
Youth Spotlight- Emma C

GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

An 8th grade student, Emma previously attended the Club in 3rd and 
4th grade, before their family moved. Now living in Mancos, Emma 
comes to the Club while their mom finishes her workday in Durango. 
“One of the most exciting things about returning to the Club, I get to go 
in the teen lounge! It is a really cool space, we can hang out, we have 
control over our decisions with responsibility for our actions.”

Each afternoon when Emma arrives at the Club, they get straight to 
work on homework. “If I get my homework done then I will have time 
for fun stuff before my mom picks me up. When we get home, I have 
animals to take care of, dinner, and a little time with my mom before 
bed.” At the Club I am excited to play air hockey and play cards, games 
like Garbage, that I learned at the Club when I was younger.

“At school, I am enjoying my ceramic class, I just made a slab box with 
a lid, with a heart shaped topper. When I think about my future, I am 
exploring cosmetology. Through online lessons I am learning about 
cosmetology to express my creativity while helping make people feel 
better about themselves.”

Favorite Foods: My Mom’s 
casseroles, hot wings 
with brussel sprouts

Favorite Color: Pink

Favorite Activities: Hiking, 
Swimming, Walking my 2 
Great Danes. 



Kids’ Camp sets aside 20-30 minutes each day for students to 
focus on i-Ready, a program also used during the school day.
i-Ready Personalized Instruction is a collection of high-quality 
instructional resources that help students. Grounded in best 

practice instructional design, these tools provide rigorous and 
motivating reading and mathematics instruction that:

Engages students of all levels and backgrounds
Motivates students to persist in skill building

Creates personal learning pathways for each student 
Connects to i-Ready Diagnostic data so teachers can make 

informed teaching decisions
i-Ready Personalized Instruction supports all students. That 

includes those at greatest risk of getting left behind as well as 
those working above grade level. 

Did You Know?

Students who receive 
personalized 

instruction on I-Ready 
for an average of 45 
minutes or more per 

subject per week for at 
least 18 weeks showed 

significantly more 
growth than students 

who did not.

In a messy, but fun experiment, Club members had the 
chance to experiment with “ooblek” and see how it 

reacts to stress. They found it changed forms into a solid 
when putting stress on it and had fun altering the 

consistency of the substance. 



“It’s great having the Studio 
B team at the Club, if I am 
running an activity and a 
Club member is having a 
difficult time, perhaps 
becoming disruptive, for 
example, Lisa or Megan 
intervene and work directly 
with the Club member, 
allowing me to continue 
facilitating the activity, 
confident the Club member 
is being listened to and 
guided, in a caring and 
supportive way.” 

Jerad B. Club Program 
Coordinator

Studio B is an integrated Healthcare 
studio in Durango, CO that embraces 
the health and wellness of people in 
the areas of body, mind, and spirit, 
within a supportive environment. At 
the Club, with more eyes on kids, 
Studio B staff support the Club’s 
commitment to a Club experience led 
by trusted, adult role models. 

In addition to the Club staff, the Club’s new partnership with Studio B 
provides a team of wellness health specialists whose daily interactions 
with Club members and staff strengthen the Club’s commitment to 
providing for the well-being of the whole person.

Studio B staff assist in the gym area with physical wellness activities, they 
lead team building game room activities and positive action resiliency 
building activities, and when helpful, assist staff with disruptive 
circumstances. A component of the grant funded initiative is designed to 
destigmatize and reposition mental wellness as behavioral health 
wellness.



Be Somebody 
Value of the Month

Be Somebody Activity: You Be The Judge
Objective: Members will be aware of the consequences for their actions

Youth form two groups: criminals and jury. The criminals pick a crime 
from a hat and act it out like charades and the jury must identify the
crime and decide on a sentence. Then the group discusses the decision.

Discussion
• How harsh should the punishment for each crime be?
• What if it was their first time?
• What if it was their 5th time doing it?
• HONOR: What did the jury do to show Honor?
• How does this game teach about Honor?
• FAIRNESS: What was the biggest challenge or obstacle?

Club staff participated in a full-day, experiential training session led by Sara 
Beth Lyon, Outreach Coordinator from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Central 

Wyoming.  The Be Somebody Win at Life Program was introduced at the 
Club’s main site in 2020, with expansion to school-based elementary sites 

beginning this month. 



GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Club Team Spotlight:  Megan O., Studio B

Originally from the front range, Megan is a graduate of Fort Lewis 
College, she is completing her PhD in Clinical Psychology with Walden 
University, interning at Studio B. Megan’s heart for others is relectived in 
the human rights work she did in Ghana and later as part of a Peace 
Corps group serving in Rwanda.

In addition to working with Club members, Megan is responsible for data 
collection and outcome assessments. “I did not know much about the 
Club before I began here, in addition to being a well-organized program, 
the Club staff are amazing, they each have a unique way of interacting 
with the Club members, to support the kids in developing connections 
and relationships with Club members of all ages and Club staff. Through 
these trusted relationships, the Club members continue to develop 
socially and emotionally, on their paths to Great Futures.”

Megan and her husband, together with their two young children, enjoy 
the active, outdoor Southwestern lifestyle.


