Stations of the City

As we begin
Collect for Good Friday
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through
Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family;
take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts;
break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love;
and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your
purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races
may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For the Parish
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven
and earth, hear our prayers for this parish family. Strengthen
the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent.
Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring
us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Station 1: St. David’s school playground
For Young Persons
God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady
and confusing world: Show them that your ways give more life
than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than
chasing after selfish goals. Help them to take failure, not as a
measure of their worth, but as a chance for a new start. Give
them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their
joy in your creation. Bless all places of learning that they may
bring new discovery, and the pursuit of wisdom; and grant that
those who teach and those who learn may find you to be the
source of all truth through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Station 2: Homeless Jesus statue
For the Poor and the Neglected
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all
poor and neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to
forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and
all who have none to care for them. Help us to heal those who are
broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy. Grant
us grace fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace
with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom,
help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our
communities and among the nations. Grant this, Father, for the
love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Station 3: St. Mary’s Cathedral
For the Mission of the Church
Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the
world to yourself: We praise and bless you for those whom you
have sent in the power of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all
nations. We thank you that in all parts of the earth a community
of love has been gathered together by their prayers and labors,
and that in every place your servants call upon your Name; for the
kingdom and the power and the glory are yours forever. Amen.

Station 4: Congress Avenue
Vocation
Almighty God our heavenly Father, you declare your glory and
show forth your handiwork in the heavens and in the earth:
Deliver us in our various occupations from the service of self
alone, that we may do the work you give us to do in truth and
beauty and for the common good; we remember also those who
suffer want and anxiety from lack of work. Guide the people of
this land so to use our public and private wealth that all may find
suitable and fulfilling employment, and receive just payment for
their labor through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For the Residents of Downtown
Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of
that holy City to which the nations of the world bring their
glory: We pray especially for the city of Austin and the residents
of downtown. Put far from them, we beseech thee, every root of
bitterness, the desire of vainglory, and the pride of life. Fill them
with faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, and
godliness that all of your many people from different cultures and
with differing talents may find with one another, here in Austin,
the fulfillment of their humanity; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Station 5: Texas African American History Memorial
God of justice, In your wisdom you create all people in your
image, without exception. Through your goodness, open our eyes
to see the dignity, beauty, and worth of every human being. Open
our minds to understand that all your children are brothers and
sisters in the same human family. Open our hearts to repent of
racist attitudes, behaviors, and speech which demean others.
Open our ears to hear the cries of those wounded by racial
discrimination, and their passionate appeals for change.
Strengthen our resolve to make amends for past injustices and to
right the wrongs of history. And fill us with courage that we might
seek to heal wounds, build bridges, forgive and be forgiven, and
establish peace and equality for all in our communities. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.

Station 6: Texas State Capitol
For Sound Government
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may
be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other
nations of the earth.
Lord, keep this nation under your care.
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of
States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative authority,
grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in
States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and foresight to
provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our
obligations in the community of nations.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

Teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their
responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they may elect
trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of
our society; that we may serve you faithfully in our generation
and honor your holy Name.
For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head
above all.  Amen.
For an Election
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers
and privileges: Guide the people of the United States in the
election of officials and representatives;that, by faithful
administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected
and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Station 7: Texas State Supreme Court
For Courts of Justice
Almighty God, you sit in the throne judging right: We humbly
beseech you to bless the courts of justice and the magistrates in
all this land; and give to them the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, that they may discern the truth, and impartially
administer the law in the fear of you alone; through him who shall
come to be our Judge, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
For Prisoners and Correctional Institutions
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit
our jails and prisons with your pity and judgment. Remember all
prisoners, and bring the guilty to repentance and amendment of
life according to your will, and give them hope for their future.
When any are held unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and
teach us to improve our justice. Remember those who work in
these institutions; keep them humane and compassionate; and
save them from becoming brutal or callous. And since what we do
for those in prison, O Lord, we do for you, constrain us to improve
their lot. All this we ask for your mercy's sake. Amen.

Station 8: Vietnam War Memorial
For those in the Armed Forces of our Country
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all
the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad.
Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen
them in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face
the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of your
abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Station 9: Peace Officers Memorial
A Litany for Peace
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit,
Have mercy on us.
For all victims of violence, and particularly for those affected by
gun violence, we pray to You, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For those who have been injured, that they might know your
healing power, we pray to You, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For those who are afraid, that they may know Your perfect love
which casts out fear, we pray to You, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For those who mourn, that they may be comforted in their
distress, we pray to You, O Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.
For all who have died, that they may be received into the arms of
Your mercy, we pray to You, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For the first responders, caregivers, and all who work to protect,
heal, and restore, we pray to You, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For those in authority, both in the Church and in government, that
they might lead us in the way of Justice and Peace, we pray to
You, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That we may not repay evil for evil, but find grace to forgive, we
pray to You, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That all people might be united in the work of Your Kingdom, we
pray to You, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Station 10: Capital grounds
For Stewardship of Creation
O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of
every living creature: Make us always thankful for your loving
providence; and grant that we, remembering the account that we
must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Station 11: Contemporary Austin - Jones Center
For Liberty and Justice for All
Creator of life, help us to celebrate the uniqueness and dignity of
each individual. We pray for those who live with injustice, terror,
disease, or death as their constant companions. Help us to
eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those
who spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and
equal opportunities for all. Show your children that they are all
welcome and perfect in your image, lifting up their differences as
gifts. Give strength to LGBTQIA+ persons to live their truths, by
creating spaces that are safe and affirming to live, worship, and
thrive in. We pray also that you would help us to welcome the
immigrants and refugees who flee oppression, poverty,
persecution, violence, and war. Take away all hatred and
prejudice, and whatever else may hinder us from godly union and
concord; that, as there is but one Body and one Spirit, one hope
of our calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one God and
Father of us all, so we may with one mind and one mouth glorify
thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Station 12: Columbarium
For the Departed
Eternal Lord God, you hold all souls in life: Give to your whole
Church in paradise and on earth your light and your peace; and
grant that we, following the good examples of those who have
served you here and are now at rest, may at the last enter with
them into your unending joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
A Prayer in Time of Pandemic - By the Rev. Dr. Kate Sonderegger
This hour we turn to you, O Lord, in full knowledge of our frailty,
our vulnerability, and our great need as your mortal creatures.
We cry to you, as one human family, unsure of the path ahead,
unequal to the unseen forces around us, frightened by the
sickness and death that seem all too real to us now. Stir up your
strength and visit us, O Lord; be our shield and rock and hiding
place! Guide our leaders, our scientists, our nurses and doctors.
Give them wisdom and fill their hearts with courage and

determination. Make even this hour, O Lord, a season of blessing
for us, that in fear we find you mighty to save, and in illness or
death, we find the cross to be none other than the way of life. All
this we ask in the name of the One who bore all our infirmities,
even Jesus Christ our Risen and Victorious Lord. Amen.

As we end: Labyrinth
A Prayer attributed to St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

Prayers are taken/adapted from The Book of Common Prayer and other online
resources, except for “A Litany for Peace” from Bishops United Against Gun
Violence

