
Youth Spotlight- Josiah

GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Nine-year-old Josiah tells his friends the best part about coming to 

the Club is being with friends, going swimming, and most recently 

the really “cool” field trip to the Aztec Ruins.

Josiah enjoys the math games led by staff member Deb. His career 

path will have something to do with math. “The core of math is 

problem solving. I want to be able to help people answer questions, 

the application of math principles can be central to solutions,” said 

Josiah.

Josiah also enjoys playing Fortnite, a video game he plays with a 

team of Club friends. “Using strategy to figure out your next move is 

what this game is all about. When we play together you get to learn 

how other people think and how to work with or around them 

depending on the situation.” I have always liked video games, one of 

my dogs is named Mario!

I really like (staff member) Ben. He always leads us by participating 

and he has so much fun and we all have fun. His activities are 

always good, and he modifies them to match who is in our group.

Josiah, 4th Grade

*Favorite Subject: Math

*Favorite Summer Food: “hot 

dogs with ketchup, icy cold 

watermelon for 

dessert…nothing better.” 



June Stats

• 212 Hours of 

Academic Success 

Programs & 

Activities

• 134 Youth 

participating in 

Academic Success 

Programs

• 19 Youth traveled 

to the Aztec Ruins 

for a learning 

adventure

Using foil, holiday lights, and D 

batteries, Club members problem 

solved to create a successful 

circuit. The way their faces “lit up” 

with accomplishment, along with 

their string lights, was a beautiful 

thing to see. 

Our budding scientists learned a lot about predators and 

prey and the diet of owls through a fascinating dissection 

activity. Club members worked together in groups to pick 

apart owl pellets. They were able to take bones and 

compare them to charts to identify what the owls feasted 

on. Exclamations of “Cool!” and “Yuck!” were equally 

shouted through the Club’s multi-purpose room.

Field Trip to the Aztec Ruins
Bread Making

Math Games Coding with Scratch

Mural 101



June Stats

• 240 Hours of 

Character & 

Citizenship 

Programs & 

Activities

• 134 Youth 

participating in 

Character & 

Citizenship 

Programs

Modeling Good Character
A story from a staff

“The staff and the kids are great. The other 

day we had a lesson about honesty vs 

cheating. The overarching message was how 

cheating does not make a game fun. A 

couple days later I was with a group of kids 

at the pool table, a Club member was not 

following the rules. One of the kids who had 

been in my session about honesty looked 

me in the eye, as if to reinforce his thinking, 

then he proceeded to explain to the group 

how cheating does not make a game fun. 

The group took a minute, re-set themselves 

and went on to play. I was proud to see the 

Club member lead by applying the lesson, 

while watching the balance of the group 

figure it out with him.”

-Ben, Club Staff-

June Be Somebody Value: 

Courage



June Stats

• 224 Hours of 

Healthy Lifestyle 

Programs & 

Activities

• 134 Youth 

participating in 

Healthy Lifestyles 

Programs & 

Activities

• 15 Club 

members 

participated in 

weekly Brunch 

Bunch cooking 

sessions

Club teens gather each Friday morning for Brunch 

Bunch. Learning basic cooking skills including 

measuring and food prep, tasting new foods & 

spices, together with conversations about smart 

food choices and the health and financial benefits 

of preparing their own food round out the 

experience. House specialities: homemade pita 

bread & butter, hash brown frittata, cinnamon rolls 

with scrambled eggs and blueberry pancakes! Later 

this summer the Brunch Bunch will host a VIP 

brunch for Club friends who have volunteered this 

summer. 

6th gr Kenny says, “it’s so fun to be able to make 

something and then eat it.”

In a multi-generational program, Club members 

were mentored by local community members in 

the increasingly popular game of pickleball!

During the course of 4 sessions, members 

learned basics of the game, how to measure out 

and tape a court and some etiquette of the sport. 



GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Staff Spotlight:  Leslie Patana, Program Assistant

A native of Kansas City MO, Leslie and her family relocated to Cortez 
where they owned their own business and Leslie pursued her career 
in education (BA in elementary education, MA in curriculum & 
instruction). After a stay in Durango, they decided this was the 
community where they wanted to raise their two girls. Cooking with 
her daughters, sharing family meals, travel including camping 
adventures, are among Leslie’s favorite things.

“I heard about the summer job at the Club and with a daughter in 
high school, I thought perhaps I could work here while my daughter 
attended the Club. I love coming to work here, there are so many fun 
activities for the kids, all sorts of opportunities. My daughter and I 
both agree the Club provides a safe place for teens, a place for teens 
to make new friends, with a variety of positive activities to keep them 
engaged. Before coming to work here I knew very little about the 
Boys & Girls Club. Like the Club members, I love this place.”

“The key is to figure out what 
makes each student tick, then 

you can figure out how to guide 
their learning. Through my love 

of teaching, I can make a 
connection and through that 

connection, make a difference in 
the lives of the kids I work with.”



GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Americorp Volunteer Spotlight:  Ben Rogers

Originally from the suburbs of Chicago, Ben followed one of his 
brothers to Durango as a Fort Lewis College student. Studying art 
education, Ben looks forward to a career providing opportunities for 
kids to access art making and education, “kids are so open minded, 
creative and eager to explore.” A creative himself, Ben seeks self-
expression through various art mediums, he is currently working in 
metal smithing and woodwork.

“I was in line for a COVID vaccine, in the snow for hours, and I 
started speaking with a lady in the line. It turned out the be Lynn 
Urban, the CEO of United Way…by the time we got our shots I was 
excited to explore the AmeriCorps opportunities she told me about. 
I am glad my assignment is at the Boys & Girls Club, this place is 
awesome, every day is better than the one before.

Until I told my mom about this position with the Club, I had not known my grandparents were involved 
in the Boys & Girls Club, it feels like I am part of a family legacy. I am glad to be part of helping kids as 
they heal from the impact (academic, social, and emotional) of their COVID experiences.”


