
I am writing this in mid-September, reporting that the Annual General 
Meeting was held on September 14, 2020 at which I was reelected International 
President. Taking this opportunity, I would like to thank board members of 
I.I. Headquarters and I.I. members for supporting me during the previous 
business year, and also to ask for your continued cooperation in the coming 
one more year.

Considering the possibility that this Sakura News would also be read by I.I. 
members in future decades, let me explain our current situation. We are 
in the middle of an unprecedented crisis due to the coronavirus pandemic 
worldwide, which is affecting people’s lives and livelihoods and making our 
ikebana activities difficult. The international postal services are no exception. 

I am informed that it is taking much longer to deliver I.I. publications including Sakura News to 
some I.I. members overseas because of the long delivery delay.

Since the outbreak of this virus, I have been mentioning this issue in both Sakura News and I.I. 
Magazine, including expressing my gratitude to healthcare professionals and essential workers and 
my sympathy to I.I. members who have been infected with the virus. I feel the same now. 

Also, since the term of my predecessor, Sakura News and I.I. Magazine began to be sent together in 
the same envelope to I.I. members. I will therefore try hard to make my two messages cover different 
topics. In this issue of Sakura News, I will mainly explain our business plan.

In I.I. Magazine, I added a seasonal topic of Japanese five seasonal festivals or “Gosekku,” as, just 
one week ago, we celebrated one of these called “Chouyou-no-sekku” (Chrysanthemum Festival). I 
hope you will find the information interesting and useful.

Business Plan for 2020-2021
(1) Hybrid approach of face-to-face communication under the coronavirus pandemic

Judging from these current circumstances, I believe that it is time for us to reconsider past 
fixed ideas such as “face-to-face communication is possible only by physically being together,” 
or “‘in-person’ and ‘virtual’ are contradictory to each other.” It is necessary for us to accept the 
use of social media for meeting and socializing with one another online. I.I. Headquarters needs 
to take initiative to put this into practice, while supporting the new style of activities of local 
chapters both at home and abroad.

(2) Three kinds of publications of I.I. Magazine, Sakura News, and Chapter Activities

The company which has been editing I.I. Magazines decided to close their business within a 
year. They have been supporting us for more than ten years without raising the fee. We have to 
find another firm to outsource the work to.

Together with the possibility of digitizing Sakura News and Chapter Activities, we need to 
reexamine the contents, volume, and paper quality of I.I. Magazines as well as to judge whether 
its paper-based publication should be continued. At the same time, the contents of Sakura 
News and Chapter Activities must be reviewed. The Business Report last year stated that the 
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Sakura News
quality of these publications would be maintained as they were an essentially important part 
of activities conducted by I.I. Headquarters. With all these issues in mind, how to manage the 
balance between the most-likely rising cost and the quality of I.I. Magazine is a major issue for 
HQ in this business year.

(3) Membership

The board members of I.I. Headquarters decided to postpone the payment deadline of 
membership dues until the end of September 2020. 

At this moment of mid-August when this business plan is being written, we have yet to know the 
latest figure of membership in this business year. It is predicted, however, that membership will 
continue declining in the coming years. One of the contributing factors is the aging of members, 
rather than the short-term impact of the coronavirus pandemic. Another major reason is the 
fact that the number of people engaging in ikebana is decreasing. 

I believe it is essential for us to make more efforts to attract the younger generation, in particular, 
by sending out information on our ikebana activities and also presenting the way of practicing 
ikebana which can match their current lifestyles.

(4)  I.I. commitment to sponsored events including the World Convention in 2022

We have plans for two regional conferences in Hyderabad, India and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
in the US.

The next World Convention will be held in May 2022. As International President, I attend every 
meeting, and see that many people are taking things positively and working hard for successful 
conventions despite not always being able to proceed as wished due to the impact of COVID-19. 
HQ will continue to back them up as much as possible.

(5)  Website (of I.I. Headquarters) and the potential of other social media

Our website has been gaining more importance as a source of information. This way of 
communication is regarded as the general trend in the digital information age, even without 
the coronavirus outbreak, but it is probably accelerated by the pandemic. Today, however, the 
website may be lagging behind other social media in terms of transmitting information in a 
speedy manner. More timely dissemination of information on the activities of I.I. is possible by 
means of Instagram or Facebook, rather than the website. In fact, some overseas chapters have 
requested that HQ open an account on the social media. HQ will take it seriously this year. I 
believe without exaggeration that this decision can make a significant difference for the future 
of Ikebana International. Failing to adapt to the changing world toward digitization will pose 
serious consequences. It is time, therefore, to work seriously for disseminating information from 
I.I. Headquarters more speedily and effectively through the social media as well as the website. 
As I myself am not well versed in IT, it is challenging, but I think it can contribute significantly 
for the future development of I.I.

Concluding remarks
We have to step forward in spite of having a number of pending issues. According to Darwin’s theory 
of natural selection, harsh environmental events can be a determining factor of the direction of 
evolution. If this is applicable to us, too, we will hopefully be able to cope with our current difficult 
situation. I hope that Ikebana International will develop further, although this is a time to stay 
patient, by gathering our wisdom for evolving ourselves. I fully believe in the power, competence, 
warm hearts, and challenging spirits of I.I. members. I will try my hardest as International President. 
Let us work together and move forward toward the future. We all know that no night lasts forever.
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Last, but not least, I ask for your continued support and cooperation. I hope the further development 
of all the local chapters and the future ikebana activities will bring an enriched and happy life to 
everyone. For now, until the pandemic is over, please stay safe and healthy.

In friendship through flowers
Miho Okawara 
International President

Annual General Meeting, September 14, 2020 
Naoko Doi, Recording Secretary

Date: September 14, 2020, 1:00 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.

Place: The International House of Japan, Lecture Hall

 5-11-16 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo

Annual General Meeting of Ikebana International was 
opened by International President Miho Okawara. 
International President Miho Okawara called Annual 
General Meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

Recording Secretary Junko Nakajima reported the total number of attendees including received 751 
proxies. Total attendees were 757. 

1. Business Report for 2019-2020

International President Miho Okawara presented the 2019-2020 Business Report.

2.  Financial Report for 2019-2020

Treasurer Reiko Inumaru made the report on financial statement for 2019-2020 business 
year, which was audited by Accounting Auditor of Ikebana International.

3. Announcement of candidates

Nominating Director Tamiko Tamura announced the candidates’ names of 19 Board Directors 
and 1 Accounting Auditor.

4. Election of nineteen (19) Directors of the International Board

Election took place for each candidate by raising hand. Teller Yoko Sowa counted the voting 
numbers.

International President announced that the 19 elected Board Directors for 2020-2021 were 
approved by a majority of affirmative votes. All elected Board Directors except Wienia Sato 
accepted to assume the office.

5. Election of one Accounting Auditor

Accounting Auditor for 2020-2021 business year was approved by a majority of affirmative 
votes. Accounting Auditor accepted to assume the office.

6. Annual General Meeting Recess

The Annual General Meeting went into recess. New Board of Directors left the room to hold 
the first Board of Directors Meeting.
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7. The Annual General Meeting 2

International President Miho Okawara called to order the Annual General Meeting second 
session and made a greeting to all participants.

International President Miho Okawara introduced newly elected International Board of 
Directors, Auditor and Accounting Auditor.

8. Acceptance Speech and Business Plan

International President made an acceptance speech and presented the business plan for 
2020-2021 business year. 

9. Proposed Budget

Proposed Budget for 2020-2021 business year was reported by Assistant Treasurer Kumiko 
Kameoka.

10. Closing Remarks and Adjournment

International President Miho Okawara expressed her gratitude to all participants. This 
concluded the Annual General Meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

Membership Report 
Noriyo Nagasaki, International Third Vice-President

Headquarters received 5,803 membership registrations as of October 19, 2020. We appreciate and 
thank the members who renewed their membership and new registrants for this year (2020-2021), 
regardless of the extremely trying conditions imposed by COVID-19.  

Unfortunately, the number of registrations decreased by 11% compared with last year.

There are still several chapters which have not submitted membership dues to Headquarters. 80% 
of the operating expenses of I.I. are covered by your membership fees.

We earnestly request that you submit the renewal data using Word or Excel forms, not PDF and 
send the membership dues as soon as possible, if payment has yet to be made.

The 12th World Convention which will be held in May 2022 is a good opportunity to recruit new 
members.

Headquarters appreciates your continued support and cooperation.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at member@ikebanahq.org or i.i.thirdvp@
ikebanahq.org.

Office Name

First Vice-President Nobuko Sakata
Second Vice-President Midori Murayama
Third Vice-President Noriyo Nagasaki
Recording Secretary Naoko Doi
Corresponding Secretary Shizuko Okubo
Treasurer Reiko Inumaru
Assistant Treasurer Kumiko Kameoka
Historian Chie Nakayama
Development Director Atsuko Ikejiri
Convention Director Wienia Sato

Office Name

Nominating Director Kyoko Ehara
Protocol Director Tomoko Takada
Publication Director Yoko Ueda
Public Relations Director Chiaki Sugimura
Translation Director Junko Nakajima
Coordinating Director Chisato Obikane
Website Director Rieko Kawamura
Amendment Director Keiko Matsutani
Auditor Yoshimasa Usui
Accounting Auditor Mikio Koyano
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Our First Project: Online New Year Gathering 2021 
Midori Murayama, International Second Vice-President

HQ’s board of directors is now planning a New Year Gathering in a completely new style, instead 
of the customary New Year Luncheon, as a result of COVID-19.

In presence of HIH Princess Takamado, we will have a Gathering with Iemotos who are supreme 
advisers of Ikebana International and make a recording. Then, we would like to share the happy 
time of New Year with chapter members in the world via Zoom later. 

We would like to request that each chapter provide photos of chapter activities. These “Activity 
Video of Chapters” will be shown to HIH Princess Takamado and Iemotos at the Gathering too. We 
hope that members can enjoy other chapters’ activities which may be a good reference and idea for 
every chapter. Also, we will accept any questions to Iemotos. If you have any, please do not hesitate 
to send it to HQ in advance.

Details will be announced via email to chapter presidents and on our home page. The delivery of 
Online New Year Gathering via Zoom will be at the end of January or early February, 2021 

Headquarters is working hard for the first project Online New Year Gathering. Thank you for your 
cooperation and we are looking forward to receiving photos. 

Let us have a fun Online New Year Gathering with you. 

Please look forward to it!

Kindly let us know what you think of  I.I. Magazine
Yoko Ueda, Publication Director
Kumiko Inoue, Publication Manager

I.I. Magazine is sent to the I.I. members three times a year and it has been published for over 60 
years since 1956, when Ikebana International was founded. It must have been an important source 
of information on Japanese culture and ikebana for the overseas members in the days without the 
Internet and also must have made a great impact on members domestically and internationally. We 
now live in a time when we can easily have access to any information on the Internet, but we are trying 
our best to keep the magazine’s high quality and attractiveness to provide members an opportunity 
to experience the richness of art and uniqueness of Japanese culture through the magazine.   

We would like to keep up our efforts to publish and send you the I.I. Magazine which you will enjoy 
and would like to hear your thoughts on the magazine. 

We would appreciate if you could send your replies to the following questions to Yoko Ueda, 
Publication Director, or Kumiko Inoue, Publication Manager, at pub@ikebanahq.org

1. What does I.I. Magazine mean to you?

2. Could you let us know the article you have been most impressed with?

3. What kind of topics would you like to have featured in the magazine?

4. Do you have any other comments on I.I. Magazine?
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Sakura News
The 12th World Convention 
Wienia Sato, Convention Director

Autumn has arrived bringing a refreshing cool breeze and welcome comfort after the record high 
temperatures of summer. This blessing of mother nature is helping soothe us and to heal. 

I hope that, while enduring the sometimes trying phenomena that our planet offers us now, you 
will remain in good health and find strength in the beauty of our shared art of ikebana and in the 
rewards of friendships.

And I hope that you will be able to enjoy fully the Ikebana World Convention in May 2022. The 
physical experiences—the delicate scents of flowers and plants; the textures of the plants in our hands; 
the sound of the snippers that make our arrangements real; the companionship of water, our friend 
in art—all are integral aspects of presenting and creating ikebana. This ambience is something we 
will never experience on a screen.

We are planning that information regarding the World Convention will be posted on the I.I. website, 
gradually, since the COC committee is still working on the details. For your convenience, we would 
like to keep the registration fee at the level of the previous conventions while offering a high-quality 
program.

I hope that we will have more news for you at the end of this year. Please visit the I.I. website from 
time to time. Thank you for your continued support and understanding. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact us at: ikebanaconvention@ikebanahq.org

Future Regional Conferences 
Nobuko Sakata, International First Vice-President

First of all, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to future regional conference chairpersons 
and their committee members for their continuous efforts and enthusiasm to organize conferences 
in this difficult time. At the same time I am very much indebted to current registrants of the 15th 
Asian Regional Conference for their patience and support.

The 15th Asian Regional Conference which was to be held in November 2020 was postponed due to the 
pandemic of COVID-19. Hyderabad chapter is now striving to hold the conference at the beginning 
of September 2021.  However, if the situation of COVID-19 is not improved by then, there will be 
no choice other than postpone the conference until 2023, after the World Convention. Hyderabad 
Chapter and Headquarters are watching the situation carefully and will make a final decision at the 
end of this year or no later than January 2021. This will be a tough decision for Hyderabad Chapter 
whose members were working hard for the preparation. I am sorry to ask I.I. members, especially 
current registrants to wait for months or years but your support is essential. Please keep registered!

Our decision will appear on our website and current registrants will be informed directly. Please 
check our Home Page frequently.

Inquiry: Ms. Vineetha Kumar, chairperson at ii15arc2020@gmail.com

The 19th North and Central American Regional Conference will be held in spring of 2023 hosted by 
Philadelphia Chapter. Also I am glad to announce that three Switzerland chapters get together and 
organize the 10th European Regional Conference.
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I really hope that I will be able to announce more detailed information in the next Sakura News. 
Again, we need your cooperation and support in order to hold regional conferences successfully. I 
ask your understanding and patience from the bottom of my heart.

Chapter’s Official Email Address 
Nobuko Sakata, International First Vice-President

Headquarters encourages chapters to create an official email address.

Communication using e-mail has become more and more important. It is an effective and faster way 
to send information directly from Headquarters to chapters. We found that some chapter presidents 
use their own personal e-mail address and when that president leaves office, Headquarters loses the 
way of communication until the new president sends us updated information. Also there is a problem 
in relation to the privacy protection.  We ask chapter presidents to set up an official e-mail address 
for their chapter and send a test mail to ikebana@ikebanahq.org as soon as possible.

Donations 
Reiko Inumaru, Treasurer

We gratefully acknowledge donations from:

 *  JPY14, 720 from Portland Chapter (#47) in memory of their Past President and deceased member 
Mrs. Lois Keefe. 

 *  JPY12, 000 from Paris Chapter (#219) in memory of their Past Présidente d’Honneur Mme. Yuko 
Kitera.

 *  JPY7, 414 from Santiago Chapter (#103). 

On behalf of Ikebana International Headquarters, I would like to express our sincere appreciation 
for your continued support. 

Important Banking Information
PayPal Private Limited

Unfortunately, due to legal and regulatory constraints,

PayPal Private Limited is unable to process donation payments for non-registered charities and 
nonprofit organizations (NPOs), political party/organizations, religious institutions, personal/
organizational fundraisers, etc., in countries under its jurisdiction. Accordingly, we ask that all 
donations sent to Japan, be made by bank transfer.

We apologize for the inconvenience this might cause, and thank you for your understanding in this 
matter.

Visit I.I. Website http://www.ikebanahq.org
Log in to Members’ Page, password: 1956sakura

Sakura News can be read
on our homepage.
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Payment Options 
All payments to Ikebana International using Mizuho Bank should be made in Japanese yen plus a 
bank charge of JPY 4000. 

Money Transfer: Mizuho Bank LTD
Bank Charge: JPY 4000
MIZUHO BANK LTD Kudan Branch
2-4 Kanda Jimbo-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0051, JAPAN
Branch Number: 532
Account Number: 0719019 Swift Code: MHCBJPJT

For Membership Fee and Online Shopping

Payments through PayPal are available as before.
Credit card through PayPal on I.I. Website
PayPal handling fee: 5%
Credit card: Visa, MasterCard, American Express, etc.
PayPal Account Transfer: account@ikebanahq.org

As of March 2020, Japan Post Office terminated the international money transfer services. Thank 
you for your understanding and cooperation.

 

Contact Information
• Send Chapter Activities Report: ca@ikebanahq.org
• Questions about Chapter Activities Report: i.i.corresponding@ikebanahq.org
• General inquiries: ikebana@ikebanahq.org
• Membership: member@ikebanahq.org
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Washington D.C. #1 Ms. Natasha Crundwell
St. Louis #3 Ms. Catherine M. Carew
London #6 Ms. Hansa Patel
Portland #47 Ms. Dorothy Moshofsky
Honolulu #56 Ms. Lori Nogami-Young
Denver #66 Ms. Catherine Baylis
New Orleans #97 Ms. Carol Smith
Johannesburg #110 Ms. Margaret West-Evans
Baltimore #118 Ms. Marie Coulter
Baltimore #118 Ms. Sandra Kouwenhoven
Baltimore #118 Ms. Lois Lissauer
San Diego #119 Ms. Mildred Stuart
Miami #131 Ms. Harriet Frillarte

Miami #131 Ms. Joan Murasaki
Geneva #143 Ms. Eliane Hosui Gagneux
Geneva #143 Ms. Joanna Martin-Berthoud
Columbia #182 Ms. Jean Rhyne
Helsinki #193 Ms. Pirjo Rönkä
Karachi #204 Ms. Shamshad Qureshi
Paris #219 Ms. Yuko Kitera
Dubai #221 Ms. Amal Haroub
Monterey Bay #231 Ms. Terri Schruben
Mumbai #258 Ms. Nalini Kapadia
Sri Lanka #262 Ms. Hiranya Jayalath
Individual #OO1 Ms. Indu Punj

Our thoughts and players are with their families and friends.

In Memoriam June - September 2020

Misaki Bldg. 5F, 3-28-9 Kanda Ogawamachi Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0052 JAPAN  
+81-3-3293-8188, fax +81-3-3294-2272IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL Headquarters
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