
 
 

MINUTES OF THE 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICES BLOCK GRANT (CSBG) ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
 

December 9, 2020 
 

 

Vice Chair Rukin called the meeting to order at 1:34 P.M. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, this meeting was conducted remotely via GoToMeeting. Chair Macrito 
arrived just after Rukin called the meeting to order. She apologized for being late and 
explained that she was working with a client. Macrito ran the remainder of the meeting. 
 

Board Members Present 
 

Sue Brokaw, Township Supervisor, Dorr Township 
Kurt Gamlin, Pastor, First United Methodist Church of Woodstock 
Mike Iwanicki, Superintendent, Veterans’ Assistance Commission 
Donna Jackowiak, Interim Executive Director, Consumer Credit Counseling 
Margaret Jenkins, Probation Officer, McHenry County Court Services 
Debbie Macrito, Case Manager, McHenry Township Board Chair 

Hans Mach, Community Development Admin, McHenry Co. Planning & Development 
Gary Rukin, Intake Coordinator, Thresholds CSBG Board Vice Chair 

Tom Rogers, Pastor, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Virginia Peschke, Director, Woodstock Food Pantry 
Rich Ring, Continuum of Care/Saints Peter & Paul PADS 
 

Board Members Absent 
 
John Lieb, Chief of Police, Woodstock City Police excused absence 
Angie Reeks, Private Citizen Representing the Formerly Homeless excused absence 
Charles Sprague, Executive Director, New Life Transitions Jail Ministry excused absence 
 

Others Present 
 
Sue Rose, Community Services Director, McHenry County Housing Authority CSBG Board 

Secretary 
 

Megan Bennett, Homeless Outreach/Community Case Manager, McHenry County 
Housing Authority 
 

Karen Bloomdahl, Community Services Clerk, McHenry County Housing Authority 

 

Did this meeting have a quorum? 
 

Yes 
 

Public Comments 
 

None   
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Introductions 
 
Introductions were made.  
 
Vote to Fill the Private Sector Vacancy 
 
The vote was tabled. The invitee did not attend the meeting.  Rose noted the difficulty in 
finding new members during a pandemic, and asked the board members to recruit 
candidates. 
 

Approval of Minutes  
 

Peschke motioned and Rukin seconded to approve the September 2020 minutes. The 
vote was all “aye” with the exception of Brokaw and Rogers, who abstained because 
they were absent from the September meeting.   
 

FY 2020 CSBG Program Reports, other programs supported by CSBG funds, and  
CSBG COVID 
 

Rose discussed the FY 2020 program reports line by line, including the CSBG COVID 
CARES programs and programs that are supported by CSBG. Rose said that requests 
for past-due rent assistance continues to be the most common need expressed by 
clients. As the pandemic gets worse, the need for assistance increases. Rose explained 
that the numbers of requests have been astounding, and the community services 
department (CSD) staff has been working diligently to try and process the applications. 
Rose complemented the CSBG staff for their hard work. Two of the CSD staff, Megan 
Bennett and Karen Bloomdahl, were in attendance at the meeting.  Rose explained that 
the demand for past-due rent assistance is likely to increase after the moratorium on 
evictions is lifted.   
 

Rose discussed the 2021 program line-up, and explained that the grant had not yet 
been approved by DCEO, but was in the approval process.  Per the board’s direction 
from the September meeting, the programs are the same as are offered in the 2020 
grant, as those needs were still relevant. The motel shelter program is not actually a 
new program, as the same service was offered under the 2020 homelessness 
prevention program. It was pulled out of that program for tracking and reporting 
purposes.    
 

Rose explained how inquiries are still being received through DCEO’s Smartsheets. 
Those in need of assistance are also emailing and calling staff directly, and are making 
inquiries through other MCHA staff members, who forward their emails. In addition, 
many inquiries have been received from other agencies. Rose noted that CSD staff has 
been very busy fielding all of these inquiries.  
 

Rose discussed the ongoing difficulties in finding suitable applicants for the trade 
training program, and asked the board members to share any new ideas should they 
come up with any. 
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Board Members’ Discussions/Comments/Announcements: 
 

Rose gave information about how she approached Pioneer/PADS staff about offering 
CSBG motel shelter for those are waiting for a shelter bed at PADS. Rose explained 
that she doesn’t want anyone to a have to sleep outside, especially during the cold 
weather. Rose said she and Bennett had a subsequent phone meeting with 
Pioneer/PADS to discuss in detail how this informal partnership could work, and all 
seemed agreeable to the plan. 
 

Gamlin asked Rose to give a prediction about what she thinks will happen once the 
COVID-related eviction moratorium ends. Rose said that she suspects it will be similar 
to the housing crisis caused by the 2008 recession. Many people will lose their homes, 
housing values will drop, and there will be an increase in homelessness. 
 

Peschke discussed how the Woodstock Food Pantry, which serves all of District 200, 
has had a decrease in customers since the pandemic began. This is surprising because 
the pantry is taking great precautions to keep everyone safe. Peschke said she feels the 
decrease is because there are so many other food distribution programs available right 
now. She asked everyone to spread the word that the pantry has plenty of food to 
distribute. 
 

Iwanicki announced that the VAC has renewed its Caregiver Relief Program, which 
provides caregiving respite assistance for those who are caring for a vet or a spouse of 
a vet. The demand for the program is low right now because fears about catching 
COVID-19 are making people feel hesitant about allowing others into their homes. 
Iwanicki also announced that the VAC is hiring a part-time van driver (applicants must 
be veterans), and they are also hiring a full-time admin specialist clerk (applicants must 
be a vet or a spouse of a vet). 
 

Mach announced that the county has extended its deadline for 2021 concept papers for 
HOME and CDBG funds. The county also has additional CDBG COVID funding 
available; 25% of that funding must be used for economic development and the 
remainder must be used for public services.  
 

Rogers mentioned that the Rotary Club of Woodstock’s Christmas Clearing house is 
looking for volunteers to deliver packages on December 19th.  There are 1400 deliveries 
to make, and the cargo will consist of boxes and gift cards. All deliveries will be no-
contact; the packages are to be left at the recipient’s door.  
 

Brokaw announced that on Christmas Eve, the Woodstock Country Club will provide 75 
free, prepared meals for seniors age 60 and older. Each senior will receive up to 2 free 
meals, which must be picked up at the country club. Brokaw also mentioned that 
Catholic Charities will run out of funding for their congregate meal program at the end of 
December. Mach mentioned that the county might be able to help with some funding.    
  
Adjourn 
 

Peschke motioned to adjourn, seconded by Iwanicki. The motion carried and the 
meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 


