
AGAPÉ FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY 

The celebration of festal meals is not appropriate during Holy Week. In Christian tradition such festivities take place 
only after the Lenten fast has been completed by the celebration of the Great Vigil––which is the Passover Feast of 
Christians––and the reception of Easter Communion. 

If it is desired to share a meal after the Maundy Thursday Eucharist, the following order may be observed. 

A meatless meal is to be preferred. The setting should be austere and the foods sparse and simple. Appropriate foods 
include soup, cheese, olives, dried fruit, bread, and wine. It is suitable that the bread and wine for the meal be brought 
to the Altar at the time of the Offertory (along with special offerings for the hungry), and after the service taken to the 
room where the meal is to take place. 

The following blessings are recited by the Celebrant at the beginning of the meal, all standing. 

OVER WINE 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You create the fruit of the vine; and on this 
night you have refreshed us with the cup of salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Glory 
to you for ever and ever. Amen. 

OVER BREAD 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You bring forth bread from the earth; and 
on this night you have given us the bread of life in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ. As grain 
scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your Church in every place into the 
kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen. 

OVER THE OTHER FOODS 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You have blessed the earth to bring forth 
food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that following 
our Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrection. For yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

During the meal or toward its close, a person appointed reads the seventeenth chapter of the Gospel according to John.  

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all 
people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

  



‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given 
me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking 
on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, 
and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have 
my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to 
take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to 
the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you 
have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their 
word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given 
them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become 
completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as 
you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me 
where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation 
of the world. 

‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have 
sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which 
you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.’ 

The agapé concludes with a psalm, such as Psalm 69:1-23, or with a song, or with a prayer, or with a blessing or 
dismissal. 

1 Save me, O God, * 
for the waters have risen up to my neck. 

2 I am sinking in deep mire, * 
and there is no firm ground for my feet. 

3 I have come into deep waters, * 
and the torrent washes over me. 

  



4 I have grown weary with my crying; 
my throat is inflamed; * 

my eyes have failed from looking for my God. 
5 Those who hate me without a cause are more than the hairs 

of my head; 
my lying foes who would destroy me are mighty. * 

Must I then give back what I never stole? 
6 O God, you know my foolishness, * 

and my faults are not hidden from you. 
7 Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, 

Lord God of hosts; * 
let not those who seek you be disgraced because of me, 

O God of Israel. 
8 Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, * 

and shame has covered my face. 
9 I have become a stranger to my own kindred, * 

an alien to my mother’s children. 
10 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; * 

the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
11 I humbled myself with fasting, * 

but that was turned to my reproach. 
12 I put on sack-cloth also, * 

and became a byword among them. 
13 Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, * 

and the drunkards make songs about me. 
14 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, * 

at the time you have set, O Lord: 
15 “In your great mercy, O God, * 

answer me with your unfailing help. 
16 Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; * 

let me be rescued from those who hate me 
and out of the deep waters. 

17 Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, 
neither let the deep swallow me up; * 

do not let the Pit shut its mouth upon me. 
18 Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; * 

in your great compassion, turn to me.’ 
19 “Hide not your face from your servant; * 

be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 
20 Draw near to me and redeem me; * 

because of my enemies deliver me. 



21 You know my reproach, my shame, and my dishonor; * 
my adversaries are all in your sight.” 

22 Reproach has broken my heart, and it cannot be healed; * 
I looked for sympathy, but there was none, 
for comforters, but I could find no one. 

23 They gave me gall to eat, * 
and when I was thirsty, they gave me vinegar to drink. 

If an agapé is held, the ceremony of stripping the Altar is deferred until after the meal. The form for the agapé given 
above may also be used in private homes on this night. 


