts with her teen daughter and husband and spends part of 
everyday looking for a TARDIS to steal. You can find Kris online at KristineAsselin.com. 
 

Job Alikes 
 
Librarians have a chance to talk with one another in similar school settings, share solutions to 
problems and struggles they are currently facing: Elementary, Middle and High School 
 

Library Media Specialists ‘On Stage’ 
 
MS sign up and share knowledge or content they have created (projector available).  Examples 
might include a ‘go-to’ lesson they use, a Google add-on, a Google extension, a must have 
subscription or program recommendation, etc.   
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NURSING 
 

(028)  Nursing Full Day Varied Program -- Virtual 
 

Urgent Care in the School Nurses Office   
8:00-10:00 

 
This presentation will cover specific childhood conditions, signs and symptoms and red flags that a 
school nurse should be aware of in daily practice. 
  
Presenter:  Beth Klements PNP has experience as the Asthma Clinical Practice Specialist at Boston 
Children’s Hospital.  She also worked as a PNP providing Urgent Care at Bridgewater Pediatrics for 
20 years.   Beth has been a certified pediatric nurse practitioner for 24 years, and a Registered 
Nurse for 45 years. She received both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Boston College 
School of Nursing. 
  

Psychiatric Issues in Children   
10:00-12:00 

 
This presentation will cover psychiatric issues related to behavioral health (depression and anxiety 
and other conditions) treatment options and strategies to support the child in the school setting.   
  
Presenter: Miranda Gonzalez LCSW is a social worker on the Psychiatric Consultation service at 
Boston Children’s Hospital.  Miranda received her MSW from Simmons University and has worked 
in a variety of settings including hospital, group home level of care and community mental health. 
  
Presenter: Jennifer Schlebusch, Milieu Counselor 11, works with the Behavioral Response team 
and has experience working in-patient Psychiatry at Boston Children’s Hospital.  She works with 
children on coping skills meditation and breathing techniques. She has presented on topics 
related to behavioral health to school nurses. 
  

Bullying/Sexting in the School Setting: Strategies and Prevention 
 1:00-3:00 

 
This presentation will cover strategies to help end bullying situations and prevent them in the 
future.  A discussion of supporting the child and family during the bullying process.  How school 
staff can advocate for the child.   Resources will be discussed Massachusetts anti-bullying 
legislation. 
 
Presenter: Dr. Rafalli specializes in Neurology and is the Director of the Bullying and 
Cyberbullying Prevention and Advocacy Collaborative (BACPAC) Clinic at Boston Children’s 
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Hospital. Dr. Rafalli graduated from The School of Medicine at Stony Brook University Medical 
Center. 
  
Presenter: Amy Dugrey is a Parent & Family Educator in the Neurology Department at Boston 
Children’s Hospital.  Amy has a master’s degree from Simmons College in Special Education: 
Moderate Disabilities PreK-8 and years working in public schools as a Special Educator/Case 
Manager.  In addition to her work in several clinics within the Neurology Department, Amy assists 
in the BACPAC Program (Bullying and Cyberbullying Prevention and Advocacy Collaborative) as an 
Educational Resource Specialist. 


