
Youth Spotlight- Amy, 5th Grade

GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Interview by Club member Brooklyn, 5th gr

A Club member since 2021, Amy was excited to return for the 
afterschool program. “I wanted to come to the Club because 
summer was so much fun. I really like the gym because I like being 
active. I think my future could include being a professional 
gymnast. I also like art, so I think about being a make-up artist or 
stylist. I have time to explore my possibilities. “

“At school I work hard in math, especially division, my favorite 
subject. Coming to the Club is all about seeing my friends and 
relaxing after a busy day at school. When I am at the Club, I am 
always glad to see Jerad, he is himself which includes being goofy. 
Ximena is especially caring to each of us. Really all the staff are 
nice, they know what to do to make the Club fun and teach us new 
things by encouraging us to try.”

“My favorite Club 
program is SMART Girls. 

The discussions took 
stress off my chest! I feel 
better prepared to be a 

teen.”



Establishing the foundation for kids to build strong money 
habits assists them in avoiding many of the mistakes 
that lead to lifelong struggles. Colorado’s state school 

standards guide the basics of financial literacy through 
elementary, middle and high school academics. The 

Club’s Financial Literacy program expands on the 
school standards, with fun activities designed to 

further guide the development of lifelong financial 
management skills, empowering kids to manage their 

finances, make sound decisions, and become 
financially responsible.

Financial Literacy sessions strengthen kids’ basic 
math skills, develop economic reasoning skills, and 
introduce participants to career exploration in the 

fields of accounting, financial management and more.

“I learned how saving 
can boost my earning 
power, for my whole 

life. I remember when I 
was younger asking my 

mom to get some 
money out of the wall 
so I could get a toy I 
wanted. She tried to 

explain the bank idea, I 
did not get it. Now I do 

and I want to be a saver 
so when I really want 

something that 
matters, I have what I 
need…and I will have 
made that possible by 

my choices.” 
Sophia, 7th gr

This Spring, Club members have been participating in the Club’s Hands 
On Banking series. Lessons include You and Your Money, Budgeting, 
Savings and Checking, Credit and You, Smart Investing, the series 

concludes with a Personal Financial Assessment and celebration of 
completion.



Club members are learning 
keen basketball skills from 
La Plata County Sheriff's 

Office Deputy Alayna 
Latimore. Bringing "the 

human behind the badge" to 
the Club, Deputy Latimore's 
volunteer visits to the Club 
are developing respected 

relationships with Club 
members, especially several 
girls who are intrigued by her 
work in the Sheriff's office as 
she journeys to be crowned 

Miss Colorado.

During one visit, Deputy Latimore 
gifted the Club with new basketballs 

donated by her colleagues at the    
La Plata Sheriff's office.

Did You Know?

The goal at the Boys 
& Girls Club is that 
each child or teen 

spends a minimum 
of an hour a day 
being physically 
active through a 

variety of activities 
including SPARK. 

That equates to over 

500 hours of 
activity across Boys 

& Girls Club sites 
each week!



April Be Somebody 
Value of the Month

Recently, Club teens learned a lot about the challenges of 
communication and teamwork with a fun activity outdoors. Club 
members formed teams of 3. One person could not see- they were 
blindfolded, one person could not talk and one person could talk 
but could not see the person who was blindfolded. 

As a team, the youth had to use the powers they had to direct their 
blindfolded teammate to find a hidden object.
There was much laughter, and frustration as the Club members 
learned about being clear communicators and how easily it is to be 
misunderstood. At the end of the activity, youth had some great 
discussions about their experience!

COURAGE is dependent 
upon healthy self-

esteem.  Courage is 
about gaining 

confidence so that 
when challenges arise, 
youth feel competent to 

find solutions (rather 
than looking to others 
to ‘fix’ things; and / or 

use their voice to speak 
up.  Courage is about 

recognizing and 
naming and accepting 

our strengths and 
weaknesses.  A sense 
of optimism prevails 

among kids (ultimately 
adults) who live with 

courage. 



GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Intern Spotlight:  
Michelle, Durango High School Intern

A junior at Durango High School, Michelle is doing her spring internship at the Club. 
“ I participated in a ‘practice interview session’ on the phone with one of the Club 
staff and they made working at the Club sound so exciting, the way they talked 
about the impact of the Club, the excitement in their voice made me want to do my 
internship at the Club. I like kids so I thought this would be a good choice.”

Michelle has been helping in various areas of the Club, leading gym games, guiding 
kids in STEM and builders club, and working with the teens. “I joined the teens 
financial literacy program, it’s awesome and gives the teens real-life skills we all 
need. In the Positive Action program, the fun activities guide kids in thinking about 
their values, what is positive and brings them joy in their lives, positioning kids to 
make good choices.”

“Through this experience I am developing my communication skills, learning how 
staff establish trust with and provide positive guidance to the kids. I have taken 
courses in youth development, at the Club I get to see it in real-time practice.”

“I will be the first person in my family to go to college. I am participating in the Trio 
program; I take college classes at Fort Lewis College and receive valuable guidance 
to help position me for a successful college experience.”

“I love how the staff provide a 
positive environment, how they 

can help kids transform 
sometimes difficult or frustrating 

days, building resiliency while 
giving them the opportunity to 
simply have fun and be a kid. 

The staff are “present” to each 
of the kids, in a highly energetic, 

positive environment”


